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BOOK^ A opeB«datNieto§itiW‘iii 

’ IL Polandj^ to Goiftprothife the dif^epces 

betvv«een tbe Czarina and the Gtand Signor ; bttt this 
^ nroVlnginelfedual, the Emperor declarfed war againft 
the Turks, and demanded alliftance frQWr the diet 
of the empire. He concerted the operatodns o£ the 
campaign with the Empref^ of It was 

agreed, that the Itnperialifts, Secked- 

dorf ft;ould attack '^jdm in while the 

KuIPans, cottmmnded by Count deMun^^ Ihould 
fenestrate |;o the Ukraine, and beflege* Ccaakow^^mn 
the %)®hfenes; They accordipgiy advanced 
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tUK {jlace, \5,hich wa<t {>,>irriinnptl by twenty thoufanti CM AP,' 
men ; ami on the lUk of the bouflhciies tlofcncletl , . 

by cip,htecn gallics* The Mufcoviios earned or 
their approaches with luch impetiiolity and perfeve. 
ranee, that the Turku weie icinlied at their valour 
and in a few days capitulated. Among thofe wht 
fignaliled themldves by uncunimon maiks of puw- 
eft in thefe attacks, was General Kekli, now Ji'ield- 
marlhal in the PrulEan lertnce, who was dangeroufly 
wounded on this occafion. Mean while Count 
Seckendorf, finding it impoffible to reduce Widin 
without a fquadron of fliips on the Danube, turned 
his arms againll Niffa, which was furrendered to 
him on the eight-and-twentieth day of July: but 
this was the farthell verge of his good fortune. The 
Turks attacked the poll .which the Impenahflb"»e= 
cupied along the Danube. They took the fort of 
Pat^ydil, burned the town of Has inWallachia, and 
Sundered tl\e neighbouring villages. The Prince 
of Saxe-Hildburghaufcn, who had invefled 
lack in Bofnia, was defeated, and obliged to repals 
the Saavc. Count Seckendorf was recalled to Vi- 
enna 5 and the command of the army devolved upon 
Count Plulippi, Count Kevenhuller was obliged 
to retreat from Servia j and Nifla was retaken by the 
Muflulmert* The conferences at Nieinerow were 
broken off; and the Turkilh Plenipotentiaries re- 
turned to Gonftantinople. 

^ II. The kingdom of Poland how enjoyed the 
jmoft pcrfedl repoft under the dominion of Auguilus. 
Perdinand, the old Duke of Courland, dyin^with- 
out itlue, the fuocefEon was difpuicd by the Tcuto- 
nick order and the kingdom of Poland^ while the 
Btates of kCqttrijand claimed a right of eledlion, and 
lent deputies tO Peterlbmg, imploii^ the proieo* 
tion of the Cjarina, A body of Ruffian troop& ifu'' 
mediately enmred that country : and the States •sleufi:' 
ed the Count do Biron, High*Cliamberlain 'tso the 
lEmprCfs wf Mufoon, The BleiSbof bf‘‘Golpgn, as 
B a ‘ Grand 
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BaoK Grand-mafier of the Tcutonick order, protcflcd 
ww agaiufl. this ckdlion } but the King of Poland agreed 
toil, on certain conditions fculcd at Dant'/Ack with 
’ the coraraiflaries of the new Duke and tbofe of the 
Caarina. In the naonth of July, John Gaflon de 
Medicis, Great Duke of Tufeany, died at Florence; 
and the Prince de Craon took poUeflion of hia ter- 
ritories, in the name of the Duke of Lorraine, to 
whom the Emperor had already granted the even- 
tual invefliture of that duchy. 

§ III. In England, the attention of the publick 
was attracted by an open breach In the royal family. 
The Princefs of Wales had advanced to the very lafl 
month of her pregnancy before the King and Queen 
were informed or her being with child. She was 
t?4ce conveyed fiom Hanvpton-Court to the palace 
of St. James’s when her labour-pains were fuppofed 
to be approaching ; and at length was delivened ^ 
a princefs in about two hours after her arrival. The 
being appnfed of this event, fent a 
toy the Earl or Eflfex to the Prince, exprelUng ms 
sAifpleafure at thevCondu^ of his Uoyal Highncft, as 
an indignity offered to himfelf and the Queen, The 
Piince deprecated his M^efly’s anger In feveral 
fubmifftve letters, and impFored the Queen’s me- 
diation, The Princefs joined her entreaties lo thofe 
of his iWysd Higlmefs ; but all tHreir humiUty and 
ftippUcadon proved inefledltial. The King, in an- 
other qMflitgc fent by the Ijtd-ke of Grafton, obferved, 
the Pfince had removed the Princefs twice in. 
this week immediaitely preceding the day of her de- 
fivery from the place of bis Majefry’s relidencc, in 
e?ppi3atioo of her labour ; and both fimes, on his 
teturp, indu^dfUiJy concealed ftopj ‘the knowledge 
df fhp Kmg^ fend eveiy cftcutriftance relating 
toih® im^rfant aSair r^tbait at ia4.« without giving 
to their Majefties, he had precipitately 
the Priucefe from Jlamptpn-Court, in ^4 
not & be named i thai die whole tepoiit 

'of 
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of hw conduA, for a CQ»tfuU*rablc time, had been* chap. 
fo entirely void of all real dutjr to the King, that 
his Majerty lud rcafon to be highly oibnded with 
him. ile gave him to umlerlland, that until he 
Ibould withdraw his i’eg.ird and cotdidence fi-om 
thole by whofe inrti^aiion and advice he was dirciSi-. 
ed and encouraged in his unwarranuiblc behaviour 
to his Majefty and the l^ueen, and vciurn to his 
duty, he fhould not refide m the i>alace ; he, tlure-. 

• fore, lignified hia plcafurc that he iliould leave St. 

James’s, with all his family, when it could be done 
without prejudice or inconvenience to the Princefs. 

In obedience to this order the Prince retired to 
Kew, and made other efforts to be re-admitted into 
bis Majefty’s favour, which, however, he could not 
retrieve. Whatever might have been his defign "uT 
concealing fo long from the King and Queen the 
nrffwtncy of the Princefs, and afterwards hurrying 
hsp from place to place in fuch a condition, to 
manifeft hazard of her life, bis Majefly had certamly 
caufe to be offended at this part of his condudt ; 
though the punilhment feetna to have been levere, 
if not rigorous ; for he was not even admitted into 
the prelence of the Queen his mocUor, to exprefs his 
duty to her, in her lad moments, to emplore her 
forgivenefs, and receive her M bleding, She died 
of a mortification in her bowels, on the twentieth 


day of November, in the fifty-fifth year of her age, 
revetted as a Princefs of uncommon fagacity, and 
as a pattern of conjugal virtue. 

^ IV. The King opened the feflion of Parliament 
on the twenty- fourth day of January, with a fljort 
fpeech recommending the difpatch of the publick 
btifinofs with prudence and unanimity. Each Houfe 
prefented a warm addrefs of, condolence on the 
Qi^eo’s death, • with which* he feemed to be es- 
trehiei^ afihdcd. Though die Houfe of Corntnona 
IBMiJdmouflv fymoatbifea with the Kinglnhis aftiicfe. 
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ROOKfome of his favourite meafures. One would iiiia- 


n. 

' 1737* 


gine that all the arguments for and againll a (land- 
ing army in lime of peace had been already ex- 
baufted ; but, wheff it was moved that the fame 


number of land forces which they had voted in the 
preceding year (hould be continued in pay for the 
enfuing year, the difpute was renewed with furprifing 
vivacity, and produced fome realbns which had not 
been fuggefted before. The adherents of the mi- 
nifter fairly owned, that if the army fhould be dif- 
banded, or even confiderably reduced, they believed 
the Tory interefl; would prevail; that the pvefent 
number of forces was abfolutely necefliiry to main- 
tain the peace of the kingdom, which was filled with 
j^km our and difconlent, as well as to fupport the 
interell: ; and that they would vote for keep- 
ing up four times the number, (hpuld it be found 
expedient for that purpofe. The members iiTthe 
gjs^fition replied, that this declaration was a fevere 
^latirc on the miniftry, whofe conduft had given 
, birth to fuch a fpirit of difeontent. They kid it 
was in effedl a tacit acknowledgement, that what 
they called the Whig interefl. was no more than an 
inconfiderable party, which had engroflTcd the admit 
niflration by indiredt methods; which adled con- 
trary to the fenfe of the nation ; and depended fotf 
fupport upon a military power, by which the people 
in general were overawed, and qonfeqiiently cnflaved, 
They affirmed, that the ‘ difeontent of which the 
rainiflry complained was in a great meafure owing to 
•that very Handing army, which -pei-petuated their 
taxes, and hung over their heads as the inftru- 
ments of arbitrary power -and oppreffion. Lord 
Folwarth explained the nature of Whig principles, 
and demonHrated that the party which diftinguiflied 
itfelf by this appellation, no longer retained the 
maxims by which the Whigs were originally charac- 
wtifed. Sir John Hynde Cotton, who fpoke with 
the courage and frewlom of an old Engliffi Baron^ 
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itccliircd) lie never knew atnemberof that Houfe, chap 
who aded on true Whig principles, vote for a (land- ^l, 
ing army in time of peace, »I have heard of 
« Whigs (laid he) who oppofsd all unlimited votes 
of credit : I have heard of W^higs who looked 
upon corruption as the greateft curfe that could 
« befal any nation : I have heard of Whigs who 
« efteemed the liberty of the prefs to be the molt 
« valuable privilege of a free people, and triennial 
« Parliaments as the greateft bulwark of their liber- 
« ties; and I have heard of a Whig adminiftration 
“ which has refented injuries done to the trade of 
“ the nation, and revenged infults offered to the 
" Britilh flag.” — ^The miniftry triumphed as ufual, 
and the fame number of forces was continued. 

§ V. Ever fince the treaty of Seville, the Spa^ 
niards in America had almoft incelfantly infulted 
a«srWiftrefled the commerce of Great- Britain. They 
difputed the right of Englifli traders to cut logwood 
m the bay of Campeachy, and gather fait oa'the 
ifland of Tortugas ; though that right was acknow- 
ledged by implication in all the treaties which had! 
been lately concluded between the two nations. The 
Captains of their armed veflels, known by the name 
of guarda-coffas, had made a pra<51:ice of boarding 
and plundering Britilh Ihips, on pretence of fearch- 
ing for contraband commodities, on which occafions 
they had behaved with the utmoft Infolence, cruelty, 
and rapine. Some of their Ihips of war had adtually 
attacked a fleet of Englifh merchant-lhips at the 
ifland of Tortugas, as if they had been at open en- 
mity with England. They had feiised and detained 
a great number of Britilh veflels, imprifoped their 
crews, and qonfifeated their cargoes, in violation of 
treaties, in defiance of coxntpon juftice and huma- 
nity, Repeated memoriaU were prefented to the 
court of Spain, by the Britilh Arabaflador at'Ma- 
Srid^j,.He was atnufed with evafive .anfwers, %gne 
prppiifes of ewjuirj»j and cedplas of inftru6tions lent 

tQ 
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BQOEtQ the Spaniflj Governors in America, to wWh 
W* they paid no fort of regard. Not but that the iip.v- 
niards had rcafon to complain, in their turn, of the 
illicit commerce whicji the Enghfli traders from Ja.* 
maica and other iflands carried on with their fub- 
ieds on the continent of South-America : thciugh 
bis could not juflify the depredations and cruelties 
which the commanders of the guarda-coftas had 
committed, without provocation or pietcnce. 

§ YI* The merchants of England loudly com- 
plained of thefe outrages ; the nation was fired with 
refentment, and cried for vengeance ; but the niinif- 
ter appeared cold, pblcgmatick, and timorou-^. Ho 
knew that a,war would involve him in fuch dificul- 
ties as mufl of neceflaty endanger his adminiftrution. 
■Siw treafure which he now employed for domcftick 
purpofes, muft in that cafe be expended in military 
Armaments ! the wheels of that machine on whi^U^,!? 
had raifed bis inflvicnce would no longer move : the 
p^^JbStion would of confequence gain ground, and 
the impofition of frefli taxes, neceffa^ry tor the :.nain- 
tenance of the war, would fill up the meafurc of 
popular refentment againfthis peribn and miniflry. 
Moved by thefe confiderations, he indufirioufly en- 
deavoured to avoid a rupture, and to obtain fomo 
fort of fatisfadion by dint of memorials and nego- 
ciations, in which he bctiayed his own fears to fuch 
a degree, as animated the Spaniards to perfifl in 
tjseir depredations, and encouraged the coart of 
J4adrid to difregaid the remonftrance? of the Bri- 
'tifh Arobaflador. But this apprehenfion of var did 
not proceed ftom Spain only ; the two branches of 
the Houfe of Bourbon were now united by politicks, 
as well as by confanguinity 5 and he did not doubt 
that in cafe of a rupture with Spain, they would 
join their forces againfi^ Great-Britain. ]?ctitions 
were dpliveied to the Houfp by mercli^nta frem dif- 
ferent^^'^ kingdom, ezplainiiig the repeated 
Yjolen^es tp which they hfd beep pxpofed, and imr 
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plorlng relief of the Parliament. Thcl’o were ve-cjiAP, 
ferred to a committee of the whole Iloufe ; and an 
order was made to admit the petitioners, if they'^^T?^ 
tlipuld think lit, to be heard by themfclvcs or by 
counfcl. Sir John Barnard mot'ed for ati addrefs to 
the King, that all the metporials and papers relating 
to'the Spanifli depredations (liould be laid before the 
Houfe ; and this, with forae alteration propofed by 
Sir Robert Walpole, was adlually prefented. In 
compliance with the requeft, an enormous multitude 
of letters and memorials was produced. 

§ VII. The Honfe, in a grand committee, pro- 
'ceeded to hear counfel for the merchants, and exa:- 
mine evidence } by which it appeared that amazing 
a6ts of wanton cruelty and injufiice had been perpe- 
trated by Spaniards on the fubjefts of Great-BritalKT 
Mr. Pulteney expatiated upon thefe circunillances 
o£Jaarbarity. He demonflrated, from treaties, the 
right of the Britilh traders to the logwood of Cam- 
pcachy, and to the fair of Tortugas : he expofect the , 
pufillanimity of the rainiller, and the futility of his 
ncgociations j he moved for fuch refokuions as would* 
evinde the rerentment of an injurqd nation, and the 
vigour of a Britifli Parliament. Thefe were warmly 
pombated by Sir Robert Walpole, who affirmed, 
they would cramp the minifters in their endeavours 
to compromife thefe differences; that they would 
ffuftrate their ncgociations, entrench upon the King’s 
prerogative, and precipitate the nation into an un- 
nccellary and expenlive war. Anfwers produced 
replies, and a general debate enfued. A refolution 
was reported ; but the queftion being put for re- 
committing it ; was carried in the negative. The 
Houfe, however, agreed to an addrefs, befeeching 
his IViajefty to*ule his Endeavours to obtain effedtual 
relief for his injured fqbjeigts, to convince the court 
of Spain that his Majefty could no longer fufferTuch 
conflant and repeated inful ts and injuries to. be car- 
ried, on, to .the difjjonpor pf Jiis crown, and to the 
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BOOK 'Tuin of his trading fubjeds ; and aliuring him, that 
II- in cafe his royal and friendly inftances with the 
Catholick King fhould mifcarry, the Houfe w 6 uld 
efFedually fupport his Majefty in taking fuch ihca- 
fures as honour and juftice thould make it neceffary 
for him to purfue. To this addrefs the King inade 
a favourable anfwer. ' 

An. 1738. ^ VIII, The next important fubjed on w|iich 

both fides exercifed their talents, was a bill prepared 
and brought in by Mr. Pultency, for the more eflcc- ■■ 
tual fecunng the trade of his Majefiy’s fabje£l|s in 
America. This was no other than the revival of 
part of two ads pafled in the reign of Queen AJnne, 
by which the property of all prizes taken frond the 
enemy was veiled in the captors : while the Sjove-^ 
"rETgn was empowered to grant commiflions or char- 
ters to any perfons or focieties, for taking any Ijliips, 
goods, harbours, lands, or fortifications of tbii*^- 
tion’s enemies in America, and for holding' and 
.enjoying the fame as their own property and ijinate 
for ever. The miniftry endeavoured to evad^ the 
^difeuffion of this bill, by amufing the lloufe, with 
other bufinefs, until an end fhould be put t 6 the 
feflion. A mean artifice was pradifed with! this 
view; andfome fevere altercation palled between 
8 ir Robert Walpole and Mr. Pulteney. At length 
the bill was read, and gave rife to a very lon^ and 
warm conteft, in which the greateft orators oPboth 
fides found opportunities to difplay their eloquence 
and fatire. Mr. Pulteney defended the bill wiLh all 
the ardour of paternal affedion ; but, notwithlUnd- 
ing his warmeft endeavours, it was rejeded upon a 
divifion- ' 

\ IX. When the mutiny-bill wasfent up to the 
Jloufe of Lords, a long debate arofe upon the num- 
ber of troops voted for the enfuing year. Lord 
Carteret explained the fituation of airairs, in s lmoft 
every nation gf Europe, with great concifenefs and 
precifion. He demoiiftrated tlie improbabiljiy of 
. - ^rwp. 
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a rupture between Grcat^Britain and any power CHAP, 
againil which a land army could be of any fevvicc. ^ . 

He examined the domeilick circumflanccs of the 
nation ; and proved, that whatever difeontents there 
might be in the kindoin, there was little or no dif- 
aftedlion, and no feeming dclign to overturn or 
diJlurb the government. In anfwer to an argu- 
menr, that fuch a number of regular forces was ne- 
ceflary for preventing or quelling tumults, and for 
enabling the civil magiflrate to execute the laws of 
his country, he exprefled his hope that he Ihould 
never fee the nation reduced to fuch unfortunate cir- 
cumflances ; he faid, a law which the civnl power 
was unable to execute, muft either be in itfelf oppref- 
five, or fuch a one as afforded a handle for opprel^ 
lion. In arguing for a redu<5lion of the forces, The 
took notice of the great increafe of the national 
etipChce. He obferved, that before the Revolution, 
the people of England did not raife above two mil- 
lions for the whole of the publick charge 5 but now 
what was called the cuirent cxpencc, for which the 
Parliament annually provided, exceeded that fum ; 
befides the civil lift, the interefl due to the publick 
creditors, and the linking fund, which, added toge- 
ther, compofed a burthen of fix millions yearly. 

The Earl of Chcflerfield, on the fame fubje(:^, 
affirmed, that Havery and arbitrary power were the 
certain confequences of keeping up a Handing army 
for any number of years. It is the machine by 
which the chains of Havery are rivetred upon a free 
people. They may be fccrelly piepared by corrup- 
tion ; but, unlefs a Handing army proteded tbofp 
that forged them, the people would break them 
afunder, and chop off the polluted Ijands by which, 
they were prepared. By degrees a Hee people muff 
be accuHotiidll to be gcveincd hy an army^: by 
degrees that army muH be made Hrong enough to 
hold them' in fubjedlion, England bad for’many 
years be^ 'acatfl®mcd t9 a. Handing army, under 

preteqge 
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BOOK pretence of its being ncceflary to alTifl the cu'it 

^ , power ; and by degrees the number and ftrength of 

”15^ it have been incrcafiing. At the acccliion of the late 
King it did not exceed fix thoufand : it foon amount- 
ed to double that number, which has been fince 
angmented under various pretences. He therefore 
concluded, that flavery, under the difguife of ant 
army for protecting the liberties of the people, was 
creeping in upon them by degrees : if no redud.ion 
fhould be made, he declared he thould expeCl in a 
few years to hear feme minifter, or favourite cf a 
ininifter, terrifying the Houfe with imaginary plots 
and invafions, and making the tour of Europ ; in 
fearch of poffible dangers, to fhow the necelRty 
of keeping up a mercenary {landing army, t iree 
Thrws as numerous as the prefent. In fpite of t'lofe 
fuggefiions, the {landing army maintained its ground. 
The fame noblemen, alBfled by Lord Bathurfl, idMJj. 
tinguifhed ihemfelves in a debate upon the Spaniflh. 
depredations, which comprehended the fame argu- 
ments that were ufed in the Houfe of Comir ons. 
They met with the fame fuccefs in both. Refolu- 
tions eqiivalent to thofe of the Lower Houfe were 
taken : an addrefs was prefented ; and bis Majefly 
allured them be would repeat, in the raoft pre ling 
manner, his inllances at the court of Spain in or- 
der to obtain fatisfaClion and fecurity for his fuhje^s 
trading to America. This allurancc was ren iwed 
in hisfpeech at the clofe of the fcliion, on the t wen- 
fieth of May, when the Parliament was prorogued. 

^ X. At this period the Princefs of Wales was 
delivered of a fon, who was baptifed by the hame 
of George, now King of Great-Britain. His airth 
was celebrated with uncommon rejoicings : add elFes 
of congratulation were prefented to thaKing by the 
two univerfitics, and by gialmaft all the cities and 
corarrmnitics of the kingdom. But the Prin :e of 
Wales' Hill laboured under the difpleafure o:' his 
Majefty, who had ordered, the Lo^fl-Chambprlain, to 
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■jRgnify in the Gaxette, that no perfon who vifited 
the Prince ihoiild be aclniittcd to the court of St. ^ ^ 

James’s. His Royal Highncls was iliveflcd of all 
the external marks of royalty, and lived like a pri- 
vate gentleman, cultivating the virtues of a focinl 
life, and enjoying the beft fruits of conjugal felicity. 

In the latter end of this month, Rear-Admiral Had- 
dock fet fail with a ftrong fquadron for the Mediter- 
ranean, which it was hoped would give weight to 
the negociation of the Britifh minifler at the court 
of Madrid, The aA to difeourge the retail of 
fpirituous liquors had incenfed the populace to fuch 
a degree as occafioned niimberlefs tumults in the 
cities of London and Weftminfler. They were fo 
additfted to the ufe of that pernicious compound^ 
known by the appellation of gin or geneva, that they 
ran all rifques rather than forego it entirely ; and fo 
lifri«-^regard was paid to the law by which ir was 
prohibited, that in lefs than two years twelve t^ou- 
iand perfons within the bills of mortality were <on- , 
vidled of having fold it illegally. Nearly one half, 
of that number were call: in the penalty of one hun- 
dred pounds: and three thoufand perfons paiil ten 
pounds each, for an exemption from the dilgiace of 
being committed to the houfe of corre«5Hon. 

^ XI, The war maintained by the Enaperor and 
the Caarina againfl the Ottoman Porte, had not yet 
produced any decifivc event. Count SeckendoYf 
was difgraced and confined on account of his HI 
fuccefs of the laft campaign. General Doxat was 
tiled by a cotincil of war at Belgrade, and condemned 
to death, for having furrcndcred to the enemy the 
town of Nifla, in which he commanded. The diet 
of the empire granted a fubfidy of fifty Roman 
months, to the Emperor, yiho began to make vigo- 
rous prepamtioKS for the enfoing campaign: bu^ in 
the mean time, Ragotfki, Vaivodc of Tranfyivaniaj 
revolted againft the Iloufc of Aullria,,anjiidff^g^t a 
confiderablc army into the, field, under 
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.tioB of the Grand Signor, He was immediately 
proclaimed a rebels and a price fct irpon his head by 
the court of Vienna. The Turks taking the fi«ld 
early, reduced the fort of Ulitza and Meadia, and 
undertook the fiege of Orfova, which, however, 
they abandoned at the approach of the Imperial 
army, commanded by the Grand Duke of Tufeany, 
aflifted by Count Konigfegg. The Turks, being 
reinforced, marched back, and attacked the Impe- 
rialifts, by whom they were repulfcd after an obfti- 
nate engagement. The Germans, notwithftanding 
this advantage, repafled the Danube ; and then th<i 
infidels made themfelves matters of Orfova, where 
they found a fine train of artdlery, defigned for 
the liege of Widin. By the conqueft of this place, 
the Turks laid the Danube open to their galhes and 
veffels ; and the Germans retired under the cannon 
of Belgrade. In the Ukraine, tjie Ruffians ,mj^ef 
General Count Munich obtained the advantage over 
the^uiks in two engagements; and General Lacy 
routed the Tartars of the Crimea; but they returned 
■ in greater numbers, and barafied the Mufeovitea in 
fuqn a manner, by intercepting their provittons, and 
deftroying the country^ that they were obliged to 
abandon the lines of Precops, 

§ XII, In the month of Odiober, an affair of 
very fmall importance produced a rupture between 
the King of Denmark and the Eledlor of Hanover, 
A dctaimment of Hanoverians took by afGiult the 
cattle of Steinborft, belonging to the Privy Coun* 
fcllor Wederkop, and defended by thirty Danllh 
dragoons, who had received orders to repel force 
by force. Several men were killed on both lides, 
before the Hanoverians could enter the place, when 
the garrifon was difarmed, and conducted to the 
frontiers, Tins petty difpute, aboi|' a fmall terri- 
which did not yield the value pf one thoufand 
year, bad well nigh involved Hanover in a 
fcSgir, whkjh, ih all probability, Grcat-Briiain mutt 
* * * have 



have mamtained: but this cUfpute was cotnpro-.cTiAP, 
miCecl by a convcntioa between the King of Eng- Vi. 
land and Denmark, 

§ XIll. 'riie Itiilion of Parliament was opened on 
the firfl day of I'cbruary, when the King in his 
fpeech to both Iloufes, gave them to underfland, 
that a convention was concluded and ratified between 
him and the King of Spain, who had obliged him- 
felf 10 make leparation to the Britifli fubjeiis for 
their lodes, by certain Hipulated payments: the 
Plenipotentiaries were named and appointed for re- 
gulating, within a limited time, all thofe grievances 
and abufes which had hitherto interrupted the com- 
merce of Great-Britain in the American feas ; and 
for fettling all matters in difpute, in fuch a manner 
as might for the future prevent and remove all new 
caufes and pretences of complaint. The motion for 
an ^ck lrefs of approbation was difputed as ufual. 
TRough the convention was not yet laid before the 
Houfe, the nature of it was well known to the leaders 
of the oppoiition. Sir William Wyndham obferved, 
the if the rainiftry had rtiade the refolutions taken ’ 
by the Parliament in the laft feflion the foundation 
of' their demands; if they had difeovered a rcfolu- 
lion to break olf all treating, rather than depart from 
the fenfe of Parliament, either a defenfive treaty 
might liave been obtained, or by this time the worft 
would have been known: but, by what appeared 
from his Majelly’s fpeech, the convention was no 
other than a preliminary ; and, in all probability, a 
very bad preliminary. He fuppofed the minifler 
had ventured to clothe fome of his creatures with 
full powers to give up the rights of the nation ; for 
they might do it if they durft. Sir Robert Wal- 
pole, in atifwer^ to thefe fuggeftions, affirmed, that 
the miniftry ha I on this occafion obtained more than 
ever on like occafions was known to be obtained ; 
tliat they had reconciled the peace of their country 
with her true intereft ; that tltis peach was attended 
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BOOK with all the advantages that the most fuccersful arms 
cotild have procured : that future ages would confi- 
der this as the mod glorious period of our hifloty, 
and do juflice to the councils that produced the 
happy event, which every gentleman diveftccl of paf- 
fioii and piejudice was ready to do; and which, he 
believed, the prefent age, when rightly informed, 
would not refufe. In a world, he extolled his own 
convention with the njofl extravagant encomiums. 

^ XIV. The Houfe refolved to addfefs the King, 
that copies of all the memorials, reprefentations, 
letters, and papers, prefented to his Majefty, or bis 
Secretary of State, relating to depredations, fliould 
be fubmitted to the pcinlal of the Iloufe : but Tome 
members in the oppofitioa were not contented with 
this reioluiion. Then Mr. Sand5fs, who may be 
termed the “ Motion-maker,” moved for an addrefs, 
defirihg that the Houfe might infpcdl all J^tKiers 
wiitten, and instructions given* by the Secretaries of 
State, or Coramiflionera of the Admiral, 7, to arty of 
the Britifh governors in America, or any Commander 
in Chief, or Captains of his Majefly’s (hips of war, 
or his Majetly’s Minifter at the Court of Spain, or 
any of his Majefly’s Confuls in Europe, fince the 
treaty of Seville, relating to lotlcs which the Bntith 
,fubje6s had fufiained by means of depredations 
committed bj> the fubjedls of Spain in Europe and 
America. Ihis was an umcafonable prqjofal, I'ug- 
gefted by the fpirit of animofity and fsdtion. Mr. 
H. Walpole juftly obferved, that a compliance with 
fuch an addrefs might lay open the moll private 
tranfafiions of the cabinet, and difeover fect:ets that 
ought, for the good of the kingdom, to be con- 
cealed. It would clifcover to the Court of Spain 
the uUma/ttm o'^the King’s demands and conceffions, 
and the nation would tliereby be dt^rived of many 
advantages which it might reap, were no fuch difco > 
very made, IJc faid, that fo foon as the differences 
^wixt'the two Courts fhould ajrrive at fuch a cbfis, 
7 * and 
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and not before tlie confuls were inftruifled to give CH AP, 
notice to tlic merchants, that they might retire in , ^7' . 
time with their efiMls ; but fhould Inch inftrudtion 
come to the knowledge of the Spaniards, it would 
be a kind of watch-word to put them on their guard, 
and unavoidably occalion the ruin of many thoufands 
of Bntifh fubjedls. Certain it is, no Government 
could adfc either in external or domeftick aftaiis with 
proper influence, dignity, and difpatch, if every let- 
ter and inflruiStion relating to an unfinilhed ncgocia- 
tion fbould be expofed to the view of fuch a nu- 
merous aflembly, compofed of individuals adiuated 
by motives in themfelves diametrically oppofite. 

The motion being rejedled by the majority, the fame 
gentleman moved again for an addrefs, that his Ma- 
jefty would give diredlions for laying before the 
Houfe copies of fuch memorials or reprefentations 
as had been made, either to the King of Spain ot- 
to his Miniflers, flnee the treaty of Seville, rclapng 
to the depredations committed in Europe or Ame- 
rica. A debate enfued ; and, upon a divifion, the 
queflion palled in the negative. 

§ XV. The Houfe, in a committee of fupply, 
voted twelve thoufand feamen for the fcrvice or the 
enfuing year, and the flanding army was continued 
without redudlion, though powerfully attacked by 
the whole flrength of the oppofition. The Com- 
mons likewife ordered an addrefs to his Majefty, 
for the copies of feveral memorials fince the treaty 
of Seville, touching the rights of Great-Britain, or 
any infraction of treaties which had not been laid 
before them. The fewere accordingly fubmltted to 
the infpedion of the Houfe. By this time the con- 
vention itfelf was not only prefented to the Com- 
mons, but al(p|)ublilhod for the information of the 
people. DiveTwmerchants, planters, and the others 
trading to America, the cities of London and Briflol, 
the merchants of Liverpool, and owners of fun- 
dry fliips which had, been feized by the Spaniards, 

VOL, HI. C oflefed 



HISTORY OF ENjJLAND. 

petitions againfl. the convenlionj by whicb 
the fubje<fls of Spain were fo far from giving up their 
groundlefs and unjuftifiable pra6lice of vifiting t.nd 
fearching Britifh fhips failing to and from tlie Brii Uh 
plantations, that they appeared to have claimed the 
power of doing it as a right ; for they infilled that 
the differences which has arifen concerning it fhould 
be referred to Plenipotentiaries, to be difcufled by 
them without even agreeing to abftain from fiich 
vifitation and fearch during the time that the difeuf- 
fion of this afiair might laft. They, therefore, 
prayed that they might have an opportumty of 
being heaid, and allowed toreprefent the great im- 
portance of the Britifh trade to and from the plan- 
tations in America; the clear indifpntable right 
which they bad to enjoy it, without being flopped, 
vifited, or fearched by the Spaniards, on any pre- 
tence whatfoever; and the certain inevitable, de- 
flruftion of all the riches and frrejigth derived to 
Gr«at-Btitain from that trade, if a fearch of B ritifii, 
fbips failing to and from their own plantations 
■fliould be tolerated upon any pretext, or under any 
reftridlions, or even if the freedom of this naviga- 
tion fliould continue much longer in a ftate of un- 
certainty, Thefe petitions were referred to the :ora- 
mittee appointed to conlider of the convention. 
Another remonfrrance was likewife prefented by the 
trufteeS for eftablifbing tlic colony of Georgia^ fet- 
ting forth, that the iGng of Spain claimed thnt co- 
lony as part of bis territories ; and that by the con- 
vention, the regulation of the limits of Carolina and 
Florida was retered to the determination of Pleni- 
potentiaries ; fo that the colony of Georgia, which 
undoubtedly belonged to the Crown, of Great- Bri-- 
tain, waskft in-difpute, while thcfettlers retr ained 
in ^the moft precarious »and dangeroaa fituatiou. It 
was moved that the merchants fhoiidd be her rd by 
tiieir counfelj: but the piopofal was flrenuoufly 

oripofed 
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oppofed by the miniftry, and rcjedled \ipon a di- chap, 
vinon. yi. 

§ XVT. Tins famous convention concluded at 
the Pardo on the fourteenth day of January, im- ^ * 
ported, That within fix weeks to be reckoned from 
the day on which the ratifications were exchanged, 
two Mmifters Plenipotentiaries fliould meet at Ma* 
drid, to confer, and finally regulate the refpe(5live 
pretenfions of the two Crowns, with relation to the 
• trade and navi^tion in America and Europe, and to 
the limits of Florida and Carolina, as well as con- 
cerning other points which remained likewife to 
be adjufted, according to the former treaties fubfift- 
ing between the two nations: That the Plenipo- 
tentiaries fhould finifh their conferences within the 
' fpace of eight months : That in the mean time no 
progrefs fhould be made in the fortifications of Flo- 
rida -and Carolina : That his Catholick Majefty 
fliould pay to the King of Grcat-Britain, the fura of 
ninety-five thoufand pounds, for a balance due' to 
the crown and fubj€<Ss of Great Britain, after de- 
du6lion made of the demands of the crown and fub- 
jedls of Spain : That this fura fbould be employed 
for the fatiafadbon, difeharge, and payment of the 
demands of the Britilh fubjedls upon the crown of 
Spain : That this reciprocal difeharge, however, 
fliould not extend or relate to the accounts and dif- 


ferences which fubflfted and were to be fettled be- 
tween the crown of Spain and the Ailiento com- 

S , nor to any particular or private contrails that 
t fubfift between either of the two crowns, or 
their rainifters, with the fubjedls of the other ; or 
between the fubjedls and fubjedls of each nation re- 
fpedlively; That his Catholick Majefty fliould caufe 
the film of niiwry-five thoufand pounds to be jpaid 
at London withm four months, to be reckoned from 
the day on which the ratifications were exchanged. 
Such was the fubfiiance of that convention, which 
alarmed and provoked the. mprebanu and traders 

c 3 of 
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BOOK of Great- Britain, excited the indignation of all thofe 
retained any regard for the honour of their 
country, and raifed a general cry againll the minif- 
ter who flood at the helm of adminiftration. 

§ XVII. The eyes of the whole kingdom were 
now turned upon the Houfe of Commons. The 
two contending parties funnmoned their whole force 
for the approaching difpute ; on the day appointed 
for confideiTng the convention, four hundred mem- 
bers had taken their feats by eight in the morning. 
In a committee of the whole Houfe, certain Wefl- 
India merchants and planters were heard againft the 
convention : fo that this and the following day were 
employed in reading papers, and obtaining informa- 
tion. On the eighth day of March, Mr. H. Wal- 
pole having launched out in the praife of that agree- 
ment, moved for an addrefs of approbation to his 
Majefty. He was feconded by Mr. Campbell, of 
Pembrokeihire } and the debate began with extra- 
ordinary ardour. He who fiirfl. diflinguilhed him- 
felf in the lifts was Sir Thomas Sanderfon, at that 
time treafurer to the Piince of Wales, afterwards 
Earl of Scarborough. All the officers and adherents 
of his Royal Highnefs had joined the oppofition ; 
and he himfelf on this occafion fat in the gallery, 
to hear the debate on fuch an important tranfadlion. 
Sir Thomas Sanderfon obferved, that the Spaniards 
by the convention, inftead of giving us reparation, 
had obliged ds to give them a general rcleafe. They 
had not allowed the word Satisfadlion ta be fo much 
as once mentioned in the treaty. Even the Spanifti 
pirate who had cut off the ear of Captain Jenkins 

and 

* Cjipiain Jenkins vas master of a Scottish merchant ship. Ho 
was hoarded bj tiu* Captain of aSpaniJi ^uajtU-costa, who tieiited 
hiijj in the most liarbarous banner. Tiia S^niards, after hasing 
immnaped his Aeswl for what they called contraband commodities* 
wttboi't finding »nv thing to justify their scaioh, insulted Jcukins 
with the most oppiulnious invectnes. Tliey toie oft one of his o.irs, 
hwMajg him eairy it to bis King, and him they would seive him 
,tp the Same maniitt should 'an oppoituniiy oftu: they tortiued hint 

with 
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and ufcd the raoft infulting exprcfHon towards tlicciiAP. 
pcrfon of the King — an exprcflion which no Britifh y ^ 
liibjed could decently repeat — an expreffion which 
no man that had a regard for his Sovereign could 
ever forgive — even this fellow lived to enjoy the 
fruits of his rapine, and remained a living teflimony 
of the cowardly tamenefs and mean fubniifilon of 
Great-Britain ; of the triumphant haughtinefs and 
ftubborn pride of Spain. Lord Gage, one of the 
moft keen, fpirited, and farcaftick orators in the 
Houfe, dated in this manner the account of the 
fatisfadlion obtained from the Court of Spain by 
the convention ; the lofles fuflained by the Spanifh 
depreciations amounted to three hundred and forty 
thoufand pounds; the Commiflary, by aflrokeof 
his pen, reduced this demand to two hundred thou- 
fand pounds ; then forty-five thoufand were firuck 
off for prompt payment : he next allotted fixty 
thoufand pounds as the remaining part of a debt 
pretended to be due to Spain, for the dellru 61 :io 9 of 
her fleet by Sir George B}mg, though it appeared’ by 
the inftrufihons on the table, that Spain had been 
already amply fatisfied on that head: thefe deduc- 
tions reduced the balance to ninety-five thoufand 
pounds; but the King of Spain infifted upon the 
South-Sea Company’s paying immediately the fum 
of fixty-eight thoufand pounds, as a debt due to 
him on one head of -accounts, though^ in other ar- 

with iha most shocking rroelty, and threatened him with inimediate 
death. This man was CKamined at the bar of the House of Coin- 
tnons, and being asked by a member what he thought when he found 
himself in the hands of such barbarians? ** I recommended my soul 
' ‘ to God, said he, and my cause to my oonntty." The .behaviour 
of tills brave seaman, the sight of bis ear, which was produced, with 
hib account of (he indignities which liaJ been ohered to the nation and 
Sovereign of Great-Bntain, filled the whole House witls indignation. 

Jenkins was afterw,&ds employed in the service of the I&st-lndia 
company; he approra himself worthy of his good fortune in a long 
engagement witlt the pirate Angria, during which he behaved with 
extraordinary courage, and condpot ; and saved his own ship, vvitU 
three others tlwt were under his convoy. 

tlcle». 
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book - ticks, his Catholick Majcfty was indebted to the 
n. Company a million ovet and above the demand : 

The remainder to be paid by Spain did not exceed 
' ’ feven-and-twclity thoufand pounds, from which flie 
infifled upon deducing whatever fhc might have al- 
ready given in fatisfadlion for any of the Britiflr 
fhips that had been taken 5 and on being allowed 
the value of the St Therefa, a Spanifli fhip which 
had been feized in the port of Dublin, Mr. W, 
Pitt, with an energy of argument and difiion pecu- , 
liar to himfelf, declaimed againft the convention, as 
infecure, unfatisfa<^ory, and diihonorable to Great- 
Britain. He faid the great national objeflion, the 
fearching of Britifh fliips, was not admitted, indeed, 
in the preamble } but flood there as the reproach of 
the whole, as the flrongefl evidence of the fatal fub- 
miflion that followed; on the part of Spain, an 
uiurpation, an inhuman tyranny claimed and exer- 
cifed ovet the American feas; on the part of Eng- 
land, an undoubted right by treaties, and from God 
and nature declared and aflerted in the refoUitions 
of Paihatnentj were now referred to the dilcuflion 
of Plenipotentiaries, upon one and the fame equal 
foot. This undoubted right was to be difcyfled and 
regulated j and if to regulate be to prefenbe rules, as 
in all conflru 61 ;ion it is, that right vvas, l\y the expreft 
Words of the Convention, to be given up and lacri- 
ficed j for it muft ceafe to be any thing from the 
moment it is fubmitted to limitation, Mr Lyttel- 
ton, with equal force and fluency, anfweretf the 
fpeech of Mr, H. Walpole. “ After be had ufed 
many arguments to perfuade us to peace (faid he) 
“ to any peace, good or bad, by pointing out the 
dangeis of a war, dangers I by no means allow 
“ to be fuch as he reprefcnts them^ he crowned all 
“ thofe terrors with thg name of tlfe pretender. It 
'would be the caufe of the Pretender. The Pre- 
“ tender would come. Is the honourable gentle^ 
man fepfible what tJiU lan§;uage jrnports The 

people 
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people of England complain of the greateft wrongs, 
and indignities; they complain of the intermp- 
« tion, the deflrutflion of their trade; they think 
“ the peace has left them in a woric condition than 
before ; and in anfwer to all thefe complaints, 
“ what are they told ? Why, that their continuing 
“ to fuffer all this, is the price they mull: pay to 
keep the King and his femily on the throne of 
“ thefe realms If this were true, it ought not to 
“ be owned : but it is far from truth ; the very re- 
verfe is true. Nothing can weaken the family ; 
“ nothing fhake the eftablifhment, but fuch mea- 
fares as thefe, and fuch language as this.” He 
affirmed, that if the rainifters had proceeded con- 
formably to the intentions of Parliament, they would 
either have adfed with vigour, or have obtained a 
real fecurity in an exprefs acknowledgement of our 
right, not to be fearched as a preliminary, Jlne qua 
noK, to our treating at all. fnftead of this, they 
had referred it to Plenipotentiaries. “ Would ^ou, 
“ Sir, (faid he) fubrait to a reference, whether you 
" may travel unmolefted from your houfe in town' 
“ to your houfe in the country ? Your right is clear 
** and undeniable, why would you have it difeufled ? 
but much lefs would you refer it, if two of your 
judges belonged to a gang which has often flopped 
“ and robbed you in your way thither before 
The minifters, in vindication of the convention, 
aflerted, that the fatisfadlion granted by Spain was 
adequate to the injury received ; that it was only 
the preliminary of a treaty which would remove all 
caules of complaint ; that war was always expenlive 
and detrimental to a trading nation, as well as un- 
certain in its events ; that PVance and Spain would 
certainly join, their forces in cafe of a rupture with 
Oreat-Britainii that there ^as not one power in Eu- 
rope upon which the Engliffi could depend for ef- 
fedlual affiftance; and that war would lavour the 
caufe and tkflgns a popiih Pretender. The Houfe 

upon 



2i HISTORY OF ENcJlAND, 

BOOK upon a divifion, agreed to theaddrcfs; but when a 
■ motion \vas made lor its being rccorainittcdj the two 
parties renewed the engagement with redoubled ca- 
gernefs and impetuofity. Sir William Wyndham and 
Mr. Pultency poured all the thunder of their elo- 
quence againft the infolence of Spain, and the con- 
ceflions of the Britifh miniftry. Sir Robert Wal- 
pole exerted all his fortitude and dexterity in defence 
of himfelf and his meafures, and the queflion being 
put, the refolutions for the addrefs were carried by a 
fmall majority. 

^ XVIII. Then Sir William Wyndham, Handing 
up, made a pathetick remonftrance upon this deter- 
mination. “ This addrefs (faid he) is intended to 
“ convince mankind, that the treaty under our con- 
“ fideration is a reafonable and an honourable treaty. 
But if a majority of twenty-eight in fuch a full 
Houfe fliould fail of that fuccefs; if the ppople 
fhould not implicitly rcfign their treafon to a vote 
“ of. this Houfe, what will be the confequence ? 
Will not the Parliament lofe its authority ? Will 
it not be thought, that even in the Parliament we 
“ are governed by a fadlion ; and what the confe- 
quence of this may be, I leave to thofe gentlemen 
to confider, who are now to give their vole for 
this addrefs: for my own part, I will trouble you 
« no more, but, with thefe my laft words, I fin- 
“ ccrely pray to Almighty God, who has fo often 
“ wonderfully protedled thefe kingdoms, that he 
will gracioufly continue bis prolemion over them, 
“ by preferring us from that impending danger 
“ which threatens the nation from without, and 
“ likewife from that impending danger which 
« threatens our conftitutioh from within.” The 
minifter was on this occafion deferted by his ufual 
temper, and even provoked into i^j^rfonal abufe. 
He declared, that the gfntleman who was now the 
mouth of his opponents had been looked upon as 
the head of thofe traitors, who twenty-five years 

before 
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before coufpircci the (loflru(Mion of their country andc,Ii ATp, 
of the Royal l''amily, in order to let a Popiili Pre- 
tender upon the throne; that ho was I'cr^ed by the 
vigilance of the then gov’crnment, anrl pardoned by 
its clemency, but all the ufc he had ungratefully 
made of that clemency, was to qualify himfclf ac- 
cording to law, that he and his party might fome 
time or other have an opportunity to ovenlirow all 
law. 1-Ie branded them all as traitors, and ex- 
prelied his hope, that their behaviour would unite 
all the true friends of the prefent happy ellablitli- 
ment. To fuch a degree of mutual animolity were 
both iides inflamed, that the moft eminent members 
of the minority a^lually retired from Parliament; 
and were by the nation in geneial revered as martyrs 
to the liberty of the people. 

§ XIX. The chfpute occafioned by the conven- 
tion iq the Honfo of Lords, was mamUined with 
equal warmth, and perhajis with more abilities. 

After this famous treaty had boon confidcred, L^rd 
Carteret fuggefled, that pollibly one of the con- 
trading powers had prefented a protcfi or declara- 
tion, importing that ihc accedetl to fuch or fuch a 
meafure, only upon condition that the terms of that 
protert or declaration fhould be made good. Pie 
faid, that until his mind fltomld be free from the 
moA diflanr fufpicion liiat fuch a paper might exift 
in the prefent calc, he could not form a juft opinion 
of the tranfadion himfelf, or communicate to their 
Lordfliips any light which might be neceflary for 
that purpofe. The adherents to the rainiflry endea- 
voured to evade his curiofity in this particular, by 
general afTeriions; but bc-infifled on his fufpicion 
with fuch perfevcrance, that at length the miniflry 
produced the copy of a declaration made by the 
King of Spain ||clbre he ratified the convention, fig- 
nifying that his Catholick IN^ajcfly referved to him- 
fel^ in its full force, the right of being able to 
fnfpcnd the affiento of negroes, in calS the compny 
^ ' fliould 
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J50g K {houlcl not pay within a flliort time the fum of (Ixty- 
eight ihoLtwnd pounds flcrling, owing to Spain on 
the duty of negroes, or on the profit of the fhip 
Caroline: That under the validity and force of this 
proteft, the figning of the faid convention might be 
proceeded on, and in no other manner. In the 
debate that enfued, Lord Carteret difplayed a fur- 
prifing extent of political knowledge, recommended 
fiy all the graces of elocution, chade, pure, digni- 
‘ded, and delicate. Lord Bathiird argued againft 
the articles of convention with his ufual fpirit, 
integrity, and good fenfc, particularly animated by 
an noneft indignation which the wrongs of his 
country had infpired. The Earl of Cheflerfield at- 
tacked this inglorious tneafure with all the weight of 
argument, and all the poignancy of fatire. The 
Duke of Argyle, no longer a partifan of the mi- 
niftry, inveighed againft it as inmmous, treacherous, 
and deflrudtive, with all the fire, impetuofity, and 
cnjfhufiafm of dcclaraaiion. It ivas defended with 
unequal arms by the Duke of Newcaftle, the Earl 
of Choltnondelcy, Lord Herrey, the Lord Chancel- 
lor, the Bifhop of Salifliury, and in particular by 
the Earl of Hay, a nobleman of extenfive capacity 
and uncommon erudition ; remarkable for his know- 
ledge of the civil law, and feeraingly formed by 
nature for a politician- j cool, difeerning, plaufiblc, 
artful, and enterpnfiftg, Haunch to the minifier, 
and invariably true to his pwn interefl.. The dif- 
pate was learned, long, and obfiinatet but ended 
ufual in the difcomfiture of thofe who had -ftigma- 
tifed the treaty. The Houfe agreed to an addrefs, 
in which they thanked his Majefly for his gracious 
condcfcenfion in laying before them the convention. 
They acknowledged bis great prudence in bringing 
the demands of his ftibje^ls for their pafl: lofiea, 
which had been fo long depending, to a final adjuft- 
ment} in procuring an exprefs ftipulation for a 
Ipecdy payment j atjd laying„a foundation for ac- 

complifiiing 
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complifliing the great and defirahle ends of obtain- CIl APv 
ing future lecurity : and prefcrving the peace between ^ . 

the two nations. They declared their confidence in iTasT' 
his Royal Wifdonij that in the treaty to be concluded 
in purfuance of the convention, proper provifions 
would be made for the redrefs of the grievances o£ 
which the nation had fo juftly complained: They 
aflured his Majefty, that in cafe his juft expectations 
fliould not be anfwered, the Houfe would heartily 
and zealoully concur in all fuch meafures as fhould be 
neceflary to vindicate his Majefly’s honour, and to 
preferve to his fubjedts the full enjoyment of all 
thofe rights to which they were entitled by treaty 
and the law of nations. This was an hard-won vic- 
tory. At the head of thofe who voted agaitftl the 
addrefs we find the Prince of Wales. His example 
was followed by fix Dukes, two and twenty Earls, 
four,Vifcounts, eighteen Barons, four Bithops 5 and 
their party was reinforced by fixteen proxies. A 
fpirited proteft was entered and fnbfcribed by lAne- 
and-thirty Peers, comprehending all the noblemen 
of the kingdom who were moft eminent for their 
talents, integrity, and virtue. 

^ XX, A meflage having been delivered to the An. mt. 
Houfe from his Majefty, importing, That he had 
fettled nine-and-thirry thouiand pounds per annum 
on the younger children of the Royal Family ; and 
defiring ihcir Lordftiips would bring in a bill to en-f 
able his Majefty to make that provifion good, out 
of the hereditary revenues of the crown, fome Lords 
in the oppofition obferved that the next heir to the 
crown might look upon this fettlemcnt as a rnort- 
gage of his revenue, which a parliament had no ' 
power to make: that formerly no daughter of the 
Royal Family was ever provided for by Parliament, 
except the ekiefl, and tlwt never was by way of 
annuity, but an exprefs provifion of a determinate 
of money paid by way of dowry^ Thefe objec- 
tions were oyet-rujed ; *a»d^tbe Houfe complied 
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BOOK- with his Majefly’s requeft. Then the Da|:e of 

^ , Ncwcaftle produced a lqbfi<ly-treaty, by which las 

Majefly obliged himfelf to pay to the King of Den- 
mark feventy thonfand pounds per annum, on con- 
dition of the Dane’s furnifhing to his Britannick 
Majefty a body of fix thoufand men, when de- 
manded. At the fame time, his grace delivered a 
mefiage from the King, defiring the Houfe would 
enable him to fulfil this engagement: and alfo to 
raife what money and troops the exigency of affairs, 
during the approaching recefs, might require. 
Another vehement difpute arofe from tnis propofal. 
With refpe<^l to the treaty, Loid Carteret obferved, 
that no ufe could be made of the Danifh troops in 
any expedition undertaken againfl Spain, becaufe 
it was :mpulated in the treaty, that they fhould not 
be ufed either in Italy, or on board of the fleet, or 
be tranfported in whole or in part beyond fea," after 
they fhould have marched out of the territories of 
Deitmark, except for the defence of the kingdoms 
of Great- Britain and Ireland: nay, fliould BVance 
join againft the Englifh, the Danes could not adl 
againfl. that power or -Spain, except as p^irt of an 
array formed in Germany or Flanders. This body 
of Danes may he faid, tlierefore, to have been re- 
tained for the defence and protection of Hanover : 
or, if the intereft of Biitain was at all confultcd in 
the treaty, it mufl have been in preventing the 
Danes from joining their fleets to thofe of France 
and Spain. Then he argued againfl the fecoftd part 
of the meflagc with, great vivacity. He faid no- 
thing could be more dangerous to the conftitution 
than a general and unlimited vote of credit. Such 
a demand our anceftors would have heard with 
amazement, and lejedled with fcorn. He affirmed 
thar^^the praClice was bet of moderif date in Eng- 
land: that it was never beard of before the Revo- 
lutions and newer became frequent until the patioti 
was'blefiM with the pr?feBt wife edtniniftrarion. He 
4 faid, 
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faid, if ever a general vote of credit and confidence cii W. 
fliould become a cullomary compliment from the ^ , 

Parliament to the crown at the end of every feffion, 
or as often as the minirter might think fit to delire 
it, Parliaments would grow dcfpicable in the eyes 
of the people : then a proclamation might be eafily 
fubftituted in its Head, and happy would it be for 
the nation if that fhould be fufficient ; for when a 
Parliament ceafes to be a check upon minillers, it 
, becomes an ufelefs an unneceflary burthen on the 
people. The reprefentatives niufl always be paid 
ibme way or other: if their wages are not paid openly 
and furely by their refpedlive condituents, as they 
were formerly, a majority of them may in future times 
be always ready to accept of wages from the adtni- 
nillration, and thefe mull come out of the pockets 
of the people. The Duke of Argyle and the Earl 
of Chefterficld enlarged upon the fame topicks. 
Neverthelcfs, the Iloufe complied with the meflage ; 
and prefented an addrefs, in which they not <^nly 
approved of the treaty with Denmark, but likewife 
allured his Majeliy they would concur witli his 
meafures, and fupport him in fulfilling his engage- 
ments, as well as in making fuch further augmen- 
tation of his forces by fea and land, as he Ibould 
think neceflary for the honour, intereft, and fafety of 
thefe kingdoms, 

§ XXI. The fame meflage being communicated 
to the Commons, they voted feventy thonfand five 
hundred and eighty-three pounds, for the fubfidy to 
Denmark, and five hundred thoufaud pounds for 
augmenting the forces on any emergency. As 
Great-Britain flood engaged by the convention to 
pay the crown of Spain the fum of fixty thoufand 
pounds in confideration of the fhips taken and de- 
.flroyed by Siftt George Bygg, which fum was to be 
'■applied to the relief of the Britilh merchants who 
bad fufFered by the Spanifli depredations, the Cotn- 
mons inferred in a i>ill a cjiauie, providing for this 

’ furn 
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.BOOK- fam to be paid by the Parliament. When the b}U 
was read in the houfe of Lords a motion was made 
by Lord Bathurft for an addrefs, to know, whether 
Spain had paid the money flipulatcd by the conveb- 
tion, as the time limited for the payment of it was 
now expired. The Duke of Newcattle, by his M!a- 
jefty’s permiHion, acquainted the Houfe that it 
was not paid ; and that Spain had as yet given po 
reafon for the non-payment. Then a day was ap- 
pointed to confider the ftate of the nation, when - 
Lord Carteret moved for a refolution, that the 
failure of Spam in this particular was a breach of the 
convention, a high indignity to his Majefty, and 'an 
iqjuftice to the nation s but, after a warm debate, 
this motion was over-ruled by the majority. The 
minifter, in order to atone in fome me^urc for the 
unpopular ftep he had taken in the convention, al- 
lowed a falutary law to pafs for the encouragement 
of the woollen manufadlure ; and two bills in behalf 
of (he fugar colonies, one permitting them, for a 
limited time, to export their produce diredly to 
foreign parts, under proper reflriiSlions 5 and the 
other making more effedVual provjlions for fecudng 
the duties laid upon the importation of foreign 
Sugars, Rum, and Melafles. into Grcat-Brittui, 
and hi3 Majefly’s plantations in America. The 
fuppljes being voted, the funds eftablifhed, and the 
crown gratified in every particular, the King clqfed 
the fefiion with a fpecch on the fourteenth day of 
June, when the Chancellor in his Majefly’s n|imc 
prorogued the Parliament*. t 

§ xxir. 

* AtBong the laws anacted ui the course of this session was ah act 
aumst samms, whicl^ had become umvctskl tbrouj^t all vanhs 0^ pao- 
pie, andhkclyto ptQ\e dastvucdve of all morals, mduitry, andScaU- 
ment, Anotuetr bill passed, forn^rantug a lewati to Joanna Sthvqns, 
on ter discoveuug, tot tha boncht of the publick, a nostrum for the 
evire of persons afflicted with ihe stone; a medicine which Iras (by no 
toeaos Stuwered tbiseepectatums of the Icgibbturc. I 

In the House of Lords comp^nfwas riiade by T^ord Delawdr of a 
sedrcj, Whtvded ^lanosis, wntwn by hfr. Whitehead, in which 

some 
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§ XXII. Letters of marque and reprifal were chap. 
granted againft the Spaniards: a promotion was VI. 
made of general-oIFicers : the troops were augment- 
ed : a great fleet was aflembled at Spithead ; a re- 
inforceraent fent out to Admiral Haddock ; and an 
embargo laid on all merchant (hips outward bound, 
Notwith handing thefe preparations of war, Mr. 

Keen the Britilh minifter at Madrid, declared to 
the Court of Spain, that his mailer, although he had 
permitted his fubje£ls to make reprifals, would not 
be underftood to have broken the peace ; and that 
this permiflion would be recalled as foon as his Ca- 
tholick Majefty fhould be difpofed to make the fa- 
tisfadtion which had been fo juftly demanded. Ho 
was given to underftand, that the King of Spain 
looked upon thofe reprifals as adls of hotUlity ; and 
that he hoped, with the afliftance of heaven and his 
allies^ .he mould be able to fupport a good caufe 
againft his adverfaries. He publifhed a manifetto 
in juftification of his own condu6l, complaiipng 
that Admiral Haddock had received orders to 
cruife with his fquadron between the capes St. Vin- 
cent and St, Mary, in order to furprife the Affoguft 
Ihips ; that letters of reprifal had been publiftied at 
London in an indecent ftyle, and even carried into 
execution ia different parts of the world. He ex- 
cufed his non-payment of the ninety-five ihoufand 
pounds ftipulated in the convention, by affirming 
that the Britifli Court had firft contravened the arti- 
cles of that treaty, by the orders- fent to Haddock ; 
by continuing to fortify Georgia ; by reinforcing 
the fquadron at Jamaica ; and by eluding the pay- 
ment ol the fixty-eight thoufand pounds due to 

araie chflrjK'tn!> of dwimction were -seicidy Idihed, in the true spirit of 
poetry. Itw*. \oted alibel; a inotioa was iduIc to take the author 
Into custody; but Ifc bavm(^ witbdra^n hiraselF, the iesentmem of 
the House tell upon 11, Dodslev, the publisher of tbework, wbo-waa 
committed to the usher of the Blaok-Rod, thoupii Lord Carteret, the* 

Fail ol .Aibingdon, and Loid Talbot, spoke in hit bphalfl 

y Spaia- 
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Spain from the South-Sea Company, on the affien^O 
for negioc'i. The Fiench Ambaflacior at the Hague, 
declaied that the King Ins mailer was obliged by 
treaties to affift his Cathohek MajeHy by lea ai|cl 
land, m cafe he fhould bo attacked; he diJfTuadM 
the States General from efpoufing the quarrel of 
Gieat Bntain; and they alTured him they would ob- 
ferve a ftiid neutrality, though they could not avoid 
furnilhing his Brkannick Majefty with fuch fuccours 
as he could demand, by virtue of the treaties fub- 
lifting between the two poweis. The people of 
England were infpired with uncommon alacrity ^at 
the near profpedl of war, for which they had lo lobg 
clamoured : and the tnmidry feeing it unavoidable, 
began to be earneft and effedual in their prepara- 
tions. 

^ XXTIL The events of war were Hill unfavour- 
able to the Emperor. He had bellowed the fopn- 
mand of his army upon Velt-Marefchal Count 
Willis, who allenibled his forces in the neighbour- 
hood of Belgrade ; and advanced towards Crotlka, 
where he was attacked by the Turks with fuch ;m- 
petuolity and peifeverance, that he was obliged to 
give ground, alter a long and obllinate engagcmdnt, 
in which he loll above fix thoufand men. The 
Earl of Crawford, who ferved as a volunteer in the 
Imperial army, lignalized his courage in an ex^ra- 
ordinary manner on this occafion, and received a 
dangerous wound, of which he never perfe<511yjre- 
covered. The Turks were afterwards worBed/ at 
Jabouka, neverthelefs, their giand army invelled 
Belgrade on the fide of Seivia, and carried on|the 
operations of the fiege with extraordinary vigour. 
The Emperor, dreading the lofs of this place, flee- 
ing his finances exhaufled, and his army confiderdbly 
diminillied, coofented^ro a negociation for pejace, 
which was tianfafled under the mediation of I the 
French Amballador at the Ottoman Poite. The 
Count de Keaperg, ^s Impq^ial Plenipotentiary, 
* figned 
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ligned the preliminaries on the fir'' ihy of Septem->CirAP. 
ber. They were ratified by the Jtiuiperor, ihou{;]i^ ^ 
he pretcudcd to be difiafisficd with the articles ; and 17^^ 
declared that his minifler had exceeded his powers. 

By this treaty the Iloufe of Aufiria ceeded to the 
Grand Signor, ^Belgrade, Sabatz, Servia, Auilriati 
Wallaclna, the ifle and fortrefs of Orfova, with the 
fort of St. Jjllizabcth ; ajid the contradling powers 
agreed that the Danube and the Saavc fhould fen’e 
as boundaries to the two Empires. The Emperor 
publiilicd a circular letter, addrefled to his miniflers 
at all the courts in Europe, blaming Count Wallis 
for the bad fuccefs of the lafl; campaign, and difown- 
ing the negociations of Count NeUpCrg : nay, thefc 
two officers were actually difgraced, and confined 
in different caftles. This, however, was no other 
than a facrifice to the refentment of the Czarina, who 
loudly complained, that the Emperor had concluded 
a feparate peace, contrary to his engagements with 
the Ruffian empire. Her General, Count Munich, 
had obtained a vidlory over the Turks at Choezim 
in Moldovia, and made himfelf mafter of that place, 
in which he found two hundred pieces of artillery : 
hut the country was lb ruined by the incurfions of 
the Tartars, that the Mufeovites could not fublifl 
in it during the winter. The Czarina, finding her- 
fclf abandoned by the Emperor, and unable to cope 
with the whole power of the Ottoman empire, took 
the firfl. opportunity of putting an end to the wat 
upon honourable terms. After a Chort ncgociation, 
the conferences ended in a treaty, by which fhe was 
left in poflcflion of Afoph, on condition that its 
fortifications fhpuld be detnolifhed ; and the ancient 
limits were re-cftabli(hed between the two empires. 

^ XXIV. A rupture between Great-Britain and 
Spain was now become inevitable. The Englifli 
f(|uadron in the Mediterranean had already made 
prize of two rich Caracca fliips.' King had 

jffUed orders for augmenting his Jan^J forfcea, and 

VOL. III. D ' ’ tailing 
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BOOK-raifinga body of marines: and a great number 
IL fliips of war were put in corami (fion. Admiral Vef- 
non had been fent to the Wcll-Indics, to aflumc the 
command of the fqnadron in thofc feas 3 and to ah- 
noy the trade and fettlements of the Spaniard's. 
This gentleman, had rendered himfelf confiderable 
in the Houle of Commons, by loudly condemnimg 
all the raeafures of the minillry, and bluntly fpeak- 
ing his fentiments, whatever they were, without ][e- 
fpedl of perfons, and fometimes without any regard 
to decorum. He was counted a good olEcer, a^d 
this boillerous manner feemed to enhance his cha- 
radler. As he had once commanded a fquadron in 
Jamaica, he was perfectly well acquainted with thpfe 
feas; and in a debate upon the Spanifh depreda- 
tions, he chanced to affirm, that Porto«Bello on the 
Spanifh main might be eafily taken : nay, he even 
undertook to reduce it with fix flfips only, , Tj'his 
offer was echoed from the mouths of all the mernbers 
in the oppofition. Vernon was extolled as ano|her 
Drake or Kaleigh : he became the idol of a party, 
and his praife refounded from all corners of j the 
kingdom. The minifler, in order to appcafc,ihc 
clamouis of the people on this lubjcdf, fent hiip as 
commander in chief to the Weft-Indies. He was 
pleafed with an opportunity to remove fuch a 1 rou- 
iDlcfome cenfor from the Houfe of Commons ; and, 
perhaps, he was not without hope, that Vernon 
would difgrace himfelf and his party, by failing in 
the exploit he had undertaken. His Catholick Ma- 
jefiy having ordered all the Britifb fhips in his har- 
bours to be feized and detained, the King of Eng- 
land would keep meafares with hiin no longer , but 
denounced war againft him on the twenty-tnir I day 
of Odlober, Many Englilh merchants b^un to 
equip privateers, and qfm th^ir trading vefil s; to 
prcftedl their own commerce, as well as tq dlftrefs 
that of the enemy, The feffion of Patliamei it wp4, 
looped In Kovember, wr.hen thq^King, in his f peetdi 

I to 
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to bolli IToufc*!, doclarcd, the he had augmented CHAP, 
his Ibrces by lea and land, purfuant to' the power ^ • , 

vefted in liim by Parliament for the fccurity of bis j^iyT 
dominions, the proiedlion of trade, and the annoy- 
ance of the enemy ; and he expreilcd his appreheri- 
fion, that the heats and animofiiies, which had been 
induflrioully fomented throughout the kingdom, 
encouraged Spain to adt in fuch a manner as ren- 
dered it neceffiiry for him to have recourfe to arms. 

In anlwer to ‘this fpeech, alFcdhonate addrelfes were 
prefented by both Houfes, without any confide rable 
oppofition. 

^ XXV. The receding members had again re- 
fumed their feats in the Houfe of Commons ; and 
Mr. Pnlteney thought proper to vindicate the extra- 
ordinary Hep which they bad taken. He faid, they 
thought that ftep was necclTary, as affairs then flood, 
for clearing their charadlers to pofterity from the 
imputation of fitting in an affenably, where a deter- 
mined majority gave a faudlion to meafurcs evidently 
to the difgrace of his Majefly and the nation. He 
obferved, that their condudl was fo fully juftified by 
the declarviiion of war againfl. Spain, that any fur- 
ther vindication would be fuperfluous } for ewery 
afiertion contained in it had been almoft in the fame 
words infifted upon by thofe who oppofed the con- 
vention : Every fentenco in it (added he) is an 
“ echo of what was faid in our reafonings againfl: 

“ that treaty ; every pofitive truth which the de- 
“ claration lays down, was denied with the utmoft 
“ confidence by thofe who fpoke for the convention; 

and fiuce that time, there has not one event hap- 
“ pened which was not then forefeen and foretold.” 

, He propoled, that in maintaining the war, the Spa- 
nifh fettlemehts in the Wcfi-Indies f^ould be at- 
tacked; and thaiSthe miniflry’fhould not have the 
pow^f tb give up the conquefts that rrtight be made. 

He ^id he heartily wifhed, for his MajcAy’s honour 
and fbrvice, that no montiofi had been made of heats 

X) 2 and 
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JBOOK\nd ammofities in the King’s fpeech? and gave it 
as his opinion^ that they fliould take no notice of 
that claufe in their addrefs. He was anfwercd by 
Sir Robert Walpole, who took occafion to fay, he 
was in no great concern left the fcrvice of his Ma- 
jefty or the nation fhotild fuifer by the abfence of 
thofe members who had quitted the IToufe ; he 
affirmed, the nation was generally fenfible, that the 
many ufeful and popular a£ls which paffed towards 
the end of the kfl. feffion, were greatly forwarded and 
facilitated by the feceffion of thofe gentlemen ; and, 
if they were returned only <o oppofe and perplex, he 
Ihould not be at all forry to fee them fecede again. 

§ XXVI. Mr. Pulteney revived the bill which he 
had formerly prepared for the encouragement of 
feamen. After a long difpute, and eager oppofition 
by the mioiftry, it paffed Doth Houfes, and obtained 
the royal affent. Mr. Sandys having obfervRd that 
there could be no immediate ufe for a great number 
of forces in the kingdom ; and explained how lit- 
tle fervice could be expeiftcd from raw and undifei- 
plined men 5 propofed an addrefs to the King, de- 
firing that the body of marines fliould be cora- 
pofed of drafts from the old regiments : that as few 
officers fbould be appointed as the nature of the cafe 
would permit ; and he expreffed his hope, that the 
Houfe would recommend this method to his Ma- 
jefty, in tender corapaffion to his people, already 
burthened with many heavy and grievous taxes. 
This feheme was repugnant to the intention of the 
luiniftry, whofe aim-was to increafe the number of 
their dependents, and extend their parliamentary 
Intereft, by granting a great number of commiffions. 
The propofal was, therefore, after a long debate, 
rejcAed by the majoiity. Motions were made for 
ofl enquiry into the c^ndudi of thofe who concluded 
tile convention j but they were over-ruled. The 
penfion biU was revived, and fo powerftjlly fup- 
ported by the cloqi^ence of Sir William Wyndbam, 
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Mr. Pultcney, and Mr. Lyttelton, that it mode itsGilAP. 
way throuj^h the Commons to the Tipper Houre,,^ , 
where it was again loft itpon a divifion, after a 
lon<T debate. As the feamcn of the kinadoin ex- 
prcfted -uncorntnon avcrnon to the fcrvice of the 
government, and the fleet could not be manned 
without great difficulty, the miniftry prepared a bill 
which was brought in by Sir Charles Wager, for 
regiftering all feamen, watermen, fifliermen, and 
■* lightermen, throughout his Majefly’s dominions. 

Had this bill pafled into a law, a Biitifh failor would 
have been reduced to the moft abjeft degree of 
llavery ; had he removed from a certain diftntft al- 
lotted for the place of his refidence, he would have 
been deemed a deferter, and punifhed accordingly : 
he muft have appeared, when fummoned, at all 
hazards, whatever might have been the circum- 
flanccs' of his family, or the ftate of his private 
affairs; had he been incumbered with debt, he rnuft 
cither have incurred the penalties of this law, or lain 
at the mercy of his creditors ; had he acquired by 
indiiftry, or received by inheritance, an ample for- 
tune, he would have been liable to be torn rfom his 
polTclIiona, and fubjc<ftcd to hard fhips which no man 
would endure but from the fenfe of fear or indigence. 

The bill was fo vigoroufly oppofed by Sir John Bar- 
nard and others, as a flagrant encroachment on the 
liberties of the people, that the Houfe rejeded it 
on the fecond reading. 

§ XXVII. The King having by mefla|e commu- 
nicated to the Houfe his intention of difpofing the 
Princefs Maty in marriage to Prince Frederick o£ 

Hefte I and exprefling his hope, that the Commons 
would enable him to give a fiiitable portion to his 
daughter, they unanimoufly refolved to grant forty 
tboufand poundR for that purpofe ; and prefented an 
addrefs of thanks to his Majefty, for having com- 
municated to the Houfe this intended marriage. 

On the thirteenth dtry of IN^rch a fliip arrived from 

the 
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BOOK the Wefl-Indies, difpatched by Admiral Vernon, 

, , with an account of his having taken Porto-Bcllo, 

^17^7 on the iflhmus of Darien, with fix fiiips only, and 
demolifhed all the fortifications of the place. The 
Spaniards adled with fuch pufillanimity on this oc- 
cafion, that their forts were taken almofl: without 
bloodfhed. The two Houfes of Parliament joined 
in an addrefs of congratulation upon this fuccefs of 
his Majedy’s arms ; and the nation in general was 
wonderfully elated by an exploit which was mag- 
nified much above its merit. The Commons grant- 
ed every thing the Crown thought proper to de- 
mand. Tlicy piovided for eight-and-twenty thou- 
fand land forces, befidesfixthoufand raaiines. They 
enabled his Majetly to equip a very powerful navy : 
they voted the fubfidy to the King of Denmark ; 
and they empowered their Sovereign to defray cer- 
tain extraordinary cxpcnces not fpecifictl in tbt efli- 
mates, To anfwer thefe uncommon grants, they 
impofed a land-tax of four fliilliogs in the pound ; 
and enabled his Majefty to deduft twelve hundred 
thoufand pounds from the finking fund ; in a word, 
the expence of the war, during tfie courfe of the en- 
fuing year, amounted to about four millions. The 
feffion was clofed on the tv/enty ninth day of April, 
when the King thanked the Commons for the fup- 
plies they had fo liberally granted, and recom- 
menced union and moderation to both Ploufes. 

An. t740. ^ XX.Vin. During the greateft part of this win- 

ter, the poor had been grievoufly afiflidled in confe-,, 
quence of a fevere froft, which began at CbriftmaS;, 
and continued till the latter end of February. The 
river Thames was covered with fuch a cruft of ice^j 
that a multitude of pccmle dwelled upon it imtents, 
and a great number pt booths were eredfed for the 
entertainment of the pc^ulace. Tha navigation was 
entirely flopped ; the watermen and fiuiermen were 
difabled from^eai ning a livelihood litfhe frutts of the 
jarth were deftroyed by, the coldi which was fq ex- 
treme, 
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trcme, that many perfons were chilled to death ; 'Chap. 
'and this calamity was the more deeply fell, as the 
poor could not alford to lupply thonifelves with 174a 
coals and fuel, which were advanced in price, in 
proportion to the feverity and continuance of 'the 
froft. The lower clafs of labourers, who worked in 
the open air, were now deprived of all means of 
lubfiflence: many kinds of manufacture were laid 
afide, becaufe it was found impratSticable to carry 
them on. The price of all foits of provifion rofe 
almoft to a dearth : even water was fold in the 
ftreets of London. In this feafon of diftrefs, many 
wretched families muft have perifhed by cold and 
hunger, had not thofe of opulent fortunes been in- 
fpired with a remarkable Ipirit of compaffion and 
humanity. Nothing can more redound to the ho- 
nour of the Engliflt nation, than did thofe inftances 
of benevolence and well-conduded charity which 
were then exhibited. The liberal hand was not only 
opened to the profefled beggar, and the poor that 
owned their dillrefs} but uncommon pains were 
taken ,to find out and relieve thofe more unhappy 
objeds, who from motives of falfe pride, or inge- 
nuous lhame, endeavoured to conceal their mhery. 

Thefe were affifled almofl. in their qwn defpite. The 
folirary habitations of the widow, the fatherlefs, and 
the unfortunate, were vifited by the beneficent, who' 
felt for the woes of their fellow creatures ; and, to 
fuch as refufed to receive a portion of the publick 
charity, the neceflaries of life were privately con- 
veyed, in fuch a manner as could leaft fliock the der 
licacy of their difpofitions. 

^ XXIX. In the beginning of May, the Xing 
of Great-Britain fet out for Hanover, after having, 
appointed a Regency, and concerted vigorous mea- 
sures for diftrefling the enemy. In a few days after 
his departure, the fpoufais of the Princefs Mary 
were celebrated by proxy, the Duke of Gumbeflana 
xeprefenting-the Pnace of Hefle, and in June the 
' ' Princefa 
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BO O jt'Princcfs ertibarkecl for the Continent. Abeitt the 
fame litnej a floop arrived in England with dif- 
patches from Admiral Vernon, who, fince his ad-, 
venture at Porto Bello, had bombarded Carthagena, 
and taken the fort of San Lorenzo, on the river of 
Chagre, in the neighbourhood of his former con- 
queft. This month was hkewife marked by the 
death of his Pruffian Majefty, a Prince by no means 
remarkable for great or amiable qualities, tie was 
fucceeded on the throne by Frederick his clclelt fon, 
the late King of that realm, who has fo eminently 
diftinguilhed himfelf as a warrior and legiflator. In 
Augufl, the King of Greit-Biitain concluded a 
treaty with the Landgrave of Hefle, who engaged to 
furnifti him with a body of fix thoufuni men for 
four years, tn confidcralion of an 'annual fubfidy of 
two hundred and fifty thoufand crowns. 

^•XXX. Meanwhile, preparations of war.v?ere 
vigoroufly carried on by the minifiry in England. 
They had wifely refolved to annoy the Spaniaids in 
their American poflefiions. Three Ihips of war, 

' cruifiog in the bay of Bifcay, fell in with a large 
Spanifli flaip of the line ftrongly manned, and took 
her after a very obftinate engagement; but the ' 
aflogue fiiips arrived, with the treafure, in Spain, 
notwithfianding the vigilance of the Englifli com- 
manders, who were fialioned in a certain latitude 
to intercept that flota. One camp was formed on 
Hounflow- heath ; and fix thoufand marines lately 
levied were encamped on the Ifle of Wight, in or- 
der to be embarked for the Weft-Indies. Intelli- 
gence being received, that a flrong fquadron of Spa- 
nifti ihips of war waited at Ferrol for orders to fail 
to their American fettlements, Sir John Norris 
failed with a powerful fleet from Spithead, to dif* 
puts their voyage ; and^ the Duke »f Cumberland 
fprved in peribn as a volunteer in this expedition ; 
but, after divers fruidefs eflbits, he was, by con- 
trary winds, obliged to ^ie ina<£dvc for the greateft- 

part 
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part of the fumracv in Torbay: and, upon advice c?iAP. 
that the French and SpaniOj fqaadrous had failed to ’ 
the Wefi-Indics in cotijiin<fUon, the delign againft 
Fcrrol was wholly 1 ml alide. In bcpicmber, a 
i’mall fquadroa of fliips commanded by Commo- 
dore Anion, fet fail for the South-Kca, in oidc-r to 
adl againll the enemy on the coall of Chili and Peru, 
and co-operate occalic'r.ally with Adiniial Vernon 
acrofs the inhmus of Daiien. The feheme was well 
, laid, but ruined by unncceflliry delays, and unfore- 
fecu accidents. But the hopes of the nation centered 
chielly in a formidable armament defigned for the 
northevn coall of New Spain, and his Caiholick Ma- 
jehy’s other fcttlements on that fide of the Atlun- 
tick. Commilfions had been ifllied for raifing a 
regiment of four battalions in the Englilli colonics 
of North- America, that they might be tranlponcd 
to J^uuaica, and join the forces from iingland. 

Thefc, confining of the marines, and detachments 
from forao old regiments, were embarked in 0«Slo- 
ber at the Tile of Wight, under the command of 
Lord Cathcart, a nobleman of approved honour, 
and great experience in the art of war; and they 
faileil under convoy of Sir Clialoner Ogle, with a 
fleet of feven-and-twenty fliijjs of the line, befidei 
frigates, fire-fhips, bomb-ketches, and tenders. They 
were hkcwlfe furnllhed with hofpital Ihips, and fiore- 
fhips, laden with provifion, ammunition, all forts of 
W'arUke implements, and every kind of convenience. 

Never was an armament more completely equipped ; 
and never had the nation more reafon to hope for 
extraordinary fuccefs. 

^ XX.XI. On the twentieth day of OiSlober, 

Charles VI, Plraperor of Germany, the lafi Prince 
of the Houfe of Auftiii, died at Vienna, atid wa$ 
fucceeded in Iws hereditary, dominions by his eldelh 
daughter, the Archcluchels Maria Tberefa, married 
to the Grand Duke of Tufeany. Though this Prin^ 
cefs fucceeded as CJ.u.een of, Hungary, by virtue of 



History op England. 


• 42 

BOOrK the pragmatick fan<Slion guaranteed by all the powers 
jn Europe, her fucccffioii produced fuch conteils as 
kindled a cruel war in the empire. The young 
King of Pruffia was no fooncr informed of the Em- 
peror’s deatli, then he entered Silclia at the licad of 
twenty thoufand men 5 feized certain fiefs to which 
his family laid claim ; and publiflted a manifefto, 
declaring that he had no intention to contravene the 
pragraatick fandtion. The Eledlor of Bavaria re- 
fufed to acknowledge the Archduchefs as Queen of 
Hungary and Bohemia; alledging, that he limfelf 
had pretenfions to thofe countries, as the defeendant 
of the Emperor Ferdinand I. who was head of the 
German branch of the Houfe of Auftria. Charles 
VI. was furvived but a few days by his ally, the 
Czarina Anne Iwanowna, who died in the forty-fifth 
year of her age, after having bequeathed her Crown 
to Iwan, or John, the infant fon of her niece,, the 
Princefs Anne of Mecklenburgh, who hai been 
marVied to Anthony Ulrick, Duke of Bnmfwick 
Lunenbourg-Bevern. She appointed the Cuke of 
Courland Regent of the Empire, and even guardian 
of the young Czar, though his own parents were 
alive: but this difpofition was not long raaini aincd. 

^ XXXII. The King of Great-Britain having 
returned to England from his German doiainions, 
the fellion of Parliament was opened in November. 
His Majefty allured them, on this occafion, that he 
W3S determined to profecute the war vigoroully, 
even though France Ihould efpoufe the caufe of 
Spain, as her late conduit feemed to favour this 
fuppofiiion. He took notice of the Emperor’s death, 
as an event which in all likelihood would open a new 
jfccne of affairs in Europe: he therefore recommended 
to their confideration the neceflary fupplies for put- 
ting the nation in fuch ^ poflure thaMt fhould have 
Jttothit^ to fear from any emergency. Finally, he 
defired them to confiderof fome proper regulations 
for preventing'the exportation oidorn, and :br more 

effectual 
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cfTediial methods to man the fleet at this conjunc- 
tare. Tbs Commons, after having voted an addrefs 
of tiianks, brought in a bill for prohibiting the ex- 
portation of corn and proviflons, for a limited time, 
out of Great-Britain, Ireland, and the American 
plantations. This was a meafurc calculated to dif- 
trefs the enemy, who were fuppofed to be in want 
of thefe ncceflaries. The French had contradled 
for a very large quantity of beef and pork in Ireland 
for the ufe of their own and the Spanilh navy ; and 
an embargo had been laid upon the fhips of that 
kingdom. The bill met with a vigorous oppofilion; 
yet the Houfe unanimoufly refolved, that his Ma- 
jefty fhould be addrefled to lay an immediate em- 
bargo upon all fhips kden with corn, grain, ftarch, 
rice, beef, pork, and other proviflons, to be ex- 
ported to foreign parts. They likewife refolved, 
that, the thanks of the Houfe fliould be given to 
Vice-Admiral Vernon, for the fcrvices he had done 
to his king and country in the Wefl-lndies. One 
William Cooley w^as examined at the bar of the 
Houfe, and committed to prifqn, after having owned 
himfelf author of a paper, intituled, “ Confiderations 
upon the embargo on provifion of vi£liial.” The 
performance contained many flirewd and fevere ani- 
madverfions upon the government, for having taken 
a flep which, without anfwcring the purpofe of dif- 
treffing the enemy, would prove a grievous difeou- 
ragement to trade, and ruin all the graziers of Ire- 
land. Notwithflanding the arguments ufed in this 
remonftrance, and feveral petitions that were pre- 
fented againfl the corn-bill, it palled by mere dint 
of minifterial influence. The other party endea- 
voured, by various motions, to fet on foot an en- 
quiry into the orders, letters, and inftrudlions, which 
had been fent to Admiial Vernou and Admiral 
Haddock; but all fuch mveftjgations were carefully 
avoided. 
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JBO Ol? § XXX.ni. A very hot contcll arolb from a bill 
/ which the miniftry brought in under the ipreious 
?7-io. title ofj A bill for the encour.igciucnt and iujcroale 
of feamen, and for the better and Ipecdjer niJinning 
his Majefty’s fleet. This was a revival of tliji* op- 
preflave fenetne which had been rejected in th)e lor- 
mer feffion; a'fcheme by which the juflices of the 
peace were empowered to hfue wanants to qonfla- 
bles and headbotoughs, to fearch by day or' night 
for fuch fea-farlng men as fliould conceal tlieifilelves 
within their reljjechve junfdit'lions. Thefe icjrchers 
were vefted with authority to force open dopra, in 
cafe of refiflancft; and encouraged to this Molcnce 
by a reward for every feaman they fliould difcover 5 
while the unhappy wretches fo difeovered were drag- 
ged into the fervice, and their names enterei 1 in a 
regifter to be kept at the Navy or the Adniralty- 
Ofiice. Such a, plan of tyranny did not pdfs ^in- 
cenfured. Every exceptionable claufe produced a 
warm debate, iii which Sir John Barnard, W r. Pul- 
teney, Mr. Sandys, Lord Gage, Mr. Pitt, ai d Mr. 
Lyttelton, fignaUzed themfelves nobly in dei ending 
the liberties of their fellow fubjeds, Mr. Pitt having 
exprefled a laudable indignation at fuch a larg c flridc 
towards defpotick power, in juftification of which 
nothing courd be urged but the plea of naceflity, 
Mr. H. Walpole thought proper to attack him with 
fome perfonal farcaflns. He rellei^ed upon hisjyouth ; 
and obferved that the difeovery of truth was very 
little promoted by pompous didion and tHeatricm 
emotion. Thefe intinuations expofed him to a fe- 
vere reply, Mr, Pflt Handing up again, lal(|, " He 
* would not undertake fo determine whethe ' youth 
could be juftly imputed to any man as a re Jroach ; 
" but he affirmed, that the wretch, who aftei having 
“ feen the confequencee of repeated** errors , conti- 
** nues flill to blonder, and whofe age has only ad- 
“ ded obftinacy to flupidity, is furely the o ^jed of 
** either abhorrence or contempt, and d^: ves not 
^ “ that 
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lliat Ills grey head flioiild fecure him {i-om Infulis; C4T ap. 
much more is he lo he abhoued, who^ as he has Vi. 

" advanced in age, has rcM-ted from virtue, and 
becomes more wicked vvitli Id's temptation ; wht> 

** proflitutes himfelf for money which he cannot 
“ enjoy ; and fpends the remains of his life in the 
“ ruin of his country.”— -Petitions were prefented 
from the city of London, and county of Gloucefter, 
againft the bill, as detrimental to the trade and na- 
vigation of the kingdom, by difeouraging rather 
than encouraging failors, and deftrudive to the 
liberties of the fubjed : but they were both rejeded 
as infults upon the Houfe of Commons. After very 
long debates, maintained on both fides with extra-, 
ordinary ardour and emotion, the fevere claufes were 
dropped, and the bill palled with amendments. 

§ XXXIV. But the moft remarkable incident of 
thls/flHon, was an open and perfonal attack upon 
the minii'Jer, who was hecorae extremely unpopular 
all over the kingdom. The people were now more 
than ever, fenfible of tho grievous taxes under which 
they groaned; and faw their burthens daily increa- 
fing. No effedual attempt had as yet been made to 
annoy the enemy. Expenhve fquadrons had been 
equipped ; had made excurfions, and returned with.- 
cut llriking a blow. The Spanifli fleet had failed 
firfl from Cadiz, and then from Perrol, without 
any interruption from Admiral Haddock, who com- 
manded tlie Britifh fquadron in the Mediterranean, 
and who was fuppofed to be reftridled by the in- 
llru6lions he had received from the miniflry, though 
in fadl his want of fuccefs was owing to accident. 
Admiral Vernon had written from the Weft-Indies 
to his private friends, that he was negleiSled, and irt 
danger of being facrificcd. Notwithftanding the 
numerous nayy which the nation maintaifted^ith# 
Spanifh privateers made prize of the mer- 
chant fhips with impunity. la 4*ektiea, 

and in ’coiptempt gf that hiiimate v&'bich 

had 
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BOOK Iiad been fo long cultivated between the Freach and 
^ j Englid) ininiftry, the King of France had ordered 
jwo the harbour and fortilications of Dunkuk to be re- 
paired: his fleet had faileil to the Wcd-Indics, m 
coniundlion with that of Spain ; and the merchants 
of England began to tremble for Jamaica: Anally, 
commerce was in a manner llifpcnclcd, by t ic prac- 
tice of prelling failors into the iervicc, ana by the 
embaigo which had been laid upon fliips, in all the 
ports of Gieat-Biitain and Ireland. Thefli caufes 
of popular difeontent, added to other complaints 
which had been fo long repeated againfl. the Mi- 
nifter, exaggerated and inculcated by his enemies 
with unweared induftry, at length rendered him fo 
univerfally odious, that his name was feliloni or 
never mentioned with decency, except by bis own 
dependents. 

§ XXXV, The country-party in Pali ament 
feized this opportunity of vengeance. Mr. Sandys 
went op to Sir Robert Walpole in the Houfe, and 
told him, that on Friday next he flioUld bring a 
charge againfl: him in pubhek. The Miniflci feemed 
tobefurpnfed at this uncxpe6lcd iniimatitm; but, 
after a fhort paufe, thanked him politely for this pie- 
vious notice, and faid he deflred no favour, but fair 
play*. Mr. Sandp, at the lime which he :iad ap- 
pointed for this accufation, flood upi, and in ftudied 
fpeech entered into a longdeduftion of the miniflefs 
mifcondudl. He infified upon the difconteni:s of the 
nation, in confequence of the mealmes which had 
been for many years puifued at home and abroad. 
He profefled his belief that there was not a gentle- 
man m the Houfe who did not know that one Angle 
perfon m the adminiftration was the chief, if not the 

foie 

* this occasion be ini'«jooted Honoo. " As I eti not oott- 
" of anv- orjae (said he) t do not djO«bt of being al le to make 

It pbjiwt tieloncc camarc ttht nul/i pa/iisenie ei^0 " Jlewitta 

Corn&eOJt Mi P^iUeney , hut Insisted upoir' Ins beini^ fb the tight* 
«uid laid a n Jg«r on the jut.tuei>$ of his quotation. 
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foie advifer and promoter of all ihofe tneafurcsf, chap. 
“ This (added he) is known without doors, as welt VI., 
as within j therefore, the difcontents, the re- 
“ proaclies, and even the curfes of the people, are ' 

" all direded againil that lingle perfon. They com- 
plain of prefent meafures : they have fuffered by 
“ patl tneaiures: they expedt noredrefs; they expedt 
no alteration or amendment, whilft he has a inare 
in direding or advifing our future adminiftration, 

Thefe, Sir, are the lentiments of the people in 
regard to that minifler: thefe fentimenis we are 
in honour and duty bound to reprefent to his Ma- 
jefly; and the proper method for doing this, as 
“ eAablifhcd by our conftitntion, is to addrefs his 
Majefty to remove him from his councils.” He 
then proceeded to explain the particulars of the mi- 
nifler’s mifeondud in the whole fcrics of his nego- 
ciations abroad. He charged him with having en- 
deavoured to fupport his own intered, and to ered 
a kind of defpotick government, by the pradice of 
corruption; with having betrayed the intereft and 
honour of Grcat-Britain m the late convention s with 
having ncglcded to profecute the war againfl Spain ; 
and he concluded with a motion for an addrefs to 
the King, that he would be pleafed to remove Sir 
Robert Walpole from his prefence and councils for 
ever. He was anfwered by Mr. Pelham, who un- 
dertook to defend or exqufe all the meafures which 
the other and condemned i and acquitted himfelf as 
a warm, friend and unfhaken adherent. Againfl this 
champion Sir John Barnard entered the lifts, and was 
fuflained by Mr. Pulteney, who, with equal fpiric 
and precifion, pointed out and expofed all the ma- 
terial errors and mal- pradlices of the adminillration. 

Sir Robert Walpole fpokc with great temper and de- 
liberation in behalf of himfelf. With rcjfpedl to the 
article of biibery and corruption, he faid if any one 
inflanpe (lad been mentioned ; ,if it had been fhown 
that he ever oftcre^ a reward tp any" member of 

either 
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BOOK either Iloufc, or ever ihroatint'd to deprive iny 
member of his oflice or employmeiii, iu order to 
influence his voting in Pailiameni, iheie mijjln have 
beenfome ground for this charge; but whan it was 
fo generally laid, he did not know what he dould fay 
to itj unlels to deny it as generally and as pothivcly 
as it had been afleried.— Such a declaration as this, 
in the hearing of Ih many peifons, who hot only 
knew, but lubfifted by his wages of corruption, was 
a ftrong proof of the miniflcr's being dead to all 
fenfe of fhame, and all regard to teracitV. The 
debate was protraded by the court members till 
three o’clock in the moining, when about fixity of 
the oppofite party having retired, the mO|tion, was 
rejedled by a confiderablc majority. 

^ XXXVI, A bill was brought in for prohibiting 
the pia^lice of infuring fhips belonging to the ene- 
mies of the nation ; but it was vigoroufly oppofed 
by Sir John Barnard and Mr. Willimot, who de- 
monftrated that this kind of trafhek was advan- 
tageous to the kingdom 5 and the fehume was 
dropped. Another warm contcfl aiofeitpo.i aclaufc 
of the mutiny-bill, relating to the cjuartciirg of fol- 
diers upon inn-keepers and publicans, who com- 
plained of their being diflrefled in furnifli ng tliofe 
guefts with provifions and necefiaries at the rates 
preferibed by law or cufioro. There wete lot want- 
ing advocates to eixpaiiate upon the nature of this 
grievance, which, however, was not rcdreflei 1. A new 
trade was at this time opened with Perfia through 
the dotnioions of the Czar, and vefiod with an ex- 
clufive privilege in the Ruffian company, b; r an adl of 
Parliament. The Commons voted forty rhoufaud 
feamen for the fervice of the enfuiftg year, ind about 
thirty thpufand then fot the eftabhftimen : of land- 
forces. They provide^ for the fubfidies granted 
to the King .of Demp^rk and the Lanflgiave of 
Hefih-Caflpl and tqok every ftep which was fug- 

gi^ed 
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gelled for the eafe and the convenience of the go- 
vernment. 

§ XXXVII. The parties in the Houfe of Lords 
were influenced by the fame motives which adluated 
the Commons. The Duke of Argyle, who had by 
this time refigned all his places, declared open war 
againfl the miniflry. In the beginning of the leifion, 
the King’s fpeech was no fooner reported by the 
Chancellor, than this nobleman flood up, and moved 
• that a general addrefs of thanks fhoultl be prelcnted 
to his Majefty, inftead of a recapitulation of every 
paragraph of the King’s fpeech, re-echoed from the 
Parliament to the Throne, with expreflions of blind 
approbation, implying a general concurrence with 
all the meafures of the miniller. He fpoke on this 
fubjedl with an aftonilhing impetuofity of eloquence* 
that rolled like a river which had overflowed its 
banks’ -and deluged the whole adjacent country. 
The motion was Supported by Lord Bathurft, Lord 
Carteret, the Earl of Che|lerfield, and Lord Gower, 
who, though they difplayed all the talents of oratory, 
were out- voted by the oppofite party, headed by the 
Duke of Newcaftle, the Earl of Cholmondeley, Lord 
Hervey, and the Lord Chancellor. The motion 
was rejedled, and the addrefs compofed in the ufual 
drain. The fame motions ^for an enquiry into or- 
ders and inflrudions which had mifearried in the 
Lower Houfe, were here repeated with the fame bad 
fuccefs ; in the debates, which enfued, the young 
Earls of Hallifax and Sandwich acquired a con- 
liderable fliare of reputation, for the ftrength of ar- 
gument and elocution with which they contended 
againfl the adherents of the miniflry. When the 
Houfe took into conlideration the ftatc of the army, 
the Duke of Argyle having harangued with equal 
Ikill and energy* on military affairs, propofed that 
the forces fhould be augmented by adding new levies 
to the old companies, without increafing,the number 
of officers ; as Tuch an augmentation ferved*onlv to 
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eociK dclsafe the dignity of the fervice, hy raifing the 
lowefl. of mankind to the rank of gentlemen ; and 
to extend the inlluence of the minifler, by multi- 
plying his dependents. He, therefore, moved for a 
relolution, that the augmenting the army by raifing 
regiments, as it is the moll unneccllary and moft 
expenfive methods of augmentation, was alfo the 
moft dangerous to the liberties of the nation. This 
propofal waslikewile over-ruled, after a fliort though 
warm contention. I'his was the fate of all the other 


motions made by the Lords in the oppofitian, though 
the vi(?l;ory of the Courtiers was always clogged with 
a nervous and fpirited proteft. Two days were ex- 
})ended in the debate produced by Lord Carteret’s 
motion for an addrels, befeeching his Majefty to re- 
move Sir Robert Walpole from his prefence and 
councils for ever. The fpccch that ufhered in tbia 
memorable motion would not have difgraqed a 
Cicero. It contained a retrofpc£l of all the pub- 
licli. meafures which bad been purfued fince the Re- 
solution. It explained the nature of every treaty, 
whether right or wrong, which had been concluded 
under the prefent adrainiftration. It deferibed the 
political conncdlions fubSfting between the different 
Powers in Europe, It expofed the wealenefs, the 
miftondud, and the iniquity of the Minifler, both 
in his foreign and domeftick tranfaiUons. It was 
embelliftied ivith all the ornaments of rhetorick, and 
wanned with a noble fpirit of patriotic indignation. 
The Duke of Argylc, Lord Bathurft, and his other 
colle-agucs, feemed to be animated with uncommon 
i74t, fervour, and even infpired, by the fubjed. A man 
of imasination, in reading their fpeeches, will think 
hirafcir tranfported into the Roman fenate, before 
the ruin of that republick. Neverthelefs, the Mi- 
nifter ftill triumphed hf dint of numbers ; though 
his vidory was clearly purchafed. Thirty Peers en- 
tered a vigorous proteft ; and Walpole's charader 
fufttdncd fuch a rud^ fhock iepm this oppofition, 
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iliat Ins authority feemed to be drawing near a pe- CHAP, 
riod. Immediately aKer this contefl. was decided, 
the Duke of Marlborough moved for a refolution, 174U 
that any attempt to infliA any kind of punifhment 
on any perfon, without allowing him an opportunity 
to make his defence, or without any proof of any 
crime or mifdemeanour committed by him, is con- 
trary to natural juftice^ the fundamental laws of the 
realm, and the ancient eftabhfhed ufage of Parlia- 
ment; and is a high infringement of the liberties 
of the fubjeift. It was feconded by the Duke of De- 
vonilrire and Lord Lovel; and oppofed by Lord 
Gower, as an intended cenfure on the proceedings 
of the day. This fentiracnt was fo warmly cfpoufed 
by Lord Talbot, who had diflinguifhed himlelf in 
the former debate, that he feemed to be tranfported 
beyond the bounds of moderation. Pie was inter- 
rupted by the Earl of Cholmondcley, who charged 
him with having violated the order and decorum 
which ought to be prefervcd in fuch an affembly. 

His pallton was inflamed by this rebuke : he declared 
himlelf an independent Lord; a characSler which he 
Would not forfeit for the fmiles of a Court, the profit 
of an employment, or the reward of a penfion : he 
faid, when he was engaged on the fide of truth, he 
would trample on the infolence that fliould command 
him to fupprefs his fentiments. — On a divifion, how- 
ever, the motion was carried. 

§ XXXVIII. In the beginning of April, the 
King repairing to the Houfe of Peers, pafied fome 
ai£ls that were ready for the Royal aflent. Then, in 
his fpeech to both Houfes, he gave them to under- 
iland, that the Queen of Hungary had made a re- 
quifition of the twelve thoufand men flipulated by 
treaty ; and that he had ordered the fubfidy- troops 
of Denmark ahd Plefle-Caffel to be in readinefs to 
march to her affiftat^ce, He obferved, that in this 
complicated and uncertain Rate of affairs, many in- 
cidents might arife," and render it necefRry for him 

£ a to. 
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B 0 ok to Incur extraordinary expcnccs for maintainirjg tiie 
t pragmatick fan<?\ion, at a time when lie cou d not 
polUbly have recourfe to the advice and affiflaiicc of 
bis Parliament. He, therefore, demanded cif the 
Commons fucb a fupply as might be requifte for 
thefe ends ; and promited to manage it with a 11 pof- 
lible frugality. The Lower Houfe, in their addrefs, 
approved of all his mealuies ; declared they would 
effedually fupport him againft all infults and attacks 
that migh}. be made upon any of his terr tories, 
though not belonging to the Crown of Great-Bri- 
tain ; and that they would enable him to contribute, 
in the moft effedlual manner, to the fupport of the 
Queen of Hungary. Sir Robert Walpole moved, 
that an aid of two hundred thoufand pounds fhould 
be granted to that Princefs. Mr. Shippen protefted 
againft any interpoGtion in the affairs of Ge rmany. 
He exprefled his diflike of the promife which fhad 
beeij made to defend his Majefly’s foreign domi- 
nions ; a promife, in his opinion, inconfiflent with 
that important and inviolable law, the A<Sl cf Set- 
tlement : a promife which, could it have been fore- 
known, would perhaps have for ever precluded from 
the fucceffion that illuflrious Family to which the 
nation owed fuch numbeilefs bleffings, fucb con- 
tinued felicity. The motion however palled, hough 
not without further oppofition ; and the Houfe re- 
folved, that three hundred thoufand pounds fliould 
be granted to his Majefly, to enable him eftcdually 
to fupport the Queen of Hungary. Towards the 
expence of this year, a million was dedudled from 
the linking fund 5 and the land-tax continued at 
four (hillings in the pound. The preparations for 
this war had already coft five millions. The feflion 
was doled on the twenty-fifth day of April, when 
the King rook his ]eai>e of this Pin'liament, with 
warm expreffions of lendernefs and fitiEfadion, 
Henry Bromley, Stephen Fox, and John Howe, 
three methbers of theI«ower Hi^ufe, who had fig- 

nalized 
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nalwed themfelves in defence of the Minifter, werec^i A,P. 
now ennobled, and created Barons of Montford, 
Ilchefter, and Chedwortli. A camp was formed 1747^ 
near Colchefter: and the King having appointed a 
regency, fet out in May for his German dominions.* . 

* Sir William Wyndham died the preceding year, deeply regretted 
as an orator, a patriot, and a man, the constant asserter of British li- 
berty, and one of the chief ornamonta of the Emiiah nation. In the 
course of the same year, General Oglethorpe, Governor of Gcoigia, 
had, with some succours obtained from the colony of Georgia, and 
a small squadron of King’s ship-a, made an attempt upon ftrt Au- 
gustine, the capital of Spanish l^orida; and actually reduced some 
amall forts in the neighbourhood of the place; but the Carolinians 
withdrawing in disgust, dissensions prevailing among the sea-otlicers, 
the hurricane months approaching, and the enemy Wing received a 
supply and reinforcement, he abandoned the enterprize, and returned 
to Georgia, 
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CHAP, vir, 

^ 1. 'Die army under Lord'Cathenrt and Sir Chafoner 
Ogle proceeds lo the IVtJl-lmhes. §11. Nature of 
the climate on the Spaniflt main. § III. Admhal 
Vernon fads to Carthagena. § IV. Attack of Fort 
Lazar. § V. Expedition to Ctd’a. § VI. Rupture 
between the Qiteen of Hungary and the King of Fruf> 
Jia. § VII. Hattie of Molwitz. § VIII. The King 
of Gi eat-Dritain conchAesa treaty of neutrality with 
France for the cle£lorate of Hanover, § IX. A luAy 
of French forces join the Ele^or of Bavaria. § X, 
He is crowned King of Bohemia at Prague. % XI, 
Fidelity of the Hungarians. % XII. fVar between 
Ruffia and Sweden, § XIII. Revolution in Ruffut, 
^ XIV. The Spani/li and Ftenck f madrons fifs un- 
violejled by the Englijh Admiral in iheMeditei t aneun. 
§■ XV. hiaStivity of the naval ptnver of Great- 
Biiiain, § XVI, Objlinate Jliuggle in eleSling 
members in, the New Parliament. § XVII. Re- 
markable motion in the Hoife of Commons by Lord 
Noel Somerfel, § XVIII. The country party ob- 
tain a majority in the Iloufe of Commons. § XIX, 
Sir Robtrt Walpole created Earl of Orford. § XX, 
Change in the mmijtry. § XXI. Enquiiy into the 
adminijl.-ation of Sir Robert Walpole. § XXII. Ob- 
JlruRed by the new minijlry. § XXIII. Reports 
of the fecret committee. § XXiV. The Elector of 
Bavaria chofen Emperor. § XXV, The King of 
Pritjpa gains the battle at CzaJJaw. Treaty, at 
Brejlaw. § XXVI. The French troops retire un- 
der the cannon of Prague. A frejh body fent with 
the Marefchal de Mallebois to bring them off . — . 
§ XXVii. Extraordinary retreat of M. de Bcl- 
leijle, § XXVIII. ThS King of Great- Britain forms 
an at my in Flanders. \ XXIX. ProM-efs of the 
war between Ruff a and Sweden, § XXX. The 
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King of Sardinia declares for the Roufe of Ajiflria, 

§ XXXI. Millions of the Spaniards in Italy ami 
Savoy, ^ XXXIf. Conduct of Admiral Matthews 
in the Mediterranean. ^ XXXIII. Operations in 
the JVeJl- Indies, ^ XXXIV. The attention of the 
minl/lry turned chiefly on the affairs of the Continent, 

^ XXXV. Extraordinary tnotion in the Houfe of 
Lords by Ettrl Stanhope, ^ XXXVI, IParm and 
ohfftnate debate on the repeal of the Gin~aSf, 

& XXXVII. Bill ' for quieting Corporations, 

§ XXXVIII. Convention between the Emperor and 
the Clueen of Hungary. \ XXXIX, Difference 
between the King of Brnffia and the EleBor of Ha- 
nover. § XL. The Kmg of Great-Britain obtains 
a viSory over the French at Detlingen. § XL I. 

Treaty of Worms. ^ XLII. Cuncdufon of the cam- 
paign. ^ XLIII. Affairs in the North, § XLIV, 

Battle of CampQ Santo. § XLV. Tranfa&tons of 
the Brilifk feet in the Mediterranean. ^XLVI. 
TJnfuccefsful attempts upon the Spanijb fittlemen'ts in 
the Wfi-hidies. 

^ I. ^HE Britifli armament had by this time ciiAp. 
• proceeded to a<^ion in the "Weft-Indies. VH- ^ 

Sir Chaloner Ogle, who failed from Spithead, had ''7^7 
been overtaken by a tempeft in the bay of Bifcay, 
by which the fleet confifting of about one hundred 
and feventy fail, were fcattered and difperfed. Ne- 
vertlielefs, he profecuted his voyage, and anchored 
with a view to provide wood and water, in the neu- 
tral ifland of Dominica, were the intended expedi- 
tion fuftained a terrible (hock in the death of the 
gallant Lord Caihcart, who was carried off by a 
dyfentery. The lofs of this nobleman was the more 
feverely felt, as the command of the land-forces de- 
volved upon General Wentworth, an officer without 
experience, authority, and refolution. As the fleet 
failed along the ifland of Hifpaniola, in its way to 
Jamaica, four largg fhips of war weie difeovered; 



HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 


60 1 

BOOK and Sir Clialoner detached an equal number of his 
fquadron to give them chafe, while he himfclf pro- 
ceeded on his voyage. As thofc (Irange diip' re- 
fufed to bring to. Lord Auguftus Fitzroy, the Com- 
modore of the four Britifli (hips, faluted one of them 
with a broadflde, and a fmart engagement fnfued. 
After they had fought during the befl part of the 
night, the enemy hoifled their colours in the morn- 
ing, and appeared to be part of the Frencli iqua- 
dron, which had failed from Europe, under the 
command of the Marquis d’Antin, with orders to 
affid the Spanifh Admiral, De Torres, in attacking 
and diftreffing the Englith (hips and colonics, War 
was not yet declared between France and England ; 
therefore hoftilities ceafed ; the Englifli and French 
Commanders complimented each other ; 2xcufed 
themfelves mutually, for the millake which had hap- 
pened *, and parted as friends, with a conf durable 
iofs of men on both fides. 

§ II. In the mean time Sir Chaloncr Ogle arrived 
at Jamaica, where he joined Vice-Admiral Vernon, 
who now found himfelf at the head of the mod for- 
midable fleet and array that ever vifited thofe feas, 
with full power to ad at diferetion. The conjoined 
fquadrons conflded of ninc-and-twenty (hips of the 
line, with almod an equal number of frigates, fire- 
(hips, and bomb-ketches, well manned, and plenti- 
fully fuppHed with all kinds of proviiions, dotes, and 
necelTanes. The number of feamen amornted to 
fifteen thoufandt that of the land-forces, including 
the American regiment of four battalions, and a 
body of negroes inlided at Jamaica, did not fall 
(hort of twelve thouiand. Had this armara mt been 
ready to ad in the proper feafon of the year, under 
the condud of wife, experienced officers, united in 
councils, and deadily attached to the intered and 
honour of their country, the Havanpah, and 
whole ifland of Cuba, might have been eafily re- 
duced: fhe %vhole treafure of the Spanifi Wefl- 

' Indies 
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[ndics would have been intercepted ; and Spain 
mufl have been humbled into the mofl. abjee^ fiib- ^ */ 

miHioii. But feveral unfavourable circumflances 074^*^ 
concurred to fruftrate the hopes of the publick. 

The miniAry had detained Sir Chaloncr Ogle at 
Spilhead without any vifible caufe, until the feafon 
for atSlion was alinoft exhaulled: for on the conti- 
nent of new Spain, the per.odical rains begin about 
the end of April ; and this change in the atmofphere 
" is always attended with epidemical diftempers which 
render the climate extremely unhealthy : befidcs, 
the rain is fo excellive, that for the fpace of two 
months no army can keep the field. 

^ III. Sir Chaloner Ogle arrived at Jamaica on 
the ninth day of January ; and Admiral Vernon did 
not fail on his intended expedition till towards the 
end of the month. InAead ’of diredling his courfe 
to the, llavannah, which lay to leeward, and might 
have been reached in lefs than three days, he re- 
folvecl to beat up againA the wind to Hifpaniola, ' in 
order to obferve the motion of the Prenen fquadroii, 
commanded by the Marquis d’Antin. The fifteenth 
day of February had elapfed before he received cer- 
tain information that the French Admiral had failed 
for Europe, in great difirefs, for want of men and 
provifions, which he could not procure in the WeA- 
Indies. Admiral Vernon, thus difappointed, called 
a council of war, in which it was determined to pro- 
ceed for Carthagena. The Aeet being fupplied with 
w'ood and water at Hifpaniola, fet fail for the conti- 
nent of New Spain, and on the fourth of March 
anchored in Playa Grande, to the windward of Car- 
thagena, Admiral de Torres had already failed to 
the Havannah ; but Carthagena was Arongly forti- 
fied, and the garrifon reinforced by the crews of a 
fmall fquadronof large {hips, commanded by Don 
Bias de Lefo, an officer of experience and reputation. 

Here the Englifh Admiral lay inadlive ^ill the ninth, 
when the troops were landed, on the ifland. hf Tierra 

Bomba, 
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SiGOK Bomba, near the mouth of the harbour, kriown by 
, the name of Boca-chica or Little-mouth, w lich was 
furprizingly forlifted with callles, batteries, booms, 
chains, cables, and fliips of war. The Brit fh forces 
ere^led a battery on fhore, with which they made a 
breach in the principal fort, while the Adniiral fent 
in a number of fliips to divide the fire of th : enemy, 
and co-operate with the endeavours of ti e army. 
Lord Aubrey Beauclerc, a gallant officer, w ho com- 
' manded one of thefe fhips, was flain on t lis occa- 

fion. The breach being deemed praiidica ile, thd 
forces advanced to the attack: but the iorts and 
batteries were abandoned: the Spanifh flips that 
lay athwart the harbour’s mouth were deft oyed or 
taken ; the paflage was opened, and the flee : entered 
without farther oppofltion. Then the for:es were 
Ttimbarked with the artillery, and landed within a 
mile of Carthagena, where they were oppp^ird by 
about feven hundred Spaniards, whom the; obliged 
ter retire. The Admiial and (Icneral had :outradl- 
cd a heaily contempt for each other, and took all 
opportunities of cxpi effing their mutual diilikc ; far 
from ading vigoroufly in couccil, for the ahuntago 
of the community, they maintained a mutui 1 refewe, 
and feparate cabals : and each proved more eager for 
the difgrace of his rival, than zealous for tl c honour 
of the nation. , 

\ IV. The General complained that th( fleet lay 
idle while his troops were harafled and d miniflicd 
by hard duty and difletnjier. Tho Admiral aflirmed, 
that his fhips could not lie near enough to batter 
the town of Carthagena; he upbraided tliu General 
with inadtivity and want of refokition to t ttack the 
fort of .St. Lazar which commanded the town, and 
might be taken by fcalade. WcAtworth, f imulated 
by thefe reproaches, refolved to try„thc ex jeriment. 
His forces marched up to the attack : but t le guides 
being flain, they roiftook their route, and advanced 
Up the ftrongbH part of ^the fortification, wiicre they 
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were moreover cxpofccl to the lire of the town. Co- CHAP, 
lonel Grant, who commanded the grenadiers, was 
mortally wounded : the fcaling-ladders were found 
too Ihort: the officers were perplexed for want of 
orders and diredions : yet the Ibldiers furtained a 
fevere fire for feveral hours with lurprifing intrepi- 
dity, and at length retreated, leaving about fix hun- 
dred killed or wounded on the fpot. Their num- 
ber was now fo much reduced, that they could no 
longer maintain their footing on fhore : befides, 
the rainy feafon had begun with fuch violence, as 
Tendererl it impoflible for them to live in camp. 

They, were, therefore, reimbarked : and all hope 
of further fuccefs immediately vanifhed. The Ad- 
miral, however, in order to demonftrate the imprac- 
ticability of taking the place by fea, fent in the Gal- 
'licia, one of the Spanifh fhips which had been taken 
at Boca-chica, to cannonade the town, with fixtecn 
guns mounted on one fide, like a floating battery. 

This vefTel, manned by detachments of volunteers 
from dilFerent fliips and commanded by Captain 
Hore, was warped into the inner harbour, and 
moored before day, at a confiderable diffance froni 
the walls, in very fhallow water. In this pofition 
(he flood the fire of feveral batteries for fome hours, 
without doing or fuftaining much damage : then the 
Admiral ordered the men to be brought off in boats, 
and the cables to be cut ; fo that flie drove with the 
fea-breeze upon a flioal, where flie was foon filled 
with water. This exploit was abhud, and the in- 
ference which the Admiral drew from it altogether 
fallacious. He faid it painly proved, th:it there 
was not depth of water in the inner harbour, fiififi- 
cient to admit large fhips near enough to batter 
the town with any profpedl of fuccefs. This, in-, 
deed, was the pfe in that ^art of the harbour to 
which the Gallicia was conduced : but a little fiir- 
thcr to the left, he n»iight have ftationed four or five 
of his larged fliips a-breaft, within piftol-lhjpt of the 
, " * wallsj 
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BOOK walls; and if this Ilep had been taken, w]ien the 
land-forces marched to the anack of St. L|iiznr, in 
probability the town would have bocni lurren- 
dered. 

§ V. After the reimbarkation of the tropjts, the 
diftempers peculiar to the climate and fcafon began 
to rage with redoubled fury ; and great nuihbers of 
thofe who efcaped the vengeance of the enemy pe- 
rifhed by a more painful and inglorious fati^. No- 
thing was heard but complaints and execrations ; , 
the groans of the dying, and the ferviccj for the 
dead ; nothing was feen but objeAs of woe, and 
images of dejedlion. The condudlors of this un- 
fortunate expedition agreed in nothing but the ex- 
pediency of a fpeedy retreat from this feetje of mifery 
and difgrace. The fortifications of the harbpur were 
demolished, and the fleet returned to Jamaica.— 
The mifearriage of this expedition, which ihad coft 
the nation an immenfe fum of money, was nVlboner 
known in England, than the kingdom was filled 
with murmurs and difeontent, and the people were 
deprelled in proportion to that fanguine Jiope by 
which they had been elevated. Admiral ! Vernon, 
inftead of undertaking any enterprize which might 
have retrieved the honour of the Britifli krras, fet 
fail from Jamaica with the forces in July, I and an- 
chored at the fouth-eafl, part of Cuba, in alibay, on- 
which' he befiowed the appellation of CnijUbcrland , 
Harbour. The troops were landed, and ehcamped 
at the diftance of twenty miles further up the river, 
where they remained totally inadlive, and ' fubfifted 
chiefly on fait and damaged provifionsJ till the 
month of November, when, being con'fiderably 
diminifhed by ficknefs, they were put pn board 
again, and re-conveyed to Jamaica. He iyas after- 
wards reinforced from England by fgur Ihipb of war, 
and about three thoufalid loldiers : but he performed 
nothing worthy of the reputation he had Squired 5 ' 

and 



GEORGE II. 


and the people began to perceive that they had mif- chap. 
taken his chara<^er, 

§ VI. The affairs on the continent of Europe 174^ 
were now more than ex'cr embroiled. The King of 
Prufli i had demanded of the Court of Vienna part of 
Silefia, by virtue of old treaties of co-fraternity, 
which were either olifolete or annulled : and pro- 
mifed to afhft the Queen with all his forces, in cafe 
fhe fhould comply with his demand ; but this being 
'rejedled with difdain, he entered Silefia at the head 
of an army, and profecuted his conquefts with great 
rapidity. In the mean time, the Queen of Hun- 
gary was crowned at Prefburgh, after having figned 
a capitulation, by which the liberties of that king- 
dom were confirmed ; and the Grand Duke her con- 
fort was, at her requeft, aflbeiated with her for ten 
years in the government. At the fame time the 
Stares of Hungary refufed to receive a memorial 
frpm the Elector of Bavaria. During thefe tranf- 
adions, his Pruflian Majefly made his publick en- 
trance into Breflau, and confirmed all the privi' 
leges of the inhabitants. One of his Generals fur- 
prized the town, and fortrefs of Jablunka, on the 
confines of Hungary: Prince Leopold of Anhalt- 
Deflau, who commanded another army, which 
formed the blockade of Great Glogau on the Oder, 
took, the place by fcalade, made the Generals Wal- 
lis and Reylki prifoners, with a thoufand men that 
were in garrifon: here, likewife, the vidlor found 
the military cheft, fifty pieces of brafs cannon, and 
a great quantity of ammunition, 

§ VII, The Queen of Hungary had foli cited 
the maritime powers for afiiflatice, but found them 
fearful and bakward. Being obliged, therefore, to 
exert herfelf with the more vigour, flie ordered 
Count ]S’euperg''to aflemble a body of forces, and 
endeavour to ftop the progrefs of the Pruffians in 
Silefia. The two armies encountered each other in 
the neighbourhood ofiNeifs, at a village callftd Mol- 
a wifz. 
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BOOK Witz, anil, after an obfiinate difpute, the Aurtriins 
II. were obliged to retire, with the lofs of four thoufand 
men killed, wounded, or taken. The advantage! 
was dearly purchaled by the King of Pruffia, I-Ii» 
kinfnian, Frederick, Margrave of Brandenburgh, 
arid Lieutenant-General Schuylenibcrg, were killed 
in the engagement, together with a great numbet 
of general officers, and about two thoufand foldicrsj 
After this adlion, Bricg was furrendered to the Pruf- 
fian, and he forced the important pafs of Pryewalde, 
which was defended by four thoufand Aullrian huf- 
fars. The Englifh and Dutch minifters, Who ac- 
companied him in his progrefs, fpared no pains to 
cffedl an accommodation : but the two Sovereigns 
were too much irritated againfl. each other to ac- 
quiefe in any terms that could be propofed. The 
Queen of Hungary was incenfed to find lierfelf at- 
tacked, in the day of her dillrcfs, by a Pfince to 
whom file had given no fort of provocation 5 and his 
Ptullian Majcfty charged the Court of Vienna with a 
defign eithef to aflaflinaie, or carry him off by trea- 
chery ! a delign which was difowned with expreffions 
of indignation and difdain. Count Neuperg being 
obliged to abandon Silefia, in order to oppofo the 
Bavarian arms in Bohemia, the King of PruiTia 
fent thither a detachment to join the Elcdlor, under 
the command of Count Deflau, who, in his route* 
reduced Glatz and Neifs, almoff without oppofi- 
tion : then bis mailer received the homage of the 
Sileffan States at Breflaw, and returned to Berlin. 
In December, the Pruflian army was diftributed in 
winter-quarters in Moravia, after having taken 01- 
mutz, the capital of that Province ; and in March 
bis Pruffian Majefly formed a camp of obfervation 
in the neigUbourhood of Magdeburgh. 

^ VIII, The Eleftof of Hanover*’ was alarmed at 
the fuccefs of the King of Pruffia, in apprehenffon 
that he would become too formidable a neighbour. 
yA fcbeoie was faid tq have been propofed to the 

• Court 



Court of Vienna, for attacking that Pj-inceS cleiSlor- chap. 
ral dominions, and dividing the conqueft; but it vu. 
never was pul in execution. Neverthclcis, the troops 
of Hanover were augmented: the auxiliary Danes 
and Heffians in the pay of Great-Britain were or- 
dered to be in readinefs to march; and a good num- 
ber of Britifli forces encamped and prepared for 
embarkation. The fubfidy of three hundred thou- 
fand pounds, granted by Parliament, was remitted 
to the Queen of Hungary ; and every thing feemed 
to prefage the vigorous interpolition of his Britan-- 
nick Majefty. But in a little time after his arrival 
at Hanover, that fpirit of a<3:ion feemed to flag even 
while her Hungarian Majefty tottered on the verge 
of ruin. France refolved to feize this opportunity 
or cruftiing tlie Houfe of Aullria. In order to inti- 
midate the Elector of Hanover, Marefchal Malle- 
bois fent with a numerous aimy into Weftpha- 
lia; and this expedient proved cffe^ual. A treaty 
of neutrality was concluded; and the King of Great- 
Britain engaged to vote for the ElecHor of Bavaria 
at the enfuine eledlion of an Emperor. The defign 
of the French Court was to raife this Prince to the 
Imperial dignity, and fumifti him with fuch fuc- 
cours as fliould enable him to deprive the Queen of 
Hungary of her hereditary dominions. 

§ IX. While the French minifter at Vienna en- 
deavoured to amufe the Queen with the ilrongeft 
afliirances of his Mafter’s friendlhip, a body of five- 
and- thirty thoufand men began their march for Ger- 
many, in order to join the Elcftor of Bavaria: an- 
other French army was aflenabled upon the Rhine ; 
and the Count de Bclleifle being provided with large 
futils of money, was fent to negociate with dilFerent 
Eledlors. Having thus iecured a majority of voices, 
proceeded U) Munich, where he prefented the 
Eleiftor of Bavaria with a commiflion, appointing 
him GeneralilEmo of the French troops marching to 
bis alBftance : and nsjw the treaty of N jTmpbenhurgh 
7 ' was 
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,‘BO'OKwas concluded. The French King engaaea to 
aflift the Elector with his whole power, t wards 
^2477 railing him to the Imperial throne ; the lilledlor pro- 
mifed, that after his elevation he would never at- 
tempt to recover any of the towns or provinces of 
the Empire which France had conquered ; that he 
would in his Imperial capacity, renounce the bar- 
rier-treaty ; and agree that France fhould irrevoca- 
bly retain whatever places fhe fliould fubdiie in the 
Aullrian Netherlands. The next Hep of Eellcille 
was to negociate another treaty between France and 
Pruffia, importing, That the Elerilor of Ikvaria 
fhould pollefs Bohemia, Upper Auftria, and the 
Tyrolefe: That the King of Poland fliould be gra- 
tified with Moravia and Upper Silefia ; and that his 
PrufRan Majefly fhould retain Lower Silefia, with 
the town of Neifs and the county of Glatz. Thefc 
precautions being taken, the Count de Belh ifle re- 

? aired to Franckfort, in quality of AmbafTaclor and 
l^nipoteptiary from France, at the Imperial diet of 
eledlion. It was in this city that the French King 
publilhed a declaration, fignifying, that as the King 
of Great-Britain had aflembled an army to influence 
the approaching eledion of an Emperor, his Moft 
Chriftian Majefly, as guarantee of ‘the treaty of 
WeRphalia, had ordered fome troops to j dvance 
towards the Rhine, with a view to maintiiin the 
tranquillity of the Germanick body, and fecure the 
freedom of the Imperial eledhon. 

^ X. In July, the Eledlpr of Bavaria being 
joined by the French forces under Marefchal !3roglio, 
furprized the Imperial city of Paflau, upon i;he Da- 
nube ; and entering Upper-Auftria, at the head of 
feventy thoufand men, took pofleffion of Lintz, 
where he receii’ed the homage of the States of that 
country. Underftaiidipg that the garrifon of Vienna 
was very numerous, and that Count Palfi lad af- 
fembled thirty thoufand Hungarians in the neigh- 
bourhood of this capital, he made no farmer pro- 

] gref* 
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grefs in Auftria, but marched into Bohemia, where CHAE. 
he was reinforced by a confidcrablc body of Saxons, ^ , 

under the command of Count llutowflu, natural 
fon to /the late King of Poland- By this time his 
Polifli Majefly liad acceded to the treaty of Nym- 
phenbourg, and declared war againft the Queen of 
Hungary, on the mofl frivolous pretences. The 
Eledlor of Bavaria advanced to Prague, which was 
taken in the night by fcaUde: an alchievement in 
which Maurice Count of Saxe, another natural fon 
of the King of Poland, diflinguilhed himfelf at the 
head of the French forces. In December the Elec- 
tor of Bavaria madc/his publick entry into his capi- 
tal, where he w'as proclaimed King of Bohemia, and 
inaugurated with the ufual folemnities ; then he fet 
out for Franckfort, to be prefent at the diet of 
elediion. 

§ At this period the Queen of Hungary faw 
hcrfelf abandoned by all her allies, and feeraingly 
devoted to dcftruiflion. Slie was not, however, for- 
faken by her courage; nor deflitute of good officers, 
and an able miniftry. She retired to Prefburgh, and 
in a pathetick Latin fpcech to the States, exprefled 
her confidence in the loyalty and valour of her Hun- 
garian fubjedls. The nobility of that kingdom, 
touched with her prefence and difirefs, affiired her, 
unanimoufly, that they would facrifice their lives 
and fortunes in her defence. The ban being ratfed, 
that brave people crowded to her ftandard ; and the 
diet exprefled their fentiments againfi her enemy by 
a puhhck edidl, excluding for ever the elcftoral 
Houfe of Bayaria from the fucceffion to the Crown 
of Hungary ; yet, without the fubfidy ihe received 
from Grcac-Britain, their courage and attachment 
would have proved ineffedlual. By this fupply file 
was enabled to, pay her atpiy, credl magazines, 
complete her warlike preparations, and put her ftrong 
places in a pofture of defence. In December, her 
Generals, Berenclau .jand Mfntzel, de^ate^ Count 

voi.. lu. F Tboting, 
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'B'OOK I’hon’ng, who commanded eight thoufand mfii, at 
the pafa of Scardingen, and opening their way into 
17417 Bavaiid, laid the whole country under contribiltion ; 
while Count Khevenhullcr retook the city of Xiintz, 
and drove the French troops out of Aullria, i The 
Grand Signor aflured the Queen of Hungary, that 
far from taking advantage of her troubles, he fliould 
feize all opportunities to convince her of his i(riend- 
fhip ; the Pope permitted her to levy a tenth on the 
revenues of the clergy within her dominions ; and 
even to ufe all the church-plate for the fupport of 
the war, 

^ XII. As the Czarina exprefled an inclination to 
affift this unfortunate Princefs, the French court 
refolved to find her employment in another quarter. 
They had already gained over to their intereft Count 
Gyllenburgh, Prime-Minifter and Prefident of the 
Chancery in Sweden. A difpuie happening between 
him and Mr. Burnaby, the Britifh refident at^Stock- 
hdm, fome warm altercation pafi’wh Mr. Burnaby 
was forbid the court, and publifhed a membrial in 
his own vindication ; on the other hand, the King 
of Sweden juflified his condudl in a refeript fent to 
all the foreign minifiers. The King of Gr :at-Bri- 
tain had propofed a fubfidy- treaty to Sweden, which, 
from the influence of French councils, was fejedled. 
The Swedes having aflerobled a mimeroris army in 
Finland, and equipped a large fquadron ot fhips, 
iteclaredwar againft Ruffia, upon the rnofl.' trifling 
pretences ; and the fleet putting to fea, conjmenced 
hoftilities by blocking up the Ruffian port^ in li- 
vonia, A body of eleven thoufand Swedes conv 
manded by General Wrangle, having advanced to 
Willmenflrandj were, in Augufl, attacked and de- 
feated by General Lafci, at the head of thir'ty thou- 
faivl Ruflians. Count Lewenha^t, wb,o com- 
manded the main awrfy of the Swedes, refolved to 
take vengeance for this difgrace, after thej Ruffian 
■troops jjiad retired into winter-quarters. Inj Decern- 
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ber he marched towards Wybonrg; but receiving riiAjp, 
letters from the Prince of Hciie-ITombourg and , 
the Marquis dc la Chetardte, the hVench Ambafl.'idor 17^^ 
at Petcrlburgh, informing him of the furprifing re- 
volution which had juft happened in Ruffia, and 
propoling <a fufpenfion of hortilities; he retreated 
with his army, in order to wait for further inftruc- 
tions ; and the two courts agreed to a ceflation of 
arms for three months. 

§ XII. The Ruffians bad been for fome time 
difeontented with their government. The late 
Czarina, was influenced chiefly by German councils, 
and employed a great number of foreigners in her 
fervice. Thefe caufes of difeontent produced fac- 
tions and confpiracies ; and when they were difeo- 
vered, the Emprefs treated the authors of them with 
fuch feverity as increafed the genend difaftedliou. 

Befides, they were difpleafed at the manner in which 
flie ha.d fettled the fucceffion. ThcPrince of Brurif- 
ivick-Lunenburgh Bevern, father to the young C2iar, 
was not at all agreeable to the Ruffian nobility, and 
his conforc, the Princefs Anne of Mecklenburgh, 
having aflimied the reins of government during her 
fon’s minority, feeraed to follow the maxims of her 
aunt, the late Czarina. The Ruffian grandees and 
generals, therefore, turned their eyes upon the Prin- 
cefs Elizabeth, who was daughter of Peter the 
Great, and the darling of the Empire. The French 
Ambaflador gladly concurred in a projeft for depo- 
fing a Princefs who was well aflefted to the Houle 
of Auftria, General Lafci approved of the defign, 
which was chiefly conduced by the Prince of Heflff- 
llombourg, who, in the reign of the Ett^els Ca- 
therine and Peter II. had been generahffimo of the 
Ruflian army. The good-will and conci^rirence of 
the troops being fecured, two regiments ..of guards 
took pofleflion of all the afenues of thesjmperial 
palace at Peterfburgb- The Princefs Kizabetb, 

| 3 uiting herfelf at the head of one thoiffiuid-pten, on 

pa- the 
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BOCi'K the fifth day of December enteied the winter |)|Iare, 
where the Princefs of Mecklenburgh anti the i nfant 
Czar refided. She advanced into the chamber ’ dicre 
the Princefs and her confort lay, and tlelired them 
to rife, and quit the palace, adding that their p ^rfons 
were fafe ; and that they could not juftly blan e her 
for averting her right. At the fame timi;, the 
Counts Ofterman, Golofhairkin, Mingden, ant Mu- 
nich, were arrefled ; their papers and eftedls were 
feized, and their perfons conveyed to Schliffelbourg, 
a fortrefs on the Neva. Eaily in the morning the 
fenate affembhng, declared all that had palled fince 
the reign of Peter II. to be ufurpation ; an 1 that 
the Imperial dignity belonged of right to the Prin- 
cefs Elizabeth; flie was immediately proclaimed 
Emprefs of all the Ruffias, and recognized ay the 
army in Finland. She forthwith pubhftied a | .encral 
adi of indemnity ; (he created the Prince of Heffe- 
Hombourg generaliliimo of her armies; fhc \ sllorcd 
tho Dolgorucky family to their honours and nflates; 
Ihe recalled and rewarded all ihofe who hai I been 
banilhed for favouring her pretenfions : fhe mi tigated 
the exile of the Duke or Courland, by im uiging 
him with a maintenance more fuitablc to hh rank; 
Ihe releafed General Wrangle, Count Waaburg, 
and the other Swedifli officers, who bad beei i taken 
at the battle of Willmenftrand; and the i^'rincefs 
Ann of Mecklenburgh, with her confort am . child- 
ren, were font under a ftrong guard to Hi 5 a, the 
capital of Livonia. 

^ XIV. Amid ft thefe tempefts of war an! revo- 
lution, the States-General wifely determined to pre- 
fers e their own tranquillity. It was, dt ubtlels, 
their mterefi. to avoid tne dangers and expei ice of a 
war, and to profit by that jftagnation of cc mracrce 
which would neceffanly happen amqpg thei * neigh- 
bours tliat were at open enmity with each ot|ief ; 
befidcs, they were over-awed by the declar itions of 
the iAejich »tnonarch on one iidcj by power, 

aCTivity, 
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ac'^ivky, and prctenfions of lus PrnfKan Majcfty on CHAT 
the other; and they dreaded the profpedf of a Stack- ^ j 
holder at the head of their army. Thefe at leak 
were the tentiments of many Dutch patriots, rein- 
forced bp others that aCied under French influ''nce. 

J3ut the Prince of Orange numbered among his par- 
lifans and adherents many perfons of dignity and 
credit in the commonwealth: he was adored by the 
populace, \vho loudly exclaimed againft their go- 
vernors, and clfimoured for a war, without cealing. 

This national fpirit, joined to the rcmonftrances and 
requilitions made by the Courts of Vienna and Lon- 
don, obliged the States to ifliie orders for an aug- 
mentation of their forces: but thefe were executed 
fo flowly, that neither France nor Pruffia had much 
caufe to take umbrage at their preparations. In 
Italy the King of Sardinia declared for the Houfe of 
Auftj&s the republick of Genoa was deeply engag- 
ed in the Fren'ch intcreA: the Pope, the Venetians, 
and the Dukedom of Tufeany were neutj’al: the 
King of Naples rcfolved to fupport the claim of bis 
family to the Auftrian dominions in Italy, and began 
to make preparations accordingly. His mother, the 
Queen of Spain, had formed a plan for ere&ing' 
thefe dominions into a monarchy for her fecond fon 
Don Philip ; and a body of fifteen thoufand men 
being embarked at Barcelona, were tranfported to 
Orbitello, under the convoy of the united iquadrons 
of France and Spain. While Admiral Haddock, 
with twelve fhips of the line,, lay at anchor in the 
bay of Gibraltar, ' the Spanifh fleet palled the ftraits 
in the night, and was joined by the French fqua- 
dron from Toulon. The Britlfh Admiral failing from 
Gibraltar, fell in with them in a few days, and 
found both fquadrons drawn up in line of battle, 'As ’ 
he bore down"* upon the Spanifh fleet, the French . 

Admiral fent a flag of truce, to inform him that 
as the French and Spaniards were engaged a joint- 
expedition, he fhoflld be obliged to atfi: in concert 

with 
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^ • • 

EOO'K with his mailer’s allies. This interpofiiion prevented 
^ engagement. The combined fleets amounting to 
double the number of the E.iglilli fquadron, Ad- 
miral Haddock was obliged to dcfill ; and proceed- 
ed to Port Mahon, leaving the enemy to prol'ecute 
their voyage without molcflation. The people of 
England were incenfed at this tranfadion, and did 
not fcruple to affirm, that the hands of the Britifh 
Admiral were tied up by the neutrality of Plano- 
ver*. 

^ XV. The Court of Madrid feenied to have 
fhaken off that indolence and phlegm which had 
formerly difgraced the councils of Spain. They 
no fooner learned the deflination of Cdmrnodore 
Anfon, who had failed from Spithead in the courfe 
of the preceding year, than they fent Don Pizzaro, 
with a more powerful fquadron, upon the fame voy- 
age, to defeat his defign. He accordingly 'fteered 
thq. fame courfe, and adually fell in with one or two 
fhips qf the Britifh armament, near the ftraits of 
Magellan} but he could not weather a long and 
furious tempell, through which Mr, Anfon pro- 
ceeded into rhe South Sea. One of the Spanifli 
fhips perifhed at fea: another was wrecked on the 
coaft of Brazil : and Pizzaro bore away for the Kio 
de la Plata, where be arrii ed with the three remain- 
ing Blips, in a Blattered condition, after having loll 


^ • In the month of July two shipit of Haddock's squadron falline 
!n with three French ships of -vw, Captain Barnet, die EnaUah 
CoiTimodore, supposing them to be Spanisli rujiister ships, tired a shot, 
in order to bring them to 5 and they refusing to comply ■with this 
signal, a sharp engagement ensued} after they had fought severed 
hours, the French coinmandet ceased firing, and thought proper to 
come to an Ciplanation, when he and Barnet parted with mutual 
apologies. 

In the course of this year a dangerous conspiracy waa discovered 
at New York, in North Amaricft. One Hewson, a low publican, 
had engaged several nejgroes in a design to deCroy the town, tmd 
massacre tiie people. Fite was set to seveuil parts of the city 3 nine 
ot ten negroes were apprehended, convicted, and burned alive, 
Hewson, vvub Ws vvife, and a seivant-maid privy to the plot, ware 
tbund end hanged, though they /^ied protesting their "inno- 
cacce. ' 
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twelve hundred men by lickntfs sind famine. The cfl-A'P. 
Spaniards exerted the l.uno vi{>ihince and suHivity in Vb. 
Europe, 'J'’heir privateers were lb indullrious and 7741/ 
fuccelsful, that m the beginning of this year they 
had taken, lince the comment cmcnl of the war, four 
hundicd and Icvcn (liips belonging to the fubjc 6 ls 
of Great-Biitain, valued at near four millions of 
piaflres. Tlie traders bad, therefore, too much 
caufc to complain, confidcring the formidable fleets 
which were maintained for the protedlion of com- 
merce, In the coiirfe of the fummer, Sir John 
Norris had twice failed towards the coafl of Spain, 
at the head of a powerful iquadron, without taking 
any efiedlual Hep for annoying the enemy, as if the 
foie intention of the miniftry had been to expofe the 
nation to the ridicule and contempt of its enemies. 

The inactivity of the Britifli arms appears the more 
inexcpfable, when we confider the great armaments 
which had been prepared. The hmcl-forces of 
Great-Britain, cxclufive of the Danifli and Heffian 
auxiliaries, amounted to lixty thouland men; and 
the fleet conflfled of above one hundred Ihips of 
war, manned by fifty-four thoufand fadors. 

^ XVI. lire general difeontenr of tire people had 
a manifeft influence upon the eleeSliem of members 
for the new Parliamenr, which produced one of the 
moll violent cotirefls between the two parties, which 
had happened fiuce the Revolution. All the ad- 
herents of the Prince of Wales concurred with the ' 
country party, in oppofition to the minilier; and 
the Duke of Argyle exerted himfclf fo luccefsfuily 
among the tliires and boroughs of Scotland, that the 
partifans of the nnnitiry could not lecure fix mem- 
bers out of the whole number returned from North- 
Britain. They were, how'e<er, murh more fortu- 
nate in the ele 41 :ion of the fb.tccn Peer , who were 
chofen literally according to the lilt tfuUilmitted from 
court. Inllrubtious were delivcieJ by the confti- 
tuents to a great nqmber of members"' returned tor 
• ’ , cities 
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BOO-K cities and coimlies, exhorting and requiring them to 
^ ^ oppofe a handing army in time of peace: to vo e for 

' J74K the tnitigation of excife laws, for the repeal of fep- 
tennial Parliaments; and for the limitation of j lace., 
men in the Houfe of Commons. They, likowife, 
infifted upon their examining into the pai ticul irs of 
the publick expence, and endeavouring to ivdrcfs 
the grievances of the nation. Obhinatc hiiggles 
were maintained in all parts of the united kingdoms 
with uncommon ardour and perfevcrance ; and fuch 
a national fpirit of oppohtion prevailed, that, not- 
withflanding the whole weight of miniftcriiil in- 
fluence, the contrary interefl feemed to preponderate 
in the new Parliament. 

^ XVII. The King returned to England i a the 
month of October 5 and on the fiift day of Dscem- 
ber the fefiion was opened. Mr. Onflow beii ;g re- 
cbofen fpeaker was approved of by his Majefly,^who 
fpoke in the ufual flile to both Houfes. He obferv- 
edj'that „the former Parliament had formed the 
flrongoftrefolutions in favour of the Queen of PTun- 
gary, for the maintenance of the pragmaticb fane- 
tion ; for the prefervatiqn of the balance of )ower, 
and the peace and libeities of Europe; and hat if 
the other powers which were under the like ei igage- 
ments with him had anfwercd the juft exped lations 
fo folemnly given, the fupport of the commor caufe 
would have been attended with lefs difficult) . He 
faid, he had endeavoured, by the moft. prof cr and 
early applications, to induce other powers th it were 
united with him by the ties of common ints reft to 
concert fuch meafures as fo important and :ritical 
a conjvindlure required; lhaf where an accommo- 
dation feemed neceflary, he had laboured to recon- 
cile Princes whofe union would have been tl e moft 
effeiSlual means to prevent the raifchififs whi( :h had 
happened, and the heft tecurity for the inien ;fl and 
faiety of the whole. owmed hi$ endeavours had 
not hithenw produced the deftrec^ effiedl; tho tgli-he 
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was not without hope, that a jufl. fenfe of approach - C h-a h.' 
ing clanger would give a more favourable turn to the ^ ^ 

councils of other nations. He reprefented the ne- 1741?' 
cefRty of putting the kingdom in fuch a pofturc of 
defence as would enable him to improve all oppor- 
tunities of maintaining the liberties of Europe, and 
defeat any attempts that Ihould be made againft him 
and his dominions; and he recommended unani- 
mity, vigour, and difpatch. The Houfe of Com- 
mons having appointed their feveral committees, the 
Speaker reported' the King’s fpeech; and Mr. 

Herbert moved for an addreis of thanks, including 
an approbation of the means by which the war had 
been profecuted. The motion being feconded by 
Mr. Trevor, Lord Noel Somerfet flood up and 
moved, that the Houfe would in their addrefs de- 
lire his Majefty not to engage ihefe kingdoms in a 
war fpt the prefervation of his foreign dominions. 

He was fupported by that incorruptible patriot, 

Mr. Shippen, who declared he was xieither*amanlecl 
nor afraid to affirm, that thirty j^ears had n&de no 
change in any of his political opinions. He faid h« 
was grown old in the Houfe of Commons; that time 
had verified the predictions he had formerly uttered ; 
and that be had feen his conjedlures ripened into 
knowledge. “ If my country (added he) has been 
fo unfortunate as once more to commit her inte- 
** reft to men who propofe to themfclves no advan- 
** tage from their truft but that of felling it, I may, 

“ perhaps, fall once more under cenfure for de- 
“ daring my opinion, and be once more treated as 
a criminal, for aflerting what they who punifh me 
cannot deny; for maintaining that Hanoverian 
maxims are inconfiftent with the bappinefs of this 
“ natioa ; and for preferving the caution fo ftrongly 
" inculcated by tiiofe patriots who framed the Ad 
of Settlement, and conferred upon the prefent 
Royal Family their title to the throne,” He par- 
ticularized the inftfyices in .which the'miftiftry had 

aded 
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BOOK ac^ecl in diametricai oppofition to that nei'eliary 
^ , conllilution ; and lie iniilled on the ncccllity of 

it^TT talcing Ibme flep to remove the apprelienfions [jf the 
people, who began to think themielvcs in danger of 
being iacrificed to thefecurity of foreign domhiions. 
Mr. Gibbon, who fpokc on the fame fide of the 
queftion, expatiated upon the abfurdity of leltirning 
thanks for the profecution of a war which haq been 
egregioufly mifenanaged. “ What ! (faid he) are 
“ our thanks to be folemnly returned for defeats, 
difgrace, and lofies, the ruin of our mer(;hants, 
‘‘ the imprifonment of our failors, idle fliowsiof ar- 
“ mainents, and ufelefa expences Sir Robert 
Walpole having made a fhort fpeech in defcpce of 
the lirA motion for an addrefs, was anfwered by 
Mr. Pulteney, who feemed to be animated with a 
double proportion of patriot jndignation. lie af- 
ferted, tnat from a review of that Minitier’s cbpdudl 
lince the beginning of the difpute with Sp^in, it 
would appear that he had been guilty not dnly of 
fingle errors, but of deliberate ticachcry: tnat he 
had always co-operated with the enemies lof his 
countiy, and fucrificed to his private intcrefl the 
happinefs and honour of the Bntifii natioii. He 
then entered into a detail of that condudl againft 
which he had fo often declaimed ; and being tranf- 
pprted by an over-heated imagination, accuted him 
of perfonal attachment and affedlion to the enemies 
of the kingdom. A charge that was doubll'cfs the 
refult of exaggerated animofity, and ferved dnly to 
invalidate the other articles of imfiutation that were 
much better founded. His objedlions were over- 
ruled ; and the addrefs, as at firtl propofejd, was 
prefented to his Majefly, 

^ XVni. This fmall advantage, however, the 
Minifter did not coiitider as a proof>of his having 
afeertained an undoubted majonty in the Houfe of 
Commons. There was a great number of difputed 
eledlions }* anQ the difcti^on of ^hefe was the point 
’ ' on 
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on which the people had turned their eyes, as the cn‘JC>, 
criterion of the Minifter’s power and credit. In the ^ 
fudl which was heard at the bar of the Honfe, he 
carried his point by a majority of fix only ; and this 
he looked upon as a defeat rather than a vidlory. 

His enemies exulted in their flrength ; as they knew 
they fhould be joined, in matters of importance, by 
feveral members who voted againft them on tliis 
occafion. The inconfider.>ble majority that appeared 
on the fide of the adminiftration plainly proved that 
the influence of the Minifter was greatly diminifhed, 
and feemed to prognofiicate his further decline. 

This confideration induced fome individuals to de- 
clare againft him as a fetting fun, from whofe 
beams they could expefl no further warmth. His 
adherents began to tremble ; and he himfelf had oc- 
cafion for all his art and equanimity. The court- 
interaflf was not fufiicient to fnpport the eledlion of 
their own members for Weftminfter. The high- 
bailifF had been guilty of fomc illegal pradlices at 
the poll 5 and three juft'ces of the peace had, on 
pretence of preventing riots, fent for a military force 
to over-awe the eleiSion. A petition prefented by 
the eledlors of Weflminfter was taken into confi- 
deration by the IJoufe ; and rbe eledlion was de- 
clared void by a majority of four voices. The high- 
bailifF was taken into cuflody ; the officer who or- 
dered the foldiers to march, and the three juftices 
who figned the letter, in confequence of which he 
adled, were reprimanded on their knees at the bar of 
the Houfe, 

I XIX. The country-party maintained the ad- 
vantage they had gained in deciding upon feveral 
other controverted eledllons; and Sir Rob rt Wal- 
pole tottered on rhe brink of ruin, lie knew that 
the majority a fingle vote would at any time 
commit him prifoner to the Tower, Ihould ever the 
motion be made : and he faw that fafety could 
be efFedfed by mo •thcr expedient but tRat of di- 
viding 
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of Tweedale was appointed Secretary of Stafe for 
^ ^ Scotland, a poll which had been long luppreded ; 

i^ultency was fworn of the Privy- C’oiincij, and 
afterwards created Earl of Bath. The Eail of Win- 
chelfca and Nottingham was preferred to thc^| head 
of the Admhahy, in the room of Sir Charles Wager ; 
and, after the refignation of the Duke of A^'gylc, 
the Earl of Stair was appointed Field-marflial of all 
his Majefty’s forces, as well as Ambailador e:jitraor- 
dinary to the States-General. On the fevenjeenth 
day of February the Prince of Wales, attended by a 
numerous retinue of his adherents, waited on his 
Majelly who leceived him gracloufly, and oi'dcred 
his guards to be reflored. Lord Carteret and Mr. 
Sandys were the firft who embraced the offers pf the 
Court, without the confent or privity of any other 
leaders in the oppofition, except that of Mr. Pulte- 
ney ; but they declared to their friends, they would 
Hill proceed upon patriot principles : that the}^ tt'ould 
copeur yj promoting an enquiry into pad mcafures ; 
and injsnadling neccllary laws to fccure the fconffi- 
tulion from the pradlices of corraption. Thele pro- 
feflions were believed, not only by their old epadju- 
tors in the Houfe of Commons, but alfo by tne na- 
tion in general. The reconciliation betweeji the 
King and the Prince of Wales, together wil(h the 
change in the minillry, were celebrated with publick 
rejoicings all over the kingdom; and immei^jately 
after the .adjournment nothing but concoid ap’peared 
in the Houfe of Commons. [ 

§ XXI, But this harmony was of flioit dt ration. 
It foon appeared^ that thofe who had dedaiired the 
loudeft for the liberties of their country ha(| been 
actuated folely by the moft fordid, and even tl:j|e moll 
ridiculous motives of felf-intercft. Jealoufy a^d mu- 
tual diftrufl. enfued between them and their (former 
confederates. The nation complained, that, llnffead 
of a total change of men and raeafures, theyfaw 
the old miniffry flrengthpned by this coalitiojji j and 

the 
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the fume interefl in rarliamcnt predominating with CIlVj*’. ' 
redoubled influence. The}' branded the new con- ^ , 

verts as apoflates and betrayers of iheir country ; iTiTi 
and in the tranfports of their indignatioHj they en- 
tirely overlooked the old objedl of their refentment. 

That a nobleman of pliant principles, narrow for- 
tune, and unbounded ambition, fliould forfake his 
party for the blandiflimeiii-s of afHuence, power, and 
authority, will not appear llrange to any perfon 
acquainted with the human heart ; but the fenlible 
part of mankind will always refledl with amazement 
upon the conduift of a man, who feeing hmifelf ido- 
lized by his fellow- citizens, as the firfl and firnicft 
patriot in the kingdom, as one of the mofl fhining 
ornaments of his country, could give up all his po- 
pularity, and incur the contempt or deteftation of 
mankind, for the wretched confideralion of an empty 
title, without ofHce, influence, or the kali: lubftan- 
ftial appendage. One cannot, without an emotion 
of grief, contemplate fuch an inflance of^jnfatua- 
tion — One cannot but lament, that fuch glory,{hould 
have been fo weakly forfeited : that fnch talents 
fliould have been loft to the caufe of liberty and vir- 
tue, Doubtlefs be flattered himfelf with the hope 
of one day diredling the councils of his Sovereign ; 
but this was never accompliflicd, and he remained a 
folitary monument of blafted ambition. Before the 
change in the miniftry, Mr. Pulteney moved that 
the leveral papers relating to the condueft of the 
war, which had been laid before the Houfe Ihoukl 
be referred to a feleift committee, who fhould exa- 
mine ftridlly into the particulars, and make a report 
to the Houfe of their remarks, and objcdlions. The 
motion introduced a debate ; but, upon a divifion, 
was rejedled by a majority of three voices. Peti- 
tions having been preJ'entsd by the merchants of 
London, BriftoT, Liverpool, Glafgow, and almoft all 
the trading towns in the kingdom, complaining of 
the lofles they had fuftained by the ba<4 cpndudl of 
p " * the 
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the war, the Iloufe refolved itfclf into a committee, 

^ , to deliberate on thefe remonflrances. The articles 

1^41/ of the London petition were explained by Mr. Glo- 
ver, an eminent merchant of that city. Six days 
were fpent in perufing papers and examining wit- 
nefles; then the fame gentleman fumraed up the 
evidence, and in a pathetick fpeech endeavoured to 
demonftrate, that the commerce of Great-Britain 
' had been expofed to the infulls and rapine of the 
Spaniards, not by inattention or accident, but by 
one uniform and continued defign. This enquiry 
being refuraed after the adjournment, copies of in- 
ftrudtions to Admirals and Captains of cruifing fbips 
were laid before the Houfe ; the Commons pafled 
feveral refolutions, upon which a bill was prepared 
for the better protedling and fecuring the trade and 
navigation of the kingdom. It made its way through 
the* Lower Houfe 5 but was thrown odt by the Lords. 
The penfion-bill was revived, and fent up* fo the 
Peers, were it was again rcjedled. Lord Carteret 
voting-againft that very meafure which he had fo 
lately endeavoured to promote. On the ninth day 
of March, Lord Limerick made a motion for ap- 
pointing a Committee te enquire into the condudl of 
aftairs for the laft twenty years : he was feconded by 
Sir John St. Aubyn, and fupported by Mr. Velters 
Cornwall, Mr. Philips, Mr. W. Pitt, and Lord Per- 
dval, the new member for Wcllminfter, who bad 
already fignalized himfclf by his eloquence and ca- 
pacity, The motion was oppofed by Sir Charles 
Wager, Mr. Pelham, and Mr. Henry Fox, Sur- 
vcyor-Gkncral to his Majefty’s Works, and brother 
to Lord Ilcheiler. Though the oppofition was faint 
and frivolous, the propofal was rejeded by a majo- 
rity of' two voices. Lord Limerick, not yet dif- 
An. i74s.couraged, made a motion, on the twenty-third day 
of March, for an enquiry into the conduA of Robert 
Earl of Orford for the laft ten years of his admi- 
uiftraiiopj xnd, after a fliarp debate, it was carried in 
” 5 ' " th? 
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the affirmative. The Houfe refolved to choofe a c ii A p, 
fecret committee by ballot ; and in the mean time , , 

prefented an addrels to the Kingj afliuing him of 
their fidelity, zcalj and affcdbon. 

^ XXII. Sir Robert Godfchall having moved for 
leave to bring in a bill to repeal the adl for fepten- 
nial ParliamentSj he was feconded by Sir John Bar- 
nard ; but warmly oppofed by Mr. Pulteney and 
Mr. Sandys ; and the queftion pafled in the nega- 
tive. The committee of fecrecy being chofen, be- 
gan to examine evidence, and Mr. Paxton, Solicitor 
to the Treafury, refufmg to anfwer fuch queftions as 
were put to him. Lord Limerick, chairman of the 
committee, complained to the Houfe of his obffi- 
nacy. He was firft taken into 'cuftody ; and ftill 
perfifiing in his refufa], committed to Newgate. 

Then his Lordfliip moved, that leave fliould' be 
given, to bring in a bill for indemnifying evidence 
'againft the Earl of Orford ; and it was adu^y .pre- 
pared by a decifion of the majority. In the ,Houfe 
of Lords it was vigoroufly oppofed by Lord Carteret, 
and as flrenuoufly fupported by the Duke of Argyle ; 
but fell upon a divifion, by the weight of fuperior 
numbers. Thofe members in the Houfe of Com- 
mons who heartily wiftied that the enquiry might be 
profecuted were extremely incenfed at the fate of 
this bill. A committee was appointed to fearch the 
Journals of the Lords for precedents: their report 
being read, Lord Strange, fon of the Earl of Derby, 
moved for a refolution, “ That the Lords reflifing to 
concur with the Commons of Great-Britain, in an 
indemnification necefiary to the effedtual carrying on 
the enquiry, now depending in parliament, is an 
obftru£lion to juftice, and may prove fatal to the 
liberties of this nation.” — This motion, which was 
feconded by Lbrd Quarendon, fon of the Earl of 
Lichfield, gave rife to a warm debate; and Mr. 
Sandys declaimed againft it, as a ftepL.^t would 
bring on an immediate di^lution of wie prefent 
- voii. III. G form. 
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b6p'TK ffirtn of government. It is really amazing to j'ee 
with what effrontery fome men can fhifi their m£X- 
^* 774 ^ and openly coutradicl the whole tenor of their 
former condudl. Mr. Sandys did not pafs unenn- 
fured: he fuftained fome fevere farcafms on his 
apoftacy^ from Sir John Hyncle Cotton, who refuted 
all his objedions: neverthelefs, the motion paned 
in the negative, Notwith (landing tiiis great obllruc- 
tion, purpoiely thrown in the way of the enquiry, 
the fecret committee difcovcred many flagrant in- 
frances of fraud and corruption in which the Ean of 
Orford had been concerned. It appeared, that he 
had granted fraudulent contrails for paying the troops 
in the Weft-Indies: that he bad employed iniquitous 
arts to influence eleflions: that for fecret-ferdee, 
during the lafl: ten years, he had touched one million 
fouj^ hundred flfty-three thoufand four hundred 
pounds of publick money: that above fifty, thou- 
' fand.pounds of this fum bad been paid to authors 
and pritJvfirs of newfpapers and political tra<3s writ- 
ten in defence of the miniftry : that on the very day 
which preceded his refignation, he had figned orders 
on the civil-lift revenues for above thirty tho jfand 
pounds; but as the cafli remaining in the Exchequer 
did not much exceed fourteen thoufand pounc s, he 
had raifed the remaining part of the thiitv thoufand, 
by pawning the orders to a banker. The commit- 
tee proceeded to make further progrefs in theu feru- 
tiny, and bad alrooft prepared a third report, when 
they were interrupted by the prorogation of !?arlia- 
ment. 

§ XXIII, The miniftry finding it was ne:eflary 
to take Ibme ftep for conciliating the aftetftion of the 
people, gave way to a bill for excluding certai n offi- 
cers from feats in the Houfe of Commons, They 
pafied another for encouraging the lipcn manuf adurej 
a third for regulating the trade of the plantations ; 
and a lomth to prevent the marriage of lunaticks. 
They voted forty thtiufand fsame% and fixty-two 
7 thouftind 
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thoufand five hundred landmen for the fervice of the Cil AP. 
current year. They provided for the fubfidies to '''It* 
Denmark and Hefle-Caffel, and voted five hundred 
thoufand pounds to the Queen of Hungary. The 
expence of the year amounted to near fix millions, 
raifed by the land-tax at four {hillings in the pound, 
by the malt-tax, by one million from the finking- 
fund, by annuities granted upon it for eight hun- 
dred thoufand pounds, and a loan of one million fix 
hundred thoufand pounds from the Bank. In the 
month of July, John Lord Gower was appointed 
Keeper of his Majefly’s Privy-feal: Allen Lord Ba- 
thurfl: was made Captain of the Band of Pen (loners; 
and on the fifteenth day of the month, Mr. Pulteney 
took his feat in the Houfe of Peers as Earl of Bath. 

The King clofed the feffion in the ufual way, after 
having given them to underftand, that a treaty of 
peac? was concluded between the Queen ofyHun- 
gary and the King of Pruflla, under his m^afi^n j 
and that the late fuccefies of Auftrian ainjs were 
in a great meafure owing to the generous amftance 
afforded by the Britifh nation 

§ XXIV. By this time gWat changes had hap- 
pened in the affairs of the Continent. Tile Elcdlor 
of Bavaria was chofen Emperor of Germany the 
Franckfort on the Maine, and crowned by at 
name of Charles VII. on the twelfth day of February* 
Thither the Ithperial diet was removed from Ra- 
tifhon: they confirmed his eledion, and indulged 
him with a lubfidy of fifty Roman months, amount- 
ing to about two hundred thoufand pounds fieri ing. 

In the mean time, the Auftrian General, Kheven-' 
huller, ravaged his eledforate, and made himfelf 
roafter of Munich, the capital of Bavaria: he like- 
wife laid part of the Palatinate under contribution, 
in refentment for that EleiStor’s having fent a body 
of bis troops to yeinforce the Imperial army. In 
March, Count Saxe, with a detachme nl of French 
and Bavarians, redweed Egxa ; and the Auftiians 
. G a were 
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B O Olc were obliged to evacuate Bavaria, though th ;y 
V , afterward? returned. Khevenhuller took poll in the 
174 ^ neighbourhood of Baflau, and detached General 
Bernclau to Dinglefing on the Ifcr, to obferve the 
motions of the enemy, who were now become ex- 
tremely formidable. In May, a detachment of 
French and Bav!irians advanced to the caftle of EliI- 
kerfbergh on the Danube, with a view to lake pof- 
fefiion of a bridge over the river: the Auflrian 
garrifon immediately marched out to give them 
battle, and a fevere adlion enfued, in which the ] m- 
perialifls were defeated. 

XXV. In the beginning of the year the Queen 
of Hungary had airerablcd two confiderable armies 
in Moravia and Bohemia. Prince Charles of Lor- 
raine, at the head of fifty thoufand men, advar ced 
againfi: the Saxons and Pruffians, who thought pro- 
per to.'fctire with precipitation from Moravia, which 
'they invaded. Then the Prince took the r mte 
to Bohijhfif-; 4 tid Marfhal Broglio, who commanded 
theFtencb forces in that countij, mull havefillen 
a facrificef, had not King of Pi'ufRa reccivijd a 
flrong reinforceraent,"nd entered that kmg'doin be- 
fore his allies could be attacked. Tlie two aitnies 
advanced towards each other; and on the feven- 
teenih of Ma)-, joined battle at Czaflaw, wher<! the 
Auftrvans at lii (I g^ned a manifeft advantage, and 
penetrated as far as the Prufiian baggage : then the 
inegulars began to plunder fo eagerly, that they 
negledled every other conJideraiion. The PrhfBan 
infantry took this opportunity to rally; the battle 
was renewed, and, ^er a veiy obfiinatc centeft, 
the victory was fnatched out of the hands cf the 
Auftrians, wlm were obliged to retire^ with tlte lofs 
of five thoufiind men killed, and twelve hundred 
taken by the enemy. The Pru:^ianff paid dear for 
the honour of remaining on the field of Battle ; and 
from the jiip ^umflances of this adlion the King is 
faid to have conceived a difguft^o the war. When 

the 
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tlie Auflrians made fuch progrefs in the beginning CiiAP. 
of the engagement, he rode off with great expedition, ^ ^ 

until he was recalled by a meflkge from his Gene- ^[7^ 
ral, the Count de Schwerin, afluring his Majcfty 
that there was no danger of a defeat. Immediately 
after this battle, he difeovered an inclination to ac- 
commodate all differences with the Queen of Hun- 
gary. The Earl of Hyndford, Ambaffador from 
the Court of Great- Britain, who accompanied him 
in this campaign, and was veiled with full powers by 
her Hungarian Majefly, did not fail to cultivate 
this favourable difpofition : and on the firft day of 
June, a treaty of peace between the two powers was 
concluded 'at Breflau. The Queen ceded to his 
Pruffian Majefly the Upper and Lower Silefia, with 
the county of Glatz in Bohemia; and he charged 
himfelf with the payment of the lum lent b^ the 
merghants of London to the late Emperor, jbn the 
Silefian revenues. He likewife engaged i^!0)?ferve’ 
a ftridl neutrality during the war, and to •'^itheJraw 
his forces from Bohemia in fifteen days after the ra- 
tification of the treaty, in which were comprehended 
the King of Great-Britain Elcdlor of Hanover, the 
Czarina, the King of Denmark, the States-General, 
the Houfe of Wolfenbuttle, and the King of Poland 
Eledlor of Saxony, on certain conditions, which 
were accepted. 

§ XXVr. The King of Pruffia recalled his troops; 
while Marefchal Broglio, who commanded the 
French 'auxiliaries in that kingdom, and the Count 
de Belleifle, abandoned their magazines and bag- 
gage, and retired with precipitation under the can- 
non of Prague. There they entrenched themfelvcs 
in an advantageous fituation ; and Prince Charles 
being joined by the other body of Auftrians, under 
Prince Lobkowitz, encamped in fight of them, on 
the hills of Girinfnitz, The Grand Duke of Tuf- 
cany 'arrived in the Auftrian army, .of which he took 
the command ; and*thc French Generals offered to 

furrender 
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‘ B;Opli furrendcr Prague, Egra, and all the other pUces 

t . they pofleired in Bohemia, provided thejr mighi; be 
1742, allowed to march ofF with their arms, artillery, and 
baggage. The propolal was rejedled, and Prague 
invelled on all ficles about the end of July. Though 
the operations of the fiege were cairied on ini an 
aukward and flovenly manner, the place was fo e Fec- 
iually blocked up, that famine mull have compelled 
the French to furrender at diferetion, had not very 
extraordinary efforts been made for their lelief. The 
Emperor had made advances to the Queen of Hun- 
gary. He promifed that the French forces flould 
quit Bohemia, and evacuate the empire ; and he 
fcffered to renounce all pretenfions to the kingdom 
of Bohemia, on condition that the Auflrians vmuld 
reftore Bavaria: but thefe conditions were declined 
by Court of Vienna. The King of Francs was 
no focP'ner apprized of the condition to whtcii the ■■ 
"’Gepera^BrogUo and Belleifle were reduced, than 
Be fent- orders to Marfhal Maillebois, who com- 
manded his army on the Rhine, to march to their 
relief. His troops were immediately put in motion ; 
and when they reached Ambcrg in the Upper Pala- 
tinate, were joined by the French and Imperialifls 
from Bavaria. Prince Chailes of Lorraine having 
received intelligence of their jundlion and defign, 
left eighteen thoufand men to maintain the blockade 
of Prague, under the command of General Feftititz, 
■while he himfelf, with the reft of bis army, ad- 
vanced to Haydon on the frontiers of Bohemia. 
There be was joined by Count Khevenhuller, who 
from Bavaria had followed thfe enemy, novr com- 
manded by Count SackendorfF, and the Ccunt de 
Saxe, Setkendorff, however, was fent back to Ba- 
varia, while Marfhal Maillebois entered j^hemia 
on the twenty- fifth day of Septenmer. But he 
marched with fuch precaution, that Prince Charles 
could nofc»>fing him to an Engagement. Mean- 
while Feftititz, for want of l^cient for:c, was 

“ loblieed, 
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at Leutmaritz. Maillc-bois advanced as far as Ka- 1742. 
dan ; but feeing the Auftrians poflefled of all the 
pafles of the mountains, he marched back to the 
Palatinate, and was miferably haralfed in his retreat 
by Prince Charles, who had left a ftrpng body with 
Prince Lobkowitz, to watch the motions (Jl^^lleifle 
and Broglio. 

§ XXVII. Thefe Generals feeing ''^themfelves 
furrounded on all hands, returned to Prague, from 
whence Broglio made his efcape in the habit of a 
courier, and was fent to command the army of 
Maillebois, who was by this time difgraced. Prince 
liobkowitz, who now diredled the blockade of 
Prague, had fo effedlually cut off all communication 
between that place and the adjacent countrjf^that 
in \ little time the French troops were redi^e.d to 
great extremity, both from the feverity of fea*- 
Ion, and the want of provifion. They weic alrSSdy 
jcduced to the neceffity of eating horfe flelh, and 
unclean animals: and they had ho other profpedl 
but that of perifbing by famine or war, when their 
Commander formed the fcheroe of a retreat, which 
was adlually put in execution. Having taken feme 
artful precautions to deceive the enemy, he, in the 
middle of December, departed from Prague at mid- 
night, with about fourteen thoufand men, thirty 
pieces of artillery, and forae of the principal citizens 
as hoftages for the fafety of nine hundred foldiers 
whom he had left in garrifon. Notwithftanding the 
difficulties he muft have encountered at that feafon 
of the year, in a broken and unfrequented road, 
which he purpofely chofe, he marched with fuch 
expedition, tliat he had gained the pafles of the 
mountains, before he was overtaken by the horfe 
and huflars of Prince Lobkowitz. The fatigue and 
hardfliips which the miferable foldi ers u nderwent 
are inexpreffible. great .number peruRed in the 

fnow. 


obliged to abandon the blockade of Prague; and GHAP 
the French Generals being now at liberty, took port 
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X. cold, and hunger, were left to the mercy of the 
\7^ Ariftrian irregulars, conlifling of the mofl. barbarous 
people on the face of the earth. The Count de 
Belleifle, though tortured with the hip-gout, be- 
haved with furpriling refolution and adivity. He 
caufed himfelf to be carried in a litter to every place 
where he thought his prefence was neccflary, and 
made fuch difpofitions, that the purfuors never could 
make an imprefB.on upon the body of his troops ; 
,but all his artillery, baggage, and even his own equi- 
page, fell into the hands of the enemy. On the 
twenty-ninth day of December, he arrived at Egra, 
from whence he proceeded to Alfacc without fur- 
ther moleftation : but, when he returned to Ver- 
failles, he met with a very cold reception, notwiih- 
ftan^ng the gallant exploit which ho had performed. 
Afterlhis efcape, Prince Lobkowirz returnjejl to „ 
•'Pragui and the fmall garrifon which Belleifle had 
'jefE*’ih raat place furrendered upon honourable terms; 
,fo that Ihis capital reverted ro the Houfc of Auflria. 

^ XXVII, The King of Great-Britain rcfolving 
to make a powerful diveriion in the Netherlands, 
had in the month of April, ordered fixtecn tbou- 
fand efleilive men to be embarked for that country ; 
but, as this ftep was taken without any previous 
concert with the States-General, the Earl of Stair, 
deftined to the command of the forces in Flanders, 
was in the mean time appointed Ambaifador Extra- 
ordinary and Plenipotentiary to their High Mighti- 
nefles, -in order to perfuadc them to co-operate vi- 
goroufly in the plan which his Britannick Majefiy 
bad formed : a plan by which Great-Britain was 
engaged as a principal in a foreign difpute, and en- 
tailed upon herfelf the whole burthen of an expenfive 
war, big with ruin and difgrace. England, frona 
being the umpire, was now become a party in all 
continent al qi wrrels ; and, inftcad of tnmming the 
balance (Jf^urope, layifhed ajvay her blood and 

treafure 
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treafure in ,fupporting the inlerefl. and allies of a ciTAP. 
puny elefloi'iite in the north of Germany. I'he ^ 

King of Pruffia had been at variance with the Elec- 
tor of Hanover. The duchy of Mecklenburgh xvas 
the avowed fiibjecfl of difpute: bulhisPrulTian Ma- 
jefly is faid to have had other more provoking caufes 
of complaint, which, however, he did not think 
proper to divulge. The King of Great- Britain found 
it convenient to accommodate thefe differences. In 
the courfe of this fummer, the two powers concluded 
a convention, in cunfequcnce of which the troops 
of Hanover evacuated Mecklenburgh, and three 
regiments of Brandenburgh took poflejflion of ihofe 
bailiwicks that were mortgaged to the King of J^rui- 
lia. The Eledlor of Hanover being now fecured 
from danger, fixteen thoufand troops of that coun- 
try, together with the fix thoufand auxiliary IJefi^as, 
jjegan.their march for the Netherlands 5 .and a^out 
the middle of Otftober arrived in the neigh borjii^ood 
of Brufi’els, where they encamped. The Earl ^ 

Stair repaired to Ghent, where the Britifti forces 
were quartered ; a body of Auflrians was afleirtbled ; 
and though the feafon was far advanced, he feemed 
determined upon fome expedition ; but all of a fud- 
den the troops were fent into winter-quarters. The 
Auflrians retired to Luxembourg : the Englifh and 
tielfians remained in Flanders; and the Hanove- 
rians marched into the county of Liege, without 
paying any regard to the Bifhop’s proteftation. 

§ 3QCIX. The States-General had made a con- 
fiderable augmentation of their forces by fea and 
land ; but, notwith Handing the repeated iflftances 
of the Earl of Stair, they refolved to adhere to their 
neutrality ; they dreaded the neighbourhood of the 
French; and they were far from being pleafed to 
fee the Englifli get footing in the Netherlands, The 
friends of the Houfe 6 f Orange began to exert thera- 
felves : the States of Groningen and Wefi-l-'''ricfland 
protefted, in favour of the Prince, agaimTthe pro- 
motion 
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pooK motion of foreign Genemls which had lately been 
made: but his intercfl. was powei fully opp^fed by 
the provinces of Zealand ana Holland, which had 
the grealell weight in the rcpubiick. The revolu- 
tion in Ruffia did not put an end to the war with 
Sweden. Thefe two powers had agreed to dn armi- 
fticc of three months, during which the 'Czarina 
augmented her forces in Finland. She likewife or- 
dered the Counts Oftemian and Munidh, w th their 
adherents, to be tried: they were condeipned to 
death, but pardoned on the fcaftbld, and fent in 
exile to Siberia. The Swedes, ftill encouriged by 
the intrigues of France, refufed to liften to any 
terms of accommodation, unlefs Carelia, and the 
other conqueds of the Czar Peter, fhould be reftored. 
The French Court had cxpedled to bring over the 
Emprefs to their meafures : but they found 
beMs well difpofed as her prcdeceflbr to ^iflift tl t^ 
Hote of Auflria, She remitted a confidcijablc furn 
"i^hey to the Queen of Hungary ; and at that 
fame\ime congratulated the Elector of Bavaria on 
his elevation to the Imperial throne. The ceremony 
of her coronation was performed in May, lii-ith great 
foleranity, at Mofeow; and in Noverabejr flie de- 
clared her nephew, the Duke of Holflein^Gottorp, 
her fucceflbr, by the title of Grand Prince of all the 
Ruffias, The ceflation of arms being expired, Ge- 
neral Lafci reduced Fredericklheim, and obliged 
the Swedifli army, commanded by Count Lewen- 
haupt, to retire before him, from one place to an- 
other, imtil at length they were quite furrountfed near 
Helfin^fors. In this emergency, the Swedifli Ge- 
neral lubmited to a capitulation, by which his in- 
jantry were tranfported by fea to Sweden ; |.iis cavalry 
marched by land to Abo ; and his artiller^ and ma- 
gazines remained in the hands of tbf£ Ruflians, The 
King of Sweden being of an advanced age, the diet 
aflembled in order to iettle the fncceffion ; and the 
Duke b^Solflein-Gottorp, as^grandfon to the elUefl. 

' filler 
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After to Charles XII. was declared next heir to the Vii, 
Crown. A courier was immediately difpntched 
Mofcow, to notify to the Duke this determination 174^ 
of the diet: and this mefftge was followed by a 
deputation ; but when they underftood that he had 
embraced the religion of the Greek church, and 
been acknowledged fuccefibr to the throne of Ruffia, 
they annulled his eled^ion for Sweden, and refolved 
that the fucceffion fhould not be re-ellablifhed, until 
a peace fhould be concluded with the Czarina. Con- 
ferences were opened at Abo for this purpofe. In 
the mean time, the events of war had been fo long 
unfortunate for Sweden, that it was abfolurely ne- 
ceflary to appeafe the indignation of the people with, 
fome facrifice. The Generals Lewenhaupt and 
Bodenbrock were tried by a court-mavtial for mif- 
condudl: being found guilty and condemnedi^to 
<ieath,»i?hey applied to the diet, by which the Ten- 
tence was confirmed. The term of the ful'Wjfa 
treaty between Great- Britain and Denmark expiring, 
his Danilh Majcfty refufed to renew it ; nor would 
•he accede to the peace of Breflau. On the other 
band, he became fubfidiary to France, with which 
alfo he concluded a new treaty of commerce. 

^ XXX. The Court of Verfailles were now 
heartily tired of maintaining the war in Germany, 
and had actually made equitable propofals of peace 
to the Queen of Hungary, by whom they were re- 
jedled. Thus repulfed, they redoubled their prepa- 
rations ; and endeavoured, by advantageous offers, 
to detach the King of Sardinia from the intereft of 
the Houfe of Auttria. This Prince had efpoufed 
a After to the Grand Duke, who prefled him to de- 
clare for her brother, and the Queen of Hungary 
promifed to gratify him with fome territories in the 
Milanefe : bcfid*es, he thought the Spaniards had 
already gained too much ground in Italy ; but, at 
the fame time, he was afraid of being cxufljed be- 
Vveea Fiunce and Spin, before he could be pro- 



HISTORY OF LNOtAN'O 


and 


pro- 


BOOK perly fupported. He therefore tempoiifcd, 

traaed the negociation, until he was alarmed at" the 
V 7 VZ. ptogrefs of the Sparufh arms in Italy, and lixed in 
his determination by ihefubfidics of Great -Britain. 
The Spanifti army aflembled at llimini, undci the 
Duke de Montemar; and being joined by the Nea<- 
politan forces, amounted to thoufa:jd men, 

lurnifhed with a large ttain of artillery. About 
the beginning of May, they entered the Bclognefe ; 
then the King of Sardinia declaring agair il them. 

Count 
and un- 


% 


joined the Auflrian array commanded 
Traun : marched into the duchy of Parma ; 
derflanding that the Duke of Modena had engaged 
in a treaty with the Spaniards, difpoflefled that Pnnee, 
of his dominions. The Duke de Montemar, fee- 
ing his army diminilhecl by ficknefs and defertion, 
Ideated to the kingdom of Naples, and was fol- 
lov^d by the King of Sardinia, as far as Rimini. ^ 
jj^CXXI. Here he received intelligence, tliM 
'*I)oia^bilip, third fon of his Caiholick Mijefty had 
made an irruption into Savoy with anotbi r army of 
Spaniards, and already taken pofleflion of Cham- 
berri, the capital- He forthwith began his march 
for Piedmont. Don Philip abandoned J Savoy at 
his approach, and reti eating into Dauplund, took 
pofi under the cannon of fort Barreaux. The King 
purlued him thither, and both arm'es remained in 
fight of each other rill the month of December, when, 
the Marquis de Minas, an aftive and enterprifing 
General, arrived from Madrid, and took upon him 
the command of the forces under Don Philip. This 
Gener-il’s fiifi exploit was againft the caftlo of Afpre- 
mont, in the ntighbomhood of the Sardinian camp. 
Pie attacked it fo vigoroufly, that the giwifon was 
obliged to capitulate in four-and- forty hours. The 
lofsof this important poll compcHcd the King to 
retire ijito Piedmont, and the Spaniarcs marched 
hack into Savoy, w'here they eftablifbed their win- 
tcr-quar?^5. In themeantinje. the Duke de Mon- 

I temar, 
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remar, who dire6i:cil the other Spanilh army, though CHAPw 
the Duke of Modena was nominal Generaliflimo, , 
refigned his command to Count Gages, who at- 1^4^ 
tempted to penetrate into Tufeany; but was pre- 
vented by the vigilance of Count Traun, the Auf- 
trian General, In December he quartered his troops 
in the Bolognefe and Romagna ; t^rhile the Auflrians 
and Piedmontefe were diftributed in the Modenefc 
and Parmefan. The Pope was paffive during the 
whole campaign : the Venetians maintained their 
neutrality, and the King of the Two Sicilies was over- 
awed by the Britifh fleet in the Mediterranean. 

§ XXXII. The new miniflry in England had 
fent out Admiral Matthews to alfume the command 
of this fquadron, which had been for fome time con- 
dudled by Le flock, an inferior officer, as Haddock 
had been obliged to refign his commiffion, on g/- 
jjjunt qf.his ill ftate of' health. Matthews was Irie- 
wife invefled with the charadler of Minifter-PV^ti- 
potentiary to the King of Sardinia and the States or' 

Italy. Immediately after he had taken pofleffion of 
his command, he ordered Captain Norris to deftroy 
five Spanifh gallies which had put into the bay of 
St. Ttopez ; and this fcrvice was eftedtnally per- 
formed, In May he detached Commodore Rowley, 
with eight fail, to cruize oflP the harbour of Toulon; 

, and a great number of merchant fhips belonging to 
the enemy fell into his hands. In Auguft he fent 
Commodore Marlin with another fquadron into the 
bay of Naples, to bombard that city, unlefs his 
Sicilian Majefly would immediately recal his troo]JS, 
which had joined the Spanifh army, and promife 
to remain neuter during the continuance of the war. 

Naples was immediately filled with conflernation ; 
the King fubferibed to tbefc conditions; and the 
Engliflr fquadroif rejoined the Admiral on the road 
of Hiercs, which he had chofen for bis winter fta- 
tion. Before this period he had landed fom e men 
at St, Remo, im the nerrituric^ of Genoa, and de- 

flroyed 
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0O<)K ftroyed the magazines that were cre<Sicd for the ufc 
^ , of the Spanifli army. He had likewilc ordered two 

of his cruizers to attack a Spaniflr flap of the line, 
which lay at anchor in the port of Ajaccio, in the 
ifland of Corfica: but the Spainlh Captain fet his 
men on fhore, and blew up his (liip, rather than fhe 
Ihould fall into the hands of the Englidi. 

^ XXXIII. In the courfe of this year Admiral 
Vernon and General Wentworth made another effort 
in the Weft- Indies. They had in January received 
a reinforcement from England, and planned a new 
expedition, in concert with the Governor of Ja- 
maica, w'ho accompanied them in their Voyage, 
Their defign was to difembark the troops at Porto- 
Bello, and march acrofs the ifthmus of Darien, to 
^tack the rich town of Panama. They failed from 
Jwjiaica on the ninth day of March, and on the 
twenty-eighth arrived at Porto-Bello, Thjpre th^ 
he^^ council of war, in which it was refolved, thw 
troops were fickly, the rainy fcafon begun, 
and ieveral tranfports not yet arrived, the intended 
expedition was become impradlicablc. In purfu- 
ance of this determination the armament immedi- 
ately returned to Jamaica, exhibiting a ridiculous 
fpcdacle of folly and irrcfolution*. In Augufl, a 
Ihip of war was lent from thence, with about three 
hundred foldiers, to the final! illand Rattan, in the 
bay of Honduras, of which they took pofleffion. In 
September, Vernon and Wentworth received orders 
to retiirn to England with fuch troops as remained 
alive ; thefe did not amount to a tenth part of the 
number which had been fent abroad in that inglo- 

* In May, two English {ngates, coininantled by Captain Smith 
and Captoin Stuait, fell In with ilifee Sp.miah ships of war, near the 
island ol St, Christophci’s, They forthv^ ith engaged, and the action 
continued nil night, by the favoui of which the enemy retired to Potto 
Uico tn a shattered condition. '' 

In the monih of SeittLinber thb Tilbury ship of war, of sixty gonv 
Was accidentally set on fiie, and deatiojed, off the tshinil of Hispaniola, 
on whic h tyea sinn one tiaodied and twenty-seven men perished ; the 
rest were s.t\cd by Captain Hparc, of tlifi Defuutce, who happened to 
h« on the saute ctnke. , 
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rious fervicc. The inferior officers fell ignobly bycH-'AP. 
iickncfs and defpair, without an opportunity of fig- 
nalizing their courage, and the commanders lived 174^ 
to feel the fcorn and reproach of their country. In 
the month of June the new colony of Georgia was 
invaded by an armament from St. Auguffine, com- 
manded by Don Marinel de Montcano, Governor 
of that fortrefs. It confifted of fix-and-thirty (hips, 
from which four thoufand men were landed at St, 

Simon’s ; and began their march for Frederica. 
General Oglethorpe, with a handful of men, took 
fuch wife precautions for oppofing their progrefs, 
and haraffied them in their march with fuch aAivity 
and refolution, that after two of their detachments 
had been defeated, they retired to their Ihips, and 
totally abandoned the enterprize. 

^ XXXIV. In England the merchants ftill ccffi- 
jpjai»ed jhat their commerce was not properly ''Ho- 
te£tcd,*and the people clamoured againft the^’^n- 
du<ft of the war. They faid, their burthens.^efe’ 
increafed to maintain quarrels with which they had 
no concern ; to defray the enormous expence of in- 
active fleets and pacifick armies. Lord C. had by 
this time infinuated himfelf into the confidence of 
his Sovereign, and engrofled the whole direCfion of 
publick affairs. The war with Spain was now be- 
come a fecondary confideration, and negleCled ac- 
cordingly; while the chief attention of the new 
minifler was turned upon the affairs of the continent. 

The difpute with Spain concerned Britain only. 

The interefls of Hanover were connected with the 
troubles of the Empire. By purfuing this objcCl he 
foothed the wifhes' of his Mafler, and opened a 
more ample field for his own ambition. He had 
ftudied the policy of the Continent with peculiar 
eagernefs. Thi? was the favourite fubjeift of his 
reflection, upon which he thought and fpoke with a 
degree of enthufiafm, The intolerable taxes, the 
poverty, the ruined qommercf of his country, the 

iniquity 
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, .foreign conncdlions, upon which he had fo often ex- 

1^. patiared, were now forgotten, or overlooked. He 
law nothing bur glory, conqueH, or acquired do- 
minion. He fet the power of France at defiance; 
and ns if Gieat-Britain had felt no diftrefs, but 
teemed with treafure which fire could not olherwife 
employ, he poured forth her millions with a rafh 
and defperate hand, in purchafmg beggarhr allies, 
and maintaining mercenary armies. The Earl of 
Stair had arrived in England towards the end of 
Augufl, and conferred with his Majefty. A privy- 
council was fummoned ; and in a few days that no- 
bleman returned to Holland. Lord Carteret was 
fent with a commiflion to the Hague in September ; 
aad when he returned, the baggage of the King and 
t^Duke of Cumberland, which had been fhipped 
foryianders, was ordered to be brought Cjo.,fhorg^_ 
Th|it^aihannent met on the fixteenth day of No- 
*'v^m%r, when his Majefly told them, that he had 
augmented the Britifli forces in the Low Countries 
with iixtecn thoufand Hanoverians and the Heflian 
auxiliaries, in Older to form fuch a force., in con- 
junction with the Auflrian troops, as might be of 
fervice to the common caufe at all events. He ex- 
tolled the magnanimity and fortitude of tlie Queen 
of Hungary, as well as the rcfolute conduCl of the 
King of Sardinia, and that Prince’s flriCt adherence 
to his engagements, though attacked in his own 
dominions. He mentioned the requifition made by 
Sweden, of his good offices for procuring a peace 
between that nation and Ruflla ; the defe ifive alli- 
ances which he had concluded with the Cs arina, and 
with the King of Pruflia ; as events which could not 
have been expeCled, if Great-Britain had not mani- 
fefted a feafonable fpirit and vigour? in de fence and 
afliftance of her ancient allies, and in maintaining 
the lib erties of Europe. He iaid, the honour and 
mtereft'^^bis crown and kingdoms, the fuccefs of 
^ s the 
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the war with Spain, the re-ellabliftimcnt of the CHAP- 
balance and tranquillity of Europe would greatly de- 
pend on the prudence and vigour of their refolu-''''774^ 
tions. The Marquis of Tweedale moved for an ad- 
dreis of thanks, which was oppofed by the Earl of 
Chcfterfield, for the reafons fo often urged on the 
fame occafion ; but fupported by Lord C. on his 
new adopted maxims, with ihofe fpecious arguments 
which he could at all limes produce, delivered with 
amaxing ferenity and afllirance. The Motion was 
agreed ro, and the adclrcfs prefented to his Majefty. 

About this period a treaty of mutual defence and 
guarantee between his Majefty and the King of Pruf- 
?ia was figned at Weflminner. In the Houfe of 
Commons Mr. Lyttelton made a motion for reviving 
the place-bill; but it was oppofed by a great niim-** 
ber of members who had formerly been flrenti’jus 
a.d voc ates for this meafure, and rejedled upon»'& di- 
vifion*. * Tills was alfo the fate of a motion mr^de to 
renew the enquiry into the conducSt of Kobe'rEaTi 
of Orford. As many llrong prefumptions of guilt 
had appeared againfl him in the reports of the feciet 
committee, the nation had reafon to expedl that tins 
propofal would have been embraced by a great raajo- 
riry; but feveral membera, who in the preceding 
feflion had been loud in iheir demands of juftice, 
now fhamefully contributed their talents and intereft 
in ftifling the enquiry. 

§ XXXV. When the Houfe of Lords took into 
confideration the feveral eftimates of the expence oc- 
cafioned by the forces in the pay of Great-Britain, 

Earl Stanhope, at the clofe of an elegant fpeech, 
moved for an addrefs, to befeech and advife his Ma- 
jefty, that in compaffion to his people, loaded al- 
ready with fuch numerous and heavy taxes, fuch 
large and growing debts, and greater annual ex- 
pences than the nation at any time before had evei 
iliftained, he would exonerate his fubjedls of the 
charge and burthen gf thofe ,raevrenaries who were 

von, HI. II taken 
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R O aK taken into the fervice lafl. year, without the advice 

, or confent of Parliament. The motion was fiip- 
ported by the Earl of Sandwich, who took occation 
to fpeak with great contempt of Hanover, and, m 
mentioning the Royal Family, feemed to foiget-that 
decorum which the fubjeiQ; required. He had, in- 
deed, reafon to talk with afpeiity on the coutrad by 
which the Hanoverians had been taken into the pay 
of Great-Biitain. Levy money was charged to the 
account, though they were engaged for one year 
only, and though not a Angle legiment had been 
raifed on this occafion : they had been levied for the 
fccurity of the Eledoratc; and would liavc been 
maintained if England h.\d never engaged in the 
aflairs of the continent. Tlic Duke of Bedford cn- 
■^hiigcd upon the fame lubjccH. lie laid it had been 
fd^eded, nor was the fufpicion without foundation, 
thats^he meafures of the linglidi minlAry had^ long 
beeiijcgulated by the intcrefl. of bis MajcAf'/cfec'*- 
S^ra,V^*iiitories : that thefo had been long contidcrod 
as a gulf into which the trcafurcs of Great-Britain 
had been thrown : that the flate of Hanover had 
been changed, without any vifiblc caiife, fince the 
acccliion of its Princes to the throne of I?ngland ; 
afilucnce had begun to wanton in their towns, and 
gold to glitter in their cottages, without tlic difco- 
very of mines, or the incrcale of their commerce ; 
and new dominions had been purchafed, of which 
the value was never paid fiom the revenues of Ha- 
nover. The motion was hunted down by the new 
Minifler,! the patriot Lord Bathurft, and the Earl of 
Bath, which lafl; nobleman declared, that he confi- 
deved it as an act of cowardice and meannefs, to fall 
palRvely down the fiream of popularity, to fuller his 
reafon and integrity to be overborne by the noife of 
vulgar clamours, which had been raifed againft the 
meafures of government by the low arls of exagge- 
ration, fallacious reafoaings, and partial reprefenta- 
tions. This is the very language which Sir Robert 

Walpole 
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Walpole had often ufed againft Mr. Pnltene)’’ and Kis c ri .vh.. 
confederates in the lloufe of Commons. The affo- 
dates of the new Secretary pleaded the caufc of 
Hanover, and iniifled upon the neccffiiy of a land- 
war againg France, with all the vehemence of decla- 
mation. Their fuggefuons were anfwered ; their 
condud: was feverely ftigmatifed by the Earl'of Chef- 
tcrfield, who obferved, that the aliembling an army 
in Flanders, without the concurrence of the States- 
Geneval, or any other power engaged by treaty, or 
bound by intereft, to fupport the Queen of Hun- 
gary, was a rafh and ridiculous meafure ; the taking 
lixteen thoufand Hanoverians into Britilh pay, with- 
out confulting the Parliament, feemed highly dero- 
gatory to the rights and dignity of the great council 
of the nation, and a very dangerous precedent,,?t^ 
future times ; that thefe troops could not be.-om- 
a ^^ yB d^againft the Emperor, whom they had a’feady 
recognized ; that the arms and weafth of ^'tain 
alone were altogether infulHcient to raife the'TElou/e 
of Auftria to its former Itrength, dominion, and in- 
fluence ; that the aflembling an army in Flanders 
would engage the nation as principals in an expen- 
five and ruinous war, with a powcf which it ought 
not to provoke, and could not pretend to wirhfiand 
in tliat manner ; that while Grcat-Britain exhauftcil 
herfelf almoft to ruin, in purfuance of fchcmes 
founded on engagements to the Queen of Hungary, 
the Eledloratc of I-Ianover, though under the lame 
engagements, and governed by the fame Prince, did 
not appear to contribute any thing as an ally to her 
afliflance, but was paid by Great- Britain for all the 
forces it had lent into the field, at a very exorbitant 
price : that nothing could be more abfurcl and ini- 
quitous than to hire thefe mercenaries, while a nu- 
merous army 13y inactive at home, and the nation 
groaned under fuch intolerable burthens. ‘‘It may 
“ be proper (added he) to repeat what ujay be for- 
gotten in the multitude of other objedfs, that this 

Ha “ nation, 
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■BOOK “ nation, after having exalted the E]e<51or of Ha- 
ll- ^ “ nover frcini a date of obfcurity, to the crown, is 
“ condemned to hire the troops of that deflorate 
“ to fight ilieir own caufc; to hire lliem at a rale 
“ which w'as never demanded before ; and to pay 
It levy-money for them, though it is known to all 
“ Europe that they were not raifed for this occa- 
“ fion.” All the partifansof the old miniftry joined 
in the oppofition to Earl Stanhope’s motion, which 
was rejected by the majority. Then the Earl of 
Scarborough moved for an addrefs, to approve of 
the meafurcs which had been taken on the continent ; 
and this was hkewife carried by dint of numbers. It 
was not, however, a very eligible \idory ; what 
they gained in Parliament they lofl. with the people. 
"Tlw new minifters became more odious than their 
pralftceffors 5 and that people began to think pub- 
lick Wtue was an empty name. „ , 

V^XXVI. But the moll fevere oppofition they 
underl^ent was in their endeavours to lupport a bill 
which they had concerted, and which had palfed 
through the Houfe of Commons with great preci- 

f ritation*. it repealed certain duties on fpirituous 
iquors and licences for retailing the liquors ; and 
impofed others at an ealy rate. When thofe fevere 
duties, amounting alrnofl. to a prohibition, were iin- 
pofed, the populace, of London were funic into the 
moft brutal degeneraCT, by drinking to excefs the 
penicious fpirit called (rin, which was fold fo cheap 
that the lowell clafs of the people could afford to 
indulge ihemfelves in one continued flate of intoxi- 
cation, to, the deftruftion of all morals, indullry, 
and order. Such a lharaeful degree of profligacy 
prevailed, that the retailers of this poifonous com- 
pound fet up painted boards in pubiick, inviting 
people to be drunk for the fmall fixpence of one 
penny ; alluring them they might be dead drunk for 
two-pen^e, ‘.and have flraw for nothing. They ac- 
cordingly provided cellars aiuV places ftrewed with 

flraw, 
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Araw', to winch they conveyed thofe vvrctches who CHAP, 
were overwhelmed with intoxication. Tn thefe dif- ^ / 

mal caverns they lay until they recovered fome ufe 17^^ 
of their faculties, and then they had recoiirfe t6 the 
fame mifchicvoiis potion ; thus confuming their 
health, and ruining their families, in hideotis recep- 
tacles of the moA Althy vice, refounding with riot, 
execration, and blaf[)hcrny. Such beaAly pradlices 
too plainly denoted a total want of all policy and 
civil regulations, and would have rcAedled difgracc 
upon the moA barbarous community. In order to 
reArain this evil, which was become intolerable, the 
LegiAature enaded that law which we have already 
mentioned. But the populace foon broke through all 
reAraint, Though no licence was obtained, and no 
duty paid, the liquor continued to be fold in^alf 
corners of the fircets : informers were intimidated 
teats of the people; and the juAiccs the 
peace, either from indolence or corruption, net^Mled 
to put the law in execution. The new nflruTAch's 
forelaw that a great revenue would accrue to the 
Crown from a repeal of this adl ; arid this meafure 
they thought they might the more decently take, as 
the law had proved ineAedlual ; for it appeared that 
the confuraption of gin had confiderably increafed 
every year Ance thofe heavy duties were impol'ed. 

They, therefore, pretended, that Aiould the price of 
the liquor be moderately raifed, and licences granted 
at twenty Aiillings each to the retailers, the loweA 
clafs of people would be debarred the ufe of it to ex- 
cefs : their morals would of confequence be mended ; 
and a conAdcrablc fum of money might be raifed 
for the fupport of the war, by mortgaging the re- 
venue ariling from the duty and the licences. Upon 
thefe maxims the new bill was founded, and palled 
through the Lbwor Houfc without oppoAtion : but 
among the Peers it produced the moll obAinate dif- 
pute which had happened Ance the beginnii^ of this 
Parliament. The (kA aAaulf it fuAained was from 

Lord 



niSTOllY OF ENGLAND 


nw 

IJOO li Loul Hcrvcy, who hafl been tli veiled of lua poll of 
Privy-fcal, whirh was bcfiowed on Lord Gower ; 
and thefe two i i^blemeu exchanged principles fiom 
that’ inflaiit. 'iiic firll wjs hardened into a flurdy 
patriot ; the other fupplcd into an obfequious cour- 
tier, Lord Hevvcy on this occallon imde a florid 
harangue upon the pernicious clfl'(fls of that dcllruc- 
uve I'pirit they W'cre about to let loofe upon their 
fellow-cieatures. Several prelates expatiated on the 
fame topicks : but the Earl of Lhelicrficld attacked 
the bill with the united powers of reafon, wot, and 
ridicule. Lord Carteret, Lord Rathutli, and the 
Earl of Bath, were numbered among its advocates; 
and flirewd arguments were advanced on both licks 
of the queflion. After very long, warm, and rc- 
-►^led debates, the bill palled without amendments, 
thcAigli the whole bench of bifhops voted againll it ; 
and cannot help owning, that it has not dlgta 
attended with thofe difmal conlequcnces wlficn the 
feord^in the oppofitiou foretold. When the quef- 
tion was put for committing this bill, and the Earl 
of Chcllerficld faw tlic Bifliops join in bis divilion, 
I am in doubt (faid he) whether I have not got 
on the other lide of the qucllion ; for I have not 
“ had the honour to divide with fo many lawn 
“ flei'ves for fevcral years.” 

^ XXXVII. By the report of the fecrct com- 
mittee it appeared that the then miuiller had com- 
menced profccutions againfi; the mayors of boroughs 
who oppoied his influence in the elcdlions of mem- 
bers of Parliament. Thefe profccutions were found 
on amhiguiiic!! in charters, or trivial informalities in 
the choice of nngiflratas. An appeal on fuch a 
pvocefs was brought into- the Houfe of Lords ; and 
this evil falling under confideration, a bill was pre- 
pared for fecuiing the independency of corporations : 
but as it tended to diminiln the influence of the mi- 
nillry, they argued againll it with their ufual eager- 
iicfs and'^fuccefs ; and it was rejected on a divilion. 

" The 
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The mutiny bill and forcral others pafied through CIlAj’i 
both Houfes. The Commons granted fupplles to 
the amount of lix millions, raifed by the land-tax, 
the malt- tax, (luties on fpirituous liquors, and*' li- 
cences, and a loan from the linking fund. In two 
years the national debt had fuflercd an increafe of 
two millions four hundred thoufand pounds. On An. . 
the twenty-firti day of April the Icflion was clofed 
in the ufual manner. The Iving in lus fpeech to both 
Houfes, told them that, at the rcquilition of the 
Queen of Hungary, he h.ad ordered his army, in 
conjundlion with the Auflrians, to pafs the llhine 
for her fupport and aflitlance ; that he continued 
one fquadron of Ihips in the Mediterranean, and 
another in the Wed Indies. He thanked the Com- 
mon.s for the ample fupplies they had granted-'; aijiin 
declared it was the lixed purpofe of his heart to plo- 
ifue intereft and happinefs of his king- 
doms.*^ Immediately after the prorogation of .Par- 
liament he embarked for Germany, accompan^i(^by 
the Duke of Cumberland, Lord Carteret, and other 
perfons of (lilIin(?lion. 

XXXVIll. At this period the Queen of Hun- 
gary feemed to triumph over all her enemies. The 
French were driven out of Bohemia and part of the 
Upper Palatinate ; and their forces under Marefchal 
Broglio rverc polled on the Danube. Prince Charles 
of Lorraine, iU. the head of the Auflrian army, en- 
tered Bavaria; and in April obtained a vidlory over 
a body of Bavarirns at Braunau : at the fame time, 
three bodies of Croalians penetrating through the 
palles of the Tyroleze, ravaged the whole country 
to the very gates of Munich. The Emperor prcllcd 
the French General to liazard a battle; but he refufed 
to run the rifqiie, through he had received a ftrong 
reinforcement from France. His Imperial Majcfly, 
thinking himfclf unfafe in Munich, retired to Augf- 
burgh : Marelchal Scckendorf retreated with the 
Bavarian troops to IqgokUladt, where he aftcr- 
D - w.arcli 
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book wards joined by Marefchal Ilroglio, wliofc trihopi 

' retreat been purfned and teuibly bar: fled 

bythe Auftiian cavalry and huflruo. Piincc Ch.u'lcs 
had* opened a free communication vvuh Munich, 
which now for the third time fell into the hands of 
the, Queen of Hungaiy. Her arms hkewifc redliccd 
Fiiedberg and Landfperg, while I'liuce Charles 
continued to piirfue the Ficnth to Don.uveit, where 
they weie joined by iweUe thoufand men flora the 
Khine. Bioglio flill avoided an cngaguncnt, and 
retieaied befoie the enemy to Hadbron. The Em- 
peror being thus abandoned by his allies, and firip- 
ped of all his dotnimons, repaired to Franckfoit, 
where he lived in indigence and obfcimty. Hs now 
made advances towards an accommodation with the 
fjpeen of Hungary. His Geneial, Setlcendoif, 
hac' an interview with Count Khevenhuller at the 
convent of Loweifconfield, wbcie a convention was 
ligned. This treaty imported, That the Emperor 
fhorr^ remain neuter during the continuance ol the 
prcfcntw'ar; and, That his troops ftiould be quar- 
tered in Franconia: That (he Queen of H angary 
fhould keep pofleffion of Bavaria till the peace : 
That Braiinau and Scalding fliould be delivered up 
to the Auhrians : That the French ganifon of In- 
goldfladt fhould be permitted to withdraw^, and be 
replaced by Bavarians; but that the Aiifliiui Ge- 
nerals fhould be put in poHefTion of all the artillery, 
magazines, and warlike ftores belonging to the 
French, which fliould be found in the place , The 
Governors of Egra and Ingoldfladt refufin y to ac- 
quiefee in the capitulation, the Aufirians had recouife 
to the operations of war; and both places were re- 
duced. In Ingoldfladt they found all the Empe- 
lor’s domeftick tieafure, jewels, plate, pidUires, 
cabinets, and curiofities, with the archives of the 
Houfc of Bavaria, the moft valuable cf[e(?ls belong- 
ing to the nobility of that eledlorate, a pi odigious 

train 
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train of artillery, and a vail quantity oi provifions, C H AP. 
arms and ammunition. . 

§ XXXTX. I'lie Frenrh King, baffled in all 
cflbils he had hithcito made for the iupporl of 'the 
Emperor, ordered his minifler at Franckfort to de- 
liver a declaration to the diet, profeffing himfclf ex- 
tremely well pleafcd to hear they intended to inter- 
pofe their mediation for terminating the wai. He 
laid, he was no Icfs fatisfied with the treaty of neu- 
trality which the Emperor had concluded with the 
Queen of Hungary ; an event of which he was no 
looner informed, than he had ordered his troops to 
return to the frontiers of his dominions, that the 
Germanick body might be convinced of his equity 
and moderation. To this declaration the Queen of 
Hungary anfwered in a refeript, that the defign 
France was to embarrafs her affairs, and depilve 
l}^i;T«^he affiflance of her allies ; that the Eleflor 
of Bavaria could not be confidered as a neutral j^arty 
in his own caufe : that the mediation of the i^j'pire 
could only produce a peace either ivith or without 
the concurrence of France : that in the former cafe 
no folid peace could be expedled ; in the latter, it 
was eafy to forefee, tluat Prance would pay no re- 
gard to a peace in which Ihe Ihould have no con- 
cern. She affirmed, that the aim of the French 
King was folely to gain time to repair his lofies, 
that he might afterwards revive the troubles of the 
empire. The Eledlor of Mentz, who had favoured 
the Emperor, was now dead, and his fuccellbr in- 
clined to the Aufirian interefl. He allowed this 
refeript to be entered in the journ.al of the Diet, to- 
gether with the proiefls which had been made when 
the vote of Bohemia was fupprefled in the late elec- 
tion. The Emperor complained in a circular letter 
of this tranfadhon, as a ftroke levelled at his Im- 
perial dignity; and it gave nib to a warm difpute 
among the members of the Germanick body. Seve- 
ral Princes refented the haughty ccndiu'T^, and began 

to 



HISTOKY OV iiNGJ,AWU. 


lOS. - 

■ 1) po K to be alarmed at the fucccls of the IJonfc of Ahltria; 

others pitied the deplorable liuunion n.’ the 
Knipcror. The Kings of Groat-Britain and Pnif- 
lia, as ElcfTlors of Hanover and Bnindcnburgii, ef- 
poufed oppolitc fides in this conleft. Ilis Pr ilFian 
Majefty protefted againft the invcliiturc of iho duchy 
of Saxe Lawenburgh, claimed by the King of Oreat- 
Britain; he had an interview with General Scck:ndorf 
at Anfpach ; and was faid to have privately rilited 
the Emperor at Fvanckfort. 

\ XL. The troops which the King of Great- 
"Britain had atiembled in the Netherlands, began 
their march for the Rhine in the latter end of Fe- 
bruary; and in May they encamped near Hcech on 
the river Mayne, under the command of the Earl 

Stair. This nobleman font Major-General Bland 
to Franckfort, with a compliment to the Emperor, 
alluring him, in the name of his Britan nir.iJMjac 
jelly, that the rcfpedl owing to his dignity Ihould 
jiot"-^ violated, nor the place of his rclider :e dif- 
turbed. Notwithftanding this alfurancc, the Em- 
peror retired to Munich, though he was afterwards 
compelled to return, by the fuccefs of the /mllrians 
in Bavaria. The French King, in order to irevent 
the jundlion of the Britilh forces with Prince Charles 
of Lorraine, ordered the Marefchal dc No allies to 
affemble fi>.ty thoufand men upon the Mayn : ; while 
Coigny wasfent into Alface tA'ith a numerous army, 
to defend that province, and oppofc Prince Charles, 
Ihould he attempt to ^afs the Rhine, Che Ma- 
refchal de Noailles, having fecured the i;owns of 
Spire, Worms, and Oppenheim, pafled tlo Rhine 
in the beginning of June, and polled hinifc f on the 
eaft fide of that river, above Franckfort. 'i'he Earl 
of Stair advanced lowanls liini, and ehcMiped at 
Killenbach, between the river Mayn*; and he forefl 
of D’Armfladt; from this fituation he made a mo- 
tion to Afchafienbiirgb, with a view to f:cure the 
navigatien of the Upper Mayne, btit iic was anti- 
cipated 



clpitatedln il> i .1 '> " , wlio lay on the other fide of cjtap, 
the rivi . o 1' <>.• lalrcn pollefTion of the pods 'vii. 
above, t" '< iiitcrcept all fnpplies. They \v^rc^'~p^ 
pod eel 01 1'', vJthcr fide of the river, oppollte to fhe ' 
Allies ' ho'e ramp they overlooked ; and they foaind 
mi oir l>v their parties and other precautions, to cut 
oir '.0 communication by water between Fr.anck- 
f(»u and the Confederates. The Duke of Cumber- 
land had already come to make his lirll campaign, 
and his Majeflv arrived in the camp on the niiuli 
day of June. Ue lirmnd his army, amounting to 
above forty tboufand men, in danger of fiart ing ; 
he received intelligence, that a reinforcement of 
twelve thouland I'anoverians and Hcliians had 
reached Hanan : and he relolved to march thither, 
both with a view to tl'f v-L the junftion, and to pr(jj«(w» 
cure provilion for his forces. With this view he 
tk'cpD^l ^d on the twenly-lixth day of June. He 
Itad nVfooner quitted AfchalFcnburgh, than it was 
I'cized by the French General : he had not mo^^hed 
above three leagues, when he perceived tlie cnern)*, 
to the number of tliirty thouland, had pallbd the 
river farther down, at Selingenftadt, and were drawn 
up in order of battle at the village of Dettingen, to 
difputc his paflage. Thus he found bimfelf cooped 
up in a very dangerous fituation. The enemy had 
poflefled themfclves of Afehaftenburgh behind, fo 
as to prevent his retreat ; his troops were confined 
in a narrow plain, bounded by hills and woods on 
the right. Hanked on the left by the river Mayne, 
on the oppofite fide of which the French had erected 
batteries that annoyed the Allies on their march : in 
the front a confiderable part of the French army 
was drawn up, with a narrow pafs before them, the 
village of Dettingen on their right, a wood on their 
left, and a morsfs in the center. Thus environed, 
the Confederates muft either have fought at a very 
great difadvantage, or furrendered ihemlblvcs pri- 
fonerg of war, had not the Duke dc Grtuuont, who 

commanded 
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BOOJv commanded the enemy, been infllgated l-)}j tlic 
of madnefs to forego thefe advantages. He 
'^y'jr^xirccl the detile, and advancing towards the 

a battle onfued. The French liorfe charged with 
great inipi-tiiolity, and fome regiments ofBritiih ca- 
valry were put in chfoider: but the infantry o:: the 
Allies bthavedwith fucU intrepidity and deliberation, 
under the eye of their Sovereign, as foon deterrnined 
tlie fate of the clay : the French were obliged to give 
way, and repafs the Mayne with great piecipitition, 
luiving loll abow five thoufand men killed, wound- 
ed, or taken. Had they been properly purfued be- 
fore they rcrolli.i'-led tlicmfelves from their firf con- 
fufion, in .all piobability they would have fullained 
a total overthrow. The Fail of Stair propofed that 
•nobody of cavalry thould be detaclied on this fervice ; 
but his advice was over-ruled. The lofs of tlic Al- 
lies in this aehon amounted to two thoufa^-oieaj. 
The Generals Clayton and Monroy were kilfec : the 
DefT*. of Cumberland, who exhibited uncommon 
proofs of courage, was lliot through the calf af the 
leg ; the liarl of Albennarle, General Huike, and 
fevcral other officers of diffindlion, were wo.mdetl. 
The King expofed his perfon to a fevere fire of can 
non as well as mufquetry ; he rode between the 


firlt and fecond lines with his fword draw. 


and 


encouraged the troops to fight for the ho iour of 
I'inglantl. Immediately after the adlion he conii- 
tmul his nurch to Hanau, were he was joined by 
the reinforcviuent. The Earl of Stair fent n trum- 
pet Ui Marvl'ch'il de Noailles, recommending to his 
proit^Uon the (ick and wounded that were left on 
the field of battle ; and thefe the French General 
treated w th gre it care and tendernefs. Sue] 

O'itty loficno the ligours of w.ar, and does 
t!» iuiimniiy. 

§ Xtd, The two armies continued on different 
ftdi'i of^thc mcr till the tw'clfth day of July, when 
the Furuh (seju-r.ii„ receiving intelligence that 

i) Prince 
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Prince Chalks of Lorraine had apjiroachcd thec^JAp. 
Neckar, he fuddenly retired, and rcpailed the Rhin^ Vif. 
between Worms and Oppenheini. The King jof 
Great- Britain was rilited by Prince Charles and 
Count Khevenhullcr at Hanau, where the future 
operations of the campaign were regulated. On the 
twenty-feventh day of Auguft, the allied army paf- 
fed the Rhine at Mentz, and the King fi'ced his head- 
quarters in the epifcopal palace at Worms. Here 
the forces lay encvUnped till the latter end of Sep- 
tember, when they advanced lo Spire, where they 
were joined by twenty thoufand Dutch auxiliaries 
from the Netherlands. Marefchal Noailles having 
retreated into Upper Alface, the Allies took poflef- 
fion of Germcrfheim, and demolifhed the entrench- 
ments which the enemy had raifed on the Queiclt-;**' 
then they returned to Mentz, and in 06lober were 
dift5*^»f4;,ed into winter-quarters, after an inadlive 
campaign that redounded very little to the bopour 
of thofe by whom the motions of the array wer'^Cbn- 
dudled. In September a treaty had been conclud- 
ed at Worms between his Britannick Majefty, 
the King of Sardinia, and the Queen of Hungary, 

She engaged to maintain thirty thoufand men in 
Italy: the King of Sardinia obliged himfelf to em- 
ploy forty thoufand infantry and five thoufand horfe, 
in confideration of his commanding the combined 
army, and receiving an annual fubfidy of two liun- 
dred thoufand pounds from Grear-Britain. As a 
further gratification, the Queen ynelded to him the 
city of Placentia, with feveral diftikb in the duchy 
of Pavi, and in the Novarefe; and all her right and 
pretenfions to Final, at prefent polTefied by the re- 
publick of Genoa, which they hoped would give it 
up, on being repaid the purchafe-raoney, amount- 
ing to three handred thoufand pounds. This fum 
the King of England promifed to difburfe; anrl 
moreover to maintain a flrong fqiudron in the Me- 
diterranean, the Commander fiS which fhouTd adf in 

concert 
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tt- contracliiig powers agreed, that I'inal {lioull be 
'"TJ^'conhitutcU a free port, like that of Ijcghorn. No- 
thing could be more unjufl than this treat ?, by 
which the Genncfe were ncgociaicd out of their pro- 
perty. They had purchafed the marquifate cf Fi- 
nal of the late Finpcror for a valuable confidcntion, 
and the purcliafc had been guaianteed by Great- 
Rrilain. It could not, therefore, be ex[)C^let that 
tlicy would part with this acquifition to a Frince 
whofe power they thought already 'too formic able ; 
clpecially, on condition of its being madei.lree- 
port, to the prejudice of their own commerce. They 
prefented reuiontl ranees againft ihi*- article, by their 
niiniltcrs at the Courts of London, Vienna, and 
ifnrin ; and, as very little regard was paid to their 
reprefentations, they threw themfclves into thf arms 
of France and Spain for protedlion. 

^ XLII. After the battle of Detlingen, Colonel 
Mffl^el, at the head of a large body of irn gulars 
belonging to the (^ueen of Hungary, made an irrup- 
tion into r,orraine, pail of which they n.vaged 
without mercy. In September Prince C harks, 
with the Atifrnan Army, entered the Brifgaw, and 
atrcmpied to pals the Rhine; but Marefchal Coigny 
bad lakon Inch precautions for guarding it tin the 
otlur fide, that he was obliged to abandon Jiis de- 
lign, and marching back into the Upper Palati- 
nate, quartered his troops in that country, and in 
JUvaria. By this lime the Earl of Stair tit d foli- 
CjU'iI and obtained leave to refign his command. 
He had for foii.e time thought himfelf neg.efted; 
and was unwilling that his reputation fliouk fuffer 
on account of mcafures in which he had no c incern. 
In (jciobcr the King of Great-Britain, retu ned to 
Ihmtufr, ard the army feparated. The ti oops in 
U'itdh pjy marched back to the Netherlands, and 
t’ . red took tlieir route to their refpedlive ccuntries. 
bta"cs General lull vv'avered between their own 

am nediate 



CKORGE 11. 


11 ! 

Immediate inlerefl and their defire to fupport the 
TIoufe of Aullria. At length, howcvei, tliey fup- '''H- 
plied her with a fubhdy, and ordered rv\enty ihf li- ^^^7^ 
fand men to march to her affiftance, notwithflj.'nd- * ’ 
ing the intrigues of the Marquis de Fenelon, the 
French Ambafliidor at the Hague, and the decla- 
ration of the King of Pruffia, who difapproved of 
this meafure, and refufed them a paflage through his 
territories to the Rhine. 

^ XLIII. Sweden was filled with difeontents, and 
divided into factions. The Generals BodenbrocL 
and Lewenhanpt ucrc beheaded, having been fatn- 
ficed as fcape-goats for the miniflry. Some unfuc- 
cefsful eftbrts by fea and land were made again (i 
the Ruffians. At lafl the peace of Abo was con- 
cluded; and the Dube of Holftein-Utin, uncle tjij. 
the fucceffor of the Ruffian throne, was cliofen as 
next heir to the crown of Sv/eden. A parly h.id 
bSSiTtCrmed in favour of the Prince of Dciuiurl: ; 
and the order of the peafants atSlually elec'led l^,-*i as 
fucceflbr. The doha'cs in the college of nobies lofc 
to a very dangcious degree of aniraofity, and were 
appeafed by an harangue in Swedifh verfe, which 
one of the fenators pronounced. The peafants 
yielded the point, and the fucceffion was fettled on 
the Duke of Holflcin. Denmark, infligated by 
French councils, began to make preparations of 
war againft Sweden: but a body of Ruffian auxilia- 
lies aniving in that kingdom, under the command 
of General Keith, and the Cxarina declaring ffie 
would affift the Swedes with her whole force, the 
King of Denmark thought proper to tlihirm. It had 
been an old maxim of French policy to embroil 
the courts of the North, that they might be too 
much employed at home to intermeddle in the affairs 
of Germany, wljilc ]'’iance was at wav witii the IToufe 
of Auftria. The good underflanding between the 
Czarina and the (^ueen of Hungary was at this pe- 
riod deflroyed, in confcquetice of a confpiracT' whicli 
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BQOK had been formed by fome perfons of difl.in(Rloi al 
Court of Peterfburgh, for removing the Emprels 
t7D. ' l^izabetb) and recalling the Princefs Anne to] the 
adminiflration. This delign being difeovered, the 
piincipal confpirators were corporally puniflied, and 
font in esile to Siberia. The Marquis de Botta, the 
Auflrian Minifter, who had icfided at the Court of 
the Czarina, was fufpedted of having been conce rned 
ill the plot ; though the grounds of this fufracion 
did not appear till after be was lecalled, and fent 
ai Ambaflador to the Court of Berlin. The Em- 
prefs demanded faiisfaclion of the Queen of Hun- 
gary, uho appointed cotnmiffioners to enquire to 
ills conduct, and he was acquitted: but the Czarina 
was not at all fatisfied of his innocence. In Fe- 
p^jiuary a defenfivp treaty of alliance was conguded 
between this Princels and the King of Grcat- 
Britain, 

^ XlilV. By this time France was dcpriv^icT Setter 
abW^tniniller, in the death of the Cardinal dqFleu- 
ry, who had for many years managed the affiirs of 
that kingdom. _ He is faid to have poflefled a lively 
genius, and an infmuating addrefsj to have been re- 
gular in his deportment, arid moderate in his difpo- 
fition; but at tlie fame time he has been branded as 
ileceitful, dillembling and vindidlive. Plis Ifcheme 
of politicks was altogether pacifick : he endeavoured 
to accomphlh his purpofes by raifing and fotrienting 
mrrigucs at foreign courts: he did not feem to pay 
much regard to the military glory of Franch ; and 
lie too much negledlcd the naval power of that king- 
dom. Since Broglio was driven out of Gdvmany, 
the French Court affedled uncommon moderation. 
'Phey pretended that their troops had only a fled as 
i.u.'tiliaries while they remained in the Empire f being, 
however, apprehcnfivc of an irruption into their own 
»t(imiutous, they declared, that thofe troops were no 
lont^cr to be confidercd in that light, but as fubjeas 
uUtng f,i the fen ice of Prance. The campaign in 

Italy 
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Italy proved unfavourable to the Spaniards. In the CIT A.P, 
beginning of February Count Gages, who co,m- ^ 
manded the Spanish army in the Bolognefe, amodnt- 
ing to four-and-twcnty thoufand men, pafled the 
Penaro, and advanced to Campo -Santo, where Ije 
encountered the Imperial and Piedmontefe forces, 
commanded by the Counts Traun and Afpreiilont. 

The flrengtli of the two armies was nearly equal. 

The adlioii was obflinate and bloody, though inde- 
cifive. The Spaniards loft about four thoufand men 
killed, wounded, or taken. The damage fuftained 
by the Confederates was not quite fo great. Some 
cannon and colours were taken on both ftdes ; and 
each claimed the victory. Count Gages repafled 
the Penaro; retreated fuddcnly from Bologna; and 
marched toRhiraini in the Ecclefiaftical State, whel?^ 
he fortified his camp in an advantageous fituation, 
aftcr'shaving fufFered feverely by defertion. Count 
Traun*remaincd inaeSlive in the Modenefe till Sep- 
tember, when be refigned his command to Prince 
Lobkowitz. This General entered the Bolognefe in 
October, and then advanced towards Count Gages, 
who, with his forces, now reduced to feven thou- 
fand, retreated to Fano; but afterwards took pof- 
feffion of Pefaro, and fortified all the pafles of the 
river Foglia. The feafon was far advanced before 
the Spanifh troops, commanded by Don Philip, in 
Savoy, entered upon action. 'In all probability, the 
Courts of Vcrfailles and Madrid carried on fome 
private negociation with the King of Sardinia, This 
expedient failing, Don Philip decamped from Cham- 
berri in the latter end of Auguft, and defiling 
through Daupbinc towards Briancon, was joined by 
the Prince of Conti, at the head of twenty thoufand 
French auxiliaries. Tims reinforced, he attacked 
the Piedmontefe lines at Chateau-Dauphin^ ; but 
was repulfed in fcveral attempts, and obliged to 
retreat with confiderable Ipfs. The French efta- 
bliftied their winter-quarters i,n Dauphin^ and Pro- 
voL. fit. I vence; 
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vence ; and the Spaniards uiainiaihed their foofing 
in Savoy. 

XLV. The Britifh fleet, commanded by Admi- 
ral Matthews, over-awed all the States that bord 2red 
on the Mediterranean. This officer, about the end 
of June, underftanding that fourteen xebecks, liiden 
with artillery and ammunition for the Spanifh army, 
had arrived at Genoa, failed thither from the road 
of Iliercs, and demanded of the rcjiublick that 
they would either oblige thefe veflels with the f ores 
to quit their harbour, or fequefler their lading until 
a general peace Ihould be efiablifhed. After bme 
difpute, it was agreed that the cannon and lores 
fliould be dcpofited in the caftle of Bonifacio, fitmated 
on a lock at the fouth end of Corfica 5 and tht t the 
Checks fhould have leave to retire without mci 
tion. The Corficans had fome years before rev f 
and fliaken off the dominion of the Genoefe^ 
which their ifland had remained for many cenji 
They found themfelves oppreffed, and rcfolJ 
aflert their freedom. They conferred the fovl 
authority on a German adventurer, who was folcmnly 
proclaimed by the name of King Tbeodoref He 
had fupplied them with fome arms and ammunition, 
which he had brought from Tunis ; and alnufcd 
them with promifes of being alii fled by lareign 
Powers in retrieving their independency : mt as 
thefe promifes were not performed, they treati dhim 
fo roughly, that he had thought proper to qJiit the 
illand, and they fiibmitted again to their old rlafters. 
'I'he troubles of Corfica were now revived. Theo- 
dore revifired bis kingdom, and was recogni ,ed by 
. the principal chiefs of the ifland. He publ fiied a 
\ granted a general pardon to all his 
fubjeds who fhould return to their obedieni.e: be 
pretended to be countenanced and ^ported by the 
King of Grcat-Britain and the Queen of H ingary. 
He was certainly thought a proper inflrurient to 
pv.'rplex: and harafs tl},e Genoefe, and fiipiilicd at 

1 this 
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tills jun 61 ure with afurn of money to piirchafc arms CII AP„ 
for the Corficans ; but a change loon happened in , , 

the Britifli miniflry, and then lie was fiiflercd to re- 
lapfe into liis original obfeurity. Admiral Matthews, 
though he did not undertake any expedition of im- 
portance againft the maritime towns of Spain, con- 
tinued to all'ert the Britilh empire at fea through the 
whole extent of the Mediterranean. The Spanilh 
army under Don Philip was no fooner in motion, 
than the EngliHi Admiral ordered fome troops and 
cannon to be diferabarked for the fecurity of Villa- 
Franca. Some (lores having been landed at Civita- 
Vecchia, for the ufe of the Spanilh forces under 
Count Gages, Matthews interpreted this tranfadlion 
into a violation of the neutrality which the Pope had 
profelfed ; and fent thither a fquadron to bombr.?d 
the place. The city of Rome was filled with con- 
fternalion ; and the Pope had recourfe to the good 
offices of his Sardinian Majcfly, in confequence of 
which the Englifh fquadron was ordered to with- 
draw. The Captains of fingle cruifing fliips, by their 
afSlivity and vigilance, wholly interrupted the com* 
merce of Spain; cannonaded and burned fome towns 
on the fea-fidc ; and kept the whole coafi; in conti- 
nual alarm *. 

* In Miiy a dreadful pla?5uo Irtoke out at Messina in Sicily. It was 
imported in cotton and otlier coinmodUics brought from the Morea t 
anil swept off sucli a nmltittide of people, that tlie city was almnit 
(IrpupuUited : all the wUey slaves, who were om)>Ioyerl in hiuyiiig 
the dead, peiished by the contagion ; and this was tlie fate of miiiy 
priests and moults who administered to those wlio were infected. 

The dead bodies lay in heaps in the strccls, corrupting tlie air, and 
adding fresh fuel to the rage of die pestilence. NuiiiLers died mi- 
aevably, for want of projicr attendance and necessaries ; and all was 
horror and desolation. At the bc^nning of winter it ceased, after 
having destroyed near fifty thousand inhabitants of Messina, and of 
tlie giiiribons in the citadel and castle. It was prevented from 
gireading in Sicily by a strong banicado drawn from Mclaaro to 
Taortiiina ; but it'svas eonveyetl to Reggio in Calabria, by the ava- 
rice of a broker of that place, who bought some goods at Messina. 

The King of Naples immediately ordered lines to he formed, toge- 
ther with a chain of troops which cut off all communication be- 
tween tltat place and the rest of the continent. " 

12 ’ ' ^XLVI. 
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BOOK ^ 5CLVI. In the Weft-Indics fome unfucceMil 
II- efForts were made by an Enghfli fquadron, cdm- 
manded by Commodore Knowles. He attacked 
La Gueira on the coafl of Carraccas, in the me nth 
of February; but met with fuch a warm reception, 
that he was obliged to defift, and make the bell of 
his way for the Dutch ifland Curacoa, wherd he 
repaired the damage be bad fuflained. His Jhips 
being refitted, he made another attempt upon f orto 
Cavallo in April, which like the former mifearried. 
'I'wclve hundred marines being landed in the neigh- 
boiiihood of that place, wereleized with fuch a, pa- 
nick, that it was found neceflary to rcimbarkihem 
without delay. Then the Commodore abandoned 
tile enterprize, and failed back to his flation af the 
leeward Iflands, without having added much to his 
reputation, either as to condudl or refolution. On 
the continent of America the operations of tlse war 
were very inconftderable. General Oglethorpe having 
received intelligence, that the Spaniards preparp for 
another invafion from St. Auguftine, aflembled a 
body of Indians, as a reinforcement to part of his 
own regiment, with the Highlanders and Kaiigers, 
and in the fpring began his march, in order to anti- 
cipate the enemy. He encamped for fome time in 
the neighbourhood of St. Auguftine, by way of a 
dctiance : but they did not think proper to hazird an 
engagement ; and as he was in no condition jo un- 
<l«rtake a fiegc, he returned to Georgia. In [Odlo- 
ber the Prince Louifa, youngeft daughter of his 
lli'.mnnick Majefty, was married by prox}'^, Jt Ha- 
noi er, to the Prince-Royal of Denmaik, who met 
lur at Altcna, and conduced her to Copenhagen. 
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CHAP. VIII. 

§ I. Deiate in ParJiamentagain^ iheUamveriantroops. 

§ II. Supplies granted. % III. PropSied invafion 
of Great-Britain. % PJ, A' t'rench fquadtonjails 
up the Engliflt channel. § V. Phe kingdom is put in 
a pojlure of defence. ^ VI. The defgv of ihc 
French defeated. JVar between France and England. 
§ VII. Bid againft thqfe who Jhould correfpertd with 
the fans of the Pretender. § VIII. Naval engage- 
ment ojf Toulon. § IX. Advances towards peace 
made by the Emperor. § X. Treaty of Franckfort. 

§ XI. Progrefs of the French King in the Nether- 
lands. § XII. Prince Charles of Lorraine pajfor 
the Rhine. § XIII. The King of Pnffia 7nakes an 
irruption into Bohemia. ^ KPl . Campaign in Ba- 
varia and Flanders. ^ XV. The King of Naples 
joins Count Gages in Italy. ^ XVI. Battle of Coni. 
§ XVII. Return of Commodore Anfon. Sir John 
Balchen pei-fhes at fea. § XVIII. Revolution in 
the Britifh Mttufry. Scfjion of Parliament. § XIX. 
JJtnlh of the Emperor Charles VII, Accommodation 
between the Queen of Hungary and the young Eleffor 
of Bavaria. % XX. The King of Prufjia gains two 
fuccefftve battles at Friedberg and Sohr^ over the 
Aujlrian and Saxon forces. § XXI. Treaty of Dref- 
den. The Grand Duke of Titfcany elected Emperor of 
Germany, § XXII. The Allies are defeated at Fon- 
lenoy, § XXIII. The King of Sardinia is almop 
Jlripped of his duininmis. XXIV. 7'he Engirt 
forces take Cape Breton. ^ XXV, The imporianc? 
of this conqnefl. § XXVI. ProjeSt of an infur- 
reStion in G> eat- Britain. \ XXVII. The eldefi fon 
of the Chevalier Dc St. George lands in Scotland. 
% XXVIII. pojfejion ofEdmbdrgh. § XXIX. 
Defeats Sir ydin Cope at Prejlon-Pam, ^ XXX. 
Efforts of the friinds of government in 'Scotland. 

^ % XXXI. 
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^ XXXI. PrccaH'lons taken hi England. \ XXXII. 
The Prime Pretmdei reduies Carhjle, and penetrates 
as far as Derby. Cotiflenialion of the Londoners. 

XXXIII. The rebels lelreat into Scotland. 
I XXXiy. Lhey invejl the cajlle of Slhlhg. 
^ XXXV. The King's troops under Hawhy are 
•looijted atFalkki. § XXXVI. The Duke of 
Cumberland ajfumes the command of the forces in 
Scotland. ^ XXXVIL Hie tebels wider take dhe 
Jiege of Foit JKilliain. 

ROOK.^ I. ''PIIK (lifcontents of England were artfully 
^ inflamed by anti-miniflcrial writers, wlio 
i/ji. nor only exaggcmti-rl the burthens of the people, 
and dtevv frightful pictures of the dilircfs and mifery 
\7hich, they faid, impended over the nation, but 
aUb employed the arts of calumny and mifreprefen- 
tation, to excite a jealoufy and n.uional quarrel be- 
tween the Englith and Hanoverians. They alfirmcd 
that in the lall campaign the Britifh General had 
been neglected and defpifed ; while the councils of 
foreign otEcers, greatly inferior to him in capacity, 
quality and reputation, had been followed, to the 
prejudice of the common caufe : that the Britifh 
troops fuftained daily iqfults from their own roerce- 
raric'j who were indulged with particular marks of 
royal favour: that the Sovereign himfelf appeared 
at Pettingen in a Hanoverian fcarf; and that his 
electoral troops were of very little lervice in that 
cnpgement. lltough the mott material of thefe 
.nflcrtions were ccitainly falfe, they, made a (Irong 
JinprciEoii on the minds of the people, already irri- 
latvd by the enormous cxpence of a continental war 
inaimained for the interefl of Germany. Whqn the 
P.trl’,ament met in the beginning of December, a 
moticn was made in the Houfe of Peel's, by the Earl 
of Sandwich, fur an addrefs, befceching his Majefty 
to liilcontinne the Hanoverian troops in Britifli pay, 
in order *0 remove the, popular difeontent, and Hop 
5 the 
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the murmurs of the Englifli troops abroad. HecHAP. 
vva'5 lupported by tlie ]3uk.e of Bedford, the Earl 
Chcfleilield, and all the leaders in the oppofition, 
who did not fail to enumerate, and infill upon all the 
circumfiances we have mentioned. They moreover 
obferved, that better troops might be hired at a 
fmaller expence : that it would be a vain and endlefs 
talk to exhauft the national trealure, in enriching a 
hungry and barren eleflorate ; that the popular chf- 
I’atisfadiion agalnft thefe mercenaries was lb general, 
and raifed to luch violence, as nothing but their clif- 
million could appeafe : that if fuch hirelings Ihoiikl 
be thus continued from year to year, they might at 
laft become a burthen entailed upon the nation, and 
be made fubfervient, under fome ambitious Prince, 
to purpofes dedrucRive of Britilh liberty. Thelc 
were the fuggellions of fpleen and anlmodty : for, 
granting the neceffity of a land war, the I-lanove- 
rians were the mod natural allies and auxiliaries 
which Great-Britain could engage and employ. How 
infolent foeverfome few individual Generals of that 
eletSlorate might hate been in their private deport- 
ment, certain it is, their troops behaved with great , 
fobricty, difeipline, and decorum ; and in the day 
of batrie did their duty with as much courage and 
alacrity as any body of men ever difplayed on the 
like occafion. The motion was rejedtecl by the ma- 
jority ; but, when the term for keeping them in the 
Britilh pay was nearly expired, and the edimates for 
their being continued the enfuing year were laid be- 
fore the Houfe, the Earl of Sandwich renewed his 
motion. The Lord Chancellor, as fpeaker of the 
Houfe, interpodng, declared, that by their rules a 
queliion once rejedled could not be revived during 
the fame fclfion. A debate enfueti, and the fecond 
motion was qver-ruled. The Hanoverian troops 
were voted in the Houfe of Commons ; neverthelels, 
the fame nobleman moved in the Upper Houfe that 
the continuing lixteen tboufand Hanoverians in Bri- 
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BOOK lilli pay was prejudicial to his Majefty’s true Inteiefl, 
ufclefs to the common caufe, and dangerous to the 
welfare and tranquillity of the nation. He wa{ fe- 
conded by the Duke of Marlborough, who had re- 
iignecl his commiflion in difguft ; and the projWal 
gave birth to another warm difpute : but vidorj de- 
clared, as ufual, for the miniftry. 

^ II. Tn the Houfe of Commons they fuftaincd 
divers attacks. A motion was made for laying a 
duty of eight {hillings in the pound on all place^ and 
penlions. Mr. Grenville moved for an addreffs, to 
befcech his Majefly, that he would not engage the 
Britidi nation any further in the war on the conti- 
nent, without the concurrence of the States-General 
on certain ftipulatcd proportions of force and ex- 
pence, as in the late war. Thefe propofals begat 
vigorous debates, in which the country party were 
always foiled by dint of fuperior number. Such 
was the credit and influence of the Miniftry in Par- 
liament, that although the national debt wjls in- 
creafed by above fix millions fince the comtnence- 
ment of the war, the commons indulged thetii with 
an enoimous fum for the expence of the enfuing 
year. The grants fpecified in the votes aincunted 
to fix millions and a half *. to this fum were added 
three millions and a half paid to the linking fund 
in perpetual taxes ; fo that this year’s expenc e rofe 
to ten millions. The funds eftablilhed for the annual 
charge were the land and malt taxes : one railUon 
paid by the EalUndia Company for the renewal of 
their charter, twelve hundred thoufand pounds by 
annuities, one million from the finking fund, lix- 
and-thirty thoufand pounds from the coinag;, and 
Ik hundred thoufand pounds by a lottery ; and expe- 
dient which for fomc time had been annus lly re- 
peated ; and which, in a great meafiye, contributed 
to del).mch the morals of the publick, by intro- 
ducing a fpirit of gaming, deftruaive of all indtiftry 
and vattic. ] 
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^ III. The diflenfions of the Biiiifli Parliament CH A P. 
were fucldcnly fulpended by an event that femtd to ^ 
unite both parties in the prolccutiun of the fame 
meafures. This was the intelligence ci jn intended 
invafion. By tlie Parliamcntaiy difputes, the loud 
clamours, and the general didatisfacdion of the people 
in Great-Britain, the French Miniflry were per- 
fuaded that the nation was ripe for a revolt. This 
belief was corroborated by the aflertions of their 
cmiflaries in different parts of Great-Britain and 
Ireland. Thefe were Papifts and Jacobites of flrong 
prejudices and warm inaginations, who faw things 
through the medium of paffion and party, and fpoke 
raliicr from extravagant zeal than from fober con- 
vidion. They gave the Court of Vcrfailles to un- 
derfland, that if the Chevalier de St. George, or his 
eldeft fon, Charles Edward, fhoukl appear at the 
head of a French army in Great-Britain, a revolu- 
tion would inftantly follow in his favour. This inti- 
mation was agreeable to Cardinal cle Tcncin, who, 
lince the death of Fleury, had borne a Biare in the 
adminiftration of France. He was of a violent en- 
terprifmg temper. He had been recommended to 
the purple by the Chevalier de St. George, and was 
feemingly attached to the Stuart family. His am- 
bition was flattered with the profpedl of giving a 
King to Great-Britain ; of performing fuch eminent 
fervice to his benefador, and of refloring to the 
throne of their ancedors a family conneded by the 
ties of blood with all the greateft Princes of Europe. 

The miniftry of France fovefaw, that even if this 
aim fhouldj mifearry, a defeent upon Great-Britain 
would make a confiderable diverfion from the conti- 
nent in favour of France, and embroil and embar- 
rafs his Britannick Majclly, who was the chief fup- 
port of the Hpufe of Auftria, and all its allies. 
Aduared by thefe motives, he concerted meafures 
with the Chevalier de St.* George at Home, who 
being too much advanced in years to engage per- 

fonally 
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BOOK fonally in lutli an expedition, agreed to delegate 
1'- bis pretenfiono and authority to liis fon Charles, a 
youth of promifing talents, fage, fecret, brave, and 
enterimling, amiable in his perfon, grave, and even 
referved in his deportment. He approved hiiufelf 
in the fecpiel compofed and modeiate in luccela, won- 
derfuliy firm in 'adveTfity : and though tenkriy 
nurfed in all the delights of an efteminate coiintry, 
and gentle climate, patient almoft beyond belief of 
cold, hunger, and fatigue. Such was the adventurer 
now deftincd to fill the hope which the F/encb 
miniftry had conceived, from the projedled inva- 
fion of Great- Britain. 

^ IV. Count Saxe was appointed by the French 
King commander of the troops defigned for this ex- 
pedition, winch amounted to fifteen thoufand men. 
They began their march to Picardy, and a great 
number of veflys was atrembled for their embarka- 
tion at Dunkirk, Calais, and Boulogn. It was de- 
tci mined that they fliould be landed in Kent, under 
convoy of a ftrong fquadron equipped at Bref:, and 
commanded by Monlieur de Roquefuille, an officer 
of experience and capacity. The Chevalier de St. 
George is faid to have required the perfonal fervice 
of the Duke of Ormond, who excufed himfelf on 
account of his adranced age : be that as it will. 
Prince Charles departed from Rome about the end 
ofDtccmbcr, in the difguife of a Spanifh tourier, 
attended by one fervant only, and furnifliel with 
paffiports by Cardinal Aquaviva. He travelled 
through I'ufcany to Genoa, from whence he pro- 
ceetlcd to Savona, were he embarked for i^.ntibes, 
and profecuting Iris journey to Paris, was indulged 
With a private audience of the French King : then 
he fet out incognito for the coafl. of Picardy, The 
Britidi Miniliry being apprilcd of his arrival in 
France, at once comprehended the deftination of the 
armaments prepared at Brell: and Boulogn. Mr. 
Thompfon, the iiogUlh retident at Pans, ijeceived 

orders 
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orders to make a rcmonflrance to the French mi- cil Al*. 


nillrv, on the violation of thofe treaties by which 
the Pretender to the crown of Grcat-Britain w'as 


excluded from the territories of France. But he 


was given to underhand, that his Mod Cliriflian 
Majedy would not explain bimfelf on that fubjedt, 
until the King of England fhould have given laiis- 
fac'lion on the repeated complaints which had been 
made to him, touching the infradtions of thofe 
very treaties which had been fo often violated 
by his orders. In the month of January, M. 
de Ivoquefcnille failed from Bred, diredting his 
courfc up the Englidi channel with twenty fliips 
of war. They were immediately difeovered by 
an Englilh cruifer, which ran into Plymouth ; and 
the intelligence was conveyed by land to the 
board of Admiralty. Sir John Norris was forthwith 
ordered to take the command of the fqnadron at 
Spithcad, with vdiich he felled round to the Downs, 
where he was joined by fomc fhips of the line from 
Chatham, and then he found bimfelf at the head of 
a fquaclron condderably dronger than that of the 


enemy. 

^ V. Several regiments marched to the fouthern 
coad of England : all Governors and Commanders 
were ordered to repair iminediatcl v to their refpec- 
tive pofts: the forts at the mouth of the Thames 
and Medway were put in a podure of defence ; and 
.(liredlions were iillicd to aflemblc the Kcntilh mili- 


tia, to defend the coad in cafe of an invalion. On the 
fifteenth day of February, the King fent a mcflage 
to both Houfes of Parliament, intimating the arri- 
val of the Pretender’s fon in France, the prepara- 
tions at Dunkirk, and the appearance of a French 
fleet in the Englifh channel. They joined in an 
addrefs, declarin'^ their indignation and abhorrence 
of the defign formed in favour of a Popidj Preten- 
der ; and afluring his Majefly, that they would, 

n with 
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p. OOKWitli the wariDcft *cal and unanimity, take fuch 
rneafines a-' would enable him to fiuflrate and defeat 
fo defperate and infolent an attempt, Addreffes 
o[ the fame kind were prefented by the city of Lon- 
don, both Univerfities, the principal towns of G^at- 
Biiiain, the (.ilcrgy, the Diflenting Minillirs, the 
Quakers, and almoll all the corporations and com- 
rnunities of the kingdom. A requifition was made 
ol the iix thouland auxiliaries, which the States- 
CenLtal were by treaty obliged fo furnilh on fuch 
occalions ; and tliefe wnc g^'anted with great alacrity 
r-nd cjvjjedition. Tiie Kail of Stair, forgetting his 
wrongs, took ihis ojjportunity of offering his fervices 
to gorcMU’en;, and was reinvefted with the' chief 
r'ui la 1 r r ilie forces in Great-Britain. His ex- 
ample was followed by feveral noblemen of the firft 
rank. The Duke of Montague was permitted to 
fade a regiment of liorfe; and orders were ftnt to 
bring over fix thouland of the Britilh troops from 
Flanders, in cafe the invafion fliould adluaUy take 
place. His Majefiy was in another addrefs from 
Farluiment, exhorted to augment his forces by fca 
and land; the Habeas Corpus a£l was fufpencled for 
li.\ months, and feieral perfons of didindion were 
a; piclienJed on fulpicion of treafonable practices: a 
ji.otlam.ition was illued for putting the laws in exe- 
cution againft I’apills and Nonjurors, whp were 
commanded to retire ten miles from Londop ; and 
every prec'iution was taken which leemed ncceflaiy 
for the prcfrrvatKin of the pulilick tranquillity. ^ 
>N V{. Meanwhile the Frenih Court prbceeded 
vuii tlieii" preparations at Boulogn and Dunkirk, 
umKi the eye of the young Bretender ; anld feven 
thoul.inrj men wtre actually embarked. M. de 
Ihrtjia-t'aiille lailcd up the channel as far as Dunge- 
titl', a promontory on the coafi of, Kent, after hav- 
m" tletachcd M. de Bnrieil, with five fhips, to 
bUun the embarkation at Dunkirk. While the 
Admiral anchored off Dungenels, '| he per- 
ceived, 
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celved, on the twenty- fourth day of I'Vl ru<iry, thet'HAi'* 
Biitifli fleet, under Sir John Norris, djiddi'jp, the 
South-Foreland from tlie Downs; and tiiougli the V;4S. 
wind was agamfl. him, taking* the opportunity of the 
tide to come up and engage the French fquadron. 
Roquefeuille, who little expeded fuch a vifit, could 
not be altogether compofed, confidering the great 
fuperiority of his enemies : but the tide failing, the 
Englifh Admiral was obliged to anchor two leagues 
fliort of the enemy. In this interval, M. de Roque- 
feuille called a council of war, in which it was deter- 
mined to avoid an engagement, weigh anchor at 
fun-fet, and make the heft of their way to the place 
from whence they h.ad fet fail. This refolution was 
favoured by a very hard gale of wind, which began 
to blow from the north-eaft, and carried them 
down the channel with incredible expedition. But 
the fame florm which, in all probability, faved 
their fleet from deflruclion, utterly difconccrted the 
flefign of invading England. A great number of 
their tranfports was driven afliore and deflroyed, 
and the reft were fo damaged that they could not be 
fpeedily repaired. The Englifti were now mafters 
at fea, and their coaft was fo well guarded, that tlie 
enterprize could not be profecuted with any proba- 
bility of fuccefs. The French Generals nominated 
10 ferve in this expedition returned to Pans, and 
the young Pretender refolved to wait a more fa- 
vourable opportunity. In the mean time he re- 
mained in Paris, or that neighbourhood, incognito, 
and almoft totally negledled by the Court of France. 
Finding himfelf in this difagreeable fiiuation, and 
being v'ifired by John Murray of Broughton, who 
magnified the power of his Fi lends in Great-Britain, 
he refolved to make fome bold effort, even without 
the affiflance of 'Louis, in whofe finccrity he had no 
faith, and forthwith took proper mcafures to obtain 
exadl information touching the number, inclinations, 
and influence of his father’s adherents in England 



lid 


HISTORY OF txVGLANH. 


174a. 


All. i7t4. 


.BOOK anil Scotland. The French King no longer prefcWetl 
, , any meatiires with the Couit of London ; the Biitifli 

rtfideni at Paris was given to underlfand, that aj de- 
claration of war tnuft enfue ; and this was a«il|.ially 
pubhlhcd on the twentieth day of March. 

King of Great-Britam was taxed with having 
luadtd the Court of Vienna, from enteitaining 
thoughts of an accommodation ; with having 
fringed the convention of Hanover; with hiving 
CNcuilctl piiacy upon the fubjeds of France! and 
ttifh liAsing blocked up the harbour of Toulon J On 
the tlnrty-tiih day of March, a like denunciation of 
\vai agaiiitl France was publiflicd at Lofldon, amidft 
the ac clamations of the people. 

§ VII. The Commons of England, in order to 
ciince their loyalty, brought in a bill, denouncing 
the penalties of high-treafon, againft thofe who 
fhould maintain correfpondence with the fons of the 
Pretender. In the Upper Iloufe, Loid IlauJ- 
wicke, the Chancellor, moved, that a claufc ihould 
bo inKrtcd, extending the crime of treafon to the 
pclk'nty of the oflendeis, during the lives of the 
Pretender's funs. The motion, which was fup- 
ported by the whole ftrength of the miniflry, pio- 
duced a warm debate, in which the Duke of Bed- 
ford, the Earl of Cliellerfielcl, the Lords Talbot and 
Ilervey argued againft it in the moll pathetic k 
manner as an illiberal expedient, contrary to the 
tiH''tarcs of humanity, the law of nature, the rules 
ot common juftice, and the precepts of rpigion; 
an tsptdient that would involve the innocent with 
the guilty, and tend to the augmentation of jninifte- 
lial power, fur which purpofc it was undclubtedly 
calculated. Notwithftanchng thefe fuggeftipns, the 
tl.uafe wa. c-arried in the allirraative, and the tiill fent 
hack to the Commons, where the amendment was 
Mpoioufty oppofed by Lord Strange, Lord Guernley, 
Isir, . Put, and other members, bv whom the 

original 
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(• ’ hill had been countenanced*: tlic majority, cllAl’. 

\i dt. dared for the amendment, ami the bill 

(>, . ciiueti the Iloyal atlcnr. The feilion of Parliament 174^ 

V, as doled in IViay, when the King told them, that 

the French had made valt preparations on the Tide of 

tlie Netherlands j and that the Slarcs-Ceiicral had 

agreed to furnifii the fuccours flipulaicd hy treaties. 

§ VIIl. By this time an aclion had happened in 
the Mediterranean, between the Briiilh licet com- 
manded by Admiral Matthews, and the combined 
fquadrons of France and Spain, which had been for 
fame time blocked up in the harbour of Toulon- 
On the ninth day of February they were perceived 
ftanding out of the road, to the number of four- 
and-thirty fail: tlie Englifh Admiral immediately 
weighed from Hires bay : and on the eleventh, 
part of the fleets engaged. Matthews attacked the 
Spanifh Admiral, Don Navarro, whofe (hip, the 
Ileal, was a firft rate, mounted with abpve an hun- 
dred guns. Rear Admiral llosvley finglcd out M- 
de Court, who commanded the French fquadron ; 
and a very few Captains followed the example of 
their commanders ; but Vice-Admiral Lcflock, 
with his whole divifion, remained at a great dillancc 
aflern; and feveral Captains, who were immediately 
under the eye of Matthews, behaved in fuch a man- 
ner as refle<£led difgrace upon their country. The 
whole tranfadion w'as conducted without order or 
deliberation. The French and Spaniards would 
hav’e willingly avoided an engagement, as the Bri- 
tifh fquadron was fuperior to them in flrength and 
number. M. de Court, therefore, made the belt 
of his way towards the Straits’ mouth, probably wiiU 
intention to join the Breft fquadron: but he had or- 

* The <i|)pci!>ttian liud sust.uin>d a hcavv blow in tlie death of the 
Duke of Areyk>, a nohleinnn of shiuitu' ijoalillcaiioii. for the ueiiitte 
.Hid the field, whose ohararter would ha^e Imc*ii btill iimie illustrious, 
li.id not some parts of his conduct sulijcclcd hiiii to the Mispiciun of 
sellisbne-s mifl luconstaiicy. He was succeeded in that title by uls bro- 
thel, Arcliiljald Kirl of Ilav. ■' 

ders 
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BOOK tiers to prole<?i: the Spanifh fleet ; and as they failed 
It. heavily, he was obliged to wait for them, at the ha- 
zard of maintaining a battle with the Enghfli. Thus 
circumflanced he made fail and lay to by turns 5 fo 
that the Britifli Admiral could not engage them in 
proper order; and as they outfailed his fliips, he 
began to fear they would efcape him altogether, 
fliould he wait for Vice-Admiral Leftock, who was 
fo far aftern. Under this apprehenfion he made the 
flgnal for engaging, while that for the line of battle 
wa*. Hill (hfplaycd ; and this inconfillency naturally 
introduced conf’ufion. The fight was maintained 
with great vivacity by the few who engaged. The 
Ileal being quite difabled, and lying like a wreck 
upon the w.vter, Mr. Matthews fent a firefhip to 
defiroy her ; but the expedient did not take effedl:. 
The (hip ordered to cover this machine did not obey 
the flgnal ; fo that the Captain of the firefhip was 
expofed to the whole fire of the enemy. Nevorthe" 
lels he continued to advance until he found the 
vtflll linking; and being within a few yards of the 
Real, he fet fire to the fufees. The Ihip was itnme- 
dutcly in flames, in the midft of which he and his 
Lieutenant, with twelve men peiilhed. Thili was 
hkewill the fate of the Spanilh launch, which had 
been manned with fifty lailors, to prevent the fire- 
fiiip Irum running on board the Real. One fiiip of 
ihc line belonging to a Spanilh fquadron flrqck to 
Captain Hawke, who fent a Lieutenant to take pof- 
fcllion of her : Ihc was afterwards retaken by the 
Ftv nth fquadron } but was found fo difabled, that 
thi-y left her defirttfl, and fire was next day burned 
by ordei of Admiial Matthews. At night the adlion 
ttaltd; and the Admiral found his own Ihip fo much 
tianiaged. tint he moved his flag into apother. 
Captain Cornwall lell in the engagehienr, after hav- 
ing exhibited a remarkable pi oof of courage and 
intrcjjidity • but the loL of men was very inconfi- 
derable. Is'ext day the enemy appeared to leeward, 
7 I and 
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and the Admiral gave chafe till night, when heciiAP, 
brought to, that he might be joined by the fhips , 
a-flern. They were perceived again on the thirteenth 
at a conltderable diftance, and purfued till the even- 
ing. In the morning of the fourteenth, twenty fail 
of them were feen <litlin 611 y, and Leftock with his 
divifion had gained ground of them confidcrably by 
noon ; but Admiral Matthews difplayed the fignal 
for leaving off chafe, and bore away for Port-Ma- 
hon, to repair the damage he had fuftained. Mean- 
while the combined fquadrons continued their cotirfe 
towards the coafl of Spain. M. de Court, with his 
divifion, anchored in the road of Alicant ; and Don 
Navarro failed into the harbour of Carthagena. 
Admiral Matthews, on his arrival at Minorca, ac- 
cufed Lefiock of having mifbehaved on the day of 
atflion ; fufpended him from bis office, and fent him 

E rifoner to England, where, in his turn, he accufed 
is accufer. Long before the engagement, thefe 
two officers had expreffed the mofl virulent refent- 
ment againfi. each other. Matthews was brave, 
open, and undifguifed ; but proud, imperious, and 
precipitate. Leftock had fignalized his courage on 
many occafions, and perfedtiy underftood the whole < 
difeipline of the navy ; but he was cool, cunning, 
and vindidlivc. He had been treated fupercilioufly 
by Matthews, and in revenge took advantage of 
his errors and precipitation. To gratify this paffion 
he betrayed the interefl. and glory of his country; 
for it is not to be doubted, but that he might have 
come up in time to engage : and, in that cafe, the 
fleets of France and Spain would in all likelihood 
have been deftroyed : but he entrenched himfelf 
within the pundlilios of difeipline, and faw with 
plcafure his antagonift expofe himfelf to the hazard 
of death, ruin, and difgrace. Matthews himfelf, in 
the fcquel, facriliced his duty to his refentment, in 
reftraining Leftock from purfuing and attacking the 
combined fquadrons on the third day after the en- 
voi,. HI. K ' gagement. 
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BOOK gagemcnt, when ihcy apjieared difableclj and in 
diforder, and would have fallen an eify 
i7iiir l»‘eyi had they been vigoroufly attacked. One can 
liardly, without indignation, refledt upon thefe in- 
ftances, in which a community has fo feverely of- 
fered from the perfonal animofity of individuals. 
I'lie mifcarriage off Toulon became the fubjedl of a 
parliamentary enquiry in England. The Commons, 
in an addrefs to the throne, defired that a court- 
martial might be appointed to try the delinquents. 
By this timi- Lcfiock had accufed Matthews, and 
all the Captains of his divifion who milbehaved on 
the day of battle. The court-martial was conftitu- 
ted, ami proceeded to trial. Several Commanders 
of Blips were caihicred: Vice-Admiral Leftock was 
honourably acquitted; and Admiral Matthews ren- 
dered incapable of ferving for the future in his Ma- 
jelly’s navy. All the world knew that Leftock kept 
aloof, and that Matthews rafhed into the hotteft 
part of the engagement. Yet the former triutnjthcd 
on his trial, and the latter narrowly efcaped the 
ientence of death for cowardice and mifconiluft. 
Such decilions are not to be accounted for, e'liccpt 
from prejudice and faiftion. 

^ IX. The war in Germany, which had been 
almolt extinguiflied in the laft campaign, begin to 
revive, and raged with redoubled violence. The 
Emperor had foUcited the mediation of his Britan- 
nick Majctly, for compromifing the differences be- 
tween him and the Court of Vienna. Prince Wil- 
liam of Ilefle-Oifiel had conferred with the Ki ig of 
England on this fubjeift; and a negociatioii was 
hcHun at Hanau. The Emperor offered to difmifs 
the French auxiliaries, provided the Auflrians Would 
evacuate his hereditary dominions. Nay, I’rince 
William ami liOrd Carteret, as Plenipoienliaries, 
■at tu.dly agreed to preliminaries, by which his [mpe- 
rlal Majelty engaged to renounce the alhaifce of 
Fiatifta, and throw himfelf into the arms of tfe ma- 
y ' Titime 
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rltimc powers ; to refign all pretenfions to the fuc- c ii a p. 
ceflion of the Iloufe of Auftria ; and to revive the 
vote of Bohemia in the elecSloral college, on con-^^f^ 
dition of his being re ellablifhcd in the poOeflion 
of his dominions, recognized as Emperor by the 
Queen of Hungary, and accommodated with a 
monthly fublidy for his maintenance, as his otvn 
territories were exhaufled and impoveriHicd by the 
war. By a feparate article, the King of Great-Bri- 
tain promifed to furnifli him witli three hundred 
thoufand crowns, and to interpofe his good offices 
with the Queen of Hungary, that his eledtoral domi- 
nions fhould be favourably treated. Thefe prelimi- 
naries, though fettled, were not figned. The Court 
of Vienna was unwilling to part with their conquefts 
in Bavaria and the Upper-Palatinate. The Queen 
trufted too much to the valour of her troops, and 
the wealth of her allies, to liften to fuch terms of 
accommodation ; and whatever arguments were ufed 
with the King of Grcat-Britain, certain it is the 
negociation was dropped, on pretence that the arti- 
cles were difapproved by the miniftry of England. 

The Emperor, environed with diflrefs, renewed his 
application to the King of Great-Britain ; and even 
declared that he would refer his caufe to the deter- 
mination of the maritime pow'ers: but all his ad- 
vances were difcountenanced ; and the treaty of 
Worms difpelled all hope of accommodated. In 
this manner did the Britifb miniftry rejedl the faircll 
opportunity that could poffibly occur of terminating 
the war in Germany with honour and advantage, 
and of freeing their country from that infufferable 
burthen of expence under which Ihe groaned. 

§ X. The inflexibility of the Houfe of Auftria, 
and its chief ally, proved ferviccable to the Em- 
peror, The forlorn fituation of this unfortunate 
Prince excited the compaflion of divers Prince^; 
they refented the infolence with which the heiid of 
the empire had been treated by the Court of Vienna-, 

K 2 and 
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HOOK and they were alarmed at the increafing power of a 
^ family noted for pride, tyranny, and ambition, 
d'licfe confidcrations gave rife to the treaty of 
I'ranckfort, concluded in May between the Empe- 
ror, the King of Pruffia, the King of Sweden as 
[.andgrat’c of Hefle-Caflel, and the Eledtor-Pala- 
linc. They engaged to preferve the conftitution of 
the empire, according to the treaty of Weftphalia, 
and to fupport the Emperor in his rank and dig- 
nity. 'I'hey agreed to employ their good offices with 
tlic Queen of Hungary, th.if flie might be induced 
to acknowledge the Emperor, to rellore his here- 
ditary clominioii'j, and give up the archives of the 
''tiijiirc tli.U vvcie in her poUeffion. They guaran- 
tied to caeh otlur their refpedlive territories: the 
difputej about the lucceffion of the late Emperor 
tlicy referred to the clecilion of the States of the em- 
pux ; they promifed to allill one another in cafe of 
being attacked: and they invited the King of Po- 
I'lnd, the Elector of Cologn, and the Bifhop of 
Liege, to accede to this treaty. Such was the con- 
fedtiacy that broke all the meafures which had been 
concerted between the King of Great-Britain and her 
Hungarian Majcfiy, for the operations of the cam- 
I'aign. In the mean time, the French King declared 
war againft .this Princels, on pretence that the was 
obftinaaly deaf to all terms of accommodation, and 
detcrniinccl to carry the war into the territories of 
Prance. In her counter-declaration ffie'‘taxed Louis 
with Inning infringed the mofl folcmn engagement, 
with rclpcct to the pragraatick fandiion ; with having 
ffiiritctl up dilfercnt pretenders, to lay claim to the 
luccetlion of the late Emperor ; with having endea- 
voured to infligaic the common enemy of Chriften- 
tlom againti her ; and with having adted the incen- 
diary h\ the north of Europe, that the Czarina might 
be {ire vented from affilUng the Iloufe of Aullria, 
while lus numerous armies nverfpread the empire 
a:ul dclblatcd licr hereditary countries. Thcfc re- 
criminations 
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criminations were literally true. The Houfes of CHAP. 
Bourbon and Aullria have, for many centuries, been 
the common difturbers and plagues of Europe. 

§ XI. The King of Fiance, though in himfelf 
pacifick and unenterprifing, was flimulated by his 
miniflry to tafte the glory of conqueft in the Nether- 
lands, where he had aflembled an army of one hunr 
dred and twenty thoufand men, provided with a very 
formidable train of artilleiy. Tiie chief command 
was vefted in the Marefchal Count de Saxe, Who 
poflefled great military talents, and proved to be 
one of the mod fortunate Generals of the age in 
which he lived. The allied forces, confiding of 
Englilh, Hanoverians, Dutch, and Auftrians, to 
the number of feventy thoufand efFedlive men, were 
in the month of May aflemblcd in the neighbour- 
hood of Bruflels, from whence they marched towards 
Oudenarde,and potted thenifelves behind the Schelde, 
being unable to retard the progrefs of the enemy. 

Tlie French Monarch, attended by his favourite 
ladies, with all the pomp of eaftern luxury, arrived 
at Lifle on the twelfth day of the fame month ; and 
in the adjacent plain reviewed his army. The States- 
Gencral, alarmed at his preparations, had, in a con- 
ference with his Ambattador at the Hague, exprefled 
their apprehenfions, and entreated his Mott Chrif- 
tian Majefty would defift from his defign of attack- 
ing their barrier. Their remonttrances having pro- 
ved ineffecfual, they now fent a minifter to wait 
upon that Monarch, to enforce their former repre- 
fcntations, and repeat ihcir entreaties : but no regard 
was paid to his requefl. The French King told 
him, he was determined to profecute the war with 
vigour, as his moderation hitherto had ferved to no 
Ollier purpole but that of rendering his enemies more 
intractable. Accordingly, his troops invefted Me- 
nin, which was in feven days furvendcred upon ca- 
pitulation. Ypres, Fort Knocke, and Fumes, un- 
derwent the fame fate; and ^ on the twenty-ninth 
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BO O K day of June the King of France entered Dunkirk m 
If- triumph. 

^ XII, lie had taken fuch precautions for the 
defence of Alfacc, which was guarded by confider- 
able armies under the command of Coigni and Seck- 
endotf, that he thought he had nothing to fear from 
tlio Auftuans in that quarter; befides, he had re- 
ceited fecrct afllirances that the King of PruHia 
would declare for the F.mpcror ; fo that he refolved 
to-puifuc his coiiquellsin the Netherlands. But all 
Jiii mcafurcs were defeated by the adlivity of Prince 
(lliark'S of Loriaine, and his officers, who found 


means t<j paG the Rhine, and oblige the French and 
Bar.iiian Ck’ncrals to retire to Lampertheitn, that 
they might cover Strallmrgh. The Auftrians made 
tlicmlelvcj mailers of Haguenau and Saverne : they 
fecuted the pafles of Lorraine ; and laid all the 
country of Lower Alface under contribution. The 
King of France was no fooner apprifed of the Prince’s 
having palled the Rhine, and penetrated into this 
prosince, than he fent oft' a detachment of thirty 
thoufand men from his army in Flanders to reinforce 
that under the Marefchal de Coigny ; and he him- 
i'elf began his journey fiom the Rhine, that he might 
in perlon check the progrefs of the enemy : but this 
dflign was anticipated by a fevere diftemper that 
overtook him at Mentz in Lorraine. The phyficians 
del|uhed of hU life. The Queen, with her chil- 
dten, and all tlic Princes or the blood, haftened 
horn Verfailles to pay the lafl. duties to their dying 
Sovi.T4-ign, who, as a Irue penitent, difmifled his 
concubines, and began to prepare himfelf for death : 
yet the llrcngth of his conditution triumphed over the 
fever, anri Ins recovery was celebrated all over his do- 
tiiijHomwith uncommon mailcsof joy and afledlion. 

Xm, In the mean time the, fchemes of the 
Aul»ri;in General were frudrated by the King of 
Pmffia, who, in the month of Augud, entered the 
cici-lmatc of Saxony, at the head of a numerous 
" army, 
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army. There he declared, in a publick manlfcfto, c n A r. 
that his aims were only to rc-cftablifli the peace of 
the empire, and to fupport the dignity of its head, 

He aflured the inhabitants that they might depend 
upon his protedlion, in cafe they Qjould remain 
quiet t but threatened them with fire and fworcl 
Inould they prefume to oppofe his arms. In a re- 
feript, addrefied to his minifters at foreign courts, 
he accufed the Queen of Hungary of obflinacy, in 
refufing to acknowledge the Emperor, and reftore 
his hereditary dominions: he faid, he had engaged 
in the league of Franckfort, to hinder the head of 
the empire from being opprefled: that he had no 
intention to violate the peace of Breflau, or enter as 
a principal into this war: he affirmed, that his dc- 
fign was to aft as auxiliary to the Emperor, and efta- 
bliffi the quiet of Germany. He penetrated into 
Bohemia and undertook the fiege of Prague, the 
Governor of which furrendered himfelf and his gar- 
rifon prifoners of war on the fixteenth day of Sep- 
tember. He afterwards reduced Tabor, Bodweis, 
and Teyn, and in a word fubdued the.greateft part 
of the kingdom ; the Auftrian forces in that coun- 
try being in no condition to flop bis progrefs, Nc- 
verthelefs, he was foon obliged to relinquifh his con- 
quefts. Prince Charles of Lorraine was recalled 
from Alface, and repaired the Rhine in the face 
of the French army, commanded by the Marelchals 
de Coigny, Noailles, and Belleifle. Then he march 
ed to the Danube, laid the Upper Palatinate under 
contribution, and entering Bohemia, joined the 
troops under Bathiani at Merotiss. The King of 
Poland, Eleftor of Saxony, at this jundlure, declared 
in favour of her Hungarian Majcfty. A conven- 
tion for the mutual guarantee of their dominions 
had been ligqed between thofe two powers in De- 
cember; and now Prince Charles of Lorraine was 
reinforced by twenty thoufand Saxon troops, under 
the conduft of the Duke of Saxe-WelTenfei^.. The 

combined 
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ROOK combined army was -fiiperior to that of his Ptuffian 
II- Majerty, whom they refolved to engage. But he 
retired before them, and ha\ ing evacuated all the 
places he had garriloned in Bohemia, letreatcd with 
j,recjp)tailon into Silefia. There his troops wcie 
put into winter-quarters; and he hirafelf returned 
to Btrhiij extremely moitilied at the ilfue of the 
campaign. 

^ XiV. Dining tiicfc tranfa^lions, Count Secken- 
liorf luarciied into lJa\ana, at the head of a flrong 
army, diovc the Aultiians out of that cle£lorate, 
and the Kiiipei or regained poflcffion of Munich, his 
capital, on the twcnty-fecond Day of Odlober. In 
Augu(l the Trench aimy palled the Rhine at Fort- 
J outs, and int tiled the ftrong and important city of 
Fribourg, defended byGeneialDemnitz, atthehead 
of nine thouland veterans. The King of France ar- 
il ved in the camp on the eleventh Day of Odlober ; 
and the fiege was carried on with uncommon vigour. 
The Aufirian Governor made incredible efforts in 
the defence of the place, which he maintained until 
it was reduced to a heap of rums, and one half of 
the gatrifun deftroyed. At length, however, they 
were obliged to furrendcr tbcmfelves prifoners of 
war, aftx.r the trenches had been open five-and-forty 
days, during which they had killed above fifteen 
thouland of the befiegers. With this conquell the 
Flench King cloftd the campaign, and his army 
was cantoned along the lihinc, under the infpedlion 
of tl'.c Count de Maillcbois. By the detachments 
draivn fiom the French army in Flanders, Count 
SaKc h.ad found himfclf confidcrably weaker than 
the Conft-dci itcs: he threw up ftrong entrenchments 
behind the Lys, where he remained on the defenlivc, 
until he \\,>> reinforced by the Count de Clermont, 
uhtt tiiiumandcd a Icparatc body on the fide of 
Ntwpojr. 'I'ho Allies, to the number of feventy 
tlioutand, {wHid the Schilde. and advanced towards 
ikkhiif; lut the enemy being to aclvantageoufly 

poflcd. 
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polled, that they could not attack him with any chap. 
profpedl of advantage, they filed on in fight of 
Tournay ; and on the eighth day of Augufl en- 
camped in the plains of Lille, in hope of drawing 
Count Saxe from the fituation in which he was fo 
ftrongly fortified. Here they foraged for feveral 
days, and laid the open country under contribution : 
however, they made no attempt on the place itfelf, 
which in all probability would have fallen into iheir 
hands had they invefted it at their firft approach ; 
for then there was no other garrifon but two or three 
battalions of militia ; but Count Saxe foon threw in 
a confiderable reinforcement. The Allies were un- 
provided with a train of battering cannon ; and their 
commanders would not deviate from the ufual form 
of war. Befides, they were divided in their opi- 
nions, and defpifed one another. General Wade, 
who commanded the Englifh and Hanoverians, was 
a vain, weak man, without confidence, weight, or 
authority; and the Auftrian General, the Duke 
d’Aremberg, was a proud, rapacious glutton, devoid 
of talents and fentiment. After having remained 
for fome time in fight of Lifle, and made a general 
forage without molcftation, they retired to their for- 
mer camp oil the Schelde, from whence they foon 
marched into winter-quarters. Count Saxe at length 
quitted his lines ; and by way of retaliation fent out 
detachments to ravage the Low-countries, to the very 
gates of Ghent and Bruges, The condudl of the 
allied Generals was feverely cenfured in England, and 
ridiculed in France, not only in private converfation 
but alfo on their publick theatres, where it becarme 
the fubjedl of farces and pantomimes. 

^ XV. The campaign in Italy produced divers 
viciffitudes of fortune. The King of Naples having 
aflembled an army joined Count Gages, and pub- 
lifhed a manifefro in vindication of his condudl, 
which was a diredl violation of the neutrality he had 
promifed to obferve. He maintSiined, that hTs mo- 
6 , ’ 
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Bon K tlcration had been unelci valued by the Courts cf 
t , London jnd Vienna; that his fionlicrs v\eie threat- 
ntt nil’ll iiith the calamities of war ; and that the (^neen 
of Hunjjiry made no feerct of her intention to in- 
vade ho dominions. This charge was not without 
foundation. The etniflaries of the Houfe of Auftria 
cndiavoLii'id to excite a rebellion in Naples, which 
PiiiKc Lohlvowitz had orders to favour by an invii- 
lion. This (icncuil was encamped at Monte Ro- 
lundo ill the ntighbourhood of Rome, when, in the 
nionrh of June, the Confederates advanced to Vcl- 
ktri. Whdo llic two ainiies remained in fight of 
cveh oihcr, Piiiue Lobkovvit/s detached a flroiig 
body ofltuccs, under Count Soro and General Go- 
i.ini, vv'ho made an irruption into the province of 
Ahruzzo, and took the city of Aquilla, where they 
dirtiibiited a manifefto, in which the Queen of Hun- 
gaiy exhoited the Neapolitans to fhake off the Spa-, 
nifh yoke, and fubmit again to the Houfe of Auftria. 
This ftep, however, produced little or no effe^ ; 
and the Autlri.ui detachment retired at the approach 
of the Duke of Vieuville, with a fuperior number 
of forces, In Auguft, Count Brown, at the head of 
an Auftrian detachment, furpiifed Velletri in the 
night ; and tlic King of the Two Sicilies, with the 
Duke of Modena, were in the utmoft clanger of being 
taken. They efcaped by a pofiern with great diffi- 
culty, and repaired to the quarters of Count Gages, 
who performed the part of a great General on this 
occatinn. He rallied the fugitives, difpelled the 
p-iaick an<l confufton which had begun to prevail in 
111-. I amp, and made a difpolition for cutting off the 
rctiisu of the Auftrians. Count Brown, finding him- 
felt in daiif^er of being furrounded, thought proper 
to kiiuv his retreat, which he dledlcd with ;^reat 
:ut and gahaiiliy, cairying otF a prodigious bioty. 
'rhii.'thouland Spaniauls are faid to have fall sn in 
till} aihou; and eight hundred men were taken 
uith J.'ine liandards and colours. Count Mariani, 
' a Nea- 
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a Neapolitan General, was among the prlfoncrs. 0 ri at. 
The AuftriAns loll about (ix Imnclrecl men ; and 
neral Novati fell into the hands of the enemy : but jhiT 
the exploit produced no cotifequence of impoitance. 

The heats of Autumn proved fo fatal to the Auf- 
trians, who were not acuhomed to the climate, that 
Prince Lobkowiix faw his army mouldering away, 
without any poflibility of its being recruiied : bciides 
the country was fo drained that he could no longer 
procure fubfiflcnce. Impelled by thefe confidera- 
tions, he meditated a retreat. On the eleventh day 
of November, he decamped from Faiola, marched 
under the walls of Rome, palled the Tiber at Ponte 
Molle, formerly known by the name of Pons Mil- 
vius, which he had juft time to break down behind 
him, when the vanguard of the Spaniards and Nea- 
politans appeared. Part of his rear-guard, how- 
ever, was taken, with Count Soro who commanded 
it, atNocera; and his army fufiered greatly by de- 
fertion. Neverthelefs, he continued his retreat with 
equal llcill and expedition, palled the mountains of 
Gubio, and by the way of Viterbo reached the Bo- 
lognefe. The Pope was altogether paffivc. In the 
beginning of the campaign he had carelled Lob- 
kowitz; ; and now he received the King of the Two 
Sicilies with marks of the warmefl affedlion. That 
Prince having vilited the chief curiolities of Rome, 
returned to Naples, leaving part of his troops under 
the command of Count Gages. 

^ XVI. Fortune likewife favoured his brother 
Don Philip, in Savoy and Piedmont. Pie was, early 
in the feafon, joined at Antibes by the French army, 
under the condudl of the Prince of Conti. In the 
latter end of March, the combined forces palled the 
Var, reduced the caflle of Afpremont, and entered 
the city of Nice, without oppolition. In April, they 
attacked the King of Sardinia, who, with twenty 
thoufand men, was flrongly entrenched among the 
mountains at Villa- Franca. The adlion was obfti- 
. ’ natc 
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BOOKnate and bloody; but their numbers and pefevc- 
ranee prevailed. He was obliged to abandon hii 
pnfij, and embark on board of the Brililh fquadron, 
whieii tranfported him and his troops to Vado. The 
intention ot Don I'lnlip was to penetrate through the 
terntoiies off renoa into the Milanefe; but Admiral 
Matthru', wh.n hovered with aflrong fquadron on 
that caiii, fint a meflage to the Republick, dc- 
(liring, that flionld the combined army be fuffered 
to pall throiK/ji her dominions, the King of Great- 
Hut aiii woi'hl coiifider fuch a flep as a breach of 
tU ir neuttalil)'. 'I'hc Senate, intimidated by this 
miiiriatioii, I’litreated the Piinces to defifl from their 
dtfign and they rcfolved to choofe another route. 
'I’hey defiled tovvaids Piedmont, and aflaulted the 
Ihong poll of Cliateau-Daiiphine, defended by the 
King of Sardinia in jtcrlon. After a defperate at- 
tack, in which they loft four ihoufand men, the place' 
was taken ; the garrifon of Denront furrcndcred at 
tlifcretion, and the whole country of Piedmont was 
bid under contribution. His 8.irdinian Majcfly was 
not in a condition to hazard a battle : and, there- 
fore, pofied himfelf at Saluzzes, in order to cover 
his capital. The combined army advanced to the 
Itrong and important toivn af Coni, which was in- 
vciled in the beginning of September. Baron Leu- 
truui the governor made an obftinate defence, and 
the fitu.ttion of the place was fuch as rendered the 
liege, dillitult, tedious, and Idoody. The King of 
Sardieiii being reinforced by ten thoufancl Auftrians, 
under General Pallavacini, advanced to its relief, 
and a battle enfued. The aftion was maintained 
with great vigour on both tides, till night, when his 
Majeliy finding it impratdicable to force the enemy’s 
cnnenchmcnts, retired in good order to his camp at 
M 'lib. He aftenvarils found means to throw a 
Tt-.iunntni lit .nd fupply of provitions into Coni; 
'*”'1 "tun’ tli.u fell at this period, not only 

rcMn.ic, cut even difpiriied the befiegers. Never- 

thelefsj 
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thelefs, the Princes perfiftcd in ihcir dcfign, notwith- CHAP, 
handing a dearth of provifions, and the approach of 
winter, till the latter end of November, when the 
Chevalier de Soto entered the place with fix hun- 
dred frefh men. This incident was no fooner known, 
than the Princes abandoned their enterprize ; and 
leaving their fick and wounded to the mercy of the 
Piedniontefe, marched back to Demont, Plaving 
difmantled the fortifications of this place, they re- 
treated with great precipitation to Dauphin^, and 
were dreadfully harafled by the Vaudois and light 
troops in the fervice of his Sardinian Majefty, who 
now again faw himfelf in pofleflion of Piedmont. 

The French troops were quartered in Dauphin<:, 
but Don Philip ftill maintained his footing in Savoy, 
the inhabitants of which he fleeced without mercy, 

^ XVII. After the addon at Toulon, nothing of 
conlequence was atchieved by the Britidi Iquadron 
in the Mediterranean ; and indeed the naval power 
-of Greut-Britain was, during the fummer, quite in- 
active. In the month of June, Commodore Anfon 
returned from his voyage of three years and nine 
months, in which he had furrounded the terraqueous 
globe. We have formerly obferved, that he failed 
with a fmall fquadron to the South-Sea, in order to 
annoy the Spanifh fettleraents of Chili and Peru. 

Two of his large fhips having been fcparaled from 
him in a florm b^efore he weatherd Cape-Horn, had 
put in at Rio de Janeiro, on the coaft of BrafiJ, 
from whence they retured to Europe. A frigate 
commanded by Captain Cheap, was fliipwrecked on 
a defolate ifland in the South-Sea. Mr. Anfon 
having undergone a dreadful tempeft, which dif- 
perfed his fleet, arrived at the ifland of Juan Fernan- 
dez, where he was joined by the Glouccfter, a fhip 
of the line, a floop, and a pink loaded with provi- 
fions. Thefe were the remains of his fquadron. 

He made prize of feveral veflils ; took and burned 
the little toAvn of Payta; fet fail from themoafl of 

Mexico, 
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BOOlcMoxicoj for the Philippine Iflcs : and in this paf- 
fL fagc the Glouceiler was abandoned and funk : the 
other vtflt-ls }iad been deftroyed for want of men to 
natigate them, fo that nothing now remained but 
the Commodore’s own fliip, the Centurion, and that 
but very indifiercntly manned ; for the crews had 
been horribly thinned by ficknefs. Incredible were 
the liardfliips and mifery they fuflained from the fliat- 
tered condition of the fliips and the fcorbutick dif- 
order, when they reached the plentiful ifland of Ti- 
nian, where they were lupplied with the neceflary 
refrcllitucnts. I’liencc they profeculed their voyage 
to the river of Canton in China, where the Commo- 
dore (Hflerc'd tlio fliip to be flieathed, and found 
mc.ini to procure a reinforcement of failors. The 
t hi( f ubi< lit of his attention was the rich annual fliip 
that tails between Acapulco in Mexico, and Manilla, 
one of the Philippine lilands. In hopes of inter- 
cepiing her, he fet fail from Canton, and fteeved bis 
courfc back to the firails of Manilla, where fhe ac- 
tually fell into his hands, after a fliort but vigorous 
engagement. The prize was called Neuftia Signora 
de Cabodonga, mounted with forty guns, manned 
witii fix hundred failors, anrl loaded with treafure 
and elfec-ts to the value of three hundred and thir- 
teen thouland pounds ficrling ; with this windfall, he 
returned to Canton ; from whence he proceeded to 
the Cape of Good Hope, and profccuted his voyage 
to I'.ngland, where he arrived in fafeiy. Though 
this fortunate Commander enriched himfelf by an 
occurrancc that may be termed almoft accidental, 
the liiitifli nulion was not indemnified for the ex- 
pence of the expedition; and the original defign was 
enurely defeated. Had the Manilla thip efcaped the 
vigilance of the Knglilh Commodore, he might have 
liecn, at lu-i return to England, laid afide as a fuper- 
annuiteii (’aptain, anti died in ohfeurity : but his 
great wealth invefted him with conliderable influence, 
aiul adflctl lulire to lii, talents. He foon bec.ome 

the 
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the oracle which was confultcd in all naval dclibeva- cn AP, 
tions ; and the King railed liini to the dignity of a 
peerage. In July, Sir John Balchen, an Admiral of 
approved valour and great experience, liiiled from 
Spithead with a flrong fqnadron, in quefl of an op- 
portunity to attack the French fleet at Crcfl, under 
the command of M. de Kochambauk. In the bay 
of Eifcay he was overtaken by a violent Ilorm, that 
difperfed the fliips, and drove them up the Englifli 
channel. Admiral Stewart, witli the greater part of 
them, arrived at Plymouth ; but Sir John Balchen’s 
own ftip, the Viflory, which was counted the moft 
beautiful fir(l-rate in the world, foundered at fea ; 
and this brave commander perifhed, with all his 
officers, volunteer?, and crew', amounting to eleven 
hundred choice featnen. On the fourth day of Oc- 
tober, after the fiege of Fribourg, the Marfhal Duke 
de Belleiflc, and his brother, happened, in their 
way to Berlin, to halt at a village in the foreft of 
Hartz, dependent on the eledorate of Hanover. 

There they were apprehended by the bailiff of the 
place, and conduded as prifoners to Ofierode ; from 
whence they were removed to Stacie on the Elbe, 
where they embarked for England. They refided at 
Windfor till the following year, when they were al- 
lowed the benefit of the cartel which had been efta- 
blifhed between Great-Britain and France at Franck- 
fort, and relcafed accordingly, after they had been 
treated by the Britifh nobility with that refped and 
hofpitality which was due to their rank and merit*. 

§ XVIII. The dilfenfions in the Britifh cabinet 
were now ripened into another revolution in the mi- 
niflry. Lord Carteret, who was by this time Earl 
Granville in confequence of his mother’s death, had 
engrofled the Hoyal favour fo much, that the Duke 

^ Mr. Pope, the celpbr.itcil poet, Jictl in the month of June. In 
OcloW, the old Duchei>'> of Murlboruui'h re'iig.ned her breath, in tlie 
eiglity-liftli year of her age ; iamiensely lieli, and very little /egretted, 
riiher by her own family, or the woiU' in gcnewl. 

* of 
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BOOK of N— — and liis brother are faid to have taken 
If- umbrage at his influence and greatnefs. He had in- 
curred the refentment of thofe who were diftin- 
guiflied by the appellation of Patriots, and entirely 
forfeited his popularity. The two brothers were very 
powerful by their parliamentary intereft: they knew 
their own flrength, and engaged in a political al- 
liance with the leading men in the oppofitipn, againft 
the prime minifler and his meafures. This coalition 
was dignified with the epithet of “ The Broad Bot- 
“ tom," as if it had been eflablifhed on a true con- 
ftitutional foundation, comprehending individuals of 
every clafs, without dillinnion of parly. The ap- 
pellation, however, which they afllimed was after- 
wards converted into a term of derifion. The Earl 
of Gianville perceiving the gathering florm, and 
forefeeing the impoffibility of withftanding fuch an 
oppolition in Parliament, wifely avoided the impend- 
ing danger and difgrace, by a voluntary refignation 
of his employments. The Earl of Harrington fup- 
ceeded him as Secretary of State. The Duke of 
Bedford was appointed firfl; Lord of the Admiralty, 
and the Earl of Chefterfield declared Lord-lieutenant 
of Ireland. The Lords Gower and Cobham were 
re-eflabliflied in the offices they had refigned: Mr. 
Lyttelton was admitted as a Commiffioner of the 
Treafury; even Sir' John Hynde Cotton acceptedf of 
a place at Court ; and Sir John Philips fat at me 
Board of Trade and Plantations, though he foon [re- 
nounced this employment. This was rather a change 
of men than of meafures, and turned out to the iafe 
and advantage of the Sovereign ; for his views vrere 
no longer thwarted by an obflinate oppofltion in Par- 
liament. TIic folfion was opened on the twenty- 
eighth day of November, in the ufual manner. The 
Commons unanimoufly granted about fix millions 
and an half for the fervice of the enfuing year, be 
railed by the land, the malt, and the fait taxes Jthe 
flnkin|i.fund, and an additional duty on wines. In 

January, 
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January the Earl of Cheflerfield fet out for the chap. 
Hague, with the charadler of AmbaiTador Extra- . 
ordinary, to peiduade, if poiRble, the States-General it+JT 
to engage heartily in the war. About the fame time, 
a treaty of quadruple alliance was figned at Warfiiw, * 
by the Queen of Hungary, the King of Poland, and 
the Maritime Powers. This was a mutual guarantee 
of the dominions belonging to the contradting par- 
ties: but his Polifh Majefly was paid for his con- 
currence, with an annual fubfidy of one hundred and 
fifty thoufand pounds, two thirds of which were de- 
frayed by England, and the remainder was difburfed 
by the United Provinces*. 

§ XIX. The bufinefs of the Britifli Parliament .Vn. 1745. 
being difeufied, the feffion was clofcd in the begin- 
ning of May; and, immediately after the prorogation, 
the King fet out for Hanover. The death of the 
Emperor Charles VII. which happened in the month 
of January, had entirely changed the face of alFairs 
in the Empire, and all the Princes of Germany were 
in commotion. The Grand Duke of Tufeany, con- 
fort to her Hungarian Majcfty, was immediately 
declared a candidate for the Imperial Crown 5 while 
his pretenfions were warmly oppofed by the French . 

King and his allies. Thq|l Court of Vienna, taking 
advantage of the late Emperor’s death, fent an army 
to invade Bavaria in the month of March, under 
the condiuSl of General Bathiani, who routed the 
French and Palatine troops at PfifFenhoven ; took 
pofleliion of Rain ; furrounded and difarmed fix 
thoufand Hefiians in the neigbourhood of Ingold- 
fiadt; and drove the Bavarian forces out of the 
electorate. The young EleClor was obliged to aban- 


* Robert Hail of Orfoid, late Priaie Minktcr, died in March, «f- 
* XM bai in',; i'm a veiy short time enjoywl a jiensiou ot lout tliousand 
pniuid't uiauied by flio Ci<nvn, in uonsideration of hi? )nsi services. 
’llWHL.h no luwl iur such a length of time directed tlie application of 
,<lic mdibili treasure, his circumstances -svere not affluent ;4ie was lb 
hcru in ins 'disposition, and had such a numbn of rapacious dcpenilenU 
^ grairty, that little was for bis owil puvate occastent, 
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BOOK dion his eapital, and retire to Augfburgh, -where he 
n. found hitnCeif in danger of loling all his dominions. 

emergency, he yielded to the earneft folici.. 
rations of the Emprefs his mother, enforced by the 
advice of his uncle, the Eledtor of Cologn, and of 
his General, Count SeckendoriF, who exhorted him 
to be reconciled to the Court of Vienna. A oego* 
ciation was immediately begun at Fueflen, where, in 
April, the treaty was concluded. The Queen con- 
fented to recognize the Imperial dignity, as having 
been veded in the perfon of his father ; to acknow- 
ledge his mother as Emprefs Dowager; to reftore 
his dominions, with all the fortreOcs, artillery, {lores, 
and ammunition which (he had taken : on the other 
hand, lie renounced all claim to. the fucceffion of 
her father, and became guarantee of the pragraatick 
fandtion: he acknowledged the validity of the elec- 
toral vote of Bohemia in the perfon of the Queen j 
und engaged to give hia voice for the Grand Duke, 
at the enfuing eledtion of a King of the Koraana. 
Until that {liould be determined, both parties agreed 
that IngoldAadt fhould be garrifoned by neutral 
troops ; and that Braunau and Schardingen, with all 
the country lying between the Inn and the Saltza, 
fliould rcnuiini in the Queen’s pofleflion, though 
without prejudice to the civil government, or the 
Eledlor’s revenue. In the mean time he difmifled 
the auxiliaries that were in his pay, and they were 
permitted to retire without trmleltation. 

^ XX, The Court of Vienna had now fccured 
the votes of all the Eledlors, except thofe of Bran-* 
denburgh and the Palatinate. Neverthelefs, France 
allcmhled a powerful army in the neighbourhood of 
Franckfort, in order to influence the election. But 
the AiUtrian army, commanded by the Grand Duke 
in perfon, marched thither from the Danube; and 
the I'iince of Conti was obliged to repafs the Rhine 
at Nortllingcn, Then tha Great Duke- repaired to 
rranckfurt, where on the focond day «£ Sioptcjjiber, 



GEORGE ir. 


he was by a majority of voices declared King of the CHAP. 
Romans, and Emperor of Germany. mwlnle 
the King of Pruffia had made great progrefs in the 
conquefl of Silefia. The campaign began in Janua- 
ry, when the Hungarian infurgents were obliged to 
retire into Moravia. In the following month the 
Pfulllan General Lehwald defeated a body of twelve 
thoufand Audrians, commanded by General Helf- 
rich 5 the town of Ratibor was taken by aflault ; and 
the King entered Silefia, in May, at the head of 
feventy thoufand men. Prince Charles of Lorraine, 
being joined by the Duke of Saxe-Weficnfels and 
twenty thoufand Saxons, penetrated into Silefia by the 
defiles of Landfhut; and were attacked by his 
Pruffian Majefiy in the plains of Striegan, near Fried- 
berg. The battle was maintained from morning 
till noon, when the Saxons giving way, Prince Charles 
was obliged to retire with the lofs of twelve thou- 
fand men, and a great number of colours, ftandards, 
and artillery. This vi6lory, obtained on the fourth 
day of June, complete as it was, did not prove deci- 
live ; for, though the vidlor transferred the feat of 
the war into Bohemia, and maintained his army by 
raifing contributions in that country, the Auftrians 
refolved to hazard another, engagement. Their aim 
was to furprize him in his camp at Sohr, which they 
attacked on the thirtieth of September, at day-break, 
but they met with fuch a warm reception, that not- 
withftanding their repeated efforts during the fpace 
of four hours, they were repulfed with confiderable 
damage, and retreated to Jaromire, leaving five thou- 
fand killed upon the fpot, befides two thoufand that 
were taken, with many ftandards, and twenty pieces 
of cannon. The lofs of this battle was in a great 
meafure owing to the avarice of the irregtdars, who 
having penetrated into the Pruftian camp, began to 
pillage with great eagernefs, giving the King an op- 
portunity to rally his difordcred troops, aud^reftore 
the battle: neverthelefs, they retired with the plun- 
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BOOK clcr of his baggie, including his military cheft, the 

^ office ra of his chancery, his own fecretary, aipd all 

*^hc papcis of his cabinet. 

§ XXL After this a£lion, his Pruflian R^ajefty 
returned to Berlin, and breathed nothing but^ peace 
and moderation. In Auguft he had figned a con- 
vention with the King of Great-Britain, who bjecame 
guarantee of his poflefEons in Silefia, as yieltied by 
*he treaty of Brellau ; and he promifed to vbte for 
the (hand Duke of Tufeany at the election i of an 
1‘lmperor. This was intended as the bafis of k more 
gcJieutl accommodation. But he now pretended to 
have received undoubted intelligence, that the King 
of Poland and the Queen of Hungary had agt-ecd to 
invade Biandenburgh with three different 4tmics ; 
and that, for this purpofe, his Polifh Majefty fiad de- 
manded of the Czarina the fuccours flipulated by 
treaty between the two Crowns. Alarmed, oj feem- 
ingly alarmed, at this infoimation, he follic^ted the 
^riiime Powets to fulfil their cngagemen|.s, and 
intcrpoie their good’oflkes with the Court of^Peterf- 
burgh. Yet, far from waiting for the refult of thefe 
‘ remunllranccs, he naadc a hidden irruption into Lu- 
falia, took pcllelfion of GorJitz, and obligee! Prince 
Charles of Lorraine to Jctirc before him ifito Bo- 
hemia. Then he entered Leipfick, and laid Saxony 
under contiibution. The King of Poland, unable 
to rcfifl the torrent, quitted his capital, aid took 
refuge in Pr.iguc. His troops, reinforced b)i! a body 
of Auftriaiis, were defeated at Pirna on the pfteentu 
day of December; and his Pruflian. Majefty |became 
inafter of Drcllleii without further oppoiitioi. The 
King of ri>l.tnd, thus deprived of his h|reditary 
dominion!, was fain to acquiefee in fuch ^erms as 
the cnnq'ieror thought proper to impofe* and the 
tK'riy of Drcftkn was concluded under thd raedia- 
t. m of his ikjtannick AInjeliy. By this convention 
the Lirg of Piuflia retained all the contributions he 
hadiesied is Saxony s, and was entitled to ssi million 

of 
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of German crowns, to be paid by liis Poliflj Ma- CUAP., 
jefty at the next fair of Lcipfick, He and the 
Elcdlor Palatine confentcd to acknowledge the Grand iTiaT 
Duke as Emperor of Germany ; and this lall con- 
hrmed to his Pruflian Majclty certain privileges 
iie not! evucando, which had been granted by the late 
Emperor, with regard to fome territories polTeHed 
by the King of Pruffia, though not belonging to the 
ele£)orate of Brandenburgh. Imimediatdy alter the 
ratification of this treaty, the Prafilan troops evacu* 
ated Saxony ; and the peace of Germany was re- 
flored. 

§ XXII. Though the French King could not 
prevent tlie elevation of the Grand Duke to the 
im[)erial throne, he refolved to humble the Houfc 
of Auftria, by making a conqueft of the Nether- 
lands. A prodigious army was there aflcmbled, 
under the aufpices of Marefchal Count de Saxe; 
and his Mod Chriftian Majefty, with the Dauphin, 
arriving in the camp, they inrefted the flrong town 
of Tournay on the thirtieth day of April. The 
Dutch garrifon confifted of eight thoufand men, 
commanded by the old Baron Dorth, who made a 
vigorous defence. The Duke of Cumberland af- 
fumed the chief command of the allied army alTem- 
bled at Soignies: he was aflifted with the advice of 
the Count Konigfeg, an Auhrian General, and the 
Prince of Waldeck, commander of the Dutch forces. 

Their army was greatly inferior in number to that 
of the enemy; neverthelefs, they refolved to march 
to the relief of Tournay. They accordingly advanced 
to Leufe ; and on the twenty-eighth day of April 
took poft at Maulbre, in fight of the French army, 
which was encamped on an eminence, from the vil- 
lage of Antoine to a large wood beyond Vezon, 
having Pontenoy in their front. Next day was em-r 
ployed by the Allies in driving the enemy from fame 
outpofts, and clearing the defiles through '’which 
they were obliged to advance to the attack ; while 
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„ SOON the French completed their batteries, and mJdc the 
, , molt formidable preparations for their reception. 

On the thirtieth day of April, the Duke of Cum- 
berland, having made the proper difpofitions, began 
his march to the enemy at two o’clock, in the morn- 
ing : a brilk cannonade enfucrl ; and abot t nine 
both armies were engaged. The Britifh iifantry 
dro^'C the French beyond their lines; but ;he left 
wing failing in the attack on the village of Po itcnoy, 
and the cavalry forbearing to advance on the flanks, 
thty meafured back their ground with -fonu difor- 
der, from the prodigious fire of the French batte- 
ries. They rallied, however, and returning to the 
charge with redoubled ardour, repulfed the enemy 
to their camp with great flaughter; but, being 
wholly unfupported by the other wing, and ixpofed 
both m front and flank to a dreadful fire, wl icn did 
great execution, the Duke W'as obliged to m ike the 
Dccellary difpofitions for a retreat about three o’clock 
in the afieri on 5 and this was efleifted in nlerable 
order. The battle was fought with great olftinacy, 
and the carnage on both fines was very confi derable. 
The Allies loft about twelve thoufand men, ir eluding 
a good number of officers ; among thefe we e Lieu- 
tenant-General Campbell, and Major-Gene al Pon- 
fonby. The viaory coft the French almoll n equal 
number of lives ; and no honour was loft by the 
van^uiflied. Had the Allies given battle on the pre- 
ceding daj', before the enemy had taken th :ir mea- 
fures, and received all their reinforcemen s, they 
might ha\e fucceeded in their endeavours 1 3 relieve 
I ournay. Although the attack was general!’ ’ judged 
ralh and precipitate, the Britifh and Haioverian 
troops fought w'ith fuch intrepidity and perft verance, 
that if they had been pro}3crlyfuftaincd by tile Dutch 
forces, and their flanks covered ^by the cavi ,lry, the 
French, iti all likelihood, would nave beer obliged 
to abandon their enterprisw;. The Duke i if Cum- 
beilanU left his fick and wounded to the 1 vimaniiy 
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of the vii^^ots j and retiring to Aeth, encamped in c II A i'. 
an advantageous fituation at LeiRncs. The garri- 
fon of Tournay, though now deprived of all hope of 
fuccour, maintained the place to the twenty firft 
day of June, when the Govetnor obtained an ho- 
nourable capitulation. After the conquefl. of this 
frontier, which was difmantled, the Duke of Cum- 
berland, apprehending the enemy had a defign upon 
Ghent, fent a detachment of foitt thoufand men to 
reinforce the garrifon of that city t but they fell into 
an ambufeade at Pas-du-m61e ; and were killed or 
taken, except a few dragoons that efcaped to Ollend ; 
on that very night, which was the twelfth of June, 

Ghent was furprifed by a detachment of the French 
army. Then they invefted Ofteiid, which, though 
defended by an Englifh garrifon, and open to the 
ffca, was, after a fliort fiege, furrendered by capitula- 
tion on the fourteenth day of Auguft. Dender- 
monde, Oudenarde, Newport, and Aeth, under- 
went the fame fate ; while the allied army lay en- 
trenched beyond the canal of Antwerp. The French 
King having fubdued the greatell; part of the Au- 
ftrian Netherlands, returned to Paris, which he en- 
tered in triumph. 

^ XXIII. The campaign in Italy was unpropi- 
tious to the Queen of Hungary and the King of Sar- 
dinia. Count Gages pafled the Apennines, and en- 
tered the State of Lucca : from tliehce he proceeded 
by the Eaflern coaft of Genoa to Leflnde-Levante. 

The jundlion of the two armies W'as thus accom- 
plifhed, and reinforced with ten thoufand Genoefe : 
mean while Prince LobkoWita decamped from Mo- 
dena and took poft at Parma : but he was loon fuc- 
Ceeded by Count Schuylemberg, and fent to com- 
mand the Andrians in Bohemia. Ihe Spaniards 
entered the Milanefe without further oppofition. 

Count Gages, With thirty thoufand men, took pof- 
feffion of Sertavalle; and advancing toWfeals Pla- 
centia, obliged the Adftrisins to retire under the 
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ROOK cannon of Tortona: but ivhen Don Philip, at the 
, ^ h..ul tjf forty thoufand troops, made himfelf mafler 

of Acqni, ibe King of Sardinia and the Auftrian 
(Tcncr;'!, unable to flem the torrent, rarcated be- 
hind tlic 'i’anaro. The firong citadel of Tortona 
was taken by the Spaniaids, who like wife reduced 
' Parma and Placentia ; and forcing the padage of the 
Tanaro, compelled his Sardinian Majefty to take 
theller on the other fide of the Po. Tfien Pavia 
wa-t won by fcalade ; and the city of Milan fubmit- 
ted to the Infant, though the Auflrian garrifon ftill 
maintained the citadel ; all Piedmont, on both fidcs 
oi‘ the Po, as far as Turin, was reduced, and even 
that capital threatened with a fiege ; fo that by the 
month of October the territories belonging to the 
lloufe of Auflria, in Ilalj'', were wholly fubdued ; 
and the King of Sardinia flripped of all his domi- 
nions : yet he continued firm and true to his en- 
gagements, and deaf to all propofals of a feparate 
accommodation. 

^ XXIV. The naval tranfadtions of Great-Britain 
were in the courfe of this year remarkably fpirited. 
In the Mediterranean, Admiral Rowley had fuc- 
cceded Matthews in the command ; Savona, Genoa, 
Pinal, St. Remo, with Baflia, the capital of Cor- 
fica, were bombarded: feveral Spanifli fliips were 
taken ; but he could not prevent the fafe arrival of 
thetr rich f-Iavannah fquadron at Corunna. Com- 
modore Barnet, in the Eafi-fndics, made prize of 
fi-^cal Prench fliips, richly laden; and Commodore 
Tt';.'n{liind. in the latitude of Martinico, took about 
t!t;rty nu-ahatit fhips belonging to the enemy, un- 
il,r convoy of four (hips of war, two of which were 
tl.'drojciU The I'ingHlh privateers likew'ife met with 
ur.''otnniion fuccefs. But the mod important 
'uKk-\ement was the conqneft of Louifbourg on 
til , die 01 Cape- Breton, in North- America : a place 
^reat confeciuencc, which the French had fortified 
at a prodigious cxpence. The feheme of reducing 

'-i this 
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this forlrcfswas planned in Bollon, recommended cil'AP.* 
by their j:’,eju-ral aflembly, and approved by his ^ ; 

Majcfty, who fent indruftions to Commodore War- 
ren, flationed off the Leeward Illands, to fail for 
the northern parts of Ameiica, and co-operatc with 
the forces of New-England in this expedition. A 
body of fix thoufand men was formed under the 
condudl of Mr. Peppercl, a trader of Pifcataqiiay^ 
whofe influence was extenfive in that country ; 
though he was a man of little or no educationj and 
utterly unacquainted with military operations. In * » 
April Mr. Warren arrived at Canfo with ten fhips 
of war ; and the troops of New-England being em- 
barked in tranfports, failed immediately for the ifle 
of Cape-Bretoo, where they landed without oppofi- 
tion. The enemy abandoned their Grand Battery, 
which was detached from the town ; and the imme- 
diate feir.ure of it contributed in a good meafnre to 
the fuccefs of the enterprise. While the American 
troops reinforced by eight hundred marines, carried 
on their approaches by land, the fquadron blocked 
up the place by fea in fuch a manner, that no fuc- 
cours could be introduced. A French fhip of the 
line, with feme fmaller veflels deftined for the relief 
of the garrifon, were intercepted and taken by the 
Britllh cruisers ; and, indeed, the redu£lion of 
Louifbourg was chiefly owing to the vigilance and 
adlivity of Mr. Warren, one of the braveft and befi 
officers in the fervicc of England, The operations 
of the fiege were wholly conduced by the engineers 
and officers who commaniled the Britifli marines ; 
and the A.mericans, being ignorant of ^war, were con- 
tented to a£l under their directions. The town be- 
ing confiderabiy damaged by the bombs and bullets 
of the befiegers, and the garrifon defpairing of re- 
lief, the Governor capitulated on the feventeenth 
day of June, when the city of Louifbourg, and the 
ifle of Cape Breton, were furrendered to his Britan- 
ijick Majefly., The garrifon apd inhabitants engaged 
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J JL awamtl Great Britain or her allies; and beiigem- 
ly.,. bilked in fourteen cartel fliips, were tranfpi ried to 
Roeheioir. In a few days after the fntreiider of 
Louilbourg, two French Eaft India thips, ai id ano- 
ther fiom Peru, laden with treafure, failed into the 
luibour, on the fuppolition that it ftill belo iged to 
i’rance, anti were taken by the Englifh fquac ron, 

§ XXV. 'I’hc news of this conquefl, being tranf- 
uiittvtl to JCngland, Mr Peppcrel was prefe ted tO 
tiio digniit oi a Baronet of Great-Britain, ai id con- 
givtitUtoryiddiehes wete prefented to the J ing on 
the li .n.i') ol his Majefly’s arms. Thept ffeflioa 
fif C ape- Breton was, doubtlefs, a valuable acqui- 
fnoii to GreauBntain. It not only diftrelled the 
French in their fifliery and navigation, but nmoved 
all fears of encroachment and rivalfhip from the 
Eiighih fifhers on the banks of Newfoundla nd. It 
freed New-EngUnd from the terrors of a daigerous 
neighbour; ovei-awed the Indians of that cxtntry ; 
and fecured the pofleftion of Acadia to the c town of 
Great Britain. The plan of this Conqueft vas ori- 
ginally laid by Mr. .Auchmuty, judge-advocate of 
the court of Admiralty in New-England. He de* 
jnonfrmted, that the redudlion of Cape-Breto a would 
put the Englifh in fade polTeffion of thefilheryof 
North- America, which would annually rtturn to 
Great-Britain two millioos llerhng for the ti atlufac- 
turcs yearly fliipped to the platitations ; employ 
many thoufantl wmilics that were otherwi e unfer- 
■viceablo to the publick; increafe the Ibipi ing and 
mariners ; extend navigation ; cut off all cc mmuni- 
emon between France and Canada by the iver St. 
Eanrence; fo that Quebeck would fall or courfe 
into the hands of the EngUIh, who might < stpel tho 
Frerttht cmirely from America, open a correfpon- 
den, i with the remote Indians, and rend ;r them- 
f< ivc , mailers of the profitable fur-trade, w lich was 
now engrolied by the enemy. The natives of New- 

England 
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England acquired great gloiy from the fuccefs of CHAP, 
this enteqirife. Britain, which had in fome inftanceS y /^^^^-Vi ? 
behaved like a flepmothcr to her own colonics, was 174^ 
now convinced of their importance ; and treated 
thofe as brethren whom flie had too long confidered 
as aliens and rivals. Circunallanced as the nation 
is, the legiflature cannot too tenderly cherifh the 
interefts of the Britifli plantations in America. They 
are inhabited by a brave, hard)', induflrious peo- 
pie, animated with an aflive fpirit of commerce ; 
infpired with a noble zeal for liberty and indepen- 
dence. The trade of Great Britain, clogged with 
heavy taxes and impolitions, has for lome time lan- 
guifhed in many valuable br.mches. The French 
have underfold our clothes, and fpoiled our markets 
in the Levant, Spain is no longer fupplied as ufual 
with the commodities of England ; the exports to 
Germany mull be conliderably diminifhed by the 
mifunderftanding between Great-Britain and the 
Houfe of Auflria; confequenlly, her grcatell re- 
fource mull be in her communication with her own 
colonies, which confume her manufadlures, and 
make immenfe returns in fugar, rum, tobacco, 
fiflj, timber, naval ftores, iron, furs, drugs, rice, 
and indigo. The foulhern plantations likewife pro- 
duce lilk ; and with due encouragement might fur- 
nifh every thing that could be expedled from the 
moll fertile foil and the happieft climate. The con- 
tinent of North-America, if properly cultivated, will 
prove an inexhauftible fund of wealth and flrength to 
Great-Britain ; and perhaps it may become the lail 
afylum of Britifh liberty. When tiie nation is enflaved 
by domeftick dcfpotifm or foreign dominion ; when 
her fubflanCe is wafted, her fpirit broke, and the 
Jaws and conftitution of England are no more ; then 
thofe colonies, fent off by our fathers, may receive 
and entertain their fona as haplefs exiles, and 
ruined refugees. 


§ XXVI. 
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BOOK § XXVI. While the continent of Europe ind the 
^ ifli-i of America were thus expofed to the ravages of 
war, and fubjcdlcd to fuch viciffitudes of Fortune, 
Cireat-Erituin underwent a dansjerous convrlfion in 
her own bowels. The fon of the Chevalier de St. 
(itorge. fired with ambition, and animated \dth the 
li )[K' of afeending the throne of his ancefiors, re- 
lulvtd to moKe an efibrt for that puipole, which, 
tlimt"h it nnght not be crowned with fuccefs, fhoukl 
rr 1 ■'} rdonilh «!l Chrillendora. The jacoaites in 
* ,.i '1 Mif! t',(i he orlatul had promifed, that if he would 
}<>id m IVil.iin :it the bead of a regular army, they 
wt'iiivi lup{ily him with provilions, carriages and 
I'uiiti, anti a great nuniher of them declaicd they 
\\( .il'l take up arms, and join his ftandard ; but 
tliey difapproved of his coming pver without forces, 
as a dangerous enterprise, that would in all proba- 
hihty t-nd in the ruin of himfclf and all his adherents. 
Th'S advice, including an exad detail of his father’s 
inteiell, with the ditpofitions of his particular friends 
in every towm and county, was tranfmitted to Lon- 
don in January, in order to be forwarded to Prince 
Charles : but the perfon with whom it was ! ntrufted 
could find no fare method of conveyance , fo that 
he f.nt it back to Scotland, from whence it was dif- 
p'tv’hed to France, but before it reached Paris, 
Charles had left that kingdom. Had the paper 
touic to his hands in due time, perhaps Ij e would 
not have embarked in the undertaking, rtiaugb he 
was ftitnulatcil to the attempt by many concurring 
moitves. Certain it is, he was cajoled bjr :he fan- 
guine mifreprefentations of a few adventurers, who 
lutped to piofit by the expedition. They aflurtd 
iiim, that the whole nation was difafFedeil to the 
rf;-',mng family: that the people could no longer 
be if the iminenfe looil of taxes, which was daily iii- 
cre.-iiiag; and that the moft confiderahlc pirfons of 
the kingdom would gladly feize the firft opportunity 
trowding to his ilandard. On the other hand. 



GEORGE It 


lie knew the Britifli government bad taken fome c II A P. 
effedlnal fleps to alienate the friends of his lioule 
from the principles they had hitherto profeff;d. 174^ 
Some of them had accepted polls and penfions : 
others were preferred in the army ; and the Parlia- 
ment were fo attached to the reigning family, that 
he had nothing to hope from their deliberations. He 
expedled no material fucconr from the court of 
Prance : he forefaw that delay would diminifli the 
number of his adherents in Great-Britain ; and, 
therefore, refolved to feize the prefent occafion, which 
in many refpcdls was propitious to his delign. With- 
out doubt, had he been properly fupportetl, lie could 
not have found a more favourable opportunity of 
exciting an intefline commotion in Great-Britain : 
for Scotland was quite unfurnilhed with troops ; 

King George was in Germany ; the Duke of Cum- 
berland, at the head of the BritiO:! army, was em- 
ployed in Flanders and great part of the High- 
landers were keen for infurredlion. Their natural 
principles were on this occafion fiimulated by the 
luggeftion of revenge. At the beginning of the 
war a regiment of thofe people had been formed, 
and tran^orted with the reft of the Britilh troops to 
Flanders. Before they were embarked, a number 
of them deferted with their arms, on pretence that 
they had been decoyed into the fervice, by promifes 
and aflurances that they fhould never be fent abroad ; 
and this was really the cafe. They were overtaken 
by a body of horfe, perfuaded to fubmit, brought 
back to London pinioned like malefadlors, and tried 
for defer tion. Three were fhot to death 
and the reft were fent in exile to the plantations. 

Thofe who fuftereil were perfons of fame confequcnce 
in their own country ; and their fate was deeply m- 
fented by the clans to which they belonged. It was 
confidered as a national outrage: and the High- 
landers, who are naturally vindiiftive, waited Impa- 
tiently for an opportunity of Tjngeance, 



HISTORY OF EITGLAND. 


15 ^ '• 

BOOK § XXVII. The young Pretender being furnilhed 
^ j with a fum of money, and a fupply of aims, on his 
private credit, without the knowledge of the French 
court, wrote letters to his hiends in Scotland, ex- 
plaining his defign and lituation, intimating the 
’ place where he intended to land, communicating a 
private fignal, anil affuring them he ihould be with 
them by the middle of June. Thefe precautions 
being taken, he embarked on board of a fmall fri- 
gate at Port St. Nazairc, accompanied by the ’Mar- 
<]uii of 'I'ullibardinc, Sir Thomas Sheridan, Sir 
John Macdonald, with a few other Irifh and Scot- 
tilh ailvcnturcrs ; and fetting fail on the fourteenth 
of July, was joined oft' Bellcifle by the Ellfabeth, a 
French fliip of war, mounted with fixty-fix guns, 
as his convoy*. Their defign was to lail round 
Ireland, and land in the weftern part of Scotland $ 
but falling in with the Lion, an Englifli fliip of the 
line, a very obflinate and bloody a<9:ian enfued. The 
Ellfabeth was fo difabled that flie could not profe- 
cute the voyage, and with difficulty reached the har- 
bour of Breft ; but the Lion was fbattered to fuch a 
degree, that flie floated like a wreck upon the wa- 
ter. The difafter of the Ellfabeth was a great mif- 
fortune to the Adventurer, as by her being difabled 
he loft a great quantity of arms, and about one hun- 
dred able officers, who were embarked on board of 
her for the benefit of his expedition. Had this'fhip 
arrived in Scotland, flie could eafily have reduced 
Fort William, fmiated in the midft of the clans at- 
tached to the Stuart femily. Such a conquefl, by 
giving liiflre to the Prince’s arms, would have allured 
many to his flandard, who were indifterent in point 
of principle *, and encouraged a great number of 
Highlanders to join him, who were reflri£led by tbe 
apjirehenfion, that their wives and families would 

be 

**Hw a Xmg’s *!p, proetitod aa a convoy, by the 

WjHhf an Imh jnoebant at Nantes ^ atidonboam 
•m ttet flftj fciMiUi ynunn ,ji,«nilciuea ynlwikeda# voloutcets. 
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be fubjedl to infults from the Engllfli garrifon of this CHAP, 
fortrefs. Prince Charles, in the frigate, continued his 
wurfe to the weftern ifles of Scotland. After a it^sTT 
voyage of eighteen days he landed on a little ifland 
between Barra and South-Inft, two of the Hebrides : 
then be reimbarked, and in a few days arrived at 
Borodale in Arjifacy, on the confines of Lochnan- 
nach, where he was in a little time joined by a con- 
fiderable number of hardy mountaineers, under their 
refpetSive chiefs or leaders. On the nineteenth day 
of Auguft, the Marquis of Tullibardine credled 
the Pretender’s ftandard at Glenfinnan, Some of 
thofc, however, on whom Charles principally de- 
pended, now flood aloof, either fludluating in their 
principles, aftonifhed at the boldnefs of the under- 
taking, or flartied at the remonftrances of their 
fiiends, who did not fail to reprefent, in aggravated 
colours, all the danger of embarking in fuch a def- 
perate enterprize. Had the government acted with, 
proper vigour when they received intelligence of his 
arrival, the Adventurer muft have been cruflied in 
embrio, before any confiderable nvimber of his ad- 
herents could have been brought together t but the 
Lords of the Regency feemed to flight the informa- 
tion, and even to fufpccl the integrity of thofe by 
whom it was conveyed. They were foon convinced 
of their miflake. Prince Charles having aflembled 
about twelve hundred men, encamped in the neigh- 
bourhood of Fort-William ; and immediately hofti- 
lities were commenced. A handful of Keppoch’s 
clan, conarnanded by Major Ponald Mac Jiouald, 
even before they joined the I’retender, attacked two 
companies of new raifed foldiera, who, with their 
officer, were difarmed after an obftinate dilpute: 
another Captain of the King’s forces, falling into 
their hands, was courteoufly dit'miiled with one of 
the Pretender’s manifedos, and a paffport for his 
parfonal fafety. The adminiftration was now effec- 
tually alarmed. Xhc Eords ofi the Regejxcy blued 
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KOOK a proclamation, oflerbg a reward of iliirly thouland 
pounds to any perfon who Ihould apprehend the 
‘ iMncc-Aclventurer. The lame price was fet upon 

the bead of the EletSlor of Hanovej, in a pioclama- 
tlon puhhflied by the Pretender. A courier was 
diipwiiched to Holland, to haflen the return of his 
Majclty, who arrived in England about the latter 
end of Augufl. A requifition was made of the fix 
thou land Dutch auxiliaries ; and feveral Britilhregi- 
uu nis were recalled from the Netherlands. A loyal 
'uldrels was prelentcd to the King by the city of 
Ijontlon ; and the Merchants of this metropolis re- 
lolved to mile two regiments at their own expence. 
Orders were Hfuctl to keep the trained-bands in 
readinefs ; to array the militia of Weftminfler ; and 
intlrudlions to the fame eflciSl were fent to all the 
Lords-Lieutenants of the counties throughout the 
kingdom. The principal noblemen of the nation 
made a tender of their fervices to their Sovereign ; 
and fome of them received commiflions to levy regi- 
ments towards the fuppreffion of the rebellion. Bo- 
dica of volunteers were incorporated in London, and 
many other places ; ailbciations were formed, large 
contributions raifed in different towns, counties, 
and communities; and a great number of eminent 
merchants in London agreed to fupport the publicfc 
credit, by receiving, as ufual, Bank notes in pay- 
ment for the purpofbs of traffick. The Proteflant 
deegy of all denominations exerted themfelvcs with 
extroartUnary ardour, in preaching againft the reli- 
gion of Komc .tnd the Wtender; and the fiicnds 
of the gfjvcrntnent were encouraged, animated, and 
conliinu’d in their principles, by feveral fpiritual 
pnKliK^tmns publiihcfl f >r the occafion. 

XXVIII. In a vionl, the bulk of the nation 
fv.'nwtl un mimttuily bent upon oppofingthc cnier- 
prt/e of the I’lctender, who neverihelefs, had al- 
re.uH ttsado lurpriljng progrcL, His arrival in Scot- 
Und no fooncr vonfirmcil, than Sir John Cope, 

wh« 
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who commanded the troops in that kingdom, chap. 
aflembled what force he could bring together, and . 

advanced againft the rebels. Underflanding, how- 
ever, that they had taken pofieffion of a flrong pafs, 
he changed his route, and proceeded northwards 
as far as Invernefs, leaving the capital and the fouth- 
ern parts of North-Britain wholly expofed to the 
incurfions of the enemy. The Highlanders forth- 
with marched to Perth, where the Chevalier de St. 

George was proclaimed King of Great- Britain, and ‘ 
the publick money feized for his nfe: the fame fteps 
were taken at Dundee and other places. Prince 
Charles was joined by the nobleman who aflumed 
the title of Duke of Perth, the Vifeount Strathal- 
lan, 'Lord Nairn, Lord George Murray, and many 
jerfons of diftindlion, with their followers. The 
Marquis of Tullibardine, who had accompanied 
dm from France, took pofleffion of Athol, as heir 
of blood to the titles and eftates which his younger, 
brother enjoyed in confequcnce of his attainder ; and 
met with fome fuccefs in arming the tenants for the . 
fupport of that caufe which he avowed. The rebel 
army being confiderably augmented, though very 
ill provided with arms, crolfid the Forth in the 
neighbourhood of Stirling, and advanced towards 
Edinburgh, where they were joined by Lord Elcho, 
fon of the Earl of Wemys, and Other perfons of fome 
diftindtion. On the fixteenth day of September 
Charles fummoned the town to furrender. The 
inhabitants were divided by fadlion, and diftradled 
by fear : the place was not in a pofture of defence, 
and the magiftrates would not expofe the people to 
the uncertain iflue of an aflault. Several deputa- 
tions were fent from the town to the Pretender, in 
order to negociate terms of capitulation. In the 
mean time, one of the gates being opened for the 
admilfion of a coach, Cameron of Lochiel, one of 
the moft powerful of the Highland chiefs, rufhedi 
into the place whii a party of his men, and fecured 
YOL. in. . M * It 
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it wiihowt oppofition. Next morning the whole 
rcbvl army entered, and their Prince took poflellion 
r,f the royal palace of Ilolyrood-lioufe in the fuburbs. 
Then he cauled his father to be proclaimed at the 
market-crofh; there alfo the manifefto was read, in 
which the Chevalier de St. George declared his fon 
Charles, Kegent of his dominions, promifed to dif- 
folve the Union, and redrefs the grievances of Scot- 
land. His being in poflellion of the capital encou- 
ragorl his followers, and added reputation to his 
arms; but the treafure belonging to the two banks 
of tiiat kingdom had been previoufly conveyed into 
the calllo, a iirong fortrefs, with a good garrifon, 
tinder the command of General Guefl, an old officer 
of fxneticncc and capacity. 

^ XXIX. During thefe tranfa£lions, Sir John 
Cope marched back from Invernefs to Aberdeen, 
where he embarked with his troops, and on the 
feventeenth day of September landed at Dunbar, 
about twenty miles to the call ward of Edinburgh. 
Here he was joined by two regiments of dragoons, 
which had retired with precipitation from the capital 
at the approach of the Highland army. With this 
r*.inrurveiaent, liis ti'oops amounted to near three 
thoufand men ; and he began his march to Edin- 
burgh, in order to give battle to the enemy. On 
the twentivth day of the month, he encamped in the 
netghbourhoofl of Prefton-pans, having the village 
nf Tranent in his front, and the fea in his rear. 
ICarly next morning be was attacked by the young 
Pretemkr, at the head of about two thoufand four 
imndred ilighlanders half-armed, who charged them 
f.vfud in hand with fuch impetuofity, that in lefs 
til ui ten minutes after the battle began, the King’s 
were Iroken and totally routed. The dra- 
Ikd in the utmolf confufion at the firll onfet; 
file general officers having made fome unfuccefsful 
tobrt» to nlly them, thought proper to confult their 
i/wn lafety by an expeditious retreat towards Cold- 

ftream 
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ilream on the Tweed. All the infantry were either C H A P.' 
killed or taken ; and the colours, artillery, tents, y 
baggage, and military cheft, fell into the hands of 174^ 
the viftor, who returned in triumph to Edinburgh. 

Never was vidlory more complete, or obtained at a 
fmalier expence ; for not above fifty of the rebels loft: 
their lives in the engagement. Five hundred of the 
King’s troops were killed on the field of battle ; and 
among thefe Colonel Gardiner, a gallant officer, who 
difdained to fave his life at the expcnce of his ho- 
nour. When abandoned by his own regiment of 
dragoons, he alighted from his horfe, joined the in- 
fantry, and fought on foot, until he fell covered with 
wounds, in fight of his own threfhold. Prince 
Charles bore his good fortune with moderation. He 
prohibited all rejoicings for the vidtory he had ob- 
obtained : the wounded foldiers were treated with 
humanity ; and the officers were fent into Fife and 
Angus, where they were left at liberty on their pa- 
role, which the greater part of them fhamefully 
broke in the fequel. From this vidory the Pre- 
tender reaped manifold and important advantages. 

His followers were armed, his party encouraged, 
and his enemies intimidated. He was fupplied with 
a train of field-artillery, and a confiderable fum of 
money, and faw hlmfelf poftefled of all Scotland, 
except the fortreffes, the redudlion of which he could 
not pretend to undertake without proper imple- 
ments and engineers. After the battle he was joined 
by a fmall detachment from the Highlands; and 
fome chiefs, who had hitherto been on the referve, 
began to exert their influence in his favour. But 
he was not yet in a condition to take advantage of 
that confternation which his late fuccefs had dif- 
fufed through the kingdom of England, 

^ XXX. Charles continued to refide in the palace 
of Holyrood-houfe*; and took mcafures for cutting 

M 2 „ on 

* "Vrinle he resided at Hduiburgh, some of the Preshytciian Cler^ 
coattaued to preach ia the churches that city, aiul jublicUr 
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BO o K off the communication between the caftle and the 
IL dly. General Giicft declared that he would demo- 
Wli the city, unlefs the blockade fhould be raifed, 
fo as that provifion might be carried into the caflle. 
After having waited the leturn of an exprefs' which 
he bad found means to difpaich to Court, he began 
to put his threats in execution, by firing upon the 
town. Some houfes were beaten down, and feveral 
perfons killed even at the market-crofs. The citi- 
7,ens, alarmed at this difafter, ferit a deputation to 
the Prince, entieating him to raife the blockade ; 
and he complied with their requefl. He levied a 
regiment in Edinburgh and the neighbourhood. He 
impofed taxes s fi.i/,ed the merchandize that was de- 
polited in tlic King’s warehoufes at Leith, and other 
places ; and compelled the city of Glafgow to ac- 
commodate him with a large fiim, to be repaid when 
the peace of tlic kingdom fhould_ be re-cftabliflied. 
The number of bia followers daily increafed : and 
he received confidetable fupplies of mopey, artillery, 
and ammunition, by Angle (hips that arrived from 
France, where his intereft feemed to rife in propor- 
tion to the fuccefs of his arms. The greater and 
richer part of Scotland was averfe to his family and 
jiretenfions : but the people were unarmed and un- 
dilciplined, confequently palSveundcr his dominion. 
JBy this time, however, the Piince-Pretendcr was 
joined by the Earl ofKilmarnock, the Lords Elcho, 
Baimenno, Ogiivie, Pitfligo j and the cldeft fon of 
Lord Lovat had begun to aflicmble his father’s clan, 
in order to reinforce the Victor, whofe army lay 
encamped at Duddingflon, in the neighbourhood of 
Edinburgh. Kilmarnock and Balmerino were men 

hi Kittti Geor^i without sufTeriDg the ledst pani^hment or 
iitAleiiftuoti. tine tiunutecin particuUr, oi the name of Mae Vicai, 
lie.ni ««l riled by vume Highlanders to pray foi their Prince, pto- 
Wiii' d to eernpiy with fliw nicest, and perfarmed Iw's proniive in word- 
to eHi ft ; ” And as for uie young Prince, who is come hither n» 
•* i of ,m eanlUv crown, grant, 0 Lord, tiat he may speedily te- 
** I awe a crown of ilonr.” 
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of broken and defpcrate fortune : Elcho and Ogilvie CHAP, 
were fons to the Earls of Wemys and Airly ; fo that , 
their influence was far from being extenfive, Pitfligo 17437 
was a nobleman of a very amiable charadlcr, as well 
as of great perfonal intereft ; and great dependence 
was placed upon the power and attachment of Lord 
Lovatj who had entered into private engagements 
with the Chevalier de St. George, though he ftill 
wore the malk of loyalty to the government, and 
difavowed the condud of his fon when he declared 
for the Pretender, This old nobleman is the fame 
Simon Frafer whom we have had occafion to men- 
tion as a partifan and emiflary of the Court of St. 
Germain’s, in the year one thoufand feven hundred 
and three. He had renounced his connexions with 
that family ; and, in the rebellion immediately after 
the accemon of King George I. approved himfelf a 
warm friend to the Proteflantfucceffion. Since that 
period he had been induced, by difgull and ambi- 
tion, to change his principles agab, and was, in fe- 
cret, an enthufiaft in Jacobitifm. He had greatly 
augmented his eftate, and obtained a confiderable 
intereft in the Highlands, where, however, he was 
rather dreaded than beloved. He was bold, enter- 
prifing, vain, arbitrary, rapacious, cruel, and de- 
ceitful : but his charafler was chiefly marked by a 
fpecies of low cunning and diflinaulation, which, 
however, overfliot his purpofe, and contributed to 
his own ruin. While Charles refided at Edinburgh, 
the Marquis de Guilles arrived at Montrofe,..as En- 
voy from the French King, with feveral officers, fome 
cannon, and a confiderable quantity of fmall arms for 
the ufe of that Adventurer*. 

^ XXXI. While the young Pretender endea- 
voured to improve the advantages he had gained, 


• He BolUcited, and is saij to have obtained of the Chevalier de Sf. 
George, the patent of a Duke, and a ooinmitsion for bciiSg Lord- 
lieutenant of all the Highlands. 
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BOOK the Miniftry of Great -Britain took every ]|oinble 

^ , ■mcafurj to retard his progrefs. Several pc werful 

Chiefs in the Highlands were attached to t be go- 
vcrntnentj and exerted themfelves in its d :fence. 
The Duke of Argyle began to arm his valTal s ; but 
not before he had obtained the fan(9.ion of the Le- 
gillature. Twelve hundred men were raifed by the 
Earl of Sutherland : the Lord Rae brought a confi- 
derablc number to the field : the Grants and Mon- 
roes appeared under their refpecidive leaders or the 
fcrvico of his Majefly : Sir Alexander Mac donald 
declared lor King George, and the Laird of h [acleod 
lent two thouland hardy iflanders from Sde, to 
(Ircngtlicn the fame intereft. Thefe genilemen, 
though I'uppofed to be otherwife afTeciled, wtre go- 
verned and (lireciled by the advice of Duncan Forbes, 
Prefidentof the College of Juflicc at Edir burgh; 
a man of exrenlive knowledge, agreeable n lanners, 
and unblcraifhed integrity. He procured epmmif- 
fions for raifmg twenty independent com pan es, and 
Ibme of thefe he bellowed upon individuils who 
were either attached by principle, or engjgcd by 
promife, to the Pretender He adled witr inde- 
fatigable zeal for the intereft of the reigning family ; 
and greatly injured an opulent fortune in ll eir fer- 
vice. He confirmed feveral chiefs who b?gan to 
waver in their principles : fome he acilually cc inverted 
by the energy of his arguments, and broug ht over 
to the alfiflancc of the government which tl ey had 
determined to oppofe : others he perfuadec to re- 
njain quite, without taking any fliare in the prefent 
troubles. Certain it is, this genileman, by his in- 
efuftry and addrefs, prevented the infurreflic m of ten 
thouland Highlanders, who would otherw fe have 
joined the pretender ; and, therefore, he ma; ' be faid 
to have been one great caufe of that Adv miurcr’s 
mifcAtriage. The I'krl of Loudon repairec to In- 
vernets, whtre he completed his regiment c f Migh- 
iandtrs ; directed the conduct of the clans who had 

3 taken 
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taken arms in behalf of his Majefly; and, by hiscilAP. 
vigilance, over-awed the difalfe£iecl Cliieliains of that ^ 
country, who had not yet openly engaged in the re- 
bellion. Immediately after the defeat of Cope, fix 
thoufand Dutch troops^ arrived in England, and 
three battalions of guards, with feven regiments of 
infantry, were recalled from Flanders, tor the de- 
fence of the kingdom. They forthwith began their 
march to the North, under the command of General 
Wade, who received orders to afiemble an army, 
which proceeded to Newcalllc. The Parliament 
meeting on the fixteenth day of Odlober, his hlajelly 
gave them to underhand, that an unnatural rebel- 
lion had broke out in Scotland, towards the fup- 
prellion of which he craved their advice and al- 
fiflance. lie found both Iloufes cordial in their 
addrefles, and zealous in their attachment to his 
perfon and government. The commons forthwith 
I'ufpended the Habeas Corpus aifl j and feverai per- 
fons were apprehended on fufpicion of trcafunable 
pradlices. Immediately after the feliion was opened, 
the Duke of Cumberland arrived from the Nether- 
lands, and was followed by another detachment of 
dragoons and infantry. The train bands of Lon- 
don were reviewed by his Majcfly. the county regi- 
ments were completed ; the volunteers, in different, 
parts of the kingdom, employed themfelves induf- 
trioufly in die exercife of arms; and the whole Rng- 
lilh nation feemed to pie «p as one man againfl this 
formidable invader. The government, being appre- 
henfive of a defeent from France, appointed Admiral 
Verndn to command a fquadron in the Downs, to 
obferve the motions of the enemy by fea, efpecully 
in the harbours of Dunkirk, and Boulogne ; and lus 

* Thq" were compnsul of the forces who hsid Leeii in gariiaon ni 
Tournay and Dendermondc when those places were ta'.en, and cn- 
tjagrd By capitulation, that they ahould not pertunn any iiiiliiary 
lunction before the first day of Jamiary in the year 1717; to they 
coold not have acieil lu England without theihfringe>uti>'*iif aso- 
lemu treaty, 

’ cruifert 
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BOOK cruifers took feveral fiiips laden with foldiers, oifi- 
cers, and ammunition, deftined for the feryice of 
the Pretender in Scotland. 

^ XXXII. Thia enterprifing youth, having col- 
■ ledled about five thoufand men, refolved to make an 

irruption into England, which he accordingly entered 
by the Weft Border on the fixth day of November, 
Carhfle was invefted, and in lefs than three days fur- 
remlcrcd ; the keys were delivered to him at Bramp- 
ton, by the Mayor and Aldermen on their knees. 
Here he found a confiderablc quantity of arms; his 
father was proclaimed King of Great-Britain, and 
hiinfclf llegent, by the Magiftrates in their forma- 
lities. General Wade being apprifed of his progrefs, 
decamped from Ncwcallle, and advanced acrofs the 
country as far as Hexham, though the fields were 
covercQ with fnow, and the roads almoft impaflable. 
There he received intelligence that Carlifle was re- 
duced, and forthwith returned to his former ftalion. 
In the mean time, orders were ifliied for aflcmbling 
another artny in Staftbrdfliire, under the command 
of Sir John Ligonier. Prince Charles, notwith- 
ttanding this formidable oppolition, determined to 
proceed. He had received afliirances from France, 
that a confiderablc body of troops would be landed 
on the fouthern coaft of Britain, to make a diverfion 
in his favour ; and he never doubted but that he 
Ihould be joined by all the Englifh malcontents, as 
foon as he coaid penetrate into the heart of the 
kingdom. Leaving a fmall garrifon in the cattle of 
Carlifle, he advanced to Penrith, marching on foot 
in the Highland ^rb, at the head of his forces; 
and continued bis route through Lancafter and Pref- 
tott to M.'inchefter, where, on the twenty-ninth day 
of the month, he eflablilhed his head quarters. 
There he was joined by about two hundred Englifh- 
men, who were formed into a regiment, under the 
comnuind of Colonel Townley, The inhabitants 
icemed to receive him with marks of afiedion, and 

his 
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his arrival was celebrated by illuminationSj and other chap-. 
publick rejoicings. His fuppofed intention was to 
profecute his march by the way of Chefter into ^748. 
WaleSj where he hoped to find a great number of 
adherents ; but all the bridges over the river Merfey 
being broken down, he chofe the route to Stockport, 
and forded the river at the head of his divifion, 
though the water rofe to his middle. He pafled 
through Macclesfield and Congleton ; and on the 
fourth day of December entered the town of Derby, 
in which his array was quartered, and his father pro- 
claimed with great formality. He had now advanced 
within one hundred miles of the capital, which was 
filled with terror and confufion. wade lingered in 
Yorkihire : the Duke of Cumberland had aflumed 
the command of the other army aflembled in the 
neighbourhood of Lichfield. He had marched from 
Stafford to Stone ; fo that the rebels, in turning off 
from Aftiborne to Derby, had gained a march be- 
tween him and London. Had Charles proceeded in 
his career with that expedition which he had hitherto 
ufed, he might have made himfelf mafter of the 
metropolis, where he would have been certainly 
joined bjr a confiderable number of his well-wifhers, 
who waited impatiently for his approach : yet this 
exploit could not have been atchieved without ha- 
zarding an engagement, and running the rifque of 
being enclofed within three armies, each greatly fu- 
perior to his own in number and artillery. Orders 
were given for forming a camp on Finchley-com- 
mon, where the King rcfolved to take the field in 
perfon, accompanied ^by the Earl of Stair, Field- 
marefchal and Commander in Chief of the forces in 
South-Britain. Some Romifh Priells were appre- 
hended ; the militia of London and Middlefex were 
kept in readinefs to march: double watches were 
polled at the city-gates, 'and fignals of alarm ap- 
pointed. The volunteers of the city were incorpo- 
rated into a regiment : the praiSlitioners of the law, 

’ headed 
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BOOK beaded by the Judges, weavers of Spital -Fields, 
^ , and other communities, engaged in aflbciatioiis ; and 

even the managers of the theatres offered tc raife a 
body of their dependents for the fervice of the go- 
vernment. Notwithilanding thefe precautitins and 
, appearances of unanimity, the trading part of the 

city, and thofe concerned in the money corporations, 
were overwhelmed with fear and dejediion. They 
repofed a very little confidence in the courag; or dif- 
ciphne of their militia and volunteers ; they had re- 
ceived intelligence that the French were employed 
in making jrrcpaiations at Dunkirk and Cains for a 
defeent upon England : they dreaded an infiiriedlion 
of the Homan Cadrolicks, and other friends of the 
lloufo of Stiiait ; and they refledled that thu High- 
landers, of v'hom by this time they ‘had ccnceived 
a moft terrible idea, were within four clays march of 
the capital. Alarmed by thefe confideratioiis, they 
prognofticated their own ruin in the appioaching 
revolution : and their countenances exhibited the 


E laineft marks of horror and defpair. On t le other 
and, the Jacobites were elevated to an infclcnce of 
hope, which they were at no pains to conceal ; while 
many people who had no private property to lofe, 
and thought no change would be for the worfe, 
waited the ilfue of this crifis with the moft calm in- 
difference. 

^ XXXIII. This ftate of fufpcnfe was ^f fhort 
duration. The youn^ Pretender found himfelf mi- 
ferably difappointed in his expeflations. He had 
now advanced into the middle of the kingdom, and 
ntct'pt a few that joined him at Manchefter, nor a 
foul appeared in his behalf; one would hive ima- 
gined that all the Jacobites of England had been 
annihilated. The Welfli took no flep to excite an 
Inlurre^Uott in his favour : the French made no at- 
tempt towards an invafion ; his Court was divided 
into Cirtions : the Highland Chiefs began to mur- 
mur, and their clans to be unruly : he faw himfelf 

with 
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Vithu handful of men hemmed in between twq con- CH A p/ 
liderable armies, in the middle of winter, and in a Vlii. 
country difaffeded to hia caufe. He knew he could 
not proceed to the metropolis without hazarding a 
battle, and that a defeat would be attended with the 
inevitable dellrudlion of himfelf and all his adhe- 
rents ; and he had received information that his 
friends and officers had aflembled a body of forces 
in the North, fuperior in number to thofe by whom 
he was attended. He called a council at Derby ; 
and propofed to advance towards London : the pro- 
pofal was fupported by Lord Nairn with great vehe- 
mence ; but, after violent difputes, the majority de- 
termined that they fliould retreat to Scotland with all 
poflible expedition. Accordingly, they abandoned 
Derby on the fixth day of December, early in the 
morning, and meafured back the route by which, 
they had adv'anced. On the ninth their vanguard 
arrived at Mancheffer ; on the nve)fth they entered 
Prefton, and continued their march northwards. 

The Duke of Cumberland, who was encamped at 
Meriden, when firfl apprifed of their retreat, de- 
tached the horfe and dragoons in purfuit of them ; 
while General Wade began his march from Ferry- 
bridge in Lancaftiire, with a view of intercepting 
them in their route: but at Wakefield he under- 
ftood that they had already reached Wigan: he, 
therefore, repaired to his old poll at Newcaflie, af- 
ter having detached General Oglethorpe, with his 
horfe and dragoons, to join thofe who had been fent 
off from the Duke’s army. They purfued with fuch 
alacrity, that they overtook the rear of the rebels, 
with which they fkirmilhed, in Lancafliire. The 
militia of Cumberland and Weflmorelancl were raifed 
and armed by the Duke’s order, to harals them in 
their march. The bridges were broken down, the 
roads damaged, and the beacons lighted to alarm 
the country, Neverthclefs, they retreated regularly 
with their fmall train of anillciy. They were over- 

taken 
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BOOK tiken at the village of Clifton, in the neighbourhood 
11. of Pcnuth, bj* two regiments of dragoons, Thefe 
17 ^ alighted, and lined the hedges, in order to harafs 
part of the enemy’s, rear-guard, commanded by 
Lord John Murray ; who at the head of the Mac- 
phfifous, attacked the dragoons fword in hand, and 
repulkd them u nil fomc lofs. On the nineteenth 
day of the month, the Highland army reached Car- 
lifle, were the majority of the Englifh in the fer- 
vicc of the Pretender were left, at their own defire. 
Charles, having reinforced the garrifon of the place, 
croffed the rivers Eden and Solway into Scotland, 
having thus accomplifhed one of the moil furprizing 
retreats that ever was performed. But the mofl: re- 
markable circumftancc of this expedition, was the 
moderation and regularity with which thofe ferocious 
people conducted themfelves in a country abound- 
ing with plunder. No violence was offered ; no out- 
rage committed ; and thejr were efFedually reftrained 
from the excrcife of rapine. Notwithflanding the 
exceffive cold, the hunger, and fatigue to which 
they mufl. have been, expofed, they left behind no 
fick, andlofl a very few nragglers ; but retired with 
deliberation, and carried off their cannon in the 
face of their enemy. The Duke of Cumberland 
invefted Carlifle with his whole army on the twenty- 
filrft day of December, and on the thirtieth the 
garrifon fuircndered on a fort of capitulation made 
with the Duke of Richmond. The prifoners, amount- 
ing to about four hundred, ivere imprifoned in dif- 
ferent gaols in England, and the Duke returned to 
London. 

^ XS.XIV. The Pretender proceeded by the way 
of DuiufrifS to Glafgow, from which laft city he 
cxsiAcd lev ere contributions, on account of its at- 
tachment to the government, for whofe fervice it 
had raifi.l a regiment of nine hundred men under 
the itmnuml of the Earl of Home. Having con- 
tinued fcvcral days at Glafgow, he advanced towards 

Stilling, 



GEORGE II. 


Stirling, and was joined by fome forces which had CHAP* 
been aflembled in his abfence by Lords Lewis y 
Gordon and John Drummond, brothers to the 174^ 
Dukes of Gordon and Perth. This lafi; nobleman 
had arrived from France in November, with a 
froall reinforcement of French and Irifh, and a 
cominiffion as General of thefe auxiliaries. He 
fixed his head quarters at Perth, where he was re- 
inforced by the Earl of Cromartie, and other clans, 
to the number of two thoufand, and he was ac- 
commodated with a fmall train of artillery. They 
had found means to furprize a floop of war at Mon- 
trofe, with the guns of which they fortified that 
harbour. They had received a coniiderable fum of 
money from Spain. They look pofieffion of Dun- 
dee, Durablaine, DoAvncallle, and laid Fife under 
contribution. The Earl of Loudon remained at 
Invernefs, with about two thoufand Highlanders in 
the fervice of his Majefly. He convoyed provi- 
fions to Fort-Augullus and Fort-William : he fe- 
cured the perfon of Lord Lovat, who flill tempo- 
rifed, and at length this cunning veteran accom- 
plifhed his efcape. The Laird of Macleod, and 
Mr, Monro of Culcairn, being detached from In- 
vernefs towards Aberdeenfhire, were furprized and 
routed by Lord Lewis Gordon at Inverary ; and that 
interell ieemed to preponderate in the north of 
Scotland. Prince Charles being joined by Lord 
John Drummond, invefted the caftle of Stirling, 
in which General Blakcney commanded : but, hi* 
people were fo little ufed to enterprizes of this 
Jtind, that they made very little progrefs in their 
operations, 

. ^ XXXV. By this time, a confiderable body of 
forces was afiembled at Edinburgh, under the con- 
du6ii of General Hawley, who determined to relieve 
fitirling-caflle, and advanced to Linlithgow on the 
thirteenth day of Jariuary : next day his whole army 
rendezvoufed at Falkirk, while the rebels were can- 
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ROOK toned about Bannockburn. On the feveijuteenth 
day of the month, they began their march in two 
columns to attack the King’s forces, and had 
forded the water of Carven, within three irjiiles of 
Hawley’s camp, before he difeovered their intention. 
Such was his obflinacy, fclf-conceit, or contempt of 
the enemy, that he flighted the repeated intelligence 
he liad received of their motions and deflgn, ' firmly 
believing they durft not hazard an engagement. At 
length, perceiving they had occupied the' rifing 
ground to the fouthward of Falkiik, he ordered his 
cavalry to advance, and drive them from the emi- 
nence ; while his infantry formed, and were drawn up 
in order of battle. The Highlanders kept up thtir 
fire, and took aim fo well, that the afliiilanfs were 
broke by the firft volley : they retreated witl^ preci- 
pitation, and fell in arnongft the infantry, whi<jb were 
likewife difeompofed by the wind and rain beating 
with great violence in their faces, wetting the|r pow- 
der, and dillurbing their eye-fight. Some |bf the 
dragoons rallied, and advanced again to the tharge, 
with part of the infantry which had not bfeen en- 
gaged ; then the Pretender marched up at tt|e head 
of his corps de referve, confifting of the regiment 
of Lord John Drummond, and the Irifli piquets. 
Thefe reinforcing the Camerons and the Stuarts in 
the front line, immediately obliged the dragoons to 
give way a lecond time ; and they again di&rdered 
the foot in their retieat. They fet fire to theii'^ camp, 
and abandoned Falkirk with their baggage and train, 
which lall Fad never reached the field of "battle. 
The rebels followed their firfl blow, and gr$at part 
of the royal array, after one irregular Sfeharge, 
turned their backs, and fled in the utmoft donfter- 
uation. In all probability few or none of them 
would have cfcapcd, had not General Huflj^e, and 
Brigadier Cliolmoiulelcy, rallied part of fonie regi- 
mentsir and m.ide a gallant ftand, which fovoured 
the retreat of the reft to Falkirk, from when|pe they 
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retired in confiifion to Edinburgh, leaving the field c Ti AR» 
of battle, with part of their tents and artillery, to ' 

the rebels : but their lofs of men did not exceed 
three hundred, including Sir Robert Monro, Colonel 
Whitney, and fome other officers of diftindtion. If 
was at this period, that the officers who had been 
taken at the battle of Prefton-pans, and conveyed to 
Angus and Fife, finding themfelves unguarded, broke 
their parole, and returned to Edinburgh, on pretence 
of their having been forcibly releafed by the inlnbi- 
tants of thofe parts*. 

§ XXXVI. General Hawley, who had boafted 
that, with two regiments of dragoons, he would drive 
the rebel army from one end of the kingdom to the 
other, incurred abundance of cenlure for the difpofi- 
tion he made, as well as for his condutH before and 
after the adlion : but he found means to indicate 
himfelf to the fatisfa<Slion of his Ibvcreign. Never- 
thelefs, it was judged necellary that the army in Scot- 
land ffiould be commanded by a General in whom 
the foldiers might have fome confidence 5 and the 
Duke of Cumberland was chofen for this purpofe. 

Over and above his being beloved by the army, it 
was fuggefted, that the appearance of a Prince of the 
Blood in Scotland might have a favourable eftedl 
upon the minds of people in that kingdom : he, 
therefore, began to prepare for his northern expedi- 
tion. Mean while, the French minifter at the Hague 
having reprefented to the Statcs-General, that the 
auxiliaries which they had lent into Great-Britain 
were part of the garrifons of Tournay and Dender- 
raonde, and reflridled by the capitulation from bear- 
ing arms againft France for a certain term, the States 
thought proper to recall them, rather than come to 
an open rupture with his Mofl. Chriftian Majelly. In 
the room of thofe troops fix thoufand Heffians were 

* Sif Peter Halket, Captain Lucy Scott, Lieutenants Fargjiliaraon 
and Cumming, with a few other gcntlcaneii, adhered punecually to 
their parole, and their conduct wat approved by huMajeity. 
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ft 0 o K tranfported from Flanders to Leith, where 
*' II. rived in the beginning of February, under l|j 
mand of their Prince, Frederick of Hefle, 
law to his Britannick Majelly. By this 
Duke of Cumberland had put himfelf at th 
the troops in Edinburgh, conlifling of fourtjp 
talions of infantry, two regiments of dragocjr 
tweh'e hundred Highlanders from Argyle{hir(|, 
An. 1746. the command of Colonel Campbell. On thp 
of January, his Royal Highnefs began his 
Linlithgow ; and the enemy who had ren 
fiege of Stirling-caflle, not only abandoned 
terprizc, hut eroded the river Forth with 
tion. Their Prince found great difficulty 
taining his forces, that part of the countitii 
quite exhaufled. He hoped to be reinforced 
Highlands, and to receive fupplies of all k: 
France and Spain: he, therefore, retired by 
towards Invernefs, which the Earl of 3Li0ud(ii 
doned at his approach. The fort was furren 
him alraoft without oppofition, and here he 
head quarters. His next exploit was the 
Fort-Augufius, which he in a little time 
The Duke of Cumberland having fecured 
portant pofts of Sdrling and Penh, with the| 
battalions, advanced with the army to 
where he was joined by the Duke of Gortjli 
Earls of Aberdeen and Pindlater, the Laird 
and other perfons of diftiniSlion. 

^ XXXVlI. While he remained in this ^ 
frelhingbis troops, and preparing magazines 
of the rebels furprized a detachment of 
horfc, and about leventy Argylefliire Highlalpi 
Keith, who were either killed or taken. S 
vanced parties of that militia met with tlie 
in different places. Lord George Murray 
the caftle of Blair, which was defended by Sii|I 
Agnew, until a body of Heffians marched 
lief, anil obliged the rebels to retire. Xhe|] 
f) 
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Fretender ordered all his forces to aflemble, in order CHAP’ 
to begin their march for Aberdeen, to attack the 
Duke of Cumberland ; but, in confequence of a re- ^*7?^ 
monftrance from the clans, who declined leaving 
their frmilies at the mercy of the King’s garrifon in 
Fort- William, he refolved previoufry to reduce that 
fortrefs, the fiege of which was undertaken by Briga- 
dier Stapleton, an engineer in the French fervice ; 
but the place was fo vigoroufly maintained by Cap- 
tain Scot, that in the beginning of April they thought, 
proper to relinquifh the enterprize. The Earl of 
Loudon had retired into Sutherland, and taken poll 
at Dornoch, were bis quarters were beat up by a 
flrong detachment of the rebels, commanded by the 
Duke of Perth ; a major and fixty men were taken 
prifoners ; and the Earl was obliged to take flielter 
in the Me of Skye. Thefe little checks were counter- 
balanced by fome advantages which his Majefty’s 
arms obtained. The floop of war which the rebels 
had furprized at Montrofe was re-taken in Suther- 
land, with a confiderable fumof money, and a great 
quantity of arms on board, which fhe had brought 
from France for the ufe of the Pretender. In the 
lame county, the Earl of Cromartie fell into an am- 
bufeade, and was taken by the militia of Sutherland, 
who likewife defeated a body of the rebels at Gold- 
fpie. This adlion happened on the very day which 
has been rendered famous by the vidlory obtained at 
Culloden. 
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CHAP. IX. 

§ I. The vEbels an iaidlly defeated at CtdhdM. § II; 
The Duke of Cumberland takes •pojfejfon of. \tmernefs, 
and afterwards micamps at Fort-Aumjlus , § III. 

'I he Trtnce- Pretender f capes to France. § IV. 
Cmtvulfion in the mmifiry. § V. Liberal Hy of the 
Commons, \\^l. Trial of the Rebels, Kihiarnockt 
li'ifmermOi Lovat, and Mr. RaleUff, are beheaded 
on TiAwr-htli. % Y\\. 1. he States-Generi I alarmed 
at the pro^rifs of the French in the Ne herlands. 
■§ VJIf. Count Saxe fubdues all Flanders, Brabant, 
and JLiimndt. § IX. Reduces theflrong ^ortrefs of 
Namur, and Jejeafs the allied army at Raucoux. 

X, The French and Spaniards are co npclled to 
alaudm Piedmont and the Milanefe. . § XI. Don 
Philip is nioorjled at Codogno, and aftei wards at 
Pm la Fredda. § XII, T'he Aujirians tak ? pojfejjian 
of Genoa, Count Broton penetrates into Vrovence. 
^ XilL The Genoefe expel the Aujirians . ^ront their 
(Sty. \ XIV. Madras in the Eaji- Indies taken by 
the French. § XV. Expedition to the cot (l of Bre-r 
iagfie, and at tempt upon Pert V Orient. § XVI; 
Jdceoal iratfalSions in the Wef- Indies. L 'onferences 
atJiieda, $ XVIL JiippUes grant’d by the 
Commons of England, % XVIII. Parlii mnt dif~ 
fkhied, XIX. The French and Allie. take the 
f.eld in Flanders. ^ XX. Prince of Orm \ge elected 
Sia.itholdir, Caplain^General, and Admi -al of the 
United Provinces, § XXI, The Carfed vates de^ 
feuied al Lafeidt. § XXII. Siege of J ergen^op,, 
'/.oom. ^ XXIII. The Aujirians underta ’’.e the fege 
of Genoa, uhich, htmever, they abandon, ^ XXIV. 
1 he Chcvulknle Bcllcijlejlain in theattacl of Exilles. 
\ XXV. A French fquadron defeated an i taken by 
th Adinirah .thfon and Jf'arren. § X2 VI. Ad^ 
tla’j'kc of tains another victory over %e French 
*<aj J((t,j t’ XXVII, Ofher naval UinfaSions, 
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§ XXVIIt. Congrefs of Atat-la- Chapelte. ^ XXIX. 
Compliant temper of the nm Parliament. Prelim- 
nanes figned. § XXX. Prepat ations for the cam- 
paign in the Netherlands. \ XXXI. Si^e ofMaef- 
trlcht, Cejfation of arms. % XXXII. TranfaSions 
in the Enfl and Weft-Indies. ^ XXXIII. Coticlu- 
fmi of the Definitive treaty at Jdx-la-Chapellet 

^ I.TN the beginning of April, the Dukd o^ chap- 
Cumberland be^an his march from Aber- ix. 
deen, and on the twelfth pafled the deep and rapid 
river Spey, without oppofition from the rebels, ' 
though a detachment of them appeared on the op- 
pofite fide. Why they did not difpute the paflage 
IS not cafy to be conceived ; but, indeed, from this 
inllance of negled, and their fubfequent condudl, 
we may conclude they were under a total infatua- 
tion, His Royal Highnefs proceeded to Nairn, 
where he received intelligence, that the enemy had 
advanced from Invernefs to Culloden, about the 
diftance of nine miles from the royal army* with 
intention to give him battle. The defign of Chariea 
was to maren in the night from Culloden, and fur- 
prize the Duke’s army at day brfeak J for this pur- 
pofe the Englifh camp had been reconnoitred 5 and 
on the night of the fifteenth the Highland array be- 
gan to march in two columns. Their defign was 
to furround the enemy, and attack them at once on 
all quarters ; but the length of the columns embar- 
ralfedthe march, fo that the army was obliged to 
make many halts; the men had been under arms 
during the whole' preceding night, were faint with 
hunger and fatigue, and many of them overpowered 
with lleep. Some were unable to proceed; others 
dropped off uriperceived in the dwk ; and the march 
was retarded in fuch a manner, that it would have 
been impoffible to reach the Duke’s camp ^fore 
fun-rife. The defign being thus* fruftrated, the 
Prince- Pretender was with' great reludlance prevailed 
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BOOK ^ipon by bis general officers to meafiire back hU 
II. way to CuUoden ; at which place he had no fooner 
arrived, than great numbers of his followers dif- 
perfcd in qucft of provifion ; and many, overcome 
with wearinels and deep, threw themfelves down on 
the heath, and along the park walls. Their repofe, 
however, was foon interrupted in a very difagree- 
able manner. Their Prince receiving intelligence 
that his enemies were in full inarch 'to attack him, 
refolved to hazard an engagement, and ordered his 
troops to be formed for that purpofe. On the fix- 
teenth day of April, the Duke of Cumberland ha- 
ving made the proper difpofitions, decamped from 
Nairn early in the morning, and after a march of 
nine miles perceived the Highlanders drawn up in 
order of battle, to the number of four thoufand 
men, In thirteen divifions, fupplied with fome pieces 
of artillery. The royal army, which was much 
more numerous, the Duke immediately formed into 
three lines, difpofed in excellent order ; and about 
one o’clock in the afternoon the cannonading began. 
The artillery of the rebels was ill ferved, and did 
very little execution ; but that of the King’s troops 
made dreadful havock among the enemy. Impa- 
tient of this fire, their front-line advanced to the 
attack, and about five hundred o£ the clans charged 
the Duke’s left wing with their usual impetuonty. 
One regiment was difordered by the weight of this 
column } but two battalions advancing from the fe- 
cund line, fuflained the firfl, and foon put a flop to 
their career, by a levcre fire, that killed a great num- 
ber. At the fame time, the dragoons under Haw- 
ley, and the Argylcthire militia pulled down a park 
wall that covered their right flivnk, and the cavalry 
ladling in among the rebels fword in hand, com.* 
pleted their confufion. Tnie French piquets on 
their left, covered the retreat of the Highlanders by 
a ciole and regular fire j and then retired to Inver- 
where they furrfndercd thepafclvcs prifoners of 
7 ^ war. 
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war. An entire body of the rebels marched off the chap. 
field in order, with their pipes playing, and the ^ IX. ^ 
Pretender’s flandard difplayed ; the reft were routed 174^ 
with great flaughter ; and their Prince was with re- 
ludiance prevailed upon to retire. In lefs than 
thirty minutes they were totally defeated, and the 
field covered with the flain. The road, as far as 
Invernefs, was ftrewed with dead bodies; and a 
great number of people, who, from motives of cu- 
riofity, had come to fee the battle, were facrificcd 
to the undiftinguiflied vengeance of the vidiors. 

Twelve hundred rebels were flain or wounded on 
the field, and in the purfuit. The Earl of Kilmar- 
nock was taken ; and in a few days Lord Balmerino 
furrendercd to a country gentleman, at whofe houfe 
he prefented himfelf for this purpoie. The glory of 
the vtdlory was fullied by the barbarity of the foldiers. 

They had been provoked by their former difgraces 
to the moft favage thirft of revenge. Not content- 
ed with the blood which w'as fo profiifely flied in the 
heat of adlion, they traverfed the field after the bat- 
tle, and maflacred thofe miferable wretches who lay 
maimed and expiring : nay, forae officers .idled a 
part in this cruel fcene of. aflaffination, the triumph 
of low illiberal minds, uninfpired by fentiment, un- 
tindlured by humanity. The vanquifhed Adven- 
turer rode oft" the field, accompanied by the Duke 
of Perth, Lord Elcho, and a few horfemen ; he 
crofted the water of Nairn, and retired to the houfe 
of a gentleman in Struttharick, where he conferred 
with old Lord Lovat ; then he difnnifted bis follow- 
ers, and wandered about, a wretched and folltary 
fugitive, among the jfles and mountains for the fpace 
of five months, during which he underwent fuch a 
ferics of dangers, hardfliips, and mifery, as no other 
perfon ever out-lived. Thus, in one Ihort hour, all 
his hope vanilhed, and the rebellion was entirely 
extingui filed. One would almoft imagine, the«##n- 
dudlors of this defperate enterprise had confpired 
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BOOK ihcir own dcUn.K'lion, as they certainly neklecled 
every iilcp that might have contributed to their 
Safety or fuccefs. They might have oppoJ'ed the 
Duke of Cumberland at the paflage of the Spey } 
they might, by proper condiuft, have aftcrwrrds at- 
tacked his camp in the night, with a good profpe6l 
of fuccefs. As they were greatly inferior to him in 
number, and weakened with nunger and Fatigue, 
they might have retired to the hills and faftnefles, 
where they would have found plenty of live cattle 
for provifion, recruited their regiments, ar d been 
ioined by a itrong reinforcement, which was i<£lually 
m full march to their affifiance. But they were 
diftraded by diflbnfions and jealoufies ; they obeyed 
the didates of dcfpair, and wilfully devotee, thera- 
lelves to ruin and death. When the news of tlie 
battle arrived in England, the nation was tranfported 
with joy, and extolled the Duke of Cumberland as 
a hero and deliverer. Both Houfes of Pa’Iiament 
congratulated his Majcfty on the aufpicidcs event. 
They decreed, in the moft folemn manner, their 
publick thanks to his Royal Highnefs, whirh were 
tranfmitted to him by the Speakers ; and th e Com- 
mons, by bill, added five-and-twenty taoufand 
pounds per annum to his former revenue. 

& 11, Immediately after the decifive adion at 
Cullodcn, the Duke took poflefHon of Invernefs, 
wbc« Ibc-and-thirty deferters, convided by a court- 
roartial, were ordered to be executed ; titer, he de- 
tached fcvcral parties to ravage the country. One 
of thefe apprehended the Lady Mackintofh, who 
was febt prifoner to Invernefs, They did not plun- 
der her houfe, but drove away her cattle, though 
her hufband was adually in the fervice of govern- 
ment, The caftle of Lord Lovat was ckftroyed. 
Tlie French prifoners were fent to Carlifle und Pen- 
rith *, Kilmarnock, Balraerino, Croraartie, and bis 
the Ltw-d Macleod, were conveyed by fca to 
London } and thofe of an inferior rank were confined 
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in different prifons. The Marquis of Tullibardinc, cii Ap. 
together with a brother of the Earl of Dimmorc, ^ j 
were feized, and tranfported to the Tower of Lon- itioT*' 
don, to which the Earl of Traquire had been com- 
mitted on fufpicion : in a few months after the bat- 
tle of Culloden, Murray, the Pretender’s Secretary, 
was apprehended ; and the eldeft fon of Lord Lovat, 
having furrendered himfelf, was imprifoned in the 
caftle of Edinburgh. In a word, all the gaols of 
Great-Britain, from the captital northwards, were 
filled with thofe unfortunate captives ; and great 
numbers of them were crouded together in the holds 
of fhips, where they periflied in tne moft deplorable 
manner, for want of ncceflaries, air, and exercife. 

Some rebel chiefs efcaped in two French frigates, 
which had arrived on the Coaft of Lochaber about 
the end of April, and engaged three vcflcls belong- 
ing to his Britannick Majcfty which they obliged 
to retire. Others embarked on board of a fliip on 
the coafl. of Buchan ; and were conveyed to Norway, 
from thence they travelled to Sweden. In the 
month of May, the Duke of Cumberland advanced 
with the army into the Highlands, as far as Fort- 
Augufius, where he encamped; andfentoff detach- 
ments on all hands, to hunt down the fugitives, 
and lay wafte the country with fire and fword. The 
caftles of Glcngary and Lochiel were plundered and 
burned : every houfe, hut, or habitation, met with 
the fame fate, without diflin<3ion : all the cattle 
and provifion were carried off : the men were either 
fhot upon the mountains, like wild beafU, or put to 
death in cold blood, without form of trial ; the wo- 
men, after having feen their hulhands and fathers 
murdered, were fubjeded to brutal violation, and 
then turned but naked, with thicr children, to flartc 
on the barren heaths. One whole family was cn- 
clofed in a barn, and confumed to aflres. Thofe 
minifters of vengeance were fo akrt in the et»cu- 
tion of their ofiice, that in a few clays there was 
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BOOK neither houfe, cottage, man, nor beaft, to bi: feen 
in the corapafs of fifty miles: all was ruin, fi ence, 
and defolation. 

^ III. The humane reader cannot refleA upon 
fuch a feene without grief and horror : what then 
mufl. have been the fenfation of the fugitive Prince, 
when he beheld thefe fpedlacles of woe, the difmal 
fruit of his ambition ? He was now furround^d by 
armed troops, that chafed him from hill to dale, 
from rock to cavern, and from fhore to fhore. 
Sometimes he lurked in caves and cottages, without 
attendants, or any other fupport but that whith the 
pooreft psafant could fupply. Sometimes fcje was 
rowed in fifher-boats from ille to ifle, amorjg the 
Hebrides, and often in fight of his pnrfuers.j For 
fome days he appeared in woman’s attire, amj^ even 
palled through ttie midft of his enemies unknown. 
But, underftanding his difguife was difeovered, he 
afiumed the habit of a travelling roountaineef, and 
wandered about among the woods and heaths, with 
a matted beard and fqualid looks, expofed tp hun- . 
ger, thirft, and wcarinefs, and in continual danger 
of being apprehended. He was obliged to tmft bis 
life to the fidelity of above fifty individuals, and 
many of thefe were in the lowcft paths of fprtune. 
They knew that a price of thirty thoufand pounds 
was fet upon his head ; and that, by betrayin ; him, 
they (hould enjoy wealth and affluence: bvk they 
detefled the thought of obtaining riches on filch in- 
famous terms, and miniftered to his neccfiitiea, with 
the utmoil zeal and fidelity, even at the hazard of 
their own deftru^tion. In the courfe of thefe pere- 
grinations, he was more than once’hemmedl in by 
Iris pitrfuers, in fuch a manner as feemed to pre- 
clude all pofRbility of efcaping : yet he wai never 
abandoned by his hope and recollefiion : he ftril 
found fome expedient that faved him from ca )tivity 
ancHieath } and through the whole courfe of I is dil- 
trefiea maintained the otofl. amazing equanimii y and 

I good 
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good humour. At length a privateer of St. Malo, cil\P. 
hired by the young Sheridan and fome other Irifh ix. , 
adherents, arrived in Lochnannach ; and on the 
twentieth day of September, this unfortunate Prince 
embarked in the habit which he wore for difguife. 

His eye was hollow, his vifage wan, and his confti- 
tution greatly impaired by famine and fatigue. He 
was accompanied by Cameron of Lochiel, and his 
brother, with a few other exiles. They fet fail for 
France, and after having pafied unfeen, by means 
of a thick fog, through a Briiifh fejuadron com- 
manded by Admiral Leftock, and been chafed by 
two Englifh fliips of war, arrived in fafety at Kofeau, 
near Morlaix, in Bretagne. Perhaps he would have 
found it ftill more diflicult to efcape, had not the 
vigilance and eagernefs of the government been re- 
laxed, in confequence of a report, that he had al- 
ready fallen among fome perfons that were ftain by a 
volley from one of the Duke’s detachments. 

^ IV. Having thus explained the rife, progrels, 
ana extinction of the rebellion, il will be necellary 
to take a retroipeClive view of the proceedings in 
Parliament. The neceflary fteps being taken for 
quieting the ilitefline commotions of the kingdom, 
the two Houfes began to convert their attention to 
the affairs of the continent. On the fourteenth day 
of January, the King repaired to the Houfe of Peers, 
and in a fpeech from the throne gave his Parliament 
to underftand, that the States-General had made 
preffing inftances for his alfiftance in the prefent 
conjuncture, when they were in fuch danger or being 
opprefled by the power of France in the Nether- 
lands; that he had promifed to co-operate with them 
towards oppofing the further progrefs of their ene- 
mies; and even concerted mcafures for that pur- 
pofe. He declared it was with regret that he afked 
any further aids of his people: he exhorted them 
to watch over the pitbiick credit ; and exprcfl5si*'his 
entire dependence on their zeal and unanimity^ He 

was 
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BOOK was favoured with loyal addreflTes, couched in the 
, warmefi: terms of duty and affediion : but il e fup- 
1/^ j)lies were retarded by new convulfions in thi: mini- 
llry. The Earl of Granville had made an effort to 
rctiicvc bis influence in the cabinet, and hii Sove- 
reign favoured his pretenfions. The two brothers, 
who knew his afpiring genius, and dreaded his fupe- 
lior talents, refufed to admit fueh a colleague into 
the adminillration : they even refolved to lire tigthen 
tlreir |iarty, by introducing frefli auxiliaries into 
the olhee of Slate. Some of thefe were peifonally 
difagrccable to his Majcfty, who accordingly re- 
jedlcd the fuit by which they were recommended. 
The Duke of Newcaftle and his brother, with all 
their aclherent^f, immediately refigned the r em- 
ployments. The Earl of Granville w^as apjrointed 
Secretary of State, and refutned the reins of admi- 
niftration ; but, finding himfelf unequal to the ac- 
cumulated oppofition that preponderated againfl 
him 5 forcfccing that he fhould not be able to fecure 
the (applies in Parliament} and dreading ths con- 
fcquences of that confufion which his reftoration 
had already produced, he, in three days, volunta- 
rily ‘quitted the helm; and his Majeftyacquiefeed in 
the meafures propofed by the oppofite party, The 
fcals were re-delivered to the Duke of Newcaftle 
and the Earl of Harrington: Mr. Pelham, und all 
the reft who bad refigned, were reinftated in their 
r^fpe^Sl^vc employments ; and ofRces were conferred 
on feveral individuals who had never befor ; been 
in thefcrvice of the government. William Pitt, Efq, 
was appointed Vice Treafurer of Ireland, ar d foon 
promoted to the place of Payraafter-General of the 
forces; at the fame time the King declared him a 
Prlvy-Counfellor. This gentleman had hem ori- 
tonally tldtgned for the army, in which he aO-ually 
bore a commiffion ; but fate referred him a more 
itofi^ant ftation. In point of fortune he was barely 
to be eledlcd member of Parliament, 
' he 
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wlien he obtained a feat in the Houfe of Commons, CHAP, 
where he foon outfhone all his compatriots. He ^ , 

difplayed a furprifing extent and precinon of politi- i74g 7 . 
cal knowledge, an jrrefiftlble energy of argument, 
and fuch power of elocution, as ftruck his hearers 
with adonifliment and admiration. It flafhed like 
the lightening of heaven againft the miniflers and 
fons of corruption, blading where it fmote, and 
withering the nerves of oppofiiion : but his more 
fubflantial praife was founded upon his difinterefted 
integrity, his incorruptible heart, his unconquerable 
fpirit of independence, and his invariable attach- 
ment to the intereft and liberty of his country. 

§ V, The quiet of the miniftry hiring re-edablifli- 
ed, the Houfe of Commons provided for forty thou- 
fand feamcn, nearly the fame number of land forces, 
befidcs fifteen regiments raifed by the nobility, on 
accoiun of the rebellion, and about twelve thoufand 
marines* They fettled funds for the maintenance of 
the Dutch and Hefiian troops that were in England, 
as well as for the fubfidy to the Landgrave. They 
granted three hundred thoufand pounds to the King 
of ‘Sardinia ; four hundred thoufand pounds to the 
Queen of Hungary 5 three hundred and ten thou- 
fand pounds to defray the cxpence of eighteen 
thoufand Hanoverians ; about threc-and-thiity thou- 
fand pounds in fubfidies to the Eledlors of Mentz 
and Cologn i and five hundred thoufand pounds in 
a vote of credit and confidence to his Majcfiy. The 
whole charge of the current year amounted to feven 
millions two hundred and fifty thoufand pounds, 
which was raifed by the land and malt-taxes, annui- 
ties on the additional duties impofed on glafs, and 
fpirituous liquors, a lottery, a dedudlion from the 
finking fund, and Exchequer bills, chargeable on 
the firft aids that fhould be granted in the next fef- 
fion of Parliament, 

^ VI. The rebellion being quelled, the le^’^Hturc 
Tcfolved to make examples of thofe who had been 

concerned 
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B 0 0 K concerned in difturbing the peace of their cojpntr)'. 

. In June, an a6t of attainder was paiTed again ft the 
iT^jr principal perfons who had embarked in that de{ lerate 
undertaking; and courts were opened in diffe- 
rent parts of England, for the trial of the pril oners. 
Seventeen perfons who had borne arms in thei rebel 
' army were executed at Kennington-Commqn, in 

the neighbourhood of London, and fuffered with 
great conflancy under the dreadful tortures which 
tlitir fenteiice preferibed: nine were put to Heath, 
in the fame manner, at Carlifte ; fix at Bruniipton, 
fesen at peuritb, eleven at York: of th :fe a 
contidcrable number were gentlemen, and had! adled 
as officers; about fifty had been executed ijs de- 
feitcia in different parts of Scotland: cigb|y-one 
fullered the pains of the law as traitors. A few 
obtained pardons, and a confiderable numben were 
eranfported to the plantations. BiUs of mdimmeot 
for bigh-treafon were found by the county of I Surry 
agatnu the Bails of Kilmarnock and Cromartil:, and 
Lord Baltnerino. Thefe noblemen were tripd by 
their peers in Weflminfter-hall, the Lord Chmcel- 
lor prefiding as Lord High- Steward for the occa- 
fion. The two Earls confefled their crimes, : nd in 
psthetiefc fpeeches recommended thcmfelves .:o his 
Majefiy’s mercy. Lord Balnierino pleaded not 
guilty: be denied his having been at Carliflelit the 
time fpecified in the indictment, but this excep- 
tion was over-ruled: then he moved a point iif law 
m aiTcft of judgment, and was allowed to be heard 
by his counfel. They might have expatiated yn the 
hardihip of being tried by an ex pojl faQo laf, and 
dairned the privilege of trial in the county] where 
the act of treafon was faid to have been committed. 
The fame bardJhip wax impofed upon all the impri- 
foned rebels; they were dragged in captivity to a 
ftrange country, far from their friends and chnnec- 
tion«p.deftitute of means to produce evidence id their 
favour, even if they had been innocent of the ( barge. 

' Bal ncrino 
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Balraerino waved this plea, and fubmitted to the CHAP, 
court, which pronounced fentence of death upon , ^ 

him and his two aflbciates. Cromartie’s life was , 

fpared ; but the other two were beheaded, in the 
month of Auguft, on Tower-hill. Kilmarnock, was 
a nobleman of fine perfonal accomplifhments ; he , 

had been educated in Revolution principles, and 
engaged in the rebellion, partly from the defperate 
lituation of his fortune, and partly from refentment 
to the government, or his being deprived of a pen- 
fion which he had for fome time enjoyed. He was 
convinced of his having adled crinimally, and died 
with marks of penitence and contrition. Balmerino 
had been bred up to arms, andafted upon principle: 
he was gallant, brave, rough, and refolute ; he eyed 
the implements of death with the mod carelefs fa- 
miliarity, and feemed to triumph in his fufferings. 

In. November, Mr. Ratclifte, the titular Earl of 
Derwentwater, who bad been taken in a fhip bound 
to Scotland, was arraigned on a former fentence, 
padedagainft him in the year one thoufand feven 
hundred and fifteen : he refuted to acknowledge the 
authority of the court, and pleaded that he was a 
fubjetSl of France, honoured with a commiffion in 
the fervice of his Molt Chridian Majefty. The 
identity of his perfon being proved, a rule was made 
for his execution ; and on the eighth day of Decem- 
ber he fuftered decapitation, with the mod perfedl 
compofure and ferenity. Lord Lovat, now turned, 
of fourfeore, was impeached by the Commons, and 
tried in Wedminder-hall before the Lord High- 
Steward. John Murray, Secretary to the Prince- 
Pretender, and fome of his own domefticks appear- 
ing againd him, he was convicled of high trealbn, 
and condemned, Notwithdanding his age, infir- 
mities, and the recollection of hts confeience, which 
was fuppofed to be not altogether void of oftence, 
he died like an old Roman, exclaiming, ** dulli et 
decora, ii eft $ro ^attiamorift He furv'eyed the crowd 

with 
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BOOK with a'tcntion, examined the axe, jeftecl ttith the 

^ j executioner, and laid his head upon the blo:k with 
the utmofl inclifierence. From this laft fcenc of his 
life one would have concluded, that he had a]iproved 
himfclf a patriot from his youth, and never ceviated 
from the paths of virtue. 

§ VII. The flame of war on the continent did not 
expire at the cledlion of an emperor, and the re-efla- 
bliflimcnt of pe.ace among the princes of the empire. 
On the contrary, it raged with double viol ;nce in 
confeqiience of thefc events ; for the force tliat was 
before divided being now united in one body, exert- 
ed itfclf with great vigour and rapitlity. The States- 
General were overwhelmed with conftc' nation. 
Notwithflanding the pains they had taken to avoid 
a war, and the condcfccnfion with which they had 
fyotlied and fupplicated the French Monarch in re- 
peated cmbafBcs and memorials, they faw theitnfelves 
dripped of their barrier, and once more in di nger of 
being overwhelmed by that ambitious nation. The 
city of Brhdols had been reduced during the winter 5 
fo that the enemy were in podeffion of all tlie Auf- 
trian Netherlands, except a few fortrefles. 'Great 
part of the forces belonging to the Republi :k were 
reihidled from action by capitulations, to which 
they had fubferibed. The States w'cfe divided in 
their councils between the two fadlionswh ch had 
long fubfifted. They trembled at the profpefii'of fee- 
ing Zealand invaded in the fpring* The Orange 
party loudly called for an augmentation cf ’their 
forces by fea an<i land, that tl}cy might piofecutc 
the. war with vigour. The common people fond 
^ novelty, dav.7^>cd by the fplendor of gieatnefs, 
aa<l fully perfuaded that nothing but a chief w'as 
wanting to their fccuriiy, demanded the Prince of 
Orange rw a Stadtbolder ; and even mingl id me- 
n$ces with their demands. The oppofite faflion 
dreKtied alike the power of a Stadtholder ; the neigh- 
bouthood «f a French army, and the feditioas dif- 
» ' jofition 
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polition of the populace. An ambaflador was fcnt c ii a R 
to London with reprelentations of the imminent IX. 
dangers which threatened the republick, and he was 
ordered to follicit in the moft prefling terms the 
affiftance of Britannick Majefty, that the Allies 
might have a fuperiority in the Netherlands by the 
beginning of the campaign. The King was very 
well difpofed to comply with their requeu ; but the 
rebellion in his kingdom, and the diKenfions in his 
cabinet, had retarded the fupplies, and embarrafled 
him fo much, that he found it impoflible to make 
thofe early preparations that were neceflary to check 
the career of the enemy. 

§ VIII. The King of France, with his general, 
the Count de Saxe, took the field in the latter end 
of April, at the head of one hundred and twenty 
thoufand men, and advanced towards the Allies, tvho, 
to the number of four-and-forty thoufand, were en- 
trenched behind the Denier, under the condudl of 
the Auftrian general Bathiani, who retired before 
them, and took poll in the neighbourhood of Breda, 
the capital of Dutch Brabant. Marefcbal Saxe im- 
mediately invefted Antwerp, which in a few days 
was Ihrrendered. Then be appeared before the 
flrong town of Mons in Hainault, with an irrefifti- 
ble train of artillery, an immenfe quantity of bombs 
and warlike implements. He carried on his ap- 
proaches with fuch unabating impetuofity, that, 
notwithftanding a very vigorous defence, the garri- 
fon was obliged to capitulate on the twenty-feventh 
day of June, in about eight- and-twenty days after 
the place had been invefted. Sieges were not now 
carried on by the tedious method of fapping. The 
French King found it much more cx^ditious and 
effeiStual to bring into the field a prodigious train of 
battering cannon, and enormous mortars, that kept 
up fuch a fire as no garrifon could fuftain, gnd diL 
charged fuch an incefiant hail of bombs and buliSta, 
as in a very little time reduc^ to ruins the place. 
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BOOK with all its fortifications. St. Guiflain andlChar- 

, ^ leroy met with the fate of Mons and Antwei|p j fo 

that by the middle of July the French King Was ab- 
folute mafter of Flanders, Brabant and Hainaiilt. 

§ IX. Prince Charles of Lorraine had by thi^ time, 
afihmed the command of the confederate army at 
Tcihcydc, which being reinforced by the IJeffian 
troops from Scotland, and a frefh body of Auifirians 
under Count Palfi, amounted to eighty-fevenithou- 
fand men, including the Dutch forces comnjanded 
by the Piince of Wajdcck. The generals, fuppo- 
fing the next ftorm would fall upon ^jamur, 
marched towards that place, and took poft in an 
advantageous fituation on the eighteenth clay of 
July, in light of the French army, which lyas en- 
camped at Gcmblours. Here they remainid till 
tlie eighth day of Auguft, when a detachment' of the 
enemy, commanded by Count Lowendahl,) took 
pofleffion of Huy, where he found a large tnahazine 
belonging to the Confederates ; and their comtnuni- 
esrirm with Maeilricht was cut off) Marefchal Saxe, 
on the other fide, took his meafures fo welL that 
they were utterly deprived of all fubliftence. Then 
Prince Charles, retiring acrofs the Maefe, 'aban- 
doned Namur to the efforts of the enemy, by || whom 
u wa«i immediately invefted. The trenche^ were 
opened on the fccond day of September ; abd the 
garrifim, confilting of feven thouland Auftrians, de- 
icnded themfelves with equal Ikill and refo|ution i 
but the cannonading and bombardment wpre fo 
tetrihle, that in a few days the place was converted 
into a heap of rubbifii; and on the twenty-third day 
of the month the French monarch took pojfielRon 
of this ftrong fortrefs, which had formerly fqftained 
fucb dreadful attack^ Mean while the allied army 
tneamped at Macfiritht were joined by Sir John 
Ligowti'i with fome Brinfh and Bavarian batta- 
And Prince Charles refolved to giVe the 
enemy batde. With this view he palled theiMaele 
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Oh the thirteeftth day of September, and advanced CH A p. 
towards Marefchal Saxe, whom he found fo advan- ^ 
tageoufly polled at Tongres, that he thought proper 
to march back to Maelliicht. On the twenty-fixth 
day of September he eroded the Jaar in his retreat ; 
and his rear was attacked by the enemy, who were 
repulfed. But Count Saxe being reinforced by a 
body of troops, under the Count de Clermont, de- 
termined to bring the Confederates to an engage- 
ment. On the thirteenth day of the month he 
palled the Jaar; while he took poliellion of the 
villages of Liers, Warem, and Koucoux, drew up 
their forces in order of battle, and matlo preparations 
for giving him a warm reception. On the iirll day 
of Otftober the enemy advanced in three columns ; 
and a terrible cannonading began about noon. At 
two p’clock Prince VValdeck on the left was charged 
with great fury ; and after an obftinate defence over- 
powered by numbers. The villages were attacked 
in columns, and as one brigade was repulfed another 
fucceecled ; fo that the Allies were obliged to abandon 
thefe pods, and retreat towards Maeftricht, witk 
the lots of five tbouland men, and thirty pieces of 
artillery. The vidlory, however, cofl the French 
General a much greater number of lives ; and was 
attended with no folid advantage. Sir John Ligo- 
nier, the Earls of Crawford * and Rothes, Brigadier 

VOL, III, O Douglas, 

• This nobleman, so remarkable for his courage and thirst o£ 

^ory, exhibited a very extraordinary iuManee of presence of mind on 
the moniUig that preceded this battle, lie and some volunteers,' 
ctccooipanied by his aide-du-cauip, and attended by t\\(i orderly dra- 
goons, had rode out before diw to reconnoitre the situation of the 
enemy ; and fell in upon one of tlietr advanced gnaids. The sergeant 
who commanded it immediately turned out his men, and tlicir pieces 
were presented when the Earl "first perceived them. Without betray- 
ing the least niafk of disorder, he rode up to the scrgc.'int, and assu- 
ming the character of a Ercnch Gencnd, told him in that langniigt!, 
that there was no occasion, for such ceremony. Then he asked, if 
they had perceived any of the enemy’s parties I and lieing answered 
in the negative, “ Very well (said he) be ujion your girard ; uifk if 
“ you should be attaCKCil, I will lake care that you shall ho sus- 
*' tatned." So saying, he and his coui|^uiy letired, before the ser- 
geant 
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BOOK Dougla*!, and other officers of the Britifh tioops, 
II' diftingujihcd thcmfelvcs by their gallantry and con. 

' duel on this occalion. This adlion terminated the 
campaign. The Allies paHing the Maefe, took up 
their winter quarters in the Duchies of Limburgh 
and Luxembourg ; while the French cantoned their 
troops in the places which they had newly con- 
quered. 

^ X. The campaign in Italy was altogether un- 
favourable to the French and Spaniards. The htufe of 
AuUrialieing no longer prefled on the fide of Ger- 
many, was enabled to make the ftrongcr efftirts in 
this country; and the lirilifli fubfidy encoura^id thfe 
King of Sardinia to a£l with redoubled vivacity. 
!Marcfch.il Maillcbois occupied the greater part of 
Piedmont with about thirty thoufand men. Don 
Philip and the Count de Gagesj were at the head of 
a greater number in the neighbourhood of Jlilan 5 
and the Duke of Modena, with eight thoufand, fe- 
cured his own dominions. The King of Sirdinia 
augmented his forces to fix-and-thirty thoufand j 
and the Auftrian anny, under the Prince of Lich- 
tenftein, amounted to a much greater number ; fo 
that the enemy were reduced to the ncceflity of ail- 
ing on the defenfive, and retired towarcs the 
Mantuan. In February, Baron Leutrum, the Pied- 
montefe general, invefted and took the firor g for- 
trefsof Afle. He afterwards relieved the citadel of 
Alexandria, which the Spaniards had blocked up in 
the winter, reduced Cafal, recovered Valenc: a, and 
obliged Maillcbois to retire to the neighbour! lood of 




fe'tntcouM rf collect him'clf from the surprisfe occasioned I 
etlKri.ted In all {nobability lie was soon scnsib.e 

niuti’.e, toi the incident was Uwt very day publicfcly men 
ttw Ftenih amu. Tin' Ptince of Tingr.iy, an officer in the 
hwniijlk'cn taken prisoner hi the battle that ensi 
wii’di iltian'lul t\«mt hive, who dismissed him on his j: 
d' Util hi' w.idil charye Winwlf with a facetiuns cotnplim 
oli .lt.iiii ti'i EjtI mt Ci.iwford. He wished his l^idshij 
rntii'lt (hnsMl. awl ^aid he could not help bein? d 
with tl,u sirv».i'tt, 4iJ he had not procured him the honcu: 
{>.(dd) p tr to.}ipiiny at duitisr. 


this on. 
of hi.3 
|:ioncd in 
Awstnan 
id, dined 
his parole, and 
" lent to his 
p joy of 
displeased 
ir of hi} 
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Genoa. On the other fide, Don Philip and Count CHAP, 
Gages, abandoned Milan, Pavia, and Parma, re- IX. ^ 
treating before the Aufirians with the utmoft preci- 1^4^ 
pitation to Placentia, where they were joined on the , - 
third of June by the French forces under Maille- 
bois. 

^ XI. Before this jundion was effected, the Spa- 
nifh General, Pignatelli, had palled the river Po in 
the night with a ftrong detachment, and beaten up 
the quarters of feven thoufand Aufirians pofled at 
-Codogno. Don Philip, finding himfelf at the head 
of two-and-fifty thoufiind men by his jundlion with 
the French General, rcfolved to attack the Aufirians 
in their camp at San Lazaro, before they fhould be 
reinforced by his Sardinian Majefty, Accordingly, 
on the fourth day of June in the evening, he 
marched with equal filence and expedition, and en- 
tered the Auflrian (reuches about eleven, when a 
defperate battle enfued. The Aufirians were pre- 
pared for the attack, which they fuflained with 
great vigour till morning. Then they quitted their 
entrenchments, and charged the enemy in their turn 
with fuch fury, that after an obfiinate refiftance the 
combined army was broke, and retired with preci- 
pitation to Placentia, leaving on the field fifteen 
thoufand men killed, wounded, and taken, together 
with fixty colours, and ten pieces of artillery. In 
a few weeks the Aufirians were joined by the Pied- 
montefe; the King of Sardinia alfumed the chief 
command; and Prince Lichtenftein being indif- 
pofed, his place was fupplied by the Marquis de 
Botta. Don Philip retired to the other fide of the 
Po, and extended his conquefts in the open country 
of the Milanefe. The King of Sardinia called a 
council of war, in which it was determined. that he 
fhould pafs the river with a ftrong body of troops, 
in order to firaiten the enemy on one fide ; while 
the Matquis de Botta fhould march up the Tyclonc, 
to cut off their communication with Placentia. 

o ‘4 They 
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BOOK They forthwith quitted sill the pofls they had occu- 
^ I L pied between the Lambjo, and A-dda, rcfolving to 
repaid the Po, and retreat to Tortona. Withi this 
view they threw bridges of boats over that river, 
and began to pafs on the ninth day of Auguft in the 
evening. They were attacked at Rotto Preddd by 
a detachment of Auftrians, under General Serbelloni, 
who maintained the engagement till ten in the morn- 
ing, when Botta anived*. the battle was renewed 
with redoubled rage, and lafted till four in the after- 
noon, when tlie enemy retired in great diford^r to 
'rovtona, with the lot's of eight thoufand men, a 
good number of colouts and flandards, and eighteen 
pieces of cannon. This vidlory cod the Aufl,rians 
fuur thoutand men killed upon the fpot, including 
the gallant General Bernclau. The vidlors imme- 
diately fummoned Placentia to furrender; an^ the 
garrifon, confiding of nine thoufand men, were 
made prifoners of war: Don Philip continue!! his 
retieat, and of all his forces brought fix-and-twenty 
thoufand onlv into the territories of Genoa. | 

§ XII. The Piedraonefe and Audrians rejeaning 
In the neighbourhood of Pavia, advanced to |i Tor- 
ton.:, of which they took pofleffion without re- 
fiftance, while the enemy ftieltercd themfelves ilinder 
the cannon of Genoa. They did not long continue 
in this lituation: for on the twenty-fecond day of 
Augud they were again in motion, and retired into 
Provence. The court of Madrid imputing the bad 
fiicccfs of this campaign to the mifcondu6l of ^ount 
Gages, recalled that General, and fent the [Mar- 
quis De las Minas to refume the command qf the 
ftirccs. In the mean time, the vidlorious Corflede- 
ratc> aopc.ired before Genoa on the fourth day of 
Docemhert and the fenate of that city thinking it 
incapable of defence, fubmitted to a very mortifying 
cipitulation, by which the gates were delivered 
up tojihc Auftrians, together with all their I'arms, 
aruilery, and aoimumlion t and the city was fub-^ 
^ ^edled, 
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jedled to the moft cruel contributions. The Mar- ci ii a p. 
quis cle Botta being left at Genoa with fixrccn thou- ^ , 

fand men, the King of Sardinia refolvcd to pafs the ' 

Var, and purfne the French and Spaniards into 
Provence : but, that monarch being feized wirli the 
fmall'pox, the condudl of this expedition was en- 
trufted to Count Brown an Auftrian General of 
Irifh extract, who had given repeated proofs of un- 
common valour aud capacity. He was on this oc- 
calion aflifted by Vice-Admiral Medley, who com- 
manded the Britifh fquadron in the Mediterranean, 

The French forces had fortified the pafies of the 
Var, under the conduct of the Marefchal dc Bcl- 
Icifle, who thought proper to abandon his pofis at 
the approach of Count Brown; and this General, 
at the head of fifty thoufand men palled the river, 
without oppofition, on the ninth day of November, 

While he advanced as far as Draguignan, laying the 
open country under contribution, Baron Roth, with 
four-and-twenty battalions, invefted Antibes, which 
was at the fame time bombarded on the fide of the 
fea by the Britifli fquadron. The trenches were 
opened on the twentieth day of September: but 
Belleifie having aftembled a numerous army, fiiperior 
to that of the Confederates, and the Gqnoefe having; 
expelled their Aullrian guefts. Count Brown aban- 
doned the enterprife, and repafled the Var, not 
without foiTje damage from the enemy. 

^ Xlir. The court of Vienna, which has always 
.patronifed opprelfion, exa(9^ed fuch heavy con- 
tribution from the Genoefe, and its dire(Slion3 
were fo rigoroufly put into execution, that the 
people were reduced to defpair; and rcfolved to 
malce a lafi effort for the recovery of their liberty 
and independence. Accordingly, they took arms 
in fecret, feized fcvcral important polls of the city ; 
furprifed fome battalions of the Auftriaos; fnr- 
rounded others, and cot them in pieces ; and.^ in a 
word, drove them out with great llaughter. The 
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Marquis de Botta aded with caution and fftirit ; 
but being overpowered by numbers, and apprflihen- 
fivc of the peafants in the country, who were in 
arras, he retreated to the pafs of the Brochetfa on 
the fide of Lombardy, where he fecured himl^lf in 
an advantageous fituation, until he could receive re-, 
inforcements. The lofs he had fuftained at (Benoi 
did not hinder him from reducing Savona, y fea.. 
port town belonging to that Ucpublick ; and he af* 
terwaids made himfelf mailer of Gavi. Th4! Ge- 
no^fr, tui the contrary, exerted themfelves'l with 
wonderful indullry in fortifying their city, railing 
troo[>i, and in taking other mcafures for a vigorous 
defence, in cafe they Ihould again beinfulted.^ 

^ XIV. 'I’hc naval tranfadlions of this y^ir re- 
fletSled very little lionoiu: on the Britifh nation. 
Commodore Peyton, who commanded fix mips of 
war in the Eaft-Indies, fliamefully declined ^ aeci- 
five engagement with a French fquadron of iltferior 
force ; and abandoned the important fettleratnt of 
Madras on the coaft of Coromandel, whicn was 
taken without oppofition in the month of Septem- 
ber by the French commodore, De la Bourdonnais. 
Fort St. David, and the other Britifh fadlories in 
India, would probably have fhared the fame fete, 
had not the enemy’s naval force in that country been 
{battered and partly deftroyed by a terrible tetnpefi. 
No event of confequence happened in America, 
though it was a feene that feemed to promife the 
greatctl fuccefs to the arms of England. The re- 
du£lion of Cape-Breton had encouraged the miniftry 
to projcdl the conqueft of Quebeck, the capital of 
Canada, fituated upon the river of St. Laurence, 
Coromiffions were lent to the governors of the 
Britifh colonies in North-Araerica, empcjWering 
them to raife cornpantes to join the armamerlt from 
England ? and eight tboufand troops were ajftually 
raifed- in confequence of tbefe diredions; iltahile a 
powerful fquadron and tranfports, having fi|; regi- 
ments on board, were prepared at Portimofth for 

f this 
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this expedition. But their departure was poftponed CHAP, 
by unaccountable delays, until the I'cafon was ^ . 

judged too far advanced torifque the great flups on 1740?^ 
the boiflerous coaft of North- Ameiica. That the 
armament, however, might not be wholly ufelefs to 
the nation, it was employed in making a delcent 
upon the coaft of Bretagne, on the fuppofition tint 
Port L’Orient, the repofitory of all tlie tiores and 
ftiips belonging to the French Eall-India company, 
might be ftuprifed; or, that this invafion would 
alarm the enemy, and, by making a riiverfion, fa- 
cilitate the operations of the Auflrian General in 
Provence, 

^ XV. The naval force intended for this fcrvice 
confided of fixleen great iliips, and eight frigates, 
befides bomb-ketches and ftore fiiips, commanded 
by Richard Leflock, appointed Admiral of the blue 
divifion. Six battalions of land troops, with a de- 
tachment of matvofles and bombardiers, were em- 
barked in thirty tranfports, under the condu( 5 \ of 
Lieutenant-General Sinclair ; and the whole fleet fet 
fail from Plymouth on the fourteenth day of Sep- 
tember, On the twentieth the troops were landed 
in Quimperlay-bay, at the diftance of ten miles 
from Port-L’Orient, The militia, reinforced by 
forae detachments from diflerent regiments, were 
aliembled to the number of two thoufand, and 
feemed rtfolved to oppofe the difembarkation ; but, 
feeing the Britifli troops determined to land at all 
events, they thought proper to retire. Next day 
General Sinclair advanced into the country, fl:ir- 
tiiilhing with the enemy in his route : and arriving 
at the village of Plemure, within half a league from 
Port L’Qrient, furaraoned that place to iiirrendcr. 

He was vifiled by a deputation from the town^ 
which offered to admit the Britith fortes, on con- 
dition that they ftiould be reflrained from pillaging 
the inhabitants, and touching the magazines.; and 
that they flioulcl pay a juft price for their provifions. 

o Thcfc 
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J3 o o K Thcfe tem:s being rcjeded, the inhabitaniri 
pared for a vigorous defence ; and the Engli 
i;kj. neral rcfolvecl to bcficgc the place in form, 
he liud neither time, artillery, nor forces fu 
for fueh an enterpriie. This ftrange refoluti(j3: 
owing to the declaration of the engineers, wlf 
mifecl to lay the place in afhes in the fpace o 
and-twenty liours. All his cannon amounted 
more than a few- field-pieces ; and he was obli 
wait for two iron guns, which the failors dragj 
from the Ihipping. Had he given the aflTault 
fil'd night after his arrival, when the town w 
with tetror and confufion, and deftitute of 
troop i, in all probability it would have beeti 
taken by fcaladc : but the redudlion of it w 
deretl iiiipraelicable by his delay. The r; 
•were mounted with cannon from the fliips 
harbour j new works were raifed with gieat in^ 
the garrifon w'as reinforced by feveral bpdies 
gular troops ; and great numbers were ^fle 
from all parts ; fo that the Britifh forces 
clanger of being furrounded in an enemy’s c 
Not with Handing tbefe dilcouragements, they 
a fmall battery againll the town, which w'4 
fire in feveral places by their bombs and 
bullets ; they likewife repulfcd part of the 
which had made a fally to deftroy their work^ 
their cannon producing no effedl upon the 
tions, the fire from the town daily increafi4| 
engineers owning they could not perform 
mife, and Admiral Lcfiock declaring, in 
mdlagts, that he could no longer expofe 
tin an open coalt at fuch a feafon of the year, 
ril fiiutlair abandoned the liege. Having 
the two iron pieces of cannon and the mortaji 
fpiked, he retreated in good order to the f 
■where his troops were re-embarked, hnvir 
tained very incoiifidmble damage fince till: 
landing. He cxpe^cd reinforcements froni 
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land, and was refolved to wait a little longer for their c ll A p, 
arrival, in hopes of being able to annoy the enemy ^ JX. 
more cftedually. In the beginning of Odlober the 
fleet failed to Quiberon-Ba.y, where they dedroyed 
the Ardent, a French fhip of war of fixty-four guns : 
and a detachment of the forces being landed, took 
pofleflion of a fort on the peninfula; while the little 
iflands of Houat and Heydic were reduced by the 
failors. In this fituation the Admiral and General 
continued till the feventeenth day of the month, 
when the forts being clifmantled, and the troops re- 
embarked, the fleets failed from the French coafi : 
the Admiral returned to England, and the tranfports 
with the foldicrs proceeded to Ireland, wlierc they 
arrived in fafety. 

§ XVI. This expedition, weak and frivolous as it 
may feem, v/as refented by the French nation as one 
of the greatefl: infults they had ever fuflained ; and 
demonflrated the poliibility of hurting France in her 
tenderefl: parts, by means of an armament of this 
jnature, well timed, and vigoroufly condudled. In- 
deed, nothing could be more abfurd or precipitate 
than an attempt to diftrefs the enemy by landing a 
handful of troops, without draft-horfes, tents, or 
artillery, from a fleet of fbips lying on an open 
beach, expofed to the uncertainty of weather in the 
moft tempeftuous feafon of the year, fo as to render 
the retreat and re-embarkation altogether precarious. 

The Britifli fquadrons in the Well-Indies performed 
no exploit of confequence in this courfc of the year. 

The commerce was but indifferently protedlcd. 
Commodore Lee, flationed off Martinico, allowed 
a French fleet of merchant-lhips, and their convoy, 
to pafs by his fquadrpn unmolelled ; and Commo- 
dore Mitchcl behaved fcandaloufly in a rencontre 
with the French fquadron, under the condud of 
Monfieur de Conflans, who in his return to Europe 
took the Severn, an Englilh Ihip of fifty guns, The 
pniifers on all lidcs, Englifli, l^rcncli, and Spaniards, 

were 
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ROOK were extremely alert; and though the Englifh loft 
^ the greater number of fhips, this difference was more , 
than overbalanced by the fuperior value of the prizes 
taken ftom the enemy. In the courfe of this year 
two-and-twenty Spanifh privateers, and fixty-fix 
merchant vcflch, including ten regifter fhips, fell 
into the hands of the Bntifh cruifers : from the 
French they took feven fhips of war, ninety pri- 
vateers, and about three hundred fhips of com- 
merce. The new King of Spain being fuppofed 
wcll-affertccl to the Btitifli nation, an effort was made 
to detach him from the interells of France, by means 
of tlie Marquis de Taberncga, who had formerly 
been his favourite, and refided many years as a re- 
fugee in England. This nobleman proceeded to 
Lifbon, where a negociation was fet on foot with 
the Court of Madrid. But his efforts mifearried ; 
and the influence of the Queen-mother continued to 
predominate in the Spanifli councils. The States- 
General had for fome years endeavoured to promote 
a pacification by remonftranccs, and even intreaties, 
at the Court of Verfaiiles: the French King at length 
difeovered an inclination to peace, and in September 
a congrefs was opened at Breda, the capital of Dutch 
Brabant, where the Plenipotentiaries of the Emperor, 
Great-Britain, France, and Holland, were affembled; 
but the French were fo infolent in their demands, 
that the conferences were foon interrupted. 

^ XVII. The Parliament of Great-Britain meet- 
ing in November, the King exhorted them to con- 
cert with all poliible expedition the proper mcafures 
for purliiing the war with vigour, that the confedc- 

* la th • iDonth of July, Philip Kins of Spain dyins, in the sixty, 
thml VWT of liw a^i', wis sB.Ttvdwl by hii ehfest son Ferdinand, born 
of Mitiu l.uui'iji si ter to the late King of Sardinm. lie 

r-ipniued Donna M irta Mat.dal''na, Infanta of Pottnjral, but had no 
hwe. l*hi|iy but tno <la\^ suntvod by his daughtei, the Dan- 
<1 of brani'i*. The same month wai remarkable for the death ot 
1 iniiiiern VL Ktng of D.-nmark, auceveded by his sou I’rederick V, 
Wl»o had mamed the Pnneess Louisa, yoniigest daogluer to the ^nS 
of GRal-Butaiit. 

rate 
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rate army in the Netherlands might be fcafonably c li a i\ 
augmented; he, likewife, gave them to undeyftand, 
that the funds appropriated for the fupport of his 17407 
civil government had for fome years paft fallen fliori 
of the revenue intended and granted by Parliament ; 
and faid he relied on their known alFeftion to find 
out fome method to make good this deficiency. As 
all thofe who had conduced the oppofition were novv 
concerned in. the adminillration, little or no objec- 
tion was made to any demand or propofal of the 
government and its minitters. The Commons 
having confidered the eftiniates, voted forty thou- 
fand feamen for the fervice of the enfuing year, and 
about fixty thoufand land forces, including eleven 
thoufand five hundred marines. They granted four 
hundred and thirty-three thoufand pounds to the 
Emprefs Queen of Hungary ; three liuitdred thou- 
fand potmas to the King of Sardinia ; four hundred 
and ten thoufand pounds for the maintenance of 
eighteen thoufand Hanoverian auxiliaries ; one hun- 
dred and fixty-one thoufand fix hundred and feven 
pounds for fix thoufand Hellians ; fubfidies to the 
Eledtors of Cologn, Mentz, and Bavaria; and the 
‘ fum of five hundred thoufand pounds to enable his 
Majefty to profecute the war with advantage. In a 
word, the fupplies amounted to nine millions four 
hundred twenty-five thoufand two hundred and fifty- 
four pounds ; a fum almoft incredible, if we confi- 
der now the kingdom had been already drained of 
its treafure. It was raifed by the ufual taxes, re- 
inforced with new impofitions on windows, carriages, 
and fpirituous liquors, a lottery, and a Joan from 
the finking-fund. The new taxes were mortgaged 
for four millions by iransferrable annuities, at an in- 
tereft of four, and a premium of ten per centum. 

By refleiJling on thefc enormous grants, one would 
imagine the miniftry had been determinetl to impo- 
verith the nation: but, from the eagernefs and ex- 
pedition with which the peojuJe fublcrihed for the 

money, 
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BOOK money, one would conclude that the nc)|Iies of the 
. , kingdom were inexhauftible. It may ncjit be amifs 

17^ to obferve, that the fupplies of this yeai* exceeded, 
by two millions and a half, the greateft annual fura 
that was railed during the reign of Qdeen Anne, 
though fhe maintained as great a numbed of troops 
as was now in the pay of Great-Briiaipi, and her 
, armies and fleets acquired every year frefli harvells 

of glory and advantage: whereas this war had proved 
an alnioft uninterrupted feries of evend big with 
difallcr and dilhonour. During the lall two years, 
the naval expence of England had exceeded that of 
Fiance about five millions fterling ; tpough her 
fleets had not obtained one fignal advantage over the 
enemy at fea, nor been able to protecl her commerce 
from their depredations- She was at once a prey to 
her declared adverfaries and profelled •friends. Be- 
fore the end of fummer, fhe numbered “Imong her 
mercenaries two Emprelles, five Germajn Princes, 
and a powerful Monarch, whom (he hir^d to affill 
her in trimming the balance of Europe, in Vhich they 
themfelves were immediately interefted, a)(id (lie bad 
no more than a fecondary concern. Had thefe fruit- 
Icfs fubfidies been faved; had the national revenue 
been applied with economy to national , purpofes ; 
had it been employed in liquidating gradually the 
publick incumbrances; in augmenting the navy, 
improving manufailures, encouraging and fecuring 
the colonies, and extending trade and ijjavigation ; 
cormption would have become altogether unnecef- 
fary, and difafiedlion would have vaniflied : the 
people would have boen eafed of theiili burthens, 
'and rcaled to complain : commerce Wfiuld have 
Ikmrilhetl, and produced fuch affluence as'imuft have 
railed Great Britain to the higUeil pinnacje of mari- 
time power, above all rivalfliip or competition. She 
would have been dreaded by her enemie i; revered 
by her neighbours; opprefled nations vlijould have 
crept under her wings ibr protedtionr contending 
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Potentates would have appealed to her dedfionj and chap, 
flie would have fhone the univerfal arbitrefs of Eu- 
rope. How different is her prefent fituarion ! her 
debts are enormous, her taxes intolerable, her people 
difcontented, and the finews of her government re- 
laxed, Without conduct, confidence, or concert, 
fhe engages in blundering negociations : fhe involves 
herfeU rafhly in foreign quarrels, and lavifhes her 
fubftance with the mofl dangerous precipitation: 
file is even deferted by her wonted vigour, fleadi- 
nefs, and intrepidity ; flie grows vain, fantaftical, 
and pufillanimous ; her arms arc delpifed by her 
enemies ; and her councils ridiculed through all 
Chriftendom. 

§ XVIII. The King, in order to exhibit a fpeci- 
men of his defire to diminifli the publick expence, 
ordered the third and fotuth troops of his life-guards 
to be difbanded, and reduced three regiments of 
horfe to the quality of dragoons. The Houfe of 
Commons prefented an addrefs of thanks for this 
inftance of economy, by which the annual fum of 
feventy thoufand pounds was faved to the nation. 
Notwithftanding this feeming harmony between the 
King and the great council of the nation, his Ma- 
jefty refolved, with the advice of his council, to dif- 
folvc the prefent Parliament, though the term of 
feven years w.ts not yet expired fince its firft meet- 
ing. The miniftry afFedled to infinuate, that the 
States-General were unwilling to concur with his 
Majefiy in vigorous meafures againfl France, during 
the exifiencB of a Parliament which had undergone 
fuch a vicilhtude of complexion. The Allies of 
Great-Britain, far from being fufpicious of this af- 
fembly, which had fupplied them fo liberally, faw 
with concern, that, according to law, it would foon 
be difmified ; and they doubted whether another 
9auld be procured equally agreeable to their pur- 
pofes. In order to remove this doubt, the miniftry 
refolved to furprife the kingdopi with a new eke- 
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lion, before the malcontents Ihould be pt spared to 
oppofe the friends of the government, j Accord- 
ingly, when the bufinefs of the felEon was dif- 
patched, the King having given the Royal Aflent to 
the feveral adls they had prepared, diftnilied them in 
the month of June, with an afFedlionate fpsech, that 
breathed nothing but tendernefs and gratitude. The 
Parliament was immediately dillblved by proclama- 
tion, and new writs were iflued for conyaking an- 
other. Among the laws pafled in this feffion, was 
an ai'.l abolifliing the heritable jurifditilions, and 
taking away tlic tenure of wardholdings irj Scotland, 
which were reckoned among the principalifources of 
thofe rebellions that had been excited nneje the Re- 
volution. In the Highlands they certainlj’ kept the 
common people in fubjetSlion to their chi|:fs, whonr 
they implicitly followed and obeyed in alli their un- 
dertakings. By this a<5}' thefc mountaiflteers were 
legally emancipated from Ilavery : but as ‘:he tenants 
enjoyed no leafes, and were at all times liable to be 
ejected, from their farm.?, they dill depended on the 
pleafure of their lords, notwithftanding thi(i interpofi- 
tion of the legiflature, which granted !a Taluable 
confideration in money to every nobleman and petty 
baron, who was thus deprived of one f^art of his 
inhcriiance. The forfeited eftatea indeed, were di- 
\idedinto fmall farms, and let by the Government 
on leafes at an under value; fo that thofe who had 
the good fortune to obtain fuch leafes tailed the 
fwcets of independence ; but the Highlailders in ge- 
neral were left in their original indigence] and inca- 
pacity', at the merc^ of their fuperiors. Had ma- 
cufadturcs and fiflieries been eftaolifliedi in different 
parts of their country, they would have feen and 
felt the happy confecjuenccs of induflrj, and in a 
JUtlc time been effedlually detached fr;jm all their 
lldkvifli conneflions. 

^ XIX. The operations of the can ipaign had 
bwtrt concerted in ms, winter at the Hagi e, bettveen 
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the Duke of Cumberland and the States-General of 
the United Provinces, who were by this time gene- IX, 
rally convinced of FVance’s delign to encroach upon 
their territories. They, therefore, determined to 
take effedlual meafures againft that rcfilcfs and am- 
bitious neighbour. The allied Powers agreed to 
aflemble a vaft army in the Netherlands ; and it was 
reibived that the Atiflrians and Piedmontefe fhould 
once more penetrate into Provence, The Dutch 
patriots, however, were not roufed into this exer- 
tion, until all their remonflrances had failed at the 
Court of Verfdillcs ; until they had been urged by 
repeated memorials of the Englifh Ambailador, and 
ftimulated by the immediate danger to which their 
country was expoled: for France was by this tint# 
pollefled of all the Auflrian Netherlands, and feetned 
bent upon penetrating into the territories of the 
United Provinces. In February, the Duke of Cum- 
berland began to aflemble the allied forces ; and in 
the latter end of March they took the lield in three 
leparate bodies. His Royal Highncls, with the En- 
glifh, Hanoverians, and HefHans, fixed his head 
quarters at the village of Tilberg : the Prince of 
Waldeck was polled with the Dutch troops at Breda; 
and Marefchal Bathiani colleiSted the Auflrians and 
Bavarians in the neighbourhood of Venlo. The 
whole array amounted to one hundred and twenty 
thoufand men, who lay inaflive fix weeks, expofed 
to the inclemency of the weather, and almofi defli- 
tute of forage and provifion. Count Saxe, by this 
time created Marefchal general of France, continued 
his troops within their cantonments at Bruges, Ant-, 
werp, and Bruflels, declaring, that when tlie allied 
army fhould be weakened by ficknefs and moitality, 
he would convince the Duke of Cumberland, that 
the firfl duty of a general is to provide for the health 
and prefervation of his troops. In April this fortu- 
nate Commander took the field, at the hea.d of one 
hundred and forty thoufand ilifiii and the Count de 
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BOOK Clermont commanded a feparate body of nineteen 
l^atlalions and thirty fquadrons. Count Lqwendahl 
was detached on the fixteenth day of thi! month, 
with feven-and-twenty tlioufand men, toi invade 
Dutch Flanders : at the fame time, the French mi- 
nider at the Hague prcfented a memorial to the 
htates, intimating, that his mailer was obliged to 
take this ftep by the neceffity of war ; bui; that his 
troojis fhould obferve the ilriAeft difeipline, without 
intenenng with the religion, government, or com- 
merce of the llepublick; he likewife decla 'ed, that 
the countries and places of which he r sight be 
obliged to take ponellion ihould be detained no 
otlierwile than as a pledge, to be reftored a s foon as 
the United Provinces fliould give convincing proofs 
that they would no longer furnilh the enemies of 
France with fuccours. 

^ XX. While the States deliberated upon this 
declaration, Count Lowendahl entered Dutch Bra- 
bant, and inveiled the town and fortrefs of Sluys, 
the garrifon of which furrentlered themfelves pri- 
foners of war on the nineteenth day of Apri 1. This 
was likewife the fate of Sas-van Ghent, w hile the 
Marquis de Contades, with another detachment, re- 
duced the forts Perle and Leifkenflioefc, with the 
town of Philippine, even within hearing of the con- 
federate array. The fort of Sanberg was vigoroufly 
defended by two EngVilli battalions ; but tliey were 
overpowered, and obliged to retire to Welftl oorden ; 
and Count Lowendahl undertook the fiege t f Hulft, 
which was Ihamcfully furrendered by La Ro jue, the 
Dutch governor, though he knew that a ranforce- 
ment of nine battalions was on the march to his re- 
lief. Then the French General took poffiffion of 
Axel and Terneufe, and began to prepare flat-bot- 
tomed boats for a cteicent on the iflantl of Zealand, 
The Dutch people were now ilruck with conRerna- 
tion. Tuey faw the cn,emy at their doors, and owed 
tfacir immediate prelcg^tion to the Britifh fquadron 
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Rationed at the Swin, under the command of Com- CHAP, 
modore Mitchel *, who, by means of liis floops, ^ ^ 

tenders, and fmall craft, took, fuch meafures as de- 1^4^ 
feated the intention of Lowendahl, The common 
people in Zealand being reduced to defpair, began 
to clamour loudly againtl their Governors, as if they 
had not taken the proper meafures for their fecurity. 

The friends of the Prince of Orange did not negledl 
this opportunity of promoting his intereft. They 
encouraged their difeontent, and exaggerated the 
danger ; they reminded them of the year one thou- 
fand fix hundred and feventy-two, when the French 
King was at the gates of Amticrdam, and the Repub- 
lick was fared by the choice of a Stadtholder : they 
exhorted them to turn their eyes on the defeendant 
of thofe heroes who had eftablifhed the liberty and 
independence of the United Provinces : they ex- 
tolled his virtue and ability ; his gencrofity, his juf- 
tice, his unfhaken love to his country. The people 
in feveral towns, inflamed by fuch reprefentations to 
tumult and fediiion, compelled their magiftrates to 
declare the Prince of Orange Stadtholder. He him- 
felf, in a letter to the States of 2 ^aland, ofiered his 
fervices for the defence of the province. On thfe 
twenty-eighth day of April he was nominated Cap- 
tain-general and Admiral of Zealand. Their ex- 
ample was followed by Rotterdam and the whole 
province of Holland ; and on the fecond day of May, 
the Prince of Orange was, in the aflembly of the 
States-General, invefled with the power and dignity 
of Stadtholder, Captain-General, and Admiral of 
the United Provinces. The vigorous conlequcnces 
of this refolution immediately appeared. All com- 
merce and contracts with the French w'ere prohi- 
bited : the peafants were armed and exercifed ; a re- 
folution pajfled for making a conliderable augmenta- 
tion of tne army : a council of war was eftablifhed 

• Not Ihe pe«oa who commanded ii^he ■Wcst-Iudies, 
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IJ OOK for enquiring into the condmT of the Governors who 

, luul given up the frontier places; and orders were 
dfued to commence liofulities againft the French, 
both by fca and land. 

^ XXL Meanwhile, the Duke of Cumberland 
took poll with his whole army between the two 
Nethes, to cover Bergen-op-Zoom and Mielliicht; 
and Martlch.'il Saxe called in his detachments, with 
a view to hazard a general engagement. 1 1 the lat- 
tei end of May, the French King arrived at Bruf- 
iels ; and Ins General rcfolved to undertake the ficge 
of Mat llvichl. For this- purpofe he advanced towards 
Louvain ; and the Confederates perceiving his drift, 
liegan tliinr march to take poll between the town and 
the enemy. On the twendeth day of June, they 
took. potielHon of their ground, and were drawn up 
in Older of battle, with their right at Bi fen, and 
their left extending to ‘Wirle, within a mile of 
Maeftricht, having m the front of their left wing 
the village of Laffeldt. in which they poll :d feveral 
battalions of Briiilh infantry. 1'he French had taken 
pollellion of the heights of Hcrdeeren, immediately 
above the Allies; and both armies cannont ded each 
other till the evening. In the morning, th ; enemy’s 
ir.tantry marched down the hill, in a prodigious 
column, and attacked the village of Laftelc.t, which 
was well fortified, and defended with araaz ng obfti- 
nacy, l^hc aflailants fufFered terribly in their ap- 
proach, from the cannon of the Confederatt s, which 
was lerved witli furprifing dexterity and fuccefs ; and 
tbty met with fuch a warm reception fron, the Bri- 
ttlh mufquctry as they could not withfland ; but, 
when tbty were broken and difperfed, frefti brigades 
iuccrctkcl with aftonilhing perfeverance. T’he Con- 
fcitcrates were driven out of the village; yet being 
faltau.cd by three regiments, they meafured back 
their yrouiid, and repulfed the enemy w th great 
Biughter. Meverthelef', Count Saxe conShued pour- 
ing tn other bamlioi^^'and the French regained and 
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maintained their footing in the village, after it had cn Ap,. 
been three times loft and carried. The adlion was 
chiefly confined to this poft, where the field exhibited 
a horrible fcene of carnage. At noon the Duke of ' 
Cumberland ordered the whole left wing to advance 
againft the enemy, whofe infantry gave way : Prince 
Waldeck led up the centre: Marefchal Bathiani 
made a motion with the right wing towards Her- 
deeren, and vidlory feemed ready to declare for the 
Confederates, when the fortune of the day took a 
fudden turn to their prejudice. Several fquadrons 
of Dutch horfe, pofted in the centre, gave way, and 
flying at full gallop, overthrew five battalions of in- 
fantry that were advancing from the body of referve. 

The P'rench cavalry charged them with great impe- 
tuofity, increafing the confufion that was already 
produced, and penetrating through the lines of the 
allied army, which was thus divided about the 
centre. The Duke of Cumberland, who exerted 
himfelf with equal courage and adlivity in attempt- 
ing to remedy this diforder, was in danger of being 
taken ; and the defeat would in all probability have 
been total, had not Sir John Ligonier taken the re- 
folution of facrificing himfelf and a part of the troops 
to the fafety of the army. At the head of three 
Britifli Regiments of dragoons, and fome fquadrons 
of Imperial horfe, he charged the whole line of the 
French cavalry, with fuch intrepidity and fuccefs 
that he overthrew all that oppofed him, and made 
fuch a diverfion as enabled the Duke of Cumberland 
to effedt an orderly retreat to Maeftricht. He him- 
felf was taken by a Pkench carabineer, after his horfe 
had been killed : hut the regiments he commanded 
retired with deliberation. The Confederates re- 
treated to Maeftricht, without having fuftainecl much 
damage from the purfuir, and even brought off' all 
their artillery, except fixteen pieces of cannon. 

Their loft did not exceed fix thoufand men killed 
and taken y whereas the Fren^ General purchafed 
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JEOOK the viAory at a much greater expence, 'the cora- 
" c j mon caufe of the confederate powers is faijl to have 

futtcred from the piide and ignorance of ilheir Ge- 
nerals. On the eve of the battle, when the detach- 
ment of the Count de Cleimont appeared on the hill 
of Heideercn, Maiefchal Bathiani alked ])ermiflion 
of the Commander in Chief to attack th^m before 
they (hould be reinforced, declaring he v^ould an- 
fwer for the fuccefs of the enterpiize. No regard 
was paid to this propofal : but the fuperiour alked in 
his turn, where the Marefchal would be in cafe he 
Ihould be wanted? lie replied, “I lhall dways be 
found at the head of my troojis,” and jietircd m 
dil'gull. the fubfequent dilpolition ha^ hkewile 
been blamed, inafmuch as not above one half of the 
army could adl, while the enemy exerted t teir whole 
force. I 

I XX-ll. The Confederates pafTed theMaefe, and 
encamped in the Duchy of Limburgh, fo as to cover 
Maeliricht; while the French King reraumed with 
Ills army in the neighbourhood of Tongfes. Ma- 
refcfaal Saxe, having amufed the Allies with marches 
and counter- marches, at length detach' td Count 
Lowendahl with lix-and-tbirty thoufand rien tobe- 
Uege Bergen-op-Zoom, the Itrongeft fortipcation of 
Dutch Brabant, the favourite work of tl|e famous 
engineer Coehorn, never conquered, and, generally 
efleeraed invincible. It was fecured with a garrifon 
of three thoufand men, and well providq'd with ar- 
tillery, ammunition, and magazines, The enemy 
appeared before it on the twelfth day of July, and 
fuminoncd the Governor to furrender. 'Ilpe Prince 
of Saxe Iliklbutghaulen w’its fent to its iitlief, with 
twenty bamlions and fourteen fquadrons of, the troops 
that could be moft conveniently alien Ibled ; he 
entereiUtlie lines of Bergen-up-Zoom, w'llere he re- 
mained in CKpedhation of a ftrotig reinforce hient from 
the tontl derate arm*-'? and the old Baton Cion- 
Ttrom, whom the gjfidtholder had appointed Go- 
vernor 
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vernor of Brabant, affumed the command of the gar-cti ^ J*. 
rifon. The befiegers carried on their operations 
with great vivacity 5 and the troops in the town de- 
fended it with equal vigour. The ej'es of all Europe 
were turned upon this important fiege : Count Low- 
endahl received clivers reinforcements ; andaconfi- 
derable body of troops was detached from the allied ; 
army, under the command of Baron Schwartzem- 
ber, to co-operats with the Prince of Saxe Hild- 
burghaufen. The French General lofl. a great num- 
ber of men by the clofe and continual fire of the 
befieged ; while he, in his turn, opened fuch a num- 
ber of batteries, and plied them fo warmly, that the 
defences began to give way. From the fixteenth day 
of July to the fifteenth of September, the fiege pro- 
duced an intermitting feene of horror and deftruc- 
tion ; defperate fallies were made, and mines fprung 
with the moft dreadful efFedis : the works began to 
be fhattered ; the town was liud in afhes ; the trenches 
were filled with carnage ; nothing was fecn hut lire 
and fmokej nothing heard but one continued roar 
of bombs and cannon. But ftill the damage fell 
chiefly on the befiegers, who were Ilain in heaps ; 
while the garrifon fufiered very little, and could be 
occafionally relieved or reinforced from the lines. In 
a wordy it was generally believed that Count Low- 
endahl would be baffled in his endeavours ; and by 
this belief the Governor of Bergen-op Zoom feems 
to have been lulled into a blind lecurity. At length, 
fome inconfiderable breaches were made in one rave- 
lin and two baftions, and thefe the French General 
refolved to ftorm, though Conftrom believed they 
were impradlicable ; and on that fuppofition pre- 
fumed that the enemy would not attempt an aflault. 

For this very reafon Count Loweiulahl refolved to 
hazard the attack, before the preparations fhouhl be 
made for his reception. He accordingly regulated 
his difpolitions, and at four ff’clock in the morning, 
on the fixteenth day of Sep'3|mber, the fignal \^«s 
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fjoOKmarIc for the aflault. A prodigious quj,ntity of 
bombs being thrown into the ravelin, his troops 
1- threw themfclves into the fofle, mounted the breach- 
es, forced open a fally-port, and entered tl e place, 
ahnofl without refillance. In a word, they tad time 
to extend themfclves along the curtains, and form 
in order of battle, before the ganifon could be 
aifemblcd. Conftrom was afleep, and the fokliers 
upon duty had been furprized by the fudder nefs and 
impetnofity of the attack. Though the French had 
taken pofllfTion of the ramparts, they did not gain 
the town without oppofition. Two battalior s of the 
Scottifli troops, in the pay of the States- General, 
were aficniblecl in the market place, and attacked 
them with fucli fury, that they were drhen from 
ilreet to flri.et, until frefh reinforcements arriving, 
compelled the Scuts to retreat in their turn ; yet 
they difputed every inch of ground, and fought until 
two-thirds of them were killed on the fpot. Then 
they brought off the old Governor, abandojung the 
town to the enemy; the troops that were encamped 
in the lines retreating with great prccipin tion, all 
the forts in the neighbourhood immediately furren- 
dered to the vidlovs, who now became mailers of the 
whole navigation of the Schelde. The Fret ch King 
was no fooner informed of Lowendahl’s fuccids, than 
he promoted him to the rank of Marefchal of France; 
appointed Count Saxe Governor of the ctinquered 
Netherlands; anel returned in triumph to \erlailles. 
In a little time after this tranfadion, bot i armies 
were dillributed into winter-quaiters, and the Duke 
of Cumberland embarked for England. 

^ XXIIL In Italy, the French arras did not tri- 
umph with equal fuccels, though the Marefchal cle 
Bclleifle faw himfelf j^at the head of a powerful army 
in Ikovence. In April he palled the Var without 
oppofition, and took poffeilion of Nice. He met 
with little or no refilsnnce in reducing Me nlalban, 
Villafranca, and VenUmiglia} wliilc General Brown 

with 
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with eight-and-twenty thoufand Auftrains, retired f; n a p. 
towards Final and Savona. In the mean time, an- 
other large body, under Count Scbuylemberg, who 
liad fucceeded the Marquis de Boita, co-operaied 
with fifteen thoufand Piedmontefe in an attempt to 
recover the city of Genoa. The French King had 
fent their fupplies, fuccours, and engineers, with 
the Duke de Boufflers, as Ambafiador to the repub - 
lick, who likewife a£led as Commander in Chief of 
the forces employed for its defence. The Auftrian 
General aflTemblecl his troops in the Milanefe : liav- 
ing forced the paflage of the Bochetta on the thir- 
teenth of January, he advanced into the territories 
of Genoa, and the Rivera was ravaged without 
mercy. On the lafl day of March he appeared 
before the city, at the head of forty thoufand men, 
and fummoned the revolters to lay down tlicir arms. 

The anfwer he received was, that the republick liad 
fifty-four thoufand men in arms, two hundred and 
fixty cannon, thirty-four mortars, with abundance 
of ammunition and provifion ; that they would de- 
fend their liberty with their laft blood, and be buried 
in the ruins of their capital, rather than fubmitto the 
clemency of the Court of Vienna, except by an ho- 
nourable capitulation, guaranteed by the Kings of 
Great-Britain and Sardinia, the republick of Venice 
and the United Provinces. In the beginning of 
May, Genoa was invefted on all fides; a furious 
fally was made by the Duke de Boufflers, wdio drove 
the befiegers from their polls ; but the Aultrians ral- 
lying, he was repulfed in his turn, with the lots of 
feven hundred men. General Scbuylemberg car- 
ried on his operations with fuch fkill, vigour, and 
intrepidity, tnat he made himfelf maftcr of the 
fuburbs of Bifagno ; and in all probability wouUl 
have reduced the city, had he not been obliged to 
defift, in confoquence of the repeated remonftrances 
made by the King of Santfuia anti Count Brown, 
who reprefented the neceffit'isyf his abandoning his 
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:^OOK enterprize, and drawing ofF his army, to cc ^er Pied- 
^ ‘ IL mont and Lombardy from the efforts of ] larefchal 
de Belleifle. Accordingly, he raifed the fiege on 
the tenth day of Jupe, and returned into he Mila- 
nefe, in order to join his Sardinian Majef jr ; while 
the Genoefe made an irruption into the ?armefan 
and Placentin, where they committed ter ible out- 
rages, in revenge for the mifehiefs they h d under- 
gone. 

^ XXIV. While the Marefchal de Be leifle re- 
mained at Ventimiglia, his brother, at the head of 
four-and-thirty thoufand French and Span avds, at- 
tempted to penetrate into Tiedmont ; on he fixth 
day of July tie arrived at the pafs of Exilles a flrong 
forirefs on the frontiers of Dauphine, fituat d on the 
north lide of the river Doria. The defend e of this 
important poft the King of Sardinia had c mmitted 
to the care of the Count de Brigucras, wh ' formed 
an encampment behind the lines, with foui een bat- 
talions of Piedmontefe and Auflrians, wh: e divers 
detachments were potted along all the pafl s of the 
Alps. On the eighth day of the month I 
montefe entrenchments were attacked by th 
lier de Belleifle, with incredible intrepidity 
columns were repulfed with great lofs in t 
ceflive attacks. Impatient of this obflina 
tttion, and determined not to furvive a mi 
this impetuous General feized a pair of cok 
advancing at the head of his troops, throug 
digious fire, pitched them witli his own 
the enemy’s entrenchments. At that inflai 
dead, having received two mufquet balls an 
thruft of a bapnet in his body. The ifli 
were fo much difpirired by the death of th ir 
mander, that they forthwith gave way, and ret 
with precipitation towards Sefteries, hanns 
near five thoufand men in the attack. 1 
relchal w.is no fooner jli/brmed of his broth, 
fortune, than he retjs^ted towards the Vp] 
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the troops from Exilles, while the King of Sardinia, 
having aflemhled an army of feventy thoufand men, 
threatened Dauphinfi with an invafioii ; but the ex- 
ceffive rains prevented the execution of his defign. 
General Leutrum was detached with twenty batta- 
lions, to drive the French from Ventimiglia; bat, 
Belleifle marching back, that fcherae was likewile 
fruftrated: and thus ended the campaign. 

^ XXV. In this manner was the French King 
baffled in his projedls upon Italy ; nor was he more 
fortunate in his naval operations. He had, in the 
preceding year, equipped an expenfive armament, 
under the command of the Duke d’A.nvillc, for the 
recovery of Cape-Breton ; but it was rendered in- 
effeflual by ftorms, diftempers, and the death of 
the Commander. Not yet difeouraged by thefe dif- 
afters, he refolved to renew his efforts againfl. the 
Bririfh colonies in North-America, and their fettle- 
men ts in the Eaft-Indies. For thefe purpofes two 
fquadrons were prepared at Breft, one to be com- 
manded by the Commodore de la Jonquiere ; and 
the other deftined for India, by Monfienr de St, 
George. The miniftry of Great-Britain, being ap- 
prifed of thefe meafures, refolved to intercept both 
fquadrons, which were to fet fail together. For this 
purpofe Vice-Admiral Anfon and Rear-Admiral 
Warren took their departure from Plymouth with a 
formidable fleet, and fleered their courfe to Cape 
Finifterre on the coafl of Gallicia . On the third day 
of May they fell in with the French fquadrons, com- 
manded by La Jonquiere and St. George, conlifting 
of fix large fhips of war, as many frigates, and 
four armed veflels equipped by their Eaft-Tndia 
company, having under their convoy about thirty 
fhips laden with merchandise. Thofc prepared for 
war immediately fhortened fail, and formed a line 
of battle; while the reft, under the protection of 
the fix frigates, proceeded O'f their voyage with all 
the fail they could carry. TJu^Biitifh fqiiadron was 
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BOOK lilcewife drawn up in line of battle ; but Mr. War- 
, ren, pciceiving that the enemy began to fheer off, 
now their convoy was at a confiderable dbknce, ad- 
Tilcd Admiral Anfon to haul in the fignd for the 
line, and hoift another for giving chafe aud engag- 
ing, otlicrwife the French would, in all probabi- 
lity, efcape by favour of the night. The propofal 
was embraced ; and in a little time the engagement 
began with great fury, about four o’clock in the 
afternoon. The enemy fuflained the battle with 
ct)ual condudl and valour, until they were over- 
powered by numbers, and then they fl 'uck their 
colours. The Admiral detached three {hips in pur- 
hiit of the convoy, nine fail of which were taken; 
but the red w'ere faved by the intervening darknefs. 
About feven hundred of the French were killed and 
wounded in this adlion. The Englifti !oft about 
five hundred ; and among tliefe Captain Grenville, 
Commander of the fhip Defiance. He was nephew 
to the Lord Vifeount Cobham, a youth of the mod 
amiable charadler and proniifing genius, animated 
with the nobled fentiments of honour and jiatriotifm. 
Eager in the purfuit of gloiy, he rufliedj into the 
miw of the battle, where both his legs w sre cut off 
by a cannon ball. He fubmitted to his fate with 
the mod heroick refignation, and died univeifally 
lamented and beloved. The fuccefs of the Britidi 
arms in this engagement was chiefly owing to the 
conduct, aflivity, and courage of the Ri ar-Admi- 
•ral. A confiderable quantity of bullion was found 
in the prizes, which was brought to Spithi;ad in tri- 
umph; and the treafure being landed, was conveyed 
in twenty waggons to the Bank of London. Admi- 
ral Anfon was ennobled, and Mr. Warren honoured 
with the Order of the Bath. 

^ XXVI. About the middle of June, Commo- 
dore i'^os, with fix flijps of war, cruffing in the la- 
titude of Cape Oitcgal in Gallicia, took above forty 
French fhips, riclilplidcn from St. Domingo, after 
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they had been abandoned fay their cdnvoy. But C K A p.' 
the French King fuftained another more important ^ . 

lofs at fea, in the month of October. Rear-Admi- 
ral Hawke failed from Plymouth in the beginning 
of Augufl, with fourteen ihips of the line, to inter- 
cept a fleet of French merchant-fliips bound for the 
Welt-Indies. He cruiled forfome rime on the coafl. 
of Bretagne ; and at length the French fleet failed 
from the ifle of AiXj under convoy of nine fhips of 
the linCj befides frigates, commanded by Monfieur 
de Letendeur. On the fourteenth day of Odlober 
the two fquadrons were in fight of each other, in the 
latitude of Belleillc. The French Commodore im- 
mediately ordered one of his great (hips, and the 
frigates, to proceed with the trading fliips, while 
he formed the line of battle, and waited the attack. 

At eleven in the forenoon Admiral Hawke difplayed 
the fignal to chafe, and in half an hour both fleets 
were engaged. The battle lafied till night, when 
all the French fquadron, except the Intrepide and 
Tenant, had llruck to the Englifh flag. Thefe two 
capital fhips efcaped in the dark, and returned to 
Breft in a fhattered conditon. The French Cap- 
tains fuflained the unequal fight with uncommon 
bravery and refolution ; and did not yield until their 
fhips were difablcd. Their lofs in men amounted 
to eight hundred ; the number of Englifh killed in 
this engagement did not exceed two hundred, in- 
cluding Captain Saumatez, a gallant officer, who 
had ferved under Lord Anfon in his expedition to 
the Pacifick Ocean. Indeed, it muft be owned, 
for the honour of that nobleman, that all the officers 
formed under his example, and raifed by his influ- 
ence, approved themfelves in all rcfpeifls worthy of 
the commands to which they were preferred. Im- 
mediately after the adion. Admiral Hawke dif- 
patched a Hoop to Commodore Legge, whofe fqua- 
dron was ftationed at the Seeward Iflands, with 
intelligence of the French of merebat-fhips, 
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BOOK outward-bound, that he might take the proper mea- 
lilies for interrupting them in then paffige to Mar- 
tinique, and the other French illauds. in confe- 
quence of this adi/ice, he redoubled his ' ngilance, 
and a good number of tliem fell into his hands. 
Admiral Hawke conduAed his prizes to $ pithead; 
and in Ins letter to the Board of Admiralty| declared, 
that all his Captains behaved like men of honour 
duiing the engagement, except Mr. Fo r, whofe 
coniludl he deiired might be fubjcdled to an en- 
quiry, That gentleman w:is accordingly hied by a 
couit-martial, and fiifpended from his command, 
for having followed the advice of his oiTig rs, con- 
trary to Ins own better judgment : but he was foon 
reftored, and afterwards promoted to tht rank of 
Admiral ; while Mr. Matthews, whofe coun.gc never 
incuired fufpicion, ftill laboured under a 1 ifpenfion 
for that which had been fuccefsfully praAife i m both 
thde late aAions, namely, engaging the en? 
out any regard to the line of battle. I 
^ XXVII. In the Mediterrpean, Vicii 
Medley blocked up the Spanifh fquadroi? 
thagena ; aflifted the Aullrian General on 
of Villafranca ; and intercepted forae of th^ 
fent from France to the affiftance of the 
At his death, which happened in the begj 
Auguft, the command of that fquadron 
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upon Hear- Admiral Byng, who proceedeil on the 
lame plan of operation. In the lummer, two Bri- 
tith lliips of war, having under their cony< >y a fleet 
of merchant- Blips bound to North-Americf, fell in 
with the Oionolo, a Spanifli (hip of eighty guns, in 
the liitituiU* of the Wcftern-Iflcs. She hid failed 
from the ITasunnali, with an iramenfe tn afurc on 


board, and mull have fallen a piize to tht[ 
Blips, hail each Captain done liis duty, 
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her with great intrepi&ty, and fought untj 
was entirely difabled^f but being unfullain,^ 
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conforr, he was obliged to haul oft^ and the Glo- CHAP, 
riofo arrived in fafety, atFerrol: lliere the filvcrwas , ^ 

landed, and (he proceeded on her voyage to Cadiz, 174^' 
which, however, flic did not reach, was en- 

countered by the Dartmouth, a Britifh frigate of 
forty guns, commanded by Captain ilaniilron, a 
gallant youth, who, notwirhflanding the ineciuality 
of force, engaged her without hcfuaiion ; but in the 
heat of the abtion, his fbip being fet on fire by acci- 
dent, was blown, up, and he perilhed with all his 
Crew, except a midfhipman and ten or eleven failors, 
who were taken up alive by a privateer that hap- 
pened to be in fight. Favourable as this accident 
may feem to the Gloriofo, the did nut efcape. t\.n 
Englifh fhip of eighty guns, under the commnnd of 
Captain Buckle, came up, and obliged the Spani- 
ards to furrender, after a fhort, but vigorous en- 
gagement. Commodore Griffin had been fent, 
wirii'a tisinfcjrceraenf of (hips, to dliimc die com- 
mand of the fquadron in the Eall-Indies ; and al- 
though his arrival fecured Fort St. David’s, and the 
other Britifh fettlements in that country, from the 
infults of Monfieur de la Bourdonnais, his ftrength 
was not fufficient to enable him to undertake any 
enterprize of importance againft the enemy ; the 
minifiry of England, therefore, refolved to equip a 
frefh armament, that, when joined by the fhips in 
India, fhould be in a condition to befiege Pondi- 
cherry, the principal fettlement belonging to the 
French on the coaft of Coromandel. For this fer- 
vice, a good number of independent companies was 
railed, and fet fail, in the fequel, with a ftrong fqua- 
dron under the conduft of Rear-Admiral Bol’cawen, 
an officer of unqueftioned valour and capacity. In 
the courfe of this year, tlie Britilh cruizers were fo 
alert and fuccefsful, that they took fix hundred and 
forty-four prizes from the French and Spaniards ; 
whereas the lofs of Grc.it-Bi?tain in the fame time, 

' did not exceed five hundred and fifty. 
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BOOK ^ XXVIII. All the belligerent powers were by 

n ^ , this time heartily tired of a war which had confumed 

(747. ii''* itnmenlity of trcafure, had been produrtive of fo 
much mifchief, and in the events of which, all, in 
their turns, had found thcmfelves difappointed. Im- 
mediately after the battle, of Laffeldt, the King 
of France had, in a perfonal converfation with Sir 
John Ligonier, exprcfled his defire of a pacification ; 
and afterwards ins minifler at the Hague prefented a 
declaration on the lame fubjed to the deputies of 
the btatcs-Gcncral. The fignal fuccefs of the Bri- 
tilh arms at fea confirmed him in thefe fentiments, 
whit It rvcrc likewife reinforced by a variety of other 
conlidcratioiis, llis linanccs were alraofl cxhaulled, 
and his fupplies from the Spanifli Well-Indies, ren- 
dered fo precarious by the \ igilance of the Britifli 
cruixers, that he could no longer depend upon their 
arrival. I'he trading part of his fubjeds had fuf- 
tained fuch lofies, that his kingdom was filled with 
bankruptcies ; and the beft p.ut of the navy now 
contributed to flrengthen the fleets of his enemies. 
The ek'dion of a Stadtholder had united the whole 
power of the Statcs-Gencral againft him, in taking 
the molt rcl'olute mcafures for their own fafety : his 
views in Germany were intirely fruftrated by the 
elevation of the Grand Duke to the Imperial throne, 
and the rc-eftablUhtnent of peace between the houfes 
of Aufiria and Brandenburgh : the fuccefs of his arras 
in Italy had not at all anfwcred his expedation ; and 
Genoa was become an expenfive ally. He had the 
mortification to foe the commerce of Britain flourifh 
in the midli of war, while his own people were ut- 
terly impnv'criflicd. The parliament of Kngland 
granted, and the nation paid fuch incredible fums as 
enabled their Sovereign not only to maintain invin- 
cible navie*) and forntidable armies, but likewife to 
give lubliciies to all the powers of Eurfipe. He 
knew that a treaty of this kind was adually upon 
the anvil between his Britannick Majefoy and the 

Cxarina, 
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Czarina, and he began to be apprehenfive of feeing c n A P.. 
an army of Ruffians in the Netherlands. His fears 
from this quarter were not without foundation. In 174^ 
the month of November, the Earl of Hyndford, 
Ambailador from the King of Great-Britain at the 
Court of Ruffia, concluded a treaty of fubfidy, by 
which the Czarina engaged to hold in readinefs 
thirty thoufand men, and forty gallies, to be em- 
ployed in the fervicc of the Confederates, on the firfi; 
requilition. The States- General acceded to this 
agreement, and even confented to pay one-fourth of 
the fubfidy. His moft Chriftian Majefty, moved 
by thefe confiderations, made further advances to- 
wards an accommodation both at the Hague and in 
London ; and the contending powers agreed to 
another congrefs, which was adlually opened in 
Marcii at Aix-la-Chapelle, where the Earl of Sand- 
wich and Sir Thomas Robinfon affifled as plenipo- 
tentiaries from the King of Great-Britain. 

^XXIX. The eledlions for the new Parliament 
in England had been condudled fo as fully to anfwer 
the purpofes of the Duke of Newcaftle, and his bro- 
ther Mr. Pelham, who had for fome time wholly 
engrofled the adminifiration. Both houfes t^ere 
aflembled on the tenth day of November, when Mr. 

Onflow was unanimoufly re-ele< 5 led Speaker of the 
Commons, The feffion was opened as ufual, by a 
fpeech from the throne, congratulating them on 
the fignal fuccefles of the Britifh navy, and the 
happy alteration in the government of the United 
Provinces. His Majefty gave them to underftand, 
that a congrefs would fpeedily be opened at Aix-la- 
Chapelle, to concert the means for efteeSling a ge- 
neral pacification ; and reminded them that nothing 
would more conduce to the fuccefs of this negocia- 
tion than the vigour and unanimity of their pro- 
ceedings, He received, fuch addrelFes as the mi- 
nifters were pleafeU to dictate, , ' Oppolltion now lati- 
guiflicd at their feet. The Duke of Bedford was 

become 
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B O O K become a courtier, and in a little time a])pointed 

^ ti. Secretary of State, in the room of the Earl c f Chef- 

'"774^ tcrficld, who had lately executed that office, which 
he now refigned ; and the Earl of Sand\vich no 
longer harangued againft the ad minifl ration. This 
new Houle of Commons, in imitation of i:he libe- 
rality of their predeccflbrs, readily gratified all the 
requefls of the government. They voted forty 
thoufand fcamen, forty-nine thoufand lan i-forces, 
belides eleven thoufand five hundred marines ; the 
lublidies for the Queen of Hungary, the Czarina, 
the King of Sardinia, the Elcdors of Mf ntz and 
Bavaria, the Hcllians, and the Duke of IVolfen- 
bultlc : the fum of two hundred thirty-five ihoufand 
feven hundred and forty-nine pounds was granted 
to the provinces of New England, to re imburfe 
them for the expence of reducing Cape Breton ; 
five hundred thoufand pounds were given to his 
Majefiy for the vigorous profecution of the war; 
and about one hundred and fifty- two ihoufand 
jiounds to the Scottilh claimants in lieu of their 
jutifdiclion. The fupplies for the enfuing year fell* 
very little lliort of nine millions, of wiich the 
greater part was raifed on a loan by fuh'cription, 
chargeable on a new fubfidy of poundage exaiSled 
from all merchandize imported into Grca:-Britain. 
Immediately after the rebellion was fupprefled the 
Icgiflature had eftabliflied fome regulations in Scot- 
land, which were thought neceflary to prevent fuch 
commotions for the future. The Highlanc ers were 
dilarmed, and an aS. palled, for abolilh ng their 
peculiarity of garb, which was fuppofed to keep up 
party tlillinAions, to encourage their msrtial dif- 
pofition, and preferve the memory of the exploits 
achieved by their anceftors. In this feffion a bill 
was brought in to inforce the cxcOuiioti of that law, 
and palled with another a<?t for the more effeiSlual 
punillmicnt of high-treafon in the Highlands of 
BcoUand. The pradticc of infuring French and 
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Spanifb -(liips at London being deemed tlie folc CHAP, 
circumflance that prevented a total flagnation of v,Jp^ 
commerce in thofe countries, it was prohibited by 174^ 
law under fevere penalties ; and this flep of the 
Britifti Parliament accelerated the conclufion of the 
treaty. Several other prudent mcafures were taken 
in the courfe of this feflion, for the benefit of the 
publick j and among thefe we may reckon an aft 
for encouraging the nianufafture of indigo in the 
Britifh plantations of North-America ; an article 
for which Great-Britain ufed to pay two hundred 
thonfand pounds yearly to the fubjefts of France. 

The feflion was clofed on the thirteenth day of May, An. 174* 
when the King declared to both Houfes, that the 
preliminaries of a general peace were aftually figned 
at Aix-la-Chapelle lay the ininiflers of Great-Britain, 

France, and the United Provinces 5 and that the 
balls of this accommodation was a general reftitution 
of the conquefls which had been made during the 
war. Immediately nfter the prorogation of Parlia- 
ment his Majefty fet out for his German dominions, 
after having appointed a Regency to rule the realm, 
in his abfence. 

§ XXX. The articles might have been made 
much, lefs unfavourable to Great-Britain and her 
allies, had the rainifiry made a proper ufc of the 
treaty with the Czarina ; and if the Confederates had 
afted with more vigour and expedition in the be- 
ginning of the campaign. The Ruffian auxiliaries 
might have been tranfported by fca to Lubeck 
before the end of the preceding fummer, in their 
own gallies which had been laying ready for ufe 
fince the month of July. Had this expedient been 
ufed, the Ruffian troops would have joined the Con- 
federate army before tne conclufion of the laftjcam- 
paign. But this eafy and expeditious method of 
conveyance was rejefted for a march by land, of 
incredible length and difficuKy, which could not 
be begun before the month of January, nor accom- 
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r'o o K plillied till Miiilummer, The operations of the 
^ canip'iign had been concerted at the Higuc in 
I'/Cr J- by the relpe(fiive minifters of th : Allies, 

WHO rchdved to biing an army of one hundred and 
ninety tl.oufand men into the Netherlands, in order 
to compel the French to abandon the barri ;r which 
they had conquered. The towns of Holland be- 
came the feenes of tumult and infurrc£lic n. The 
])opu’iace j.kiijrlcred the farmers of the revenue, 
aboiilhed the taxes, and infiiltcd the raa^iftratesj 
lo that the Star s-Gcncral, feeing their co rntry on 
tlic brink of anarchy and conlulion, anthc rifecl the 
lYincc <if Orange to make ftich altcratiois as he 
fhoukl fee convenient. They prefented lini with 
a diploma, by which he was conllitutcd 1 eredittiry 
Stadtholdcr and Captain-General of Durcl: Brabant, 
Flanders, and the Upper quarter of Guddcrland; 
and the Eafi-India company appointed him diicdtor 
and Governor-General of their commerce i nd fcttle- 
ments in the Indies. Thus invefled with authority 
unknown to his anceflors, he exerted hin ifelf tvith 
equal induilty and diferetion in new noddling, 
augmenting and aflembling the troops o ‘ the Ke- 
publick. The Confederates knew that tne Count 
dc Saxe had a defign upon Maeftricht : th e Auftrian 
General Bathiani made repeated recnonf ranees to 
dhc Britifti miniflty, entreating them to ta Ice fpeedy 
cneafures for the prefen’-ation of that for trefs. He 
in the month of January propofed that the Duke 
■of Cumberland flnsuld crofs the lea, and < onftr with 
the Prince of Orange on this fubjed : he ihdertook, 
at the peril or bis head, to cover Mae; Iricht with 
feventy fhouland men, from all attac cs of the 
enemy : but his ruprefentations feemw to have 
tmde very little improlBon on thoCe to vhotn they 
wca* addrdied. The Duke of Cumbcrlai d did not 
dvpart ftom England till towards the h tter tnd of 
_ Febtmry \ jmrt of March was elsmfed, before' the 
fshm die Nor® with' the additiohal 
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(foops and artillery ; and the lad drafts from the c 
foot guaids were not embarked till the middle of 
Augud. 

§ XXXI. The different bodies of the confederate 
forces joined each other, and encamped in the 
neighbourhood of Ruremond, to the number of 
one hundred and ten thoufand men ; and the Frcnrh 
army inveflcd Macftricht, without oppolition on 
the third day of Apiil. The garrifon confided of 
Imperial and Dutch troops, under the conduct of 
the governour, Baron d'Aylva, who defended the 
place with extraordinary fkill and refolution. He 
annoyed the befiegers in repeated fallics : but they 
were determined to'fiirmount all oppofition, and 
profecuted their approaches with incredible ardour. 
They aflaultcd the covered way, and there eflecled 
a lodgement, after an obftinate difpute, in which 
they loft two thoufand of their belt troops : but, 
next day they were entirely cliflodged by the gal- 
lantry of the garrifon. Tbcfe hoftilties were fud- 
denly fufpended, in confequence of the preliminaries 
figned at Aix-la-Chapclle. The plenipotentiaries 
agreed, that, for ihe glory of his Chriftian Majefty’s 
arms, the town of Maeftricht fhould be furrendered 
to his General, on condition that it fhould be re- 
flored with all the magazines and artillery. He 
accordingly took poflcffion of it on the third day of 
May, when the garrifon marched out with all the 
honours of war : and a ceflation of arms immediately 
enfaed. By this time the Ruffian auxiliaries, to 
the number of ithivty-feven thoufand, commanded 
by Prince Repniti, had arrived in Moraviva, where 
they were reviewed fay their Imperial Majeflies ; then 
they proceeded to the confines of Franc onia, where 
they were ordered to lialt, after they had marched 
feven hundred miles fince the beginning of the year. 
The French King declared, that fhould they advattee 
bkber, be would demolifli the for^cations of 
Maefipcht and Bergen-op-Zoom, This difpute wa< 
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BOO K referred to the plenipotentiaries, who, in tjie bc- 
ginninw of Augull, concluded a conventio >, ini-, 
polling, that tlic Ruflian lioops fliould re urn to 
their own country ; and that the French King fliould 
dhhand an equal number of his forces. Thd leafon 
being far advanced, the Ruffians were provided 
with winter-quarters in Bohemia and hfbravia, 
where they continued till the fpring, w'hjn they 
marched back to Livonia. In the mean tim< feven- 
and-thirty thoufand French troops were wii hdrawn 
from Fianders into Picardy, and the two armies 
remained quici till the conclufion of the cllffiniiive 
treaty. The fuliiunlion of arms was proclijimed at 
London, and in all the capitals of the cor trat^ling 
powers ; ordeis W'crc font to the refpcclive ij.dmirals 
in did'erent parts of tlic world, to refrain from hofli- 
Vities i and a communication of trade and intelligence 
was again opened between the nations which had 
been at variattce. No material tranfadiioli dffiin- 
guiffied the campaign in Italy. The Friinch and 
Spaniflt troops who had joined the Genoefe in the 
territories of the republick, amounted to thirty 
thoufand men, under the dircclion of the bufte de 
liichciieu, who was fent from France to ail pme that 
command, on the death of the Duke de I oufflers ; 
while Maretchal de Belkifle, at the heat of fifty 
thoufand men, covered the weftern Rivieti, which 
was threatened with an invafion by forty thoufand 
Auibians and Piedmontefe, under General Leutrum. 
At the fame time (icncral Brown, with a (norc nu- 
merous army, prepared to re-enter the e^flern Ri- 
viera, and re-commcnce the fiege of Geioa, But 
thefe intended operations were prcventcdjby an ar- 
miffice, which took place as fuon as the helligerent 
powm had acceded to the preliminaries. 

i XXXII. In the Eatl-Indies, Rea-Admiral 
Bpicaweu iiodcrrook the fiege of Pondicber y, which, 
in the montli of Auguft, he blocked up Hy lia with, 
hia fquadron, and mvefied by land wiih, a fmall 
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army of four thoufand Europeans, and about two 
thoufiind natives of that country. He profccutcd 
the enterprife with great fpirit, and took, the fort of 
Area Coupan, at the diftance of three miles from 
the town : then he made his approaches to the place, 
againft which he opened batteries, while it was bom- 
barded and cannonaded by the fliipping. But the for- 
tifications were lb flroiig, the garrifon fo numerous, 
and the engineers of the enemy Inexpert in their 
profeffion, that he made very little progrefs, and 
luliained confiderahle damage. At length, his 
army being diminilbed by lickncfs, and the rainy 
fealbn approaching, he ordered the artillery and 
{lores to be re-embarked; and railing the fitgc on 
the lixth day of Odlober, returned to Fort St. David, 
after having loll about a thoufand men in this ex- 
pedition. in the fequel, fcveral fhipsof his fqua- 
dron, and above twelve hundred failors, pcrilliccl 
in a huriicane. The naval force of Great-Britain 
was more fuccefsful in the WeH-Indics. Kear- 
Admiral Knowles, with a fquadron of eight fliips, 
attacked Fort Louis, on the Ibuth fide of Hifji.'iniola, 
which after a warm adlion of three hours was fur- 
rendered on capitulation, and difraantlcd. Then 
he made an abortive attempt upon St. Jago de 
Cuba, and returned to Jamaica, extremely chagrined 
at bis difappointment, which he imputed to the 
mifeondud of Captain Dent, who was tried in 
England, by a Court-Martial, anti honourably ac- 
quitted. bn the fit (I day of Oclober, the fame 
Admiral cruifing in the neighboiuhood of the 
Havannah, with eight fliips cf the line, encountered 
a Spantfli fquadron of marly the lame ftrengtb, 
under the command of the Admirals llcggio anrl 
Spinola. The engagement begin between two and 
^hree o’clock in the afternoon, and continued with ■«. 
ipiervah till eight in the evening, when the enemy 
■trjtired to the llavannubj with the loEof twoftjipsj 
one of which ftruck to the J3riti?h Admiral, and the 

other 
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1 HW>K other was, two day’s after, fet on fire by her own 
romm-indcr, that file might not fall into the hands 
or the linglilh, Mr. Knowles taxed fome of his 
captains with mifbehaviour, and they recriminated 
on his condudl. On their return to England, a 
Court-Martial W'as the confequence of the mutual 
accufations. Thole who adhered to the Com .nander, 
and the others whom he impeached, were inflamed 
againfl each other with the mod rancorous refent- 
ment. 'J’he AcUniral himfclf did not efcape uncen- 
fured; two of hi 5 captains were reprimanded: but 
Captain Ilolnics, who had difplayed uncommon 
<’r:ura;>.‘; was honourninly acquitted. Their aniino- 
fitlcs uiJ not end nuh the Court-Martial. A blood- 
Icls encounter happened between the Admiral and 
Captain IWlelt ; hut Captain innes an.d Captain 
Clu'! inciting by appointment in Hyle-Paric 
with prftola, the former was mortally wounded, and 
di'. 1 UPT ‘■norning’ the latter was tried, and con- 
demn .i twr vnurdeu but indulged with his Majelley's 
pardon. No naval trf'iapfion of any coniequence 
lianpcned in tlie Euiopcais leas, during tbi; courfe 
of this fumi.tcr. In January, indeed, th; Mag- 
nanime, a Frenclnhip of the line, was taken in the 
channel by two Engllfii cruifers, after an obftinate 
enfagement: and the privateers took a confiderablc 
number of merchant fliips from the enemy. 

The flenipotentiaries ftill continued 
at Aix-la-Chapelle, difeufling all the articles of the 
definitive treaty, which was at length concluded and 
figned on the Icvemh day of Oiftober, It was 
founded on former treaties, which were now ex- 
|jrefsly confirmed,, from that of Weftphalk to the 
iafl concluded, at Londun and Vienna. The con- 
p agrcul. That all prifoners on each 
‘fitik riimlld he rnunially released, without ranfom 
and ah cor.q’u^u refloied j That the duchies of 
j^nm* Placentia ami Guaftalla, fhould be ceded 
to f&TB Infant Don Philip, and the 
' ^ he^hjr 
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heirs male of his body ; but in cafe of his afccnding Cil ar 
the throne of Spain, or of the Two Sicilies, or his 
dying without male-iffue, that they fliould revert to 
the [loufc of Aufliia; That the King of Great- 
Britain fliould, immediately after the ratiheation of 
this treaty, fend two perfons of rank and difiinflion, 
to refide in France, as hoftages, untd reftitution, 
fhould be made of Cape-Breton, and all the other 
conquefts which his Britannlck Majefly Ihould have 
atchieted in the Eaft or Weil-Indics, before or 
after the preliminaries were figned : That the afficnlo 
contrad, with the ariiclc of the annual fhip, fhoukl 
be confirmed for four years, during which the en- 
joyment of that privilege was fufpended fince the 
commencement of the prefent war ; tliat Dunkirk 
fhould remain fortified on the land fide, and towards 
the fca continuing on the footing of former treaties. 

All the contradling powers became guarantees to 
the King of Pruliia for the duchy ol Sdefia and 
the county of Glatz, as he at prefent polIeflTed them ; 
and they likewife engaged to fecure the Emprefs- 
Queen of Hungary and Bohemia in pofleffion of her 
hereditary dominions, according to the pragmatiefc 
fandlion. The other articles regulated the forms 
and times fixed for bis mutual reliitution, as well as 
for the termination of hoililities in different parts 
of the world. But the right of Englifli fubjects to 
navigate in the American feas, without being lubjcdl 
to fearch, was not once mentioned, though this 
claim was the original fource of the differences 
between Grcat-Briiain and Spain : nor were the 
limits of Acadia afeertained. This and all other 
difpuies were left to the difeuflion of commiflarics. 

We have already obferved, that after the troubles of 
the empire began, the war was no longer maintainedl 
On Britifh principles. It became a' continental 
contefi, and was profecuted on the fide of the 
^lUu without condudl, fpirir, or unanimity. In 
Netherlands they were ouinumbered and out- 
witted 



HISTORY OF KXGLAND. 


BOOK witted by the enemy. They never hazarded t, battle 
.. , wttliout fultaining a defeat. I'lieir va(larmi;s, paid 

I74&. by Great- Britainj ky inadlivc, and beheld oie fort- 
tieft reduced after another, until the whole :ountry 
w'as fubdued ; and as their Generals fought, their 
Plenipotentiaries negociated. At a time when their 
affairs began to wear the moft promifing afpedl, 
when the arrival of the Ruffian auxiliaries wot Id have 
fecured an undoubted fuperiority in the field ; when 
the Britifh fleets had trampled on the naval power of 
h'rance and Hjrain, intercepted their fupplies of trea- 
fure anti cut ofF all their refources of cocr merce ; 
the Britilh miuifters feemed to treat, without the 
lealt regard to the honour and advantage of their 
country. They left her moll valuable and r eceflary 
rights of trade unowned and undecided : they fub- 
feribedto the infolent demand of fending the nobles 
of the realm to grace the court, and adorn the 
triumphs of her enemy; and they tamely gave up 
her conquefis in North-America, of mon; confe- 
quence to her traffick than all the other dc minions 
' ror which the powers at war contended ; they gave 
up the important ifle of Cape-Breton, in exchange 
for a petty factory in the Eafl-Indies, belonging to 
a private company, whofe exiftence hsd been 
deemed prejudicial to the commonwealth. What 
then were the fruits which Britain reaped from this 
long and defperate war? A dreadful ex pence of 
blood and treafure*, difgrace upon difgiace, an 
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• SSuchan (•xpmUv war c<m!it not be maintained wii 
rxitaoidiniiry nvnion ot d (otiraii.mi.il iiCLontingl; 

thw Gnai-pthdut, >iiu the d.Mih t.t Kmj; Wiiliani, h, 
drrhw |it -witii mcnNt'*Hl »if;i)«r .ind |H!t'-<‘vcMiioe 

Ubeowme to tin. nnnt.tl pittrw.'i'.ion of Hade eMetiding 
rti on#in to iti 'Ci^f m oe ulhu, <tr to the eiicuur.i^ 
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additional load of grievous impolitions, and theciIAP. 
national debt accumulated to the enormous fura of ^ , 

eighty millions fterling i^niT 


sibly Increasing for these forty years : the yearly ineilium of woollen 
exports, from the year 1738 to 1743 inclusive, amounted to about 
three millions and a half, which was a yearly increase on the me- 
iliam, of five hundred thousand pounds above the medium from 1713 
to 17 :^ 4 . Fiom this article, the reader will conceive the prodigbus 
extent and importance of the Biitish commerce. 
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^ L '^HE peace of Aix-la-ChapcHc, howcverciiAP 
unllable or inglorious it might apjiearto i- 
tliofe fewwho underftood the intcrefts, and felt for 
the honour of their country, was peverthcleft not ' 
unwelcome to the nation in general. 'I’lte Britilh 
mitiiftry will always find it mote ditficuk to fatisfy 
the people at the end of a fuccdsful campaign, than 

at 
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BOO K at i he conrlufion of an unfortunate war. T\ 
Iii(h are iujjtatient of niifearnage and dilappoj 
and too apt to be iutoxiratcd with victory 
p‘'riod they were tited of the biirthenSj and 
the to which thc-y had been expoled 

ccH'.rfe of ft von tedious campaigns. They 
feted conlidcralilc lofies and interuption itt 
tide of cauinicrce, which was the fource 
lutiyrifd oijuknce and power: they knew 
iiect ll’inly be dogged with additional duties, 
maintenance of a etmtintntal war, and the 
of ibaipn lulilldiaiica ; and they drew 
pi 1 . bees of future liicccfs either fi\jm the co 
their allies, or tlie capacity of their covnr 
To a people inlluenccd hy tbefe confidcratio 
reiioration of a free trade, the refpile fre 
an.xicty and fui'penfe which the profecution 
never tails to engender, and the profpedf of 
deliverance from dilcouraging reflraint and 
five impofuions, tvere advantages that 
the bitter draft of a dithonourahle treaty, 
duct'd the majority of the nation to aquiefeje 
peace, not barely Hirhoiit murmuring, 
ttirh foir.e degree of i'atisfaiHion andapplaufe, 

^ 11. Immoiii itcly after the exchange of 
tions at Aix-la-Chapelle the armies were bro 
the Allies in the Netherlands with drew theitj 
pr^ijTiortions of troops; the Trench began 
ciiatf riaiider> : and the Englifti forces 
embarked for their own country. His 
Majcfry returned from his German domiii 
November, Iiaviag landed near Margate, 
alter a d.ujgerou.s jjalfage ; an<l on the twen 
of the fame iiumth he opened the felfton off 
meiit. By this tune the mifunderftanding 
the drft two pcrlonag.es of the Koyal Far 
been inert'afed by a frefh luccelfion of matlelr, 
Pfjpce of Wales had held a court of Stanr 
quality of Duke ot Cornwall ; and reviv 
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claims attaclicd to that dignity, which, had theycii a ? 
been admitted, wottld have greatly augmented his ^ ^ 

influence among the Cornitli boroughs. Thcfc 
eflbrts roufed the jealoufy of the Adiiiiniflracion, 
which had always confldered them as an inlcreft 
wholly dependent on the Crourn ; and, therefore, the 
pretenflons of his Koyal Highnefs were oppoled by 
the whole w'ciabl of the Miniflry. His adherents, 
refenting thefe noftilities as an injury to their Royal 
Mailer, immediately joined the remnant of the for- 
mer oppofition in Parliament, and refolved to coun- 
teraeft all the minificrial meafurcs that fljonhl fall 
tinder their cognizance j at leaft, they determined to 
leize every opportunity of thwarting the fervants of 
the Crown, in every feheme orpropoflil that had not 
an evident tendency to the advantage of the nation. 

I'his band of auxiliaries was headed by the Hail of 
E — t, Dr. Lee, and Mr. IST — t. The firft poilcflcd 
a fpecics of eloquence rather plaufiblc than power- 
ful '. he fpoke with fluency and fire : his fpiiit was 
bold and euterprifuig, his apprehenflon quick, and 
his repartee feverc. Dr. Lee was a man of extenlive 
erudition and irreproachable morals, p-articularly 
verfed in the civil law, w'hich he proiefled, and 
perfedlly well acquainted with the conliitution of liis 
country. Mr. N — t was an orator of middling abi- 
lities, who harangued upon all fubjciits indiferimi- 
nately, and fupplied with confidence what he wanted 
in capacity ; he had been at fome pains to fludy the 
bufinefs of the Houfe, as well as to underftand the 
machine of government ; and was tolerably well 
beard, as he generally fpoke with an appearance of 
good humour, and lur/arded every whimfic.tl idea, 
as it fofe in his imagination. But lord IJohng- 
broke is faid to have been the chief ffiring whicli, in 
feCTCt, aiduated the deliberations of the Prince’s 
court. That nobleman, feemingly tcqueficred from 
tlie tumults of a publicfc life, rcfided at Batrcrfea, 
where he was vifited like a laitRed (hrinc by all the 

diflingmflied 
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BOO K (VifungiiHlictl votaries of wit, eloquence, alpci politi- 
* ^ cal j'nbilion. There he was cultivated anijl admired 

17-11%. the elegance of his manneis, and the charms of 
liij tonverlation. The Prince’s curiority was firll 
c^tjuivated by his characlcr, aud his eilcerh was af- 
terwards fecured by thfe irrefiftible addrefs of that 
cxtraorrlinary perfonage, who continued in a regular 
jjrogtcifion to infinuate himfelf dill farther* and far- 
tlK’ into tlie good graces of his Royal Patron. 
I lo'v far the conduct of his Royal Highnefs was iii- 
ilii'.rccd by the prnatc advice of this nobfeinan we 
ihall not pietcnd to determine: bur, certain it is, 
the friend 1 of the minifiry propagated a report, that 
lie w.i, ihe dii'J.itoi of thofe meafures which the 
Piince adopted ; and that, under the fpetjious pre- 
text of attachment to the Utir Apparent of the 
Crown, he concealed his real aim, whicji was to 
perpetuate the breach in the Royal family. What- 
ever his fentiments arid motives might hajve been, 
thi'i was no other rh.in a revival of the old minifte- 
riai clamour, that a man cannot be well aljeiSed to 
the King, if he pretends to cenfure any njeafure of 
the adminirtration. | 

^ III. The weight which the oppofitiop derived 
from thefe new confederates in the Houfe (jif Com- 
mons was Itill greatly overbalanced by the power, 
iniluence, and ability that fuftained every miniRerial 

E rojedl. Mr. Pelham, w'ho chiefly managed the 
elm of affairs, was generally cfiecmed as a man of 
Uonefiy and candour, actuated by a fincer 4 love for 
bis country, though be had been educated in erro- 
neous principles ot government, and in focne mca- 
fnre obliged to pi^ecute a fatal fyftcm which 
dfcfccndeil to him by inheritance. At this time he 
niitnbcred Mr. Pitt among his fellow-mimllors, 
and was moreover hipported by naany other indi- 
viduah of tiifhoguifhcd abiUtiesj among whqm the 
ffrll place in point of genius, was due to Mh, M, 
wUo ftJCecuted flic oflice of Sollicitor-gencra 1 ?his 

gentleman. 
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gentleman, the fon of a noble family in North-Bri- cu AP. 
tain, had raifetl himfelf to great eminence at the I- 
bar, by a moft keen intuitive fpirit of apprehen- ''7^^487* 
fion, that feenied to, feize every objedl at firft ^ 
glance ; an innate fagacity, that faved the trouble 
of intenfe application ; and an irrefiftible dream of 
eloquence, that flowed pure and claflical; ftrong 
and copious, refledting, in the molt conlpicnous 
point of view, the fubjedls over which it rolled, 
and fweeping before it all the flime of formal hefi- 
tation, and all the entangling w'eeds of chicanery. 

Yet, the fervants ol the Crown were not lb impli- 
citly attached to the firfl. minifler as to acquiclce 
in all hid plans, and dedicate their time and talents 
to the fupport of every court- meafure indiferimi- 
natcly. 'I'hia was one material point in which 
Mr. Pelham deviated from the maxims of his pre- 
deccllfjr, who admitted of no . contradii'^ion from 
any of his adherents or fellmv-fcrvants, but infilled 
on facrificing their whole perception and faculties 
to his conduct and difpolal. That fordid de- 
ference to a minifler no longer charailerifed the 
I’ubordinate infirnments of the adminili ration. It 
was not nnufual to fee the great officers of the 
government divided in a parliamentary debate, 
and to hear the Secretary at War oppofing with 
great vehemence a claulc fuggefted by the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer. After all, if we coolly 
confidtr thofe arguments which have been bandied 
about, and retorted with fuch cagernefs and acri- 
mony in the Iloufe of Commons, and diveft them 
of thofe paflionate tropes and declamatory meta- 
phors which the fpirit ol oppbfition alone had pro- 
duced, we fliall find very little left for the fubjecl of 
difptjte, ahd fometimes be puzzled to difeovet any 
matjetial fource of difagreement. 

In the month of November his Majefty 
opened the fefliou of Tarli.ament with a fpeeeh, ac- 
quainting them. That the defi^iVe treaty of peace 

was 



^-40 


HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 


ollti 


ife 






BOOK was at length figned by all ibc parties con 
That he had made the mod eftedlual provil' 
fecuring the rights and interefts of his own ft: j 
and procured for his allies the beft conditions, 
in the prefent lituation of affairs, could be 
lie faid, he had found a general good difpo: 
all parties to bring the ncgociaiion to a hapj[ 
clufion ; and obferved, that we might prom' 
felvcs a long enjoyment of the bleflings of 
Pinally, after having remarked that times 
quilUty were the proper feafons for leffenin 
national debt, and (trengthening the kingdom 
futuie events he recommended to the Cc 
the impi'ovtment of the publick rcveni 
maintenance of a confiderable naval force, 
vancement of commerce, and the cultivation! 
arts of peace. This Ipeech, as ufual, was 
back by an addrefs to the throne from both 
containing general expreffions of thewarmeftj 
and gratitude to his Majcfly, and implyinj 
perfccl latisfaction and acquiefccnce in the 
of the treaty of Aix-la-Chapcllc. 

^ The members in the oppofition, ai 
to cufrom, ca\illcd at the nature of this 
They obfcrvtd, that the late pacification 
worft and mod inglorious of all the bad tre 
which the Englifn nation had ever fubferibe^ 
it was equally difgraceful, indefinite, and 
they faid, the Britifh navy had gained fucU a| 
dancy over the French at fea, that the 
their wealth were already choaked up t that t 
of Macftricht would have employed their 
the Low- Countries till the arrival of the " 
and that the accvflton of thelc auxiliaries woi 
thrown the fuperiority into the I'cale of tli 
They d'ld not tail to take notice, that the n 
portent and original obje<5t of the war was kf : 
pndecided i and dcmonftraujd the abfurdity 
promhingi ' in to make gocljd 
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engagements as liis Majcfiy h.id entered into with his rilA P. 
allies, before they knew what thofe engagements , 
were. In anfwcr to tbefe objedhons, the miniflers 
replied 'I hat the peace vras in iifelf, rather belter 
than t ould be rxpeelcd ; and that the fmalleft delay 
might have proved fatal to the liberties of Europe. 

They arilrmtd, that the Dutch were upon the point 
of concludin'' a neutrality, in confcqnence of winch 
their troops would have been withdrawn from the 
allied army ; and, in that cafe, even the addition of 
the Ruflian auxiliaries would not have rendered it a 
match f.ir the enemy. They allerted, that if the 
war had been prolonged another year, the niuional 
Cfedit of Grcat-Rritain muft have been entirely 
ruined, many of the publick funds having funic 
below par in the preceding feafon, fo that the mini- 
flry had begun to dofpair of feeing the money paid 
in on the new fubfeription. With rcfpec'^ to the re- 
floration of Cape-Breton, the limits of Nova-Scotia, 
and the right of navigating without fearch in tlio 
American leas, which right had been leftuncfta- 
blifhed in the treaty, they declared, that the firR 
was an unneccfliiry expence, of no confeqiience tq 
Great-Brliain 5 and that the other two were point$ 
in difpute, 10 be amicably fettled in private confe- 
rences by Coramifiaries duly authorized 5 bpt by 
no means articles to be eiiabldhed by a general 
treaty. 

^ VI. What the oppofition wanted in flrength, it 
yndeavouved to make up with fpirit and perfeve- 
ranee. Every minilleriai motion and meafure was 
canvalTcd, lifted, and decried with uncommon art 
and vivacity : but all this little availed againft the 
fiuglc article of fuperior numbers ; and accordingly 
this ,wa& the iburcc of certain triumph in all de- 
bates in which the fervants of the crown were unifed. 


The nation bad rcafon to expcbl an immediate ini- 
tigation in the article of annual expence, coulider- 
ing the number of troops atid>^pa of war which 
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BOOK hatl been reduced at the ratification of thetjrcaty; 

hut they were difagrceably undeceived in finding 
'^“^themlclves again loaded with very extraordinary 
* ' itnpolitions, for the payment of a vaft debt ' which 
government bad contraded in the courle of ttjie war, 
notwithfianding the incredible aids granted by Par- 
liament. The committee of fupply eftablifhqd four 
points of con li deration, in their deliberations con- 
cerning the fums neceflary to be raifed ; rtatnely, 
for fuliilhng the engagements which the Parliament 
had entered into with his Majcfty, and the fervices 
iin<U itaken for the fuccefs of the war ; for difebarging 
debts contrafted by government for makinh good 
deficiencies; and for defraying the current ejxpencc 
of tiic year. It appeared, that the nation owed 
foul aiid-forty ihoulaud pounds to the Kledor of 
Bavatia; above thirty thoufand to the Duke of 
Brunfwick ; the like fum to the Dandgrave of Hefle- 
Callel ! and near nine thoufand pounds to th j Elec- 
tor of Mentz. The Queen of Hungary clai|lned an 
arrear of one hundred thoufand pounds, l^he city 
of Glafgow, in Noith-Britain, prefented apjetition, 
praying to be reimburfed the turn of ten tpoufand 
pounds, extorted from that corporation by |the fon 
of the Pretender, durbg the rebellion. One hun- 
dred ami twelve thoufand pounds were owing to the 
forces in North- America and the liaft-Indifs j be- 
fides near half a million due on extraordin^ ex- 
pence incurred by the land forces in America|, Flan- 
ders, and North-Biitatn, by the office of Ordnance, 
and other fervices of the lalt year, to which Ihe par- 
hamentary provifion did not extend. The jreraain- 
ing debt of the Ordnance amounted to abeve two 
hundrtd and thirty thoufand pounds : but tnc navy- 
bills could not be difeharged tor lefs than fclur mil- 
lions. An addition two milbons three hundred 
and ft venty-four thoufand three hundred thir|y-three 
pounds fineen ffiillings and two pence was! alfore- 
ifuinsid for the ex^rpt fcrvicc of the year}. Ih a 
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word, tlie whole annual fupply exceeded eight mil-C II A F, 
lions fterling' — a fum at which the whole nation ex- ^ 
prelied equal afloniftiment and difguft. It was 
charged upon the duties on malt, mum, cyder, and 
perry, the land-tax at four fliillings in the pound, 
annuities on the finking-fund, an application of one 
million Horn that depofit, and the loan of tlie like 
fum to be charged on the firft aids of next felRon. 

The number of feamen was reduced to feventeen 
thoufand, and that of the land forces to eighteen 
thoufand eight hundred and fifty-feven, including 
guards aad garrifons. 

VII. Every article of expence, however, was 
warmly difputed by the anti-conriiers ; efpecially 
the demand of the Queen of Hungary, which was 
deemed unreafonably exorbitant and rapacious, con- 
•fidering the feas of blood which we had Hied, and 
the iminenfity of treafure we had exhanfted for her 
benefit: and furely the fubjei'ts of this nation bad 
fome reafon to complain of an indulgence of this 
nature, granted to a power which they had literally 
fnatched from the brink of niin — a power whole 
quarrel they had efpoufed with a degree of enthu- 
fiafm that did much more honour to their gallantry 
than to their diferetion — a power’ that kept aloof, 
with a flatelinefs of pride peculiar to herfelf and fa- 
mily ; and beheld her Britilh auxiliaries fighting her 
battles at their own expence ; while fhe fquandcred 
away, in the idle pageantry of barbarous magnifi- 
cence, thofe ample lublidies which they advanced in 
order to maintain her armies, and furnifii out her 
proportion of the war. The leaders of the oppofitioa 
negiedled no opportunity of embittering the triumphs 
of their adverfarics ; they inveighed againft the ex- 
travagance of granting fixteen thoufauo pounds for 
the pay of general and Half officers, during a peace 
that required no fuch eftabliffimcnt, efpecially at a 
junt^lure when the national imy^brances rcntlereil 
It abfolutely neceflary to praSiwIwery expedient of 

2 ceconomy. 
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BOOK ccconcmy. They even coiiibatcd the requefi of the 
^ (;,ty of Glafgow, to be indemnified for the e|!ctraor- 
diniiry exaiinonit underwent from the lebeh, though 
it appeared, from unquefiionable evirlcnoc, that 
thla extraordinary contnbuiion was exaried on ac- 
count of that city’s peculiar aita. i mtnt to tiie 
reigning family : tW it had always invaiialily ad- 
hered lo Revolution piinciples ; and, with pn un- 
equalled fpirit of loyalty and {-eal for the proteftant 
lucccllion, diftinguiflicd itfclf both in the Li,ft and 
preceding rel)clIion. 

§ Vlll. Bui the mod violent conleft arofc on cer- 
tain reoulations which the minillry wanted to efla- 
blilh in two bilh, relating to the lea and land fer\ ire. 
The tird, under the title of a bill for aiu|enclmg, 
explaining, and reducing into one acl of Padiament 
the laws relating to the navy, was calculate!;! lolely 
with a view of lubjeCfing half-pay ofTiceis jo mar- 
tial law — a dcfigft which not only furnifhed the 
oppofition with a plaufible handle for accufing the 
minifters, as intending to encroach upon the con- 
fiicution, in order to extend the influence, of the 
Crown j but alfo alanned the fea- officers to fuch a 
degree, that they alierabled to a confidtrable num- 
ber, with a >ifcw to deliberate vrpon the proper 
means of defending their piivilcges and hoerties 
from invafion, The rcfvdt of their confdtations 
was a petition to the Houle of Commons, fqbfcribed 
hy three Admirals and foity-feven Captains, not 
members qf Parliament, reprefcnimg, Thaqthe bill 
in agitatioo contained leveral claufea, tendii'^ to the 
injury aird dhhonour of all naval officers, i s well a^ 
to the detriracol of his Maiefly’s fervice ; and that 
the laws already in force hacf been always found 
effiti^ual for feeuring the Icrvice of officers Ion half* 
My upon the molt preffing occafions : they, there- 
KMPc, Imped, that they Ibould not be fubjpeied to 
new hapdffiips dilcoutagements t and bicggcd to 
hf heard by dwiaf/ljhafe}, before the coiiw,|)ittee of 
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tLc whole Iloufe, touching fuch parts of the bill as c IIAP. 
they apprehended would be injurious to themfelves , 
and the other officers of his Majefty’s navy. This itIJsT 
pention was prefentcd to the Honle by Sir John 
Non is, and the motion for its being read was le- 
conded by Sir Peter Wan'en, whole character was 
uiiivcrfally efleemod and beloved in the nation. 

I'liis meal'ure had like to have produced very ferious 
confcquences. Many commanders and fubalterna 
had repaired to the Admiralty, and threatened, iti 
plain terms, to throw up iheir commiflions in cale 
the bill fhoiild pafs intt»aJaw; and a general fer- 
ment was begun among all the lubordinale members 
of the navj'. A morion was made, That the peti- 
tioners, according to their requeft, fliould be heard 
by their counfel j and this propofal was flrongly 
urged by the rirft orators of the anti-miniiterial 
aflbeiation ; but the minifter, -confiding in his owti 
lirength, reinforced by the abilities of Mr. Pitt 
Mr. Lyttelton, and Mr. Fox the Secretary at War, 
firenuoufly oppofed the motion, which, upon a di- 
% ifion was thrown out by a great majority. The 
fcveral articles of the bill w'cre afterwards feparately 
debated with great warmth ; and though Mr. Pel- 
ham had, with the mofl difinterefled air of candour, 
repeatedly declared that he required nofuppott even 
from his own adherents, but that which might arife 
from rcafon unreftrained, and full contiiSlion, he, 
on this orcafion, reaped all the fruit from their zeal 
and attachment which could be expedted from the 
moft implicit complaifance. Some plaulihle amend- 
ments of the mod exceptionable claufes were offered, 
particularly of that which impofed an oath upon the 
members, of every court-martial, that they fliould 
not oh any account, difclole the opinions or tranf- 
atMibnsof any luch tribunal. This was confirt«ed 
as a fan^rion, under which any court-martial might 
co.mmit the moft flagrant injuftice and op- 

preflion, which even ParliiuNffi itlelf could not 

redrefs, 
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}J O 0 K redrefj, becaufe it would be impofllble to allcertain 
in. the trutlij eternally lealed up by this abfur4 ©bli- 
gation. Tlie amendment propofed was, tl;^at the 
' ' member of a court-martial might reveal the' tianf- 
at3ions and opinions of it, in all cafes wherein the 
courts of juftice, as the law now ftands, have a right 
to interfere, if required thereto by either Hqnfe of 
Parliament : a very rcafonable mitigation, |Which, 
howuer, was rejected by the majority. Nejreithe- 
kfs, the fufpicion of an intended encroachment had 
r.ufed fuch a clamour without doors, and diflufed 
the odium of this mtafurc fo generally, that the mi- 
niller ihouglu pioper to drop the projc(?led article of 
war, fiibjet'ting the reformed olHcers of the iiavy to 
the jurifdiftions of couits-maitial; and the bill be- 
ing alfo foftened in other particulars, during its 
paliiige through the Upper-Houfe, at length received 
the royal allent. 

§ IX. The flame which this aft bad Isfindled, 
was rather increafed than abated on the appearance 
of a new mutiny-bill replete with divers innovations, 
tending to augment the influence of tlie Crown, as 
well as the authority and power of a military ju- 
rifdiflion. All the articles of war eftablifhed fince 
the reign of Charles the fecond, were fubmitted to 
the infpeflion of the Commons ; and in thefe ap- 
peared a gradual fpirit of encroachment, alnjoft im- 
perceptibly deviating ftom the civil in(lituteS|iof the 
Jin^liih conftitution, towards the eftablifhmejnt of a 
jniUtary dominion. By this new bill a pow|er was 
veiled in any commander in Chief, to revlfe and 
correct any legal fcntenco of a court-martial, by 
which the members of fucli a court, corremonding 
wuh the nature of a civil jury, were renderejp abfo- 
lutcly ufolcfs, and the commander in a great mea- 
lure ahlolute ; for he had not only ilic power pf fum- 
mouing fueh officers as he might choofe fit on 
any tnal, a prerogative unknown to any civ|[ court 
of judicatwej bufcT^was alio at liberty td review 

“ and 
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and alter the fentence ; fo that a man was fubjcc'il to c n A. i*. 
two trials for the fame offence, and the commander , . 

in chief was judge both of the guilt and the punhh- 1748, 
ment. By the final clanfe of this bill, martial law 
was eKtended to all officers on half pay; and the 
fame arguments which had been urged againft this 
article in the navy bill, were now repeated and re- 
inforced with redoubled fervour. Many reafons were 
offered to prove that the half-pay was allotted as a 
recompence for pad fervice ; and the opponents of 
the bill affirmed, that fuch an article, by augment- 
ing the dependents of the Crown, might be very 
dangerous to the conflitution. On the other hand, 
the partifans of the miniflry aflerted, that the half- 
pay was granted as a retaining fee ; and that ori- 
ginally all thofe who enjoyed this indulgence were 
deemed to be in adtual fervice, confequcntly fub^ 
jedl to martial law. Mr. Pitt, who at this time 
exerdfed the office of Paymafter-General with a 
rigour of integrity unknowm to the moft dhinterefted 
of all his predecelibrs in that department, efpoufed 
the claufe in difpute, as a neceflary extenfion of mi- 
litary difcipline, which could never be attended with 
any bad confequence to the liberty of the nation. 

The remarks which he made on this occafion, im- 
plied an opinion that our liberties wholly exifted in 
dependence upon the diredion of thcSot'creign, and 
the virtue of the army. To that virtue (fakl he) 

" wc trull even at this hour, fmall as our army is— • 

“ to that virtue we mull have trufted, had this bill 
been modelled as its warmeft oppofers could have 
wilhed ; and without this virtue, mould the Lords, 

“ the Commons, and the People of England en- 
trench thcmlelves behind parchment up to the 
teeth, the fword will find a pallige to the vitals of 
" the confiitution.” All the t ifputed articles of the 
bill being fultained on the Ihoulders of a great ma- 
jority, it was conveyed to th e Up per IToiife, where 
it excited another violent confC^s^^^Upon the quef- 

tiort 
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Ji o 0 li tff'.n wliclhcr oiliccrs on half pay had not been fub- 
in, je^i Ui martial law, the judges were confultcd and 
dKided in their feniim^nts. The Farl of Bath de- 
clared his opinion, that n'artial law dsd not extend 
to reformed ofliters : and opened all the Unices of 
his ancient eloquence, lie admitted a cafe which 
was urged, of Icven officers on half-pay, who, being 
taken in adual rebellion at I’icflon, in the year 
1715, had been executed on the Ipot by mart al law, 
in confequence of the King’s exprefs order, He 
candidly owned, that he himfclf was Sccrc ary at 
War at' that period ; tliai he had approved of this 
order, and even tranfmittccl it to General (Jarpen- 
ur, who comm.uided at I'rcllon ; but now his opi- 
nion was entirely changed. Heobfervecl, that when 
the forementioned rebellion fiifl: broke oil:, the 
Houfc prcfenled an addrefs to the King, c efiring 
UU Msyefty would be plcafed to employ ull hjalf-pay 
officers, and gratify them with whole pay ; and, in- 
deed, all fiicn officers were voted on whole pxy, by 
the Houfe of Commons, They were afterwards 
apprifed of this vote, by an adveriifement in the 
Gazette, and ordered to hold tbemfelves in readi- 
nefs to repair to fucb places as ffiould be appointed j 
and tinally comownded to repair by fuch a day to 
thofe places, on pin of being ftruck off the half- 
pay lift. Tliefc precautions would have been un- 
neceflary, had they been deemed fubjed to martial 
law} and the penalty for non-obedience wo ,ild not 
have been merv.ly a privation of their penfions, but 
they would hive fallen imdcr the punifliment of 
death, as deferters from the fenice. His Lordfliip 
dUUnguifhtd, with great propriety and prscifion, 
between a fiep which had been precipitately tiken in 
a violent crilis, when the publick wits heated with 
apprelicufion and rtfentment, and a folcrin law 
concerted at leifure, during the moll ptofburd tran- 
quillity, Noiwithttanding the fpirited oppolltion of 
this nolileman, g n‘’ attempts to inlert ad iitional 

clauies, 
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claufes, the bill having undergone a few inconfider- cil AP. 
able amendments, pailed by a very confiderablc ^ ^ 

majority. _ 

\ X. Immediately after the mutiny-bill had pafled 
the Lower lloufcj another fmitlefs effort waa marie 
by the oppofition. The danger of a ftanding army, 
on whoie virtue the conflitution of Great-Biitam 
feemed to depend, did not fail to alarm the minds 
of many who were zealoufly attached to the liberties 
of their country, and gave birth to a fcheme, which, 
if executed, would have enabled the Icgiilaturc to 
cflablifh a militia that mull have anfwcred many 
national purpofes, and aAed as a a)nfl.iiutional bul- 
wark againlt the cxcelles and ambition of a military 
Handing force, under the immediate influence of 
government. The fdieme which palriolilm con- 
ceived, was, in all probability, adopted by party. A 
bill was brought in, limiting the time beyond which 
no foldier, or non-conimiffioned officer, fhould be 
ipompelleti to cont'nue in the fervice. Had this 
limitation taken place, fuch a rotation of foldiers 
would have enfued among the common people, that 
in a few years every pealant, labourer, and inferior 
iradeftaan in the kingdom would have underflood 
the exercUe of arms : and perhaps the people in ge- 
neral would have concluded that a flanding army 
was altogether tinnecefiary. A proJcfT: of this na- 
ture could not, for obvious rcafons, be agreeable to 
the adminiflration, and therefore the bill was ren- 
dered abortive ; for, after having been twice read, 
it was poftponcil from time to time, till the Parlia- 
ment was prorogued, and never appeared in the 
fequcl. Such were the chief fulijedls of debate be- 
tween the minidry and tlie oppolition, compoled, 
as we have already oblerved, of the Prince’s fer- 
vants anil the remains of the country party, this lafl 
being headed liy Lord Strange, Ion of the Earl of 
i)erby, and Sir Francis Daibwtipd ; the former, a 
nobleman of diilinguifhcd abiU.Qry^cen, penetrat- 
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BO OKingj eloquent, and fagacious; the other fn nk, fpi- 
ni. ritccl, and fenlible. 

'^48^ owned, however, for the ho- 

nour of the minlflry, that if they carried a few un- 
popular nieafures with a high hand, they feemed 
carncftly defirous of making amends to the nation, 
by promoting divers regulatiohs for the benefit and 
improvement of commerce, whiclt adualy took 
place in the enfuing feffion of Parliament, One of 
the principal objcdls of this nature which fell under 
their cognizance, was the trade to the coall of Guinea; 
a very important branch of trafhek, whether confi- 
dcred as a maket of Britilh manufadlures, or as 
the fource that lupplied the Englifh plantatiins with 
negroes. This was originally monopolifed by a 
joint-llock company, which had from time to time 
derived confiderable fums from the legiflature, for 
enabling them the better to fupport certain forts or 
cafUes on the coafl of Africa, to facilitate tlie com- 
merce and protc^ the merchants. In tht fequel, 
however, the exclufive privilege having been judged 
prejudicial to the national trade, the coafl was laid 
open to all Britilh fubje<Sls indifcriminately, on con- 
dition of their paying a certain duty toward! i defray- 
ing the expcnce of the forts and fadtoriei . This 
expedient did not anfwer the purpofes for which it 
had been contrived. The feparatc traders, inflead 
of receiving any benefit from the protediioii of the 
company, induttrioufly avoided their caftlct, as the 
receptacles of tyranny and oppreffion. The com- 
pany', whether from the mifeonduft or knavery of 
thetr diredtors, contra^edTuch a load of debts as 
their flock was unable to difeharge. They feemed 
to ncgledl the traffick, and allowed the caflles to 
decay. In a word, their credit being eshaufted, 
and their creditors mowing clamorous, they pre- 
Icnted a petition to die Houfe of Comme ns, dif- 
clofing their diflrefles, and imploring fiich £ HUlance 
as flrauW enab|cj'~^ii not only to pay thijir debts, 
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but alfo to maintain the forts in a defenlible condition, c II AP. 
I'lhs petition, recommended to the Houfe in a mef- , I- 
fage from his Majelly, was corroborated by another 1^4^ 
in behalf of the company’s creditors. Divers mer- 
chants of London, interefted in the trade of Africa 
and the Britifli plantations in America, petitioned 
the Houfe, that, as the African trade was of the ut- 
moft importance to the nation, and could not be 
fupported without forts and fettlemcnts, fome effec- 
tual means fhould be fpeedily taken for proteding 
and extending this valuable branch of commerce. 

A fourth was ofTeretl by the merchants of Liverpool, 
reprefenting that the fecurity and protedlion of the 
trade to Africa muft always principally depend upon 
his Majefly’s Ihips of war being properly llationecl 
on that coafl, and feafonably relieved ; and that fiich 
forts and fettlemcnts as might be judged necefiary 
for marks of fovereignty and pofleffion, would prove 
a nuifance and a burthen to the trade, fhould they 
remain in the hands of any joint-ftock company, 
whofe private intereft always had been, and ever 
would be, found incompatible with the intereft of ' 
the feparate and open trader. They therefore pray- 
ed, that tlie faid forts might either be taken into his 
Majefty’s immediate pofleffion, and fupported by 
the publick, or committed to the merchants trading 
on tnat coafl, in fuch a manner as the Houfe fhould 
judge expedient, without veiling in them any other 
advantage, or right to the commerce, but what fhould 
be common to all his Majefly’s fubjcdls. This 
remonftrance was fucceeded by another, to the fame 
clfetl, from the mafter, wardens, affiflants, and 
commonalty of the fociety of merchant adventurers 
within the city of Briftol. All thefe petitions were 
referred to a committee appointed to deliberate on 
this fubjecl ; who agreed to certain rcfolutions, im- 
plying* 'i’lntt the trade to Africa fhould be free and 
open } That the Britifli forts atijjUfttlcments on that 
coaft ought to be maintained, abiVptiit under proper 

dircciionj 
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IJ oo K dire^^ion ; and, Tha‘ in order to carry <m tir 4fri- 
^ , can Hade in the molt hetiefici*’ manner to thefe 

i;Ik all the Britifli rnhiedli trading lo Afiica 

llhjidd lie tinited in one o[<cn company, williont 
any joint itock, or power to trade as a corporation. 
A bill v’as iiunicdiattly fonr-de-l on tljcfe relolntirms, 
which alarmed the cumpans* lo fiich » degree, that 
tbfy had recourfe to another pctitiori, demonflrating 
their rif'lit \o the coall of Africa, and e>;[)refling 
their reliance on the jnflice of the Honfc, that they 
not be deprived of their prrrperfy witliout an 
.i<k(|tute crrnlidei.uton. In a few clays a ia and iid- 
drett W.IS otilrcd by their creditors, complaining ot 
the tompatij’., iniimanagemcnt, promiling to lur- 
rciidcr their right, as the wifdom of Parliament 
Jhuuld piefcrihe 5 praying that their debts might be 
enquired itrto 5 and tliat the cquivcalent to be granted 
for the Company's pnfleHions might be fbciircd and 
applied, in the firli place, for their berrefit. The 
Commons, in confequence of this petition, ordei'ed 
the Company to produce a lift or their debts, to- 
gether with a copy of their charter, and two remon- 
lirances, which their creditors had prefented to them 
before thi' application to Parliament. A committee 
fd' the ttliole Iloufe, having deliberated on thefe 
papeis and petitions, and heard the company by 
their couiifel, refolved to give them a reafonable 
«inpcniation for their charter, lands, forts, fcttle- 
tttenta, flares, and dFects, to be, in the firft place, 
applied towards the payment of their creditors. A 
bill being formed accoixiingly, pafled the Commons, 
and was conveyed to the Upper Houfe, where a 
great many oiijc^tions were ftartedj and for the 
preftnt u was tirofeped, until a more unexception* 
able plan fltould be com'crted. In the mean time 
thtif Lordihips addrdlcd his Majefly, I'hat the 
f .orris Cfirtlmtilioners for trade and plantations might 
he dkerited to prepsje a fehente on this fubje^l, to 
i»e littd before Houfes of I’Arlidtacnt'at the be- 
5 ginning 
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ginning of next feflion ; That inhant orders -fliould c n a P. 

be given for preferving and fccuiing the forts and ^ I- ^ 

fettlemcnts on the coall of Guinea belonging to 
Great-Bn^ain ; andj That proper pt rfona ihould be 
appointed to examine into the condition of tliofe 
forts, as well as of the military flores, and 

vertels belonging to the African company, fo as ten 
make a faithful report of thefe particular j, with all 
poflible e^edition. 

§ XII. The minifrry having profefFed an inclina- 
tion, and indeed fliown a dilpofition, to promote 
and extend the commerce of the kingdom, the 
Commons refblved to lake fome flops fureiicourag- 
ing the white tilhery along the northern coafl of tlic 
illand, which is an inexhanfliblc fourcc of wealth to 
our induftriotis neighbours the Dutch, who employ 
annually a great number of hands and velfcls in this 
br^anch of commerce. The fcnflble iiart of the Crt~ 
tiih people, ri.fleding on this fubjecl, plainly fore- 
law thata fllhfciy under due regiilations, iinclermU-u 
tvith the protection and encouragement of tlie Icgif- 
lature, would not only prove a fund of national 
riches, and a nurfery of feamen ; but Hkewife, in a 
great mcafure, prove I't any future infurrections in 
the Highlands of Scotland, by diffuflng a fpirit of 
induflry among the natives of that country, who 
finding it in tlicir power to become indepuKlent, on 
the fruits of their ownlabou'", would foon infrauchiic: 
thcmfolves from that fla’.ifh attichmcnt, bywhnlt 
they had been fo long conncckul v. itli tSisir landlord, 
and chieftains. Aciouhn^ly, a committee wis ap- 
pointed to delibciate on the flafc of the Biitilh 
iHhery; and upon tluii ripiat a bill \va, founded fpr 
encouraging the whale filhsry on the c«)afl of .Spitf- 
bergen, by a bounty of forty fhilhng'. per ton for 
every fhip equipped for that vuidei taking. Thu 
bill having made its way through lioth Houle i, and 
obtained tlie roj'al allent, the tufrchaius in ditlcrent 
parts of the kingdom, p.titlcuS^t]5Mp -BrUain, 

• btigaa 
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BOOK began to build and fit out ftiips of great burthen, 
peculiar firuiflure, for the purpofes of that 
fifiicry, which ever fince hath been carried c n with 
equal vigour and fuccefs. Divers merchants and 
traders of London having prefented to the Houfe 
of Commons a petition, reprefenting the t enefits 
that would accrue to the community from a 1 lerring 
and cod fifiicry, efiabliftied on proper principles, 
and carried on with Ikill and integrity, this remon- 
Itrancewas referred to a committee, uponwhafe le- 
I'ulutions a bill was fonned ; but, before this could 
be diRulfcd in the Iloufc, the Parliament W£,s pro- 
rogued, and of confcqucucc this mcafurc proved 
aboitive. 

^ Xlll. The next regulation propofecl in farour of 
trade, was that of laying open the commerce of 
Hudfon’s-Bay, in the moll northern parts of Ame- 
rica, where a fmall monopoly maintained a few 
forts and lettlements, and profecuted a very advan- 
tageous fur- trade with the Indians of that continent. 
It Was fuggellcd, that the company h;id loig ago 
enriched thcmfclves by ibeir exclufive privilege ; 
that they employed no more than four annual Ihips j 
that, contrary to an exprefs injun£lion in their charter, 
they difeouraged all attempts to difeover a north- 
weft paflcige to the Eaft-Indies ; that they dealt 
cruelly and perfidioufly with the poor Indis ns who 
never traded with them, except when compelled by 
neccfilty, fo that the beft part of tlie fur-irade had 
devolved to the enemies of Great-Britain ; and that 
tlicir exclufive patent reftrii'^ed to very narrow limits 
a branch of commerce, which might be cultivated 
to a prodigious exicnt, as well as to the infi tite ad- 
vantage of Circa t-Britain. Petitirms, that the trade 
of JrludfonVBay might be laid open, were pre- 
fented to the lioufe by the merchants of London, 
Cireac Yarmouth, and ‘Wolverhampton; and a 
committee was apptjintcd to deliberate upon this 
fubjetSl, Cbi thetrlwr liand, tiw company exerted 

themlelves 
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tbemfclves in petitions and private applications forcliAi*. 
tljcir own prclervation. The committee examined , 
many papers and records : and the report was taken 171^7 
into coniideration by the whole Houfe. Many 
evidences were interrogated, and elaborate fpceches 
made, on both fides of the quellion. At length a 
majority feeraed fatisfied that the traffick on the 
coall of Hudfon’s-Bay could not be preferved with- 
out forts and fettlements, which muft be maintained 
either by an exclurive company, or at the publick. 
expence ; and as this was not judged a proper 
jundlurc to encumber the nation with any charge of 
that kind, the derign of diflblving tite company was 
laid aiide till a more favourable opportunity. 

§ XIV. The government had during the war, 
found great ililhculty in preffing men for the fcrvice 
of the navy — a practice, which, however fandlioned 
by neceflity, is nevertheleft a flagrant encroachment 
on the liberty of the fubje£l, and a violent outrage 
againft the conftitution of Great-Britain. The mi- 
niflry, therefore, had employed fome of their agents 
to form a fcheme for retaining in time of peace, 
by means of a certain allowance, a number of fea- 
mcn, who Ihould be regiftered for the purpofe, and 
be ready to man a fquadron upon any emergency. 

Such a plan, properly regulated, would have been 
a great advantage to commerce, which is always 
diftrelled by the pradice of prefling feamen j and 
at the fame time, a great fecurity to the kingdom 
in dangerous conjundlures, when it may be neceflary 
to equip an armament at a minute's warning. The 
Houle of Commons being moved upon this fubjed, 
agreed to divers refolutions, as a foundation for the 
bill } but tiic members in the oppofltion afil’dling to 
reprefent this mealure in an odious light, as an 
imitation of the French method of regiflering fea- 
meo without tlieir own confent, Mr. Pelham drop- 
ped it, as an unpopular projed. 



HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 


256 

BOOK 

I/I. 

171a, 


^ XV. Infii.-rnation having been receivcjd, that 
the Pane li uucudcfl lo fettle the neutral illinds of 
St, faickj Domimcaj St. Vincent, and Tobago in 
the Well Indies, ih nation liacl taken the ilartn in 
the beginning of the year ; and a motion we s made 
in the llonfe of Commons to addrefs his Jd^ajedv, 
that he would be gracioufly plcafed to give cliretlions 
for laying befoie the Houle copies of the mu ruilitions 
given to the governors of Baibacloes for ten years 
lall p ift, fo far as they 1 elated to thefe neutraj illatids; 
but whether the mini'ftry was confdoiis of a ncgledt 
in this particular, or iliought fucb enquiries penched 
upon the pieiogath'e, he oppofed the motion with 
all his might s and after fome debate, the orevious 
qudtion palled in the negative. This was |iilfo the 
late of another motion made by the Earl ofjjil — tfor 
an addrefs, entreating his Majcfty would f ■ binit to 
the jnfpedion of the Houfe all the prooofals of 
peace that had been made by the French Xing fince 
the year which preceded the laft rebellion, to that 
in ivhich the dednitive treaty was concluded at Aix- 
la-Chapelle. This they propolcd as a previous ftep 
to the Parliament’s forming any opinion ccjnccrning 
the utility or necelSty of the peace which lad been 
eflabliflied. Violent debates enfued, m which the 
oppt^tion was as much excelled in oratory as out- 
numbered in votes. Such were the matciialtranf- 
aiilions of this feflion, which in the month of June 
Was clofcd as ufual wdth a lp'’erh from th^ throne ; 
in which his. Majefty fignilltd his hope, i:hat the 
Parliament, at their next meeting, tvould be able 
to perfe^l what they had now begun for advancing 
the trade and navigation of the kingdom. I U like- 
wife cxprdlcd his. latisfavlion at feeing pablick credit 
flourilh at the end of an expenlive w'ar ; ard recom- 
memlcd unanimity ai the Iwrell bulwark ol national 
fccunty 

§ XVI. White the miniflry, on fome occafions, 
e;&hih}tcd all ^external Sgns of model stion and 

good 
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good humour ; they, on others, raanifefted a fpirit chap* 
of jealoufy and rclentraent, which feeras to have I- 
been childifti and illiberal. Two or three young 
riotous fludents at Oxford, trained up in prejudice, 
and heated with intemperance, uttered fome expref- 
lions, over their cups, implying their attachment to 
the family of the Pretender. The report of this 
indiferetion was induftrioully circulated by certain 
worthlefs individuals, who, having no reliance on 
their own intrinlick merit, hoped to diftinguifli 
themfelves as the tools of party, and to obtain favour 
with the niinidry by ading as volunteers in the in- 
famous pradlice of information. Though neither 
their rank, age, nor connexions of the delin(^uents 
were fuch as ought to have attraded the notice of 
the publick, the Vice-Chancellor, heads of houfes 
and prodors of the univerfity, knowing the invi- 
dious fcrutiny to which their condud was fubjeded, 
thought proper to publifli a declaration, fignifying 
their abhorrence of all feditious pradices, their de- 
termined refolution to punilh all offenders to the 
utmoft feverity and rigour of the llatates j and con- 
taining peremptory orders for the regulation of the 
univerfity, Notwithllanding tbefe wife and falutary 
precautions, the three boys, who in the heat of their 
intoxication, had drunk the Pretender’s health, 
were taken into cullody by a raeflenger of State ; 
and two of them being tried in the court of King's 
Bench, and found guilty, were fentenced to walk 
^through the courts of Weftminller, with a fpecifi ca- 
tion their crime fixed to their foreheads ; to pay 
$ fine of five nobles each ; to be imprifoned for two 
years, and find iccuvity of their good behaviour 
for tlie^term of feven years after their enlargement. 

Many ^ople thought they few the proceedings of 
the -ftar-chamber revived^ in the feverity of this 
punifiiment. The adminiftration, not yet fetisfied 
with the vengeance which been take on thefe 
three firipplings, feemed deter^&sd to fligmati?sc 
von, HI. S 
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BOOK the univcrfity to vhich they belonged. "ilPhc cry of 

' Jacobitiftn was loudly trumijcied againft the whole 

community. The acldrcls of the univcfiity, congra- 
tulating his Majefly on the eftablifliment or the peace 
was rcjedled with difdain, and an attempt^ was made 
to fubjeA their ilatutes to the infpe<5lion of the 
King’s council ; but this lule, being argued in the 
court of KingVBench, was difmifled, in confe- 
quence of the opinions given by the judgesj. Finally, 
the fame tribunal granted an infortnation againll 
Dr. Purnel, the Vice-Chancellor, for his' behaviour 
in the cafe of the riotcis above* mentionedi ; but this 
was countermanded in the fcquel, his cpndudl ap- 
pearing unexceptionable upon a more copl and im- 
partial enquiry. ) 

^ XVIL In proportion as Oxford declined, her 
fiftcr oniveriSty rofc In the favour of theladojioiftm- 
tiOn, which uie at this period cultiratedJ by an ex- 
traordinary mark of compliance and littachment. 
The dignity of Chancellor of the univ|rfity being 
Tacated by the death of the Duke of Sojneilet, the 
nation in gencal feemed to think it would naturally 
devolve upon the Prince of Wales, as a compliment 
at all times due to that rank 5 but mote efpecially 
to the then heir apparent, who had eminpitly diftin- 
^ifbed himfelf by the virtues of a patriot and a 
ranee. He had evCn pleafed himfelf with the hope 
of tecew ing ihis mark of attachment from a feminary 
Rtf which ne entertained a particular regard. But 
the paling members, feeing no immediate profpeft 
of adHtUage in glorifying even a Prince, who was 
at variance ^ith the njiniftry, wifely prned their 
eyes upon the illufltioua chara<acr of |be Duke of 
Newcaftfo, whom they eledted withouf oppolitioa, 
and inftalled with grteat^ magnificeDca j learning, 
boetry, and el^ueacp, Joining their tpbris in ce- 
lehtatkig the Btining virtues and extraoqinary talents 
thHrir pteW pawn... 


% xvnr. 
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XVIII. Allliough oppofition lay gafping at the chap, 
feet of power in the I-Ioiife of Commons, ti\e people ^ , 
of England did not yet implicitly approve all the jyis. 
meafuies of the adminiliralion ; ami the dregs of 
fadiion, hill agitated iiy an internal ferment, threw 
up fome ineftbdtiial bubbles in different parts of the 
kingdom. Some of ihok who made no feciet of 
tliea* difafFedlion to the reigning family determined 
to manifeft their refentraent and contempt of cer- 
tain noblemen, and others, who were faid to have 
abandoned their ancient principles, and to have 
faciified their confciences to their inccreft. Many 
individuals, animated by the fumes of inebriation, 
now loudly extolled that caufe tvhich they durd not 
avow when it required iheii open ap])robation and 
affiflanccj and, though they induftiioufly avoided 
expofing their lives and fortunes to the chance of 
war in promoting their favourite intcreft when there 
was a polSbility of fuccefs, they betrayed no appre- 
henfion in celebrating the memory of its laft effort, 
amidft the tumult of a riot, and the clamours of 
intemperance. In the neighbourhood of Lichfield 
the fpoctfmen of the party ajipeared in the Highland 
tafte of variegated drapery ; and their zeal defeend- 
in^ to a very extraordinary exhibition of praiSical 
ridicule, they hunted, with hounds clothed m plaid, 
a fox drefied in a red uniform. Even the females 
at their affcmbly, and the gentlemen at the races, 
affedled to wear the checquered flufi' by which the 
Prince Pretender and hts followers had been diftin- 
ffuiflied. Divers noblemea on tlie courfe were in- 
tuited as apofiates; and one perfonage, of high 
rank, is faid to liave undergone a very difagreeeole 
fiilgellarion. 

I XIX. As the pubUck gcrferally fuffeis at the 
end of a war, by the fudden «lHhuflioii of a great 
of foUliers and feamen, who having con- 
traced a habit of idlencfs, and finding thennfehrtits 
without employment and the mftjms of rtibfifisnce» 

, s *1 
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BOOK engage in dcfperate courfes, and prey upcln the 
IIL community, it was judged expedient to prov de an 
opening, through which thefe unquiet fpirits might 
exhale without damage to the commonwealth, The 
moft natural was that of encouraging them to be- 
come members of a new colony in North-A [nerica, 
which, by being properly regulated, fup ported, 
and improved, might be the fource of great advan- 
tages to its mother country. Many difpuies had 
arifen between the fubjeSs of England and ! ?rance, 
concerning the limits of Nova-Scotia, wHch no 
treaty had as yet properly afeertained. A : brt had 
been raifed, and a garrifon maintained, by the 
King of Great-Britain, at a pait of this very country, 
called Annapolis-Royal, to over-awe the French 
neutrals fettled in the neighbourhood ; but this did 
not anfwcr the purpofe for which it was ij tended. 
Upon every rupture or difpute between he two 
crowfl?[, thefe planters, forgetting their neutrality, 
intrigued with the Indians, communicatee intelli- 
gence to their own countrymen, fettled at S John’s 
and Cape Breton, and did all the ill offices their 
hatred could fuggeft ^ainft the colonies and fubjedls 
of Great-Britiun, Afcbemc was mow foimed for 
making a new eftablilhment on the fame peninfula, 
which ffiould further confirm and extend the pro- 
perty and dominion of the Crown of Grei t- Britain 
m that large tradl of country, clear the unc ultivated 

f rounds confHtute communities, diffiife t le bene- 
t* (jrf population and agriculture, and imj rove the 
llfh^ of that coaft, whidh. might he rende: ed a new 
ibumti of wealth and commerce to Old England. 

parriculnrs of the plan being duly t onfidcred 
it was laid before his Majefly, who approv sd of the 
and referred tha execution of ie to the board 
M tund phmtarion^ oyer which the Earl of 
iiaUifox prefided- *IJbw nobleman, , ei dued by 
A^e'ww an excellent capadty, which had been 

cultivated, anioliated with 
liberal 
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liberal fcnliments, and fired with an eager fpirit of chap. 
patriotifm, adopted the plan with the mofl gene- ^ . 

rous ardour, and cherifhed the infent colony with 174^ 
paternal affedion. The commiffioners for trade 
and plantations immediately advertifed, under the 
fandion of his Majefty’s authority, That proper 
encouragement would be given to fuch of the 
officers and private men, lately difmifled from the 
land and fea fervice, as were willing to fettle with 
or without families, in the province of Nova-Scotia j 
That the fce-fimple, or perpetual property, of fifty 
acres of land fhould be granted to ever private 
foldier or feamen, free from the payment of any 
quit-rents or taxes, for the term of ten years ; 
at the expiration of which no perfon fhould nay 
more than one fliilling per annum for every nfty 
acres fo granted i That, over and above thefc fifty, 
each perfon fhould receive a grant of ten acres for 
every individual, including women and children, 
of which his family fhould confift: That further 
grants fhould be made to them as the number fhould 
increafe, and in proportion as they fhould roanifeft 
their abilities in agriculture: That every officer, 
under the rank of enfign in the land-fervice, or 
lieutenant in the navy, fhould be gratified with four- 
fcore acres on the fame conditions ; That two hun- 
dred acres fhould be beftowed upon enfigns, three 
hundred upon lieutenants, four hundred upon cap- 
tains, and fix hundred on every officer above that 
degree, with proportionable confiderations for the 
number and increafe of every femily ; That the lands 
fhould be parcelled out os foon as pollible after the 
artival of. the colonifls, and a civil government 
efiablifhed ; by virtue of which they ftiould enjoy 
all the liberties and privileges of Britifli fiibjeCls, 
with prUper fecurity and proteHion: That the 
fetrlers, wfth their families, fhould be conveyed to 
Nova-Scotia, and maintained for twelve months 
after their arrival at the expence "ihe government ; 

which 
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j^O OK which ^ho^tlcl alfo fupply ihem with arms aiid am- 
,munint>n, as far as fliould be judged necefby for 
their defence, with proper matcnals and utci)fils for 
clearing and cultivating their lands, eiedHnjJ babi- 
tatjonb, cxerching the fiftrrj-, and fuch otl jcr pnr- 
pofes as ftiould be judged neceilary for thi|ir fup- 
porf. 

^ XX. The Icbcmc was fo feaftble, and the en- 
couiagcmetit fo itniiiiig, iluu in a little tim t about 
four dun ifand advcntmeis, with their familie^, were 
entered, according to the direflions of theltoardof 
trade, who w tli,. lx {.inning of Mayfet ftl from 
Knglai.d, undei the couinund of Colonel CoinwdlUs, 
whom the Kiiig had nj pointed their govern ir, and 
toward'' tlie Utter end of June arrived at tile place 
of their dcftiii.ttion, which was the harbour lif 010- 
buifloii, on the fea-coaft of the peninfula.j about 
n 4 d,way between Cajie Caoccau and Capi Sable. 
It ij» doe of *ibe moft fecure and commodioui havens 
io tire whole world, and well fituatcd for the pllicry : 
yet the climate is cold, the foil batreu, tnd the 
whole country mered with woods of birch, fir, 
pine, and fome oalc, unfit for the purpofea of nmber 5 
but at the lame time extremely difficult to remove 
and e]|c:iipatc. Governor Cornwallis no fc mer ar- 
rived 'in this harbour than he was joined by two 
regiments of infantry from Cape Breton, and a^ 
eofT^sny of rangers from Annapolis. 'Ihen he 
Upon a fpot for the feitlemcnt, and employed 
nis people in clearing the ground for lay png the 
fmiddatiooe of a town; bur fome inconveniences 
heitig dilcovered in this lituation, he chofe another 
tn the northward, hard by the hatbour, on an eniy 
afcvnr, commanding a profped of the whols penin- 
Ittla, and well lujjptted with rivulcus of fi sfb and 
wbokloiiio Witter. Here he began to btdl 1 a town 
Utt a regular plan, to which be gave the name of 
HuHitax, in nonour af the nobleman who tad the 
' gtftsaeft ffiare iii'*'foundiiig the colony 1 anc before 

the 
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rhe approaclj of winter above three hundred com- chap. 
fortable wooden houfes were built, the whole fur- ^ ; 

rounded by a ilrong pallifadc. Tliis colony, how- 
ever, has by no means anfwered the fangnine ex- 
pedbtions of the projci^torsi for notwith landing 
the ardour vdth which the interefts of it were pro- 
moted by its noble patron, and the repeated indul- 
gence it has reaped from the bounty of the legifla- 
turc, the inhabitants have made little or no progrefs 
in agriculture ; the flhery is altogether negledled, 
and the fettlcraent entirely fubfms on the fums 
expended by tlie indivklnals of the army and navy, 
wbofe duty obliges them to rclidc in this part of 
^orth-Amorira. 

§ XXF. The chablifhment of fuch a powerful 
colony in Nova-Scotia, could not fail giving um- 
brage to the French in that neighbourhood, who, 
though they did not think proper to promulgate their 
jealoufy and difgufl, ncverthelcfs employed their 
emifliiries clandeftinely in ftimulating and exciting 
the Indians to harafs the colonifts with hoflilities, 
in fuch a manner as Ihould effedtualiy hinder them 
from extending their plantations, and perhaps induce 
them to abandon the leitlement. Nor was this the 
only part of America in which the French Court 
countenanced fuch perfidious practices. More than 
ever convinced of the importance of a confiderable 
navy, and an extenfive plantation trade, they not 
only exerted uncommon indufrry in re»cliablifliing 
their marine, which had fulFered fo feverely during 
the war ; but they refolved, if poflible, to extend 
their plantaiion-s, in the Weft-Indies, by fettling the 
neutral iftands, which we have already mentioned* 

In the beginning of the year the governor of Bar- 
badoes, having received intelligence that the French 
Iwd begun to fettle the Kland of Tobago, fent Cap- 
tain Tyrrel thither in a frigate, to learn the parti- 
culars. That oificcr found above three hundred 
men already landed, iecurcti by two batteries and 

two 
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fioo K v\hidi Hionlcl alfo fupply them with arms and am- 
nmnition, as far as fhoultl be judged xieceflary for 
then* defence, with pi opt r mateiub and utenlils for 
dc.itinj^ and culmating their lands, cieding habi- 
t..tionb, cicicding the fillKiy, and fiich other pur- 
poles as dioiild be judged iieoeflary for their lup- 
poTl. 

^ 5 i.y. TIk U lit me u.is fo feafible, and the en- 
touu«;,' I’-rnt io uniting, that in a little time about 
four thi ’ilaiul .ul.ci tuicis, with their families, wcic 
tntcrcu, act nidi g to thf dircdioiis of thebnaidof 
trade, nlio in ih. IwpnniJig of Mayfet fail bom 
Kngluiid, undt‘1 the roiiiiiuntl of Colonel Cornwallis, 
wlmiii il I (Cl ig ha<l ai pointed their governor, and 
to v,^idi th' letter end ot June arrived at the place 
of ilitir lUtiion, which was the Imibour of CIic- 
"utilon, ou thy fca-coall of the peninfula, about 
michv tj b tv'ecn Cape Canceau and Cape Sable. 
It is one of ihe mod lecure and commodious hasens 
in the whole woiKl, and well fituated lor the filhciy ; 
yet the chmate is cold, the foil baiixn, and the 
whole country covered w'lth woods of birch, hr, 
pine, and feme oak, unfit for the purpofes of timbei ; 
but at the fame time extremely difficult to remove 
and e^ttupate. Governor Coinwallis no fooner ar- 
ris cd m tills iiarbour than he was joined by two 
regiments of inlantry from Cape Breton, and a 
cmnpany of langers from Annapolis. Then he 
t)i»-chtd upon a tpot for the I’ettlemcnt, and employed 
lin people in dealing Uic ground for laying the 
frninaanous of a town ; but fotne iiiconvcmcnces 
h. ing ddfoverod in tins fituation, he chofc another 
to the m.uliuauh hard by the harbour, on an e.dy 
Ml ..‘It, cir>mm.uiduig a profped, of the whole p<niii- 
i‘ la. .t'ut tsvll lupphed with rivulets of frcfli and 
\ nuK^< .1 0 v,iTv,r. Here he began to build a tonii 
on a u pilar p!.ui, ro which he gave the name of 
II lih. I .. in honour of the nobleman who had the 
pi's., ltd! ihare iirtpujidmg the colony j and before 
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the approach of winter above three hundred com- chap. 
{unable wooden houfes were built, the whole fur- 
rounded by a flrong pallifadc. I’liis colony, how- 
ever, has Isy no means anfvvered the fanaiiine ex- 
pedlations of the projedon; for notwitnftanding 
the ardour with which the interefls of it were pro- 
moted by its noble patron, and the repeated indul- 
gence it has reaped from the bounty of the Icgifla- 
tiirc, the inhabitants have made little or no progrefs 
in agriculture : the (ilhery is altogether neglcdcd, 
and the fettlcmcnt entirely fubfiils on the fums 
expended by the individuals of the army and navy, 
vvhofe duly obliges them to refide in this part of 
Norih-America. 

§ XX r. The cdabliflimcnt of fucli a powerful 
colony in Nova-Seotia, could not fail giving um- 
brage to the French in that neighbourhood, who, 
though they did not think proper to promulgate their 
jealoufy and difgufi, neverthelefs employed their 
emiflaries clanclcftinely in flimulating and exciting 
the Indians to harafs the colonilts w'itli hoftilities, 
in fuch a manner as lliould effectually hinder them 
from extending their plantations, and perhaps induce 
them to abandon the foitleinent. Nor was this the 
only part of America in which the French Court 
countenanced fuch perfidious practices. AIoiu than 
ever convinced of the importance of a conlidcrablc 
navy, anil an extenlive planution trade, they not 
only exerted uncommon iuduftry in re-efiabh filing 
their marine, which had fuflert-d lo feverely during 
the war ; but they rcfolved, if polfible, to extend 
their plantations, in the Well-indies, by fettling the 
neutral iiUnds, which we have already mentioned. 

In the beginning of the year the governor of liar- 
hadoes, having received intelligence that the French 
luid begun to fettle the ifiand of Tobago, feut Cap- 
tain Tyrrcl thither in a frigate, to learn the parti- 
culars. That officer found above three hundred 
men already landed, fccurcU by two batteries and 

two 
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3BOO K two fliips of war, and in daily cxpetRiation of 'a fur- 
ther reinforcement from the Marquis de Cayln?, 
i74s 7 governor of Martinique ; who had publifhed an or- 
donnance, authoriling the fubjedts of the J^'rench 
King to fettle the ifland of Tobago, and propiiling 
to defend them from the attempts of all their ene- 
mies. This alTurance was in anfwcr to a proclama- 
tion ifllucd by Mr. Grenville, governor of ]Barba- 
docs, and lluck up in the different parts of the ifland, 
commanding all tlie inhabitants to remove, in thirty 
days, on pain of undergoing military execution. 
Captain Tyrrel, with a fpirit that became a Com- 
mander in the Britifli navy, gave the French officers 
to underhand, that his Moft Chrillian Majelly had 
no right to fettle the ifland, which was declarild neu- 
tral by treaties j and that, if they would nor defift 
he fhould be obliged to employ force in driving 
them from their new fettlement. Night coming on, 
and Mr. Tyrrel's fhip falling to leeward, the French 
Captains feifed that opportunity of failing to Mar- 
tinique 5 and next day the Englifh Commander re- 
turned to Barbadoes, having no power to commit 
hoftilitics. Thefe tidings, with a copy of the French 
governor’s ordonnance, were no fooner tranlftnitted 
to the miniftry than they difpatched a courieil to the 
Jinglidi Envoy at Paris, with diredlions to make re- 
prcleniation<« to the court of Verfaillcs on this fiib- 
je» t. The miniftry of France, knowing they were 
in no condition to fupport the confequences of an 
immediate rupture, aud underftanding how much 
the merchants, and people of Great-Britajin were 
alapitcd and incenfed at their attempts toi poflefs 
thefe iflands, thought proper to difown the proceed- 
ings of ^ the Marquis de Caylus, and to gjant the 
latisfadlion that was demanded, by fending pirn or- 
ders to nilcuntinuc the fettlement, and evacuate the 
jfland of Tobago. At the fame time, however, that 
the Court of Verfaillcs made this lacrificel for the 
fotwfVUoo of EngJ.and^ the Marquis de Pbyflenx» 

the 
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the French tninifler, obferved to the Englifh refi- CUAP 
(lent, that France was undoubtedly in poHeflion of ^ 
that ifland towards the middle of the kd century, 

He ought in candour to have added, that altiiough 
Louis XIV. made a conquefl of this ifland front 
the Hollanders, during his war with that Repubhck, 
it was reftorcd to them by the treaty of Nimeguen, 
and fince that time France could not have the lead; 
lhadow of a claim to number it among her fettle- 
ments. It was before this anfwer could be obtained 
from the court of Verfaillcs that the motion, of 
which we have already taken notice, was made in the 
Eloufeof Commons, relating to the fubjedt of the 
neutral iflands ; a motion dil'couraged by the Count, 
and defeated by the majority. 

^ XXII. The peace of Aix-k-Chapellc was cele- 
brated by fire-works, illuminations, and rejoicings, 
in which the Englifh, French, and Dutch feemccl to 
^ifplay a Ipirit of emulation, in point of tafte and 
magnificence; and, in all probability, thefe three 
Powers were lincerely pleafed at tiie collation of the 
war. England enjoyed a refpite from intolerable 
fupplies, exorbitant infurance, and interrupted com- 
merce ; Holland was delivered from the brink of a 
French invafion ; and France had obtained a breath- 
ing time for rc-cfiabli firing her naval power, for 
exerting thatfpirit of intrigue, by dint of which fhe 
hath often embroiled her neighbours, and for c.x.c- 
cuting plans of infenfible encroachment, which might 

i irove more advantageous than the progref's of open, 
roflilities. In the affair ofTobago the French King 
had manifeficd his inclinatiou to avoid immediate 
difputes with England ; and had exhibited another 
proof of the fame difjpofitioii in his behaviour to the 
Prince-Pretender, who had excited fuch a dangerous 
rebdlinn to the ifland of Grcat-Britain. 

^ XXIII. Among thofe Princes and Powers who 
excepted againll clificrent auricles of the treaty of 
Aix-la-Chapelle, the Chevaiier t^e St, George, fore- 

feeing 
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BO OK tint i')i oi ti'*„ Hv,in]H)te.iluuc3 v/C'uld \t 

^ (k. !j '.t.ii, onplu . J lu'> lo (]': ii ujj m 

pii6i)c!- j i.t u‘s n( .\i . Li-t 1' ijitllv, ; ,i p) :<,ii.uUon 
of vciy lirtlf. Ki \ ICC to • * \vhi. h ail rlio States 

of ChrilTUKltjfu UvtVvil IjO'v i j liat'o abandoned. So 
3r. Ic w , ih iiAcf ilofhi hniiiy coiilidsioc. tn this 

(onimdhi:^ Potter, agreed, 
whliot: ivicnc, lo a lil^rai inlcrtion of ihc fifth 
artidooi the qiuuliapk alliance; by v/hicli it was 
ibpuhl.i!, dial iieidiCi- tht rreUTder nor any of his 
<lc(tcii If.nts (hould be allowed to ivlicle within the 
Icnuoiic. belonp,ing to any of the fubiciilung par* 
ties. At ihc iame time the i'lenipoten lanes of 
l*'r.une pioiuif d to thofe of Great -Britti in, that 
Piince duties- f'ldwaid lliould be itnniediately 
obliged to ipiit the dominions of his Mol: Chrif- 
tijT fty. Notice of this agreement was ac- 
coiilintdr h*'*-’*' Ciniit of Veriaillt s lo the 

yoftiio Advcntrfci,' and a^. he. had tlcclaiccl le wotild 
n*ntu*ruin tobdl. , Monf. dcCouitcillo; ilicFrench 
Cii >y to til’ Cantons of Switicrlanci, was tliiedcd 
bj In* Si-ictcign to di'uiaud an afylum for Prince 
i'.d.. . I iti tiic niy of rrbourg. The Regency 
J>.,ui’ roriipPcfl in thij pairicuiar with the carnell 
rrqia *5 ot his Mod Chufiian Afajefty, Mi. Barnaby, 
til* Ri '.h Mimfior to the flelvciick Body, took 
thi .l.'.f-’.i, and j.i'Clantctl the Mapidiacy of Fribourg 
tsuhiiKmoiVir-ncc, cmuhcdiniuch term*, as gave 
offt ntc 10 »h.at and drew upon bun a Icvcrc 

,sni'."i. Ill V im Ita'l the French King exerted his 
I'th H >x : in p’ot u.ing this i’etrc.it for the young Pre- 
> nh“r. wlio, iHiiip, picded with repeated raedages 
to v'’'’di.>v", p''rli‘l'’d m rtfuhng lo quit the place, 
ns ‘.’hu'U he had ban lo corcTully invited by bis 
rtadir t' t King of inance, and where he faid that 
\to iir 'i had lolciiinly promiii-d, on the ivord of a 
Kirt , t Ik* wia.Id never forfoke him in his dd- 
JtcN, ii'M abandon the intcreft. of his family. Louis 
w.uiui^.'i htilc perjjhjcd «t this ohlliiiacy of Prince 

Edward. 
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JCtlward, wlilch was the more vciratious, as thatciiAl‘. 
youth appeared to be the darling of the Parilians ; ^ 

who not only admired him for his own accoraplirti- 

mcnesj and pitied him for his fufllrings, but alfo 
revered him, as a young hero lineally dcfccncled 
from their renowned Henry the I'^ourth. At length, 
the two Englifli noblemen arriving at Paris, as liof- 
lages for the performance of the treaty, and feeing 
him appear at all publick places of divcrlion, com- 
plained of this circumflance, as an inftilt to their 
Sovereign, and an infringement of the treaty fo 
lately concluded. Hic French King after fomc he- 
fitation between pun('^lilio and convenience, rcfolvcd 
to employ violence upon the perfon of this trouhlc- 
fome ilranger, finre milder remonll ranees hatl not 
been able to influence his condud : but this refolu- 
tion was not taken till the return of a courier whom 
•he difpatched to the Chevalier dc .St. George ; who, 
being thus informed of his fons deportment, wrote 
a letter to him, laying flrong injuntiions upon him, 
to yield to the neceflity of the times, and acqulctce 
witli a good grace in the iiipulations which his coufin 
of France had found it nccdlary to fubferibe, for 
the interefl of his realm. Edward, far from com- 
plying with this advice and injuntlion, fignified his 
rcfolution to remain in Paris ; and even declared, 
that he would pillol any man who fliould prefumc to 
ay violent hands on his perfon. In confequence of 
tliis bold declaration, an extraordinary council was 
held at Verfaillcs, when it was determined to arrefi: 
him without further delay, and the whole plan of 
this enterprise was finally adjufied. That fame 
evening, the Prince entering the narrow lane that 
katls to the Opera, the barrier was immediately fhiit, 
find the ferjeant of the guard called “To arms;” 
on which Monfiour dc Vauilrcnil, excnqit of the 
French guards, advancing to Edward, “Prince, (faid 
“ lie, ) I arred you in the Kings name, by virtue of 
this order.” At that infutnt the youth v'as fur- 

jou tided 
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BOO K louncicd by four grenadien, in order lo prevent any 
he might have done with a cafe of pocket- 
’nii, pidol^ which he ahva}'s earned about bin; and a 
guard ivas placed at all the avenues and doors of the 
Opera-houfe, left, any tumult Ihould ha’-e enfued 
among the populace. Thefe precautions being 
taken, Vaudrcuil, with an cfcort, condin^led the 
{irifoncr through the garden of the Palais-Royal to 
a houfe where the Duke dc Biron waited with a 
coach and liK to convey him to theCaftlsof Vin- 
cennes, whither be was immediately accompanied by 
a detachment from the legiment of Frencli guaids, 
under the command of that nobleman. He had not 
-.eraained abo\c three days in his conftncnient when 
he gave the 1 'rciich miniflry to iinderftanch that he 
would conferm himfelf to the King’s intentions; 
anti tvas immediately enlarged upon ghing his word 
and honour that he would, without delay, rstirefrom 
the dominions of France. Accordingly, he fet out 
in four days from Pontainblcau, attendee by three 
ofBcers who condueled him as far as Pont-Bauvo* 
fin OH the frontiers, wlicic they took the leave of 
him, and returned to Vcrfailles. He proceeded for 
‘ forae time in the road to Chamberri ; but foon re- 
turned into the French dominions, and, palling 
through Dauphinc, repaired to Avignon, where ha 
was received with extraordinaiy honour i by the 
Pope’s legate. In the mean time, his arrell excited 
grc-at murmurings at Riris ; the inhabitants blaming, 
without fcruplc, their King’s condudl in thu inftance, 
as a fcandalous breach of hofpitality, as well as a 
mean proof of condefcenlion to the King of Eng-- 
land ; and many fevere pafquinadcs, relating to this 
tranht^lion, were fixed up in the moft publick places 
of tliat metropolis, 

^ XXIV. Although peace was now re-elabliflied 
among the principal Powers of the continent, yot 
anmhjT ffonn feemgd ready to burft upon the 
nd''thvr.) parti of Ihitope, in a frcfii ruptuh between 

Rufiia 



GEORGE II. 


Ruffia. and Sweden. Whether the Czarina had ac- cir 
tually obtained information that the French fiidlion 
meditated fome revolution of government at Stoi.k- i 
holm, or flic wanted a pretence for annexing Fin- 
land to her empire ; certain it is, fhe affeiT.ed to ap- 
prehend that the Prince-fucceflbr of Sweden waited 
only for the deceafe of the reigning King, who wag 
very old and infirm, to change the form of govern- 
ment, and refume that abfolute authority which fume 
of the Monarchs, his predecefliirs had enjoyed. She 
leeracd to think that a Prince thus veiled with arbi- 
trary power, and guided by the councils of hVanve 
and PrulTia, with which Sweden had lately engaged 
in clofe alliance, might become a very troublefome 
and dangerous neighbour to her in the Baltick ; 
fhe, therefore, recruited her armies, repaired her 
fortifications, iilled her magazines, ordered a ftrong 
body of troops to advance towards the frontiers of 
Finland, ana declared in plain terms to the Court of 
Stockholm, Tliat if any fiep fliould be taken to alter 
the government, which fhe had bound horfclf by 
treaty to maintain, her troops fliould enter the icr - 
ritory of Sweden, and fhe would a(;t up to the fpirit 
of her engagements. The Swedilh minifiry, alarmed 
at thefe peremptory proceedings, had recourfe to 
their allies ; and, in the mean time, made repeated 
declarations to the Court of Peterfburgb, That there 
was no defign to make the Icaft innovation in the 
jiaturc of their eftablifhed government : but little or 
no regard being paid to thefe reprefentations, they 
began to put the kingdom in a pofiurc of defence ; 
and the old King gave the Czarina to underffanc^. 
That if, notwithllanding the fatisfadVion he had of- 
fered, her forces fhould pals the frontiers of Fin- 
land, he would confider their march as an hofiile 
invafion, and employ the means which God had put 
uihii power for the defence of his dominions. 

^ XXV, This declaration, all probability, did 
not produce fuch efieit as the interpofition of his 

3 PrufUan 
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iiOOK Pruflian Majeflj'j the moft enterpriziiig Prince of 
his time, at the head of one hundred and forty thou- 
fand of tile beft troops that Germany iiver trained. 
Perhaps he was not forry that the enip 'efs of Muf- 
covy furniflied him with a plaufible pretence for 
maintaining fuch a formidable army, af er the peace 
of Europe had been afeertained byafcirmal treaty, 
and all the furrounding States had diiiiinifhed the 
number of their forces. lie now wrote a letter to 
his undo the King of (Ircat-Britain, co aplaming of 
the infiilts and mt nact s which had bee i ollbrcd by 
the Czarina to bvtcdcn ; tlccl.tring, that he was bound 
by a deft nfive alliance, to whiuh iVance 1 ad acceded, 
to defcn<l the goi'tuuncnt at prclbnt c lablifhecl m 
Sweden ; and that he wouhl not lit flillj and tamely 
fee that kingdom atiackcil by any powci' whatloever 
without abliug up to his engagements : ac therefore 
entreated his britaunick Majefty to iinerpofe his 
good olFices, in conjunction with Pranijie and him, 
to compromife the difputcs which threatened to em- 
broil the northern parts of Europe, Ily this time 
the Ruffian army had approached thi frontiers of 
1’inl.tnd ; the Swedes had alftmblcd the r troops, re- 
pleniftied their magazines, and repaired t leir marine ; 
and the King of Denmark, jealous of lie Czarina’s 
defigns with regard to the dachy of Slefi/ick, which 
was contefted with him by the Prince fucceffbr of 
Kufiia, kept his army and navy on tlie moft rc- 
ipedlabJe footing. At this critical jiindhire the 
Courts of London, Vcrfaiiles, andCcrlin co-operated 
Ib effectually by remonth-ances and dctlarations at 
Pctcrlburgh and Stockholm, that the Emprefs of 
Huffia thought proper to own herfelf litislied, and 
all thofe clouds of trouble were immediately dif- 
jjedl’d. Yet, in all probability, her r;al aim was 
difixppoimed 1 and, however Ihc might tillerable her 
fentimertts, (he never heartily forgave : he Ki^of 
Fruffit for the fhare hs; had inthlstranfiu! ipn, liiat 
Monarch, vritUouc relaxing in his al;teii|tion to die 

fnpport 
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fuppoit of ti veiy foniU(l.!bIo t .iliiai ,• po'ivr, tn^Cif n \ 
very cxtraoni’nary cndi. ivoTir? in < nltn -iiinC', \ 'is* ci\ il ^ 
intcreffs of his ajuntryf. lie uf'-.i-i'd iiiv; KutS Lyf TfiT* 
Rrandenhiirph, dful K-fccul iJ.o "ilm'fihh.iJioii of 
juftice irojn itie fiundj of chicaiKiy. i encou- 
raged the arts of agricuimic aiid mauiiLi-liiiv ; and 
even laid »he fonndatum of naval commerce, by 
eftablifliing an ilad-Indu company in »hc port of 
Embden. 

§ XXVI, Nor did the French miniftry ncgl':i',l 
any meafure that inij.,ht contribnie <o repair the da- 
mage which the kingdom hadfuliained in the i-omii; 
of the war. One half of the army was dilhandvd: 
the fevere impofition of the tenth penny was Juf- 
pended Iry the King’s Ctii61 : a febeme of «'( onoiuy 
was propoftd, vvitli rcfperl lo the hnanccs 5 and tin; 
otntofl diligence ufed in proenring mauriah., as well 
as workmen, for Ihip-building, that the navy of 
Erance might fpcedily retrieve its foimir impor- 
tance. In the midfl of thefe truly patiiotick 
Ichemes, the Court of Verfailles betrayeil a littlcnefs 
of genius, and fpirit cf tyrann) . joined to fana- 
ticifm, in quarrelling with their Parliament about 
I'uperftitious forms of religion. The facranicnts bail 
been denied to a certain peribn on his death bed, 
becaufe he refufed to fubfenbe to the bull Unige- 
nitus. The nephew of the defundl preferred a com- 
plaint to the i?arliament, whofe proviiu c it was to 
take cognizance of the affiiir ; a depntarion of th.it 
body attended the King with the report uf tiiercfe- 
lutions ; and his Majeily commanded them to liifp^ial 
all proceedings relating to a matter of fr.ch confe- 
qiteuce, concerning which he would Lak .* an oppor- 
tunity of lignifying his ro)Ml pk-afurc. This inter* 
pofitiou was the fource of difputts bt tween the 
Crown and Parliament, svbtrh had like to hasx dlled 
the whole kingdom uith iutclline troubles. 

§ XXMf. M Vicuna the F,mprefs-Q*icen um? 
not more foUicitous in promoting the traJv and in- 
5 'Eill-l 
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tv.mal manufacturcsi of her dominions, by fumptuaiy 
regulations, neccflaiy rcftriilions on foirgn fiipcr- 
{luities, by opening her ports in the Adriatick, and 
giving proper encouragement to commerce, than flie 
was careful and provident in reforming the ceconomy 
of her finances, maintaining a refpedlablii body of 
forces, and guarding, by defenfive alliances, againft 
the enterprizes of his Prulfian Majefty, on whofc 
military power flie looked with jealoufy and diflruft. 
In Holland, all the authority and inlluer ce of the 
Stadtholdcr were fcarcely foflicicnl to allay the fer- 
ments excited among the people, by the provillonal 
taxation whicli liad luccceded the abolition of the 
patchiers, and was indeed very grievous to thefub- 
je( t. As this was no more than a temporary expe- 
dient, the lYmce of Orange propofed a more equi- 
table plan, which was approved by the Skates, and 
eilablUhcd with great difficulty. In Italy the fyftera 
of politicks feemed to change its complexion. The 
King of Sardinia effeifted a match between one of 
the Infantas of Spain and the Prince of 1 Piedmont; 
and whether irritated by the condud of tb ; Auftrians 
intheUftwar, or apprehenfive of fuch £, powerful 
neighbour m the Milanefe, he engager with the 
Kings of France and Spain in a defenfive alliance, 
comprehending tlie King of the Two Sicilies, the 
Ilepubhck of Genoa, and the Dukes of R'fodena and 
Varma. His Moll Catholick Majefty, fiiicerely dif- 
pofed to cultivate the arts of peace, and encourage 
every nic.afure that could contribute to the advantage 
of his country, was no fooner relcafed from the em- 
ban ailments of war, than he began to execute plans 
of internal ccconomyi to reduce unnec sflary pen- 
fions, difchaigc the debts contraded in the war, rc- 
pLnhh his arfciuli, augment his nay*, promote 
manufartures, and cncouiage an adive commerce 
by lea, t!w benefits of which the kingdom of Spain 
had not known tince the firil diicovery ar d conqueft 
of lUe Wetv-Indies. 

" ^XXVIII. 
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^ XXVIII. The preparations for refitting and c II 
increafing the navy of Spain were carried on with ^ 
fuch extraordinary vigour, that other nations believ- j) 
ed an expedition was intended againft the corfairs of 
Algiers, who had for fome time grievoufly infefled 
the trade and coafis of the Mediterranean. The 
exiftence of this and other predatory repiiblicks, 
which entirely fubfift upon piracy and rapine, petty 
Stales of barbarous ruffians, mintained as it were 
in the midft of powerful nations, which they infuir 
with impunity, and of which they even cxadl an 
annual contribution, is a flagrant reproach upon 
Chriftendom; a reproach the greater, as it isfoundcfl 
upon a low, felfifli, illiberal maxim of policy. All 
the Powers that border on the Meditcrrartean, ex- 
cept France and Tufeany, arc at perpetual War with 
the Moors of fiarbary, and for that reafbn obliged 
to employ foreign Ihipsfor the traniportation of tlieir 
mercliandize. This employment naturally devolves 
to thofe nations, whofc veflels are in no danger from 
the depredations of the barbarians ; namely, the I’ub- 
jedls of the Maritime Powers, who for this puny 
advantage, not only tolerate the piratical States of 
Barba^, but even fupply them with arms and am- 
munition, folicic their paflea, and purchafe their 
forbearance with annual prefents, which are, in in ef- 
fedl equivalent to a tribute ; whereas, by one vigo- 
rous exertion of their potver, they might deflroy all 
their Ihips, lay their towns in afhes, and totally ex- 
tirpate thofe pernicious broods of defperate banditti. 
Even all the condefcenfion of thofe who difgrace 
thcmfelves with the title of allies to thefe raifcrcants 
is not always fuliicient to reft rain them from adls of 
cruelty and rapine. At this very period four cruizers 
from Algiers, made a capture of an Knglifh packet - 
boat, in her voyage from Lifbon, and conveyed her 
to their city, where fbe was plundered of money 
and cffedls to the amount of one hundred thoufimd 
pounds, and afterwards difnufled. In confequence 
vox. III. T of 
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BOOKoftUu outragCj Commodore Iveppcl was fent with 
in. feven lliips uf war to demand latisfa£lion, as well as 
to conipromifc certain differences which had arifen 
on account of arrears cUimeri of the Engliflt by the 
JDey of Algiers. The MufTulnian frankly ov\ncd, 
tliat the money having been divided among the cap- 
tors could not poffib^ly be refunded. The Com- 
modoie returned to Gibraltar; and in the fequel, 
an Algerine Ambafliidor arrived in London, with 
fonie prefents of wild bcalls for his Britannick Ma- 
jelly. This tranfa<5ion was fucceedccl by anorlier 
injurious affront offered by the Governor or Alcaytle 
ofTetuiin to Mr. Latron, an Englifh Amballador, 
fcni thither to redeem the Britiflt fubjcdls, who had 
been many years enflaved in the dominions of the 
King of Morocco. A revolution having lately hap- 
pened in this empire, Mulcy Abdallah, the reigning 
ruffian, infilled upon the Ambaflador’s paying a pre- 
tended balance for the ranfom of the captives, as 
well as depofiting a confiderable fum, which hart al- 
ready been paid to a deceafed BafhaW 5 alledging, 
that as he (the Emperor) received no part of it, the 
payment was illegal. Mr. Latton refufing to com- 
ply with this arbitrary demand, his houfe was fur- 
rounded by a detachment of foldicrs, who violently 
dragged his fecretary from his prefence, and threw 
him into a difmal lubtcrranean dungeon, where he 
ermtinued twenty days. The Englifh flaves, to the 
number of twenty- feven, where condemned to the 
lame fate ; the Ambafiador himfelf was degraded 
from Ins charaGer, deprived of his allowance, and 
ll’queflcrcil from all communication. All the letters 
<lirech'd to him were intercepted, and interpreted to 
the Alcayde : two negro porters were intruftetl with 
the keys of all his apartments, and a couple of foi- 
dicrs pollt'd at his chamber-door ; nay, this Moorilli 
tlocernur theatened to lo;wl him with irons, and vio- 
lently Iti/.ed part of the prefent defigned by his 
Britannick Mqicffy for the Emperor. At length, 

finding 
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/itiding that neither Mr. Latton nor tlie Covernor of chav. . 
Cihraltar, to whom he had wriiicii, would depofit , 
the moncy,h.ithoiit frelb inflrLKtions from the Court 174^7*^ 
of London, the barbarian thought projjcr to relax 
in his feveriry : the prisoners were enlarged, the re- 
llri£tions removed irom the perl’on of the Ambalfi- 
dor, and, after all tlicft* imlignitica oflered to the 
honour of the Britifh nation, the balance was paid, 
and the affair quietly adjurted. 

^ XXIX. Britain, in the mean while, was altoge- 
ther barren of events which might deferve a place 
in a general hiHory. Commerce and tnauufatlure 
liourifhed again, to fuch a tlcgrce of incrcale as had 
nev'er been known in the ifland : but this advantage 
was attended with an irrcliltiblc tide of luxury anti 
cxcefs, which flowed through all degrees of the 
people, breaking down all the mounds of civil 
policy, anti opening a way for licence and immo- 
rality. The highways were infcftetl with rapine and 
allaflination 5 the cities teemed with the brutal vota- 
ries of Icwdnefs, intemperance, and profligacy. 

The whole land was overfpread with a fucceflion of 
tumult, riot, and infurrecHon, excited in different 
parts of the kingdom by the erctftion of new turn- 
pikes, which the legiilature judged ncceflary for the 
convenience of inland caniage. In order to quell 
tlicfe diftuvbanccs, recourfe was had to the military 
power ; feveral individuals were fltun, and fome 
were executed as examples. 

^ XXX. In the month of November the fellion 
of Parliament was opened with a fpcech from the 
throne, in which his Majefty cxprelfed a particular 
plcafure in meeting them at a time when the perfeiT 
rc-eltablifhment of a general pe.ace had reftored to 
his ])eople the blellings of quiet and tranquillity. 

He faid, the good cffcbls of thefe already appeared 
in the llourifiiing condition of national commerce, 
and in the rife of p'ublick credit, which were the foun- 
dations of ilrcogtli and profpeiiiy to tbefe kingdoms. 

T V ' He 
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BOr)K lie deckrccl, That, during the 'fummei, lie had 
every oport unity of cementing and fccuring 
i 74^ the peace; That it \\'as his firm refolution to do 
every thing in his power for the prefervaiion of it, 
and rcligioully adhere to tlie engagements info 
which he had entered. Finally, he took notice of 
the good difpofition he had found in the «ither con- 
tracting parties in the treaty of Aix-la-Cliapcllc to 
chcrilh the publick tranquillity of Europe ; and he 
carncftly recommended to the two Houfes the 
maintenance of a ftrong naval power, as th ? bulwark 
of national fecurlty. 

i XXXI. When the motion was made for an 
adurefs of thanks in the Iloufe of Gomnions, the 
firft paragraph of his Majefty’s fpceeb furr iflied the 
oppofition with a handle to declaim again!; the late 
treaty. Sir John Hyodc Cotton obfervod, That 
the peace could not be properly filled complete, as 
nothing had been flipulated with refpc<!l to the 
article of “no fearch f* alluding to the in:erruption 
our commerce had fu^ined from the Spiniards in 
the Wefl-Indies : aftipulation, without which both 
Houfes of Parliament had formerly voted ;hat there 
fhould be no peace with that kingdom. In the 
An. ir4r.prefcnt conjumSlurc of affairs, fuch an objeClion 
I’avonred rather of parly than of patriot ifm ; and 
indeed Sir John declared, that the remarks he made 
upon the occafionwere rather in difeharge of the 
duty he owed to his country, than in hope of feeing 
his femiraents efpoufed hy the Majorit}^. Some 
Iharp altercation was ufed in the debate wliiqharole 
on this fubjeeV ; and many fevere inveCllves were 
levelled at tbofe who negociaicd, as well as at thofe 
who approved and confirmed the treaty. But Mr. 
Pelham who fuftained the whole weight of the 
debate on the fide of Adminiftration, anwered every 
ohjeClion with equal candour and ability j and if he 
iailcd in proving tli&t the terms of peace were as 
favottYable as could be cxpefled, confide ring the 
9 ’ un fortunate 
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iinfi>ri-unate events of the war, and the fitiiation of C ii t p. 
the contending powers ; he at kafl deraonfirated, ^ , 

that it would be the intcreft of the kingdom to 17^ 
acquiefee for the prefent in the treaty which had 
been concluded, and endeavour to remedy its im- 
pcrfedlions by fuhfequent conventions, amicably 
opened among thole powers between whom any 
caufe of dlfpute remained. With refped to the vote 
of both Hoitfes, mentioned by Sir John Ilynde 
Cotton, he declared that he had never approved of 
that liep, when it was firll taken ; or, if he had, 
times and circumftanccs, which could not be forc- 
feen, would have jultified his deviaiing from it in 
the re-eflablifliment of peace, ile reminded them, 
that a Parliament of Orcat-Biitain had once voted 
** no peace while any part of the Weft- Indies (hould 
remain in poffeffion of the Spanifli King yet a 
train of incidents, which they could not polhldv 
forefte, aftesward^i rendered it expedient to adopt 
a peace, without infilling upon the accomplilhment 
of that condition. In a word, we muft own, that, 
in the majority of debates excited in the courfe of 
this feflion, the miniflry derived their trumphs from 
the force of rcafon, as well as from the weight of 
intiuence. Wc (hall always, however, except the 
efforts that were made for reducing the number of 
land-forces to fifteen thoufand, and maintaining a 
greater number of feamen than the minifiry pro- 
pofed. On thefe conflitutional points the I^rl of 
Egmont, and the other chiefs of the oppofition, ex- 
patiated with all the energy of eloquence ; which, 
however, ivas frufirated by the power of fuperior 
numbers. Ten thoufand feamen were voted for 
the fcrvice of the enfuing year, notwithflanding bis 
Majefty’s injunction to maintain a conliderable 
navvj and the* aiunber of lind-forccs was continued 
at eighteen thoufand eight hundred and fifty-feven. 

The fums granted for making good his Uvlajefty’s 
engagements with the Electors 'of 'Davaria and 

ISIentz, 
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ays 

nooiv Mcnfz, and the Duke of Biunfwick Wolfenbuliei, 

, ^ tunounitd to fifry-tliac tliouljnd two Imndad and 

tv\cnu h\c potmih Uerhnp,. 'The leivce' done by 
the colonicB in !Noith-Aiiieiica, flining the war, 
WK'oJa ilictl vMtIi flic lum ot one hiinditd twenty- 
two ihoufand two hundied foitj-fix poundj. The 
expence incuiied by the new colony of Nc va-Scotia 
oxcculcd fevtnfy-llx ihoufand pounds. A fmall 
fum waa voted fm the inipioiement of Geoigia; 
and ten thoul’ud poumls wcie granted to^mrds the 
(uppori tif the Ihitilh loiis and ftUlcnienU on the 
roaft of Afiiea. The him total gutiitcd in this 
feflion arofc to lotu mil' ons one hundred foity-onc 
thouland iix luuuhed fisty-one pound'’, nine fbil- 
Imgs and eleven pence half- penny, to be )i ailed by 
the land-tax, at three ftillings in the pojnd; the 
malt, and other duties, the I'niplus of divers impo- 
fitiofla ictnainiug in the Bank and Excheq uer ; one 
million by annuities, at three per cent, charged on 
the linking-fund, until redeemed by Palliament; 
and nine hundicd thoufand pounds out <f tlie ex- 
tefs or overplus of monies denominated the finking 
fund. 

^ XXXII. But the capital meafure which diftin- 
guiihcd this feflion of pai liament was the redur'lion 
of the intereft on the publick funds ; a feherse which 
was pkanned and executed by the mmiflerj without 
any national dilluibaiice or difquict, to the aftonifh- 
ment of all Europe; the different nations of which 
could not comprchcncl how it would be pofliblc for 
the government, at the clofc of a long and |xpcnfivc 
war, which had fo confiderably drained the country, 
and augmented the enormous buithcn of national 
debt, to find money for paying off fuch of the pub- 
lick creditors as might choofe to leceive ijhc prin- 
cipal, lather than lubinit to a rcdudioji ot the 
Intcifrft. It was not veiy nmcU for the Ijonourof 
the oppofitton, that fame gf its leading nembers 
endeavoured to im\>cde this great machintl of civi] 

aSonomy> 
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O'Xonomy, by takinp; opporluniiics of affirming; in chap, 
i-*arliamcnt, in oppoiitlon to his Majclly’s fpccch, 
fiut the nation, lar from being in a floiirifhing con- 
dition, was almofl. entirely exhauftedj that com- 
merce drooped and declined; that publick credit 
hood tottering on the brink of ruin ; and that all 
the treaties lately concluded among the difierent 
powers of Europe wt'ic, in effect, difadvantagcous 
and prejudicial to the intcrefts of (Ireat- Britain. 

In aniwcr to thefe allertions, Mr. Pelham undertook 
to prove, from the legificr of exports and imports, 
that tlie commerce of llie kingdom was rnorc extea- 
livc at this than at any former period ; and that the 
jniblick credit was firong enough to admit of an 
vxpenint.nt, which lie would not preliimt*. to liaxard. 
except upon a moral certainty of its being firmly 
footed, I^eyoiid the power of accident and fai^lion to 
(hake or merturn. He declared, that his defign of 
reducing the interell upon the funds was the refult 
of the love he bore his country, and an opinion that 
It was the duty of the fervants of the crown to eafe 
the burthens of the people. He faid, be had con- 
ferred on this fubjeti with perfons of the moft ap- 
proved knowledge, and undoubted experience ; and 
chofe to promulgate the method propofed for alle- 
viating the load of the national debt, that the 
publick, in knowing the paiticulars of the fcheme, 
might have time to confidcr them at leifurc, and 
turt fuch objeclions us fhould concur to their re- 
fieclion, before it might be too late to adopt amend - 
He obfervecl, that nothing could more 
clearly demonftrate the vigour of publick credit, 
imd the augmentation of national commerce, than 
tlic price of itock, which bad within three years 
ril'rn to a very confiderable inrreafe ; and the duties 
on imports, which in nine months had added one 
million to the linking-fund, notwithftanding a very 
extuordinary fum which had been paid as bounties 
for expoited corn. He cjijprcfled great teadeincfs 
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BOOK and regard for the interefts of thofe whd had ad- 
in- vanced their money for the fervice of the govern- 
ment; declaring, that his aim was to contrive a 
fair, honeif, and equitable method for lefl<;ning the 
national incumbrances, by lowering the intereft, 
conformable to parliamentary faith, and iWreeable 
to the rules of eternal jufticc. His plan was ac- 
cordingly communicated, canvafled, and 1 approved 
in the Iloufc of Commons, and an &Ql palled for 
reducing the interefl of the funds which conftitute 
the national debt."* In purfuance of this a<ft, for the 
redudlion of the intereft, the greater pait of the 
creditors complied with the terms propp ed, and 
fubferibed their refpetSlive annuities before the end 
of February ; but the three great companjes at firfl. 

• The resolutions of the Commons on this head weiy printed by 
authority in the London Gasette, signifying. That thuiiisvhu were 
or should be, proprietors of any part of the pnblick de W, redeem- 
able by law, inauired before Mkmaelinas, in the year <ft .e thousand 
eeven hnndFra and forty-nine, carrying an inteiest of four per centum 
per annotn, who should, on or before the twenty-ci^ th day of 
Febroaty in that year, subscribe their names, signifying their con- 
sent to accept of an interest of three pounds per centum, to com- 
mence from the twenty-fiftli day of December, in the yeai’ one thou- 
sand seven hundred artd fitty-seven, sobject to the samii provisions, 
notices, and clauses of redemption, to winch their resneejave bums at 
four per centum were then liable, should, in hen of tneij present in- 
terest, be inrided to four per centum til) the tsventy-fifth ilay of De- 
cern^ in tlie year one thousand sewn huiidted and fifty j and after 
that day, to three pounds ten thilhngb per centum per ann: im, till the 
rwaity-efth day of December, one thousand seven handrp i and fiffy- 
seven; and no part of that debt, except what Wds dne to the 
Eabt-lndia Company, ahouM be redeemable to this pei od: Tliat 
if ar^ part of tlie rutrioo.-d debt, incuned before last Mirhaelmas, 
^'dcentanlc by law, arid carrying an interest of four mr centum, 
should temain uosubscribed on or before the thirtieth ofr of May, 
the government should pay off the principal. For this pnrpO'e hia 
Miucsty was enabled to borrow of any person or persons, bodies 
pnliiiclr o; corporate, any aom or sums of money trot exlii 'cding that 
part of the rtanonal debt wbh h might remain unsubscrited, to be 
charged on the sinking-fund, upon any terms not ettceeding the rate of 
intentt in the foregoing ptoposai. 

All the duties appropriated to the payment of the ioteraiiii were stdl 
eotittRU'd, and the •urplut of these incoponated with the sB;kiug-fund 
fonhe dlscharne of tho principal. Bqoks were, opened foi the snh- 
•enption at the Exchequer, the Bank of England, and thol South-Sea 
hoow; and copies of these resoiudoas transmitted to the d rectors of 
• #H ihe monied cotporatioBjrr 'i 

'1 kept 
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kept aloof, and refufed to fubfcribc any part of their cii A 1 \ 
capital. V 1 

^ XXXIII. About the middle of March the 
Commons ordered the proper officers to lay before 
them an account of the fums which had been fub- 
feribed, and thefe were taken into confideration by 
a Committee of the whole Honie. It was then that 
Mr. Pelham, as Chancellor of fhe Kxchetjtier, 
obferved, That befides the debts due to the three 
great companies in their corporate capacity, all the 
reft, carrying four jier centum interefl, fitfl been 
fubJeribed, except about eight or nine millions, die 
proprietors of which hud forfeited tile favour de- 
figncd them by Parliamenf: but as many of thefe 
had been milled Iiy evil counfcllors, who perhaps 
were more intent on dillreffing the government, 
than Iblicitous to ferve their friends 5 and as many 
were foreigners, refiding beyond fea, who had not 
time to take proper advice, and give the neceHary 
intlruiftions ; and as thefe could not poffibly be 
diliinguilhed from fach as refufed to fubferibe from 
mere obftinacy or difaffedlion, it might be thought 
cruel to take the moft rigorous advantage of the 
forfeiture they had incurred. With refpeift to the 
proprietor? of the flock or capital belonging to the 
three great companies, he aflerted, that many of 
them would willingly have fubferibed their properties 
within the time limited, but were ncccifarily ex- 
cluded by the majority on the ballot ; and as it was 
equally impoffible to know thofe who were againft 
the queftion on the ballot, he thought that fome ten- 
dernefs was due even to the proprietors of thofe three 
companies : his opinion, therefore, %vas, that they 
and the uncomplying annuitants fhould be indulged 
with further time to complete their fubfeription j 
but, in order to preferve the authority of Parlia- 
ment, and the refped due to that augull aflembiy, 
they ought not to be gratittfd with fiah advan- 
tageous Wrms as were allowed to tjic annuitants who 

at 
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P’O- chearfnlly complied with the propolaU 
' the le^iflaturc. Por thcfe rearons he pro- 
i>'-au«h the term of fubferping (hould 
■' lit thiiticth day off May, the 
' iff' pounds ten iliillings per 
' ' ' I <!>■ be continued to the 

' Mil liic fifth day of 

• “u hundred 


b 1 , , tU lor rc- 

d > not be fublciibcd, 

w and wai cijiiitetl' 

ii . re( '-ited an additionaKlaufe, 

Cf ' . ' l-«fl India Company, in cale they 

ii iiu' sU their (loch bearin<> an inteivli 

c ctntiun, to boirmv, wilh tlr; confeni of 

t' . . reaUiry. any fuios not cxcccrling four milliona 
t. o liundrvfl tuoiiland pounds, after the fercral rates 
oi iiitorefi. before propofed to be paid by i:he publick, 
and one million more at throe per :enium per 
annum. Tliey wore alfo veiled with i power to 
raife money by bonds, as formerly; yet fo as the 
whok, including the annuities, (liould not exceed 
'\hal the_, W‘MV hy former .nils cmpowerec, to borrow. 
The objti^tKtns to the execution of this projet't, 
which by many were doemetl infurraot ntable, en- 
tiiely taiiflicd befoie the fortitude, p:rfeverance, 
and caution of the minifler; who nicl fecured, 
among the moniul men of the nation, f:he promife 
of fncii I’ums a-i would have been fufEclent to pay 
oh’ the capital belonging to thole creditors who 
might refufe to accept the intereft thv s reduced. 
I'lie fecond fubicription hail the defired cfFedl. The 
three gieat companies acquitfeed, and thfir example 
was followed by the other fcrupnlons annuitants} 
the national but then was cotnfortably liglitencd, and 
the Imking-fund confidcrably incrcal'ed, without 
pioducing the leal! j^irplexity or dillurbince in the 
commonwealth;^ drcumllancc that coaid not fad 
to excite tlte admiration and envy of all C triflcndoni. 

S XXXIV. 
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§ XXX fv'’. Tlie nniiinv-bill for tlie Liiluip;i ycm t u .iF, 
was niiK'ytioil with an cliLnfial aluiv'ijn. nlKinr, ^ , 

to the oath of fi,crc'j' uiipo^cd unon the n’enijr-j , . 
of every coiTL-marf il, tvln wjrc n rv rti.'xlo'i 
from this r^Lv'.c, if reqiiiitd to a ciiclcncc. hy 
due conrfo of law, in any coun ol jr.cliratun, ; and 
whereas, by the found* mutiny-liill, a General \\:i5 
empowered tootdcrtlic rctilil ot any ienteiice by 
a court-martial as often a> he pltaful, and, on that 
pretence, to Ivccp in confinement a man wlsn htwl 
been acquitted upon a fair trial, it was now enai'Kd, 

Thai no fentonce pronounced hy any couit-inaitiai, 
and ft;.jncd by the prefidtnr, Ihould be more than 
once liable to revifal. Colonel (Jcor'’f Townfliend, 
fou of Jiord Vifcount 'J'ownfheml, who had equally 
difttnguilhed himfclf by hij civil and military ac- 
complifhmenlj, propofed another claufc, for pre- 
■venting any non-coinrailBoned officer being broke 
or reduced into the ranks ; or any foldier being 
puniflied, but by the I'entencu of a court-martial. 

He gave the Iloufe to underltand, that certain per- 
Ibns attended at the door, v.ht> from the italion of 
non- coranalTioncd officers had been broke, and 
reduced into the ranks, without trial, or any caule 
affigned ; and he expatiated not only upon the 
iniquity of fuch proceedings, but alfo upon the 
danger of leaving fuch arbitrary p<ns er in the hands 
of an individual officer. A w'arrn flebate was the 
v’onfequcnce of this motion, which, howes’er, was 
over-ruled hy the majority. 

^ XXX\'. Among other regulations made in the 
conrfc of this felHon for the cnconragotneat of the 
jifitilh mamificlurei. a large duty was haid upon 
Iiifli fail-cloth, which being fold ar an under price, 
was found to interfere vsith thcl'anie fpicies of com- 
modity fabricated in the idantl of < heal -Britain ; 
and, for tlie furthci benelit of litis lalt, the bounty 
upon the exportation of it, which had been clvdm-l- 
tu from a defeftUc fund, v,,\i ^t»v made psy„i<lc 

lUit 
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BO OK out of the cuftoms. This meafure, however, vias 
. , not of (uch iinjKiuancc to the nation, as the a('\ wliich 

i}^ thc*y paitcfl for encouraging the iinpOrtiun of pig 
anti bar-iron from the Britifh Colonitjs in North- 
Amciica. Every wcll-wilher to his rountiy re- 
flciied with concern on the nature of the Briti fh 
trade with Sweden, from which kingdom the ftib- 
jedis of his Bntannick Majefty importca more iion 
and ftcel than all the other countries in Europe. 
Eor this article they paid a very great balance in 
ready money, which the Swedes again expended in 
purchafing from the French, and other mercantile 
powers, thofe neccirarics and fuperfluitiep with whicit 
they might have been as cheaply furnifhid by Great- 
iJritain. In the mean time, the Engllfh Colonies 
in America were reftritfted by fevere , duties from 
nraking advantage of their own produce, in ex- 
changing their iron for fuch commodities as they 
•were under the neceflity of piocuving; from their 
mother-country. Such reftrimion was not only a 
cruel grievance upon our own fcttlcmen^ts, but alfo 
attended with manifeflr prejudice to the intereft of 
Great-Britain, annually drained of great fums, in 
favour of an ungrateful nation, from wh,icli no part 
of them returned ; whereas the iron imported from 
America, mufi of neceflity come in ccchange for 
our own raanufadluies. The Commons having ap- 
pointed a clay for taking this affair intd confidera- 
tion, carefully examined mio the Gate or the Britifh 
commerce carried on with Sweden, as well as into 
the accounts of iron imported from the* plantations 
in America ; and a committee of the whole Houfc 
having refolved. That the duties on American pig 
and bar iron fhoulcl be removed, a bill* \yaa brought 

t in 

• IV ittOTt wmarhabla citfuuistaiW’C aU«ttdin(; tluj ptoprp'i of 
bift, iu vay thwnqU both UQutKi$< Wtl ubitUiwii 

llif BoyaJ ■»a9 the inmibet of e-Ontwlicloiy petilioHb in ftvov*' 

Wttl tn ipiQiutu'v of 11 , winlc u retnamed iindpr ’consilWalion. Tin* 
t niwrs ot lutlKr in nd about tlie town of rilwiHcldj in Yorkshir**, 

, ( loprcsentcd. 
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in foi lliat purpofe, containing a clanf'e, how,e^e^5 CHaf. 
to picvcnt las Majefly’s fubjedia from making iiccl, ^ 

1750. 

rfjjr.'snited. That if thp bill ihoiiM pasi, tlip Fnshsh non would be 
uiidt , coil iciiuctitl} A ut,ii iiuuil>i.r i>t tuiiuccs .uid fuigiVi 
would he dts>coatiiiii(.d . in that c<i'>c the wood > uicd toi liicl would 
iiUiiid uncut, and the tanncid be dtpiuedot 0,1k luik sufinleiit toi 
till* cnulinuaiiCP and ‘lUppoil of time oteiipti ion, 1 tiey tn-ifrtlalc'tj 
uivned, that iliould tliu duty he remmed lioiii pig-irou out}, no 
s.uth ennitquciice (oiild he apprehendej j b-r.iin •, should the imin- 
ht‘1 of hirtiaiircs be Icsieneil, thu of lor;,e< nmdd he inen j'Ld. 'I'liiii 
wtb likewise the plea iiigi'd 111 divcia leiiioiittreiiLCj hy nusteti rd 
nun-works, {'eiitlcmcn, and fuidioldi h, who iiid tract', of wwid- 
1 uid hi their possiisioii. The owiicm, pioi.rictors, and firnieu of 
iuriiacei And iron fuiuis, hcionpini* to Shcltii'ld and its nui'lihoitr* 
huod, ciiluij'cd iijioii 3 ie gu at cxju-nce lltcy had niMirnd in tnciiiipj 
anil suppnitiiifs Iron-works by itusuis of which grc.it nuinhiii of 
liis Majesty’s Mihjecu wre < otnfurt.tI>lv ‘iippm'cd. They exprt <sed 
their apprcliciiaon, tliat should liic bill pe , mt<j a law, it t onhl not 
ui any dt^jtee Ic.an llie coiMiniiifon of or rdi'h in, a, winch ssas 
used for purposci which neiihci the Ann in ni nor British lion would 
att'wver} but thit the proposed enconugctncai, considenng the 
plenty and cheapness of wood in Aaiciira, wosdd enable the colo- 
nies to mideucll the Brithh iron, a branch of tialFnk which would 
be totally deolroyrd, to the rum of many thou and Uboiuu-, wlio 
\,ould be compelled to seek thetr litelmouJ in foreign conntrie .. 

Tlioj Ukcv.ise suggested, iliat if all llic iron maimfactuiLs of Gicat- 
Hntaiii should be obliged to depend vprm a lupplv of iron from the 
pUniationa, w bich roust csec be )cndcn.d ptccanous by the hazard 
of the seas and tbu enenu, the wauufatiure would piohably detay 
fiir want of roateiiai,, and many tliou.and families .be reduced to 
wrot add UMsery, On the other bind, the iruinuongers and smiths 
belonging to Uie (luuiistiing town of Birmingham in VTarwicksbire, 
presenteoa periiion, ncclarmg. That the bill would be of great bc- 
awfit to the tt.ule of tin* nation, as It would enable th 3 Colonists to 
ui,ike hrgi’r return, of th-irowu produce, and encourage them to- 
tal,e a grvat quantity of the British muiufactun s Titty aliirmcJ, 
that all thu iron work, in the idand of Grcat-Britain did not supply 
h df ihe quaiUity of tiiut iiietal siifhcient to c,uiy on the manufacture , 
that if tiiiii deruiuiicy could be supplied from the Colunic'i in Auiu- 
rita, the importatiim w'onid cta,,', and toiiHidrrahle sums of iiiuncy 
be tattd to die nation. Tftev obseryed, that the importation of iMit 
troiB AmeticA could no mote oHcct the nun-work, and freeholder, 


M ifiv teinonsttances to the aama eSect svere prcierilcJ frnmditb'- 
rent p.tru of the kingdom ; and it atipcaicd, upon the tnost exact 
riiqutrr, that the encuni 1 ^cmciit of AincneaR Itoit Would prose ex- 
Irc.nelv henolieiat to ilu* Kniffitom, as i^h.td been found, njwu rriui, 
appUcaUe to all the u-c, of !$svedish iron, and as gooiiinevciy rc- 
tpeu as the ptoiuoc of tiut Couitiry. 

• and 
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BOOK and cfiabLilung mills for flitting and rolling iron 
Hritifli colonics of Ameiica ; this prc- 
caution being taLcn, that the colonifls might not 
interfere with tlie manufactuies of their motlicr- 
country. 

^ XXXVI. The nc\t commercial improvement, 
of which we fliall lake notice, was the bill for the 
encouragement of the Britifli white herring and cod- 
iillmico. 'I’his was hkcwifc the refnlt of mature 
ill lih. ration, imj'oiting, That a bounty of thirty 
IlnUings ptr ton lliouU be granted, and paid out of 
tile Culioiii) to ail new ’tcUcis from twenty to four- 
iturc tons buitlien, which thouUl be built for that 
puipoft', and a« tualh tinpiojctl in the iilhery : That 
u lociiMy Ihoiild be incorpoi atetl, under the name of 
the ii’iee llnrilh Fiflitry, by a chaitcr, not exclu- 
fivc, with power to lail'c a cajiital not exceeding 
five hundred thouland pounds ; and that three pounds 
ten fliilluigs per centum per annum fliould be granted 
and paid our of the Cnfloms to the proprietors for 
foul teen years, for fo much of the capital as fliould 
be aitually employed in the faid fiftieries. Corref- 
ponding chambus vere propol'ed to be erefted in 
remote part-, ot Xorth-iiniain, for taking in fub- 
fcriptioiis, and prolccuting the trade, under the 
dircdiuns of the company at London ; and the na- 
tion in general A-vined eager to difpute this branch 
of comuic.ee with the lubjefls of Holland, whom 
they cor.livL'red ai ungrateful intcilopers. In the 
ilontc of Fcer«, liowever, the hill mot with a for- 
mtd.iblc nppolition fiom the Isail of Winchellca 
and IjOuI .Sondy-’, who jurUy oblcrved, that it was 
a crude, indigelied fcbcnie, which, in the execution, 
would never anlwer the cupeiHations of the people ; 
H'hat in contending with the Dutch, who are the 
pattern? of uii\\i..med induflry, and the moll rigid 
«*co«oray, nothing could be more abfurd than a 
jyim* flock company, wliich is al',vays clogged with ex- 
ttaovdinaiy c^jicutc; and the rcfijlution of fitting 
“ 5 out 
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out vcfibls at the port of London, where all forts ol cii a* 
•n.iicrials, labour, and Iramen arc lb much dearer ^ ^ 
than in any other part of the united kingdom, ex- 
eliifive of the great diftance and dangerous voyage 
lietwecn the metropolis and the Sound of Braliiin 
Shetland, the rendezvous at which all the licrring- 
bulies were to allemble in the beginning of the filli- 
ing feafon. 'I'liey likewile took notice of die heavy 
duty on fait, ufed in curing the lilh for falc, and the 
heef for provilion to the marinerb; a circmnllatice 
of itfelf fufiicirtnt to dilcoiir.igc adventurois from 
embarking in a commerce which, at IvH, jiehls 
but very /lender profits to the trade in particular, 
how important foever it might prove to the com- 
munity in general. Thefe obje<Hions were anfwered 
by the Duke of Argyle and die Earl of (jranvillc, 
who feemed to think that this branch of trade could 
not be fuiriy fet on foot, without fuch a confiderable 
fum of money as no fingle individual would care to 
advance ; rliat a jolut-llock company would be able 
to profccute the (illiery at a fmaller expcnce than 
that which particular traders mull neceliarily incur ; 
that the pre/ent fpirit of the nation, which was 
eagerly bent upon trying the experiment, ought not 
to be baulked by delay, left it Ihoulcl evaporate; 
and that though the plan was not unexceptionable, 
the dcfecls of it might in the fequvl be remedied by 
the legiflaturc. In a word, die bill was adopted by 
the majority, with a fmall amendtnent in the title, 
which [iroduced fotnc difquiets in the Lower Huufe : 
but this difputc was compromifecl, and it was enacted 
into a law towards tfie clofe of the fctfiori. Nothing 
could bo more agreeable to the publick than the 
landion of the Icgillature to this favourite plan, 
whicli was ardently promoted, and pationifcd by 
men of tlie grcaieU eminence for wealth and popu- 
larity. The company chufc for their tlovernor tlic 
Prince of Wales, who received this proof of their 
attachment and reipcfl with p;)^iicular marks of 

ransfli' tisn • 
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BOOK fatisfatilion ; fhc Prefidcnt and Vice-pre [ident were 
^ j both Aldemien of London; and the (Council was 
compofcd of thirty gentlemen, the majori ty of whom 
wete members of Parliament. Great pains were 
taken, and Ibme artifice was ufed, to lean . rhe Dutch 
method of curing the fifli. People crowded with 
their fubfcriptions ; a number of handp were cm- 
plojed in building and equipping the buffes orvef- 
lels ufed in ilte lifhery ; and the mofl favoutable 
coiifcquencts were expe£led liom the general vigour 
and alacuty which animated thefe prepara dons. But 
the furcel's did not giatify the fanguinc hopes of the 
^)roje(?l:or5 and adventurers. I'lie objeGions made 
in rhe Iloufe of Lords foon appealed u have been 
well founded : thefe co-operating with nifmanage- 
tuent in the dire(?lors, the fpirit of tho Company 
began to flag, the natural confcquences < f commer- 
cial difappointment, and now the Bridfh fifhery 
feems to languifli under the negledl of the legifla- 
ture. 

^ XXXVII. Touching the trade to t le coafl; of 
Aliica, petitions were renewed by the Ct mpany and 
its creditors, the merchants of Briftol, Liverpool, 
and Lancafter; and a remonftrance was prefented 
by the planters and merchants interefted in the Bri- 
tiib fugar fettlemcnts in America: but the Com- 
tnons adhered to their former refolutioris of laying ' 
open the trade, maintaining the forts at ihe publicfc 
expence, and regulating the commerce by a com- 
mittee of merchants, repreienting the chief trading 
towns in the kingdom, to be fuperinten led by the 
board of trade and plantations. The jill was ac- 
cordingly framed anti prefented, and having pro- 
ceeded through both Houfes without oppofitbn, 
obttuned the Royal aflient. Over and ubovc thefe 
tvife, falutary, and patriotick meafures br the im- 
prnveinent of commerce, they encourai ;ed the im- 
portation of raw filk-by an ait, reducing the duties 
formerly payable on that v.hich w.ts tlicT growth of 

China 
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China to the fame that is raifcd on the raw fllk from C H a i>. 
Italy, and allowing the fame draw-back upon the ^ 
exportation of the one which had been ufually granted 
on the other. A fecond bill was brought in for the 
cncourgemcnt of the growth and culture of lilk in 
Carolina and Georgia, where it had been lately pro- 
duced with extraordinary fuccefs, by freeing from 
all duties that which fliould be imported from his 
MajeOy's dominions in America j and a third was 
framed, permitting raw filk of the growth or pro- 
duce of Perlia, purchafed inKuHla, to be impoited 
into Great- Britain, from any port or place belong- 
ing to the empire of RulHa. JDivers efforts were 
made, by tliflcrent members in the oppofition, to 
reftify certain abufes in the army and admiiiiftra- 
tion : Ibme bills were brought in, and feveral peti- 
tions were left on the table ; but all of them proved 
abortive, from the power and influence of the miifl- 
fter, who feemed reiblved that no benefit fJjouId flow 
upon the nation through any channel but his own. 
Ncvcrtliclefs, it mutt be acknowledged, for the ho- 
-noiir of his memory, that there n no feliion on 
record fo productive as this was of meafiues advan- 
tageous to the community. 

^ XXXVIII. The people, however, were not 
entirely fatisfied with the conduCt of the adminiftra- 
tion, if we may jutlge from the ferment and com- 
motions r.aifed during the progrefs of an election for 
a citizen to reprefent the city of Wettminfler in Par- 
liament. The feat which bad been filled by Lord 
Trcntham, eldcfi fon of Earl CJovver, having be- 
come vacant, in confcqucnce of that nobleman’s 
accepting a place at the Board of Admiralty, he 
again declared himfelf a candidate, and met with a 
violent oppofition. Tiiole who Ailed themfelves 
the independent elef.lors of Weftminfter being now 
incenfed to an uncommon degree of turbulence by 
the intorjpofition of minittcrial influence, determined 
to ufe their utmoll endeavour? to bailie the defigns 
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BOOK of the Comf, and at the fame time take r'engeance 
^ on the family of Eail Gower, who had enti rely aban- 
doncd the oppofition, of which he was forinerlj one 
of the molt refpcAcd leaders. With this view they 
held coni’ultations* agreed to refolutions, ind fet up 
a piitate gentleman, named Sir Gcoige V^amlepnr, 
as the competitor of loird Q’rentham, dec iaring that 
they would fupport his prcienfions at their own cx- 
pence, being the more encouraged to this tnteT[)ri 2 e 
by the countenance and afTillancc of the Prince of 
Wales and his adherents. They aecordingly opened 
hoiilis t)f entertainment for then piutifaii!, lolicired 
votes, circulated icmonllrances, and iropagatetl 
abufe ; in a woid, they canvalicd, with fnrpnfing 
fpint and pcifctcrancc, againfl. the whole inierell of 
St. James’s. Mobs were hired and procelHons 
made on both fides, and the city of \’i"eftminller 
was filled with tumult and uproar. Tlie mutual 
animofity of the parties fcenied evety day to increafe 
during the eleiSlIon, and a great number of unqua- 
lified votes were pfefented on both fidcs ; all the 
powers of infinUfition, oldoquy, and rid cule, were 
eniplojed to vilify and depieciate both candidates, 
\t le-ngtb the poll being qlofed, a majority of votes 
appeared in behalf of Lord Trcntbam ; but a feru- 
M y bring demanded by the other fide, the retum- 
.ag olhccr complied with their requeft. 1 'he Speaker 
oj the Lower Houfe had ifiued his warrant for a new 
writ of tlf/lioft about the middle of jNovemberj 
and towards the end of February Mr, ]''ox, Secre- 
ijry at War, handing up, and obferving that no 
return had yet been made, ihpuglu proper to move, 
'I'hat the Ckik of the Crown, the Mcflengcr ISxtra- 
vfthnary attending the great feal, the Ihder-flicriiF 
of Miudlellx, and iheHigh-baiWf of U\‘flminfier, 
thuuld attend next morning, and gi\c an account of 
their ilfuing, delivering, and executing the writ of 
eleftitm. 'ritefe being examined, and the Iligh- 
hailift’ detkring that 'tic would proceed with all 
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fible difpatcb in the fcrutiny ; which had been de- C n AP. 
manded and was begun, Mr. Speaker explained to ^ 
him fome particulars of his duty ; in the difeharge it^on 
of which, nc was given to underftand he might de- 
pend upon the protedtion of the Houfe, fliould he 
meet with any obilrudlion which he could not otlier- 
wife furmount. By the violence and caprice with 
which a great number of votes were contefted on 
both fides, the fcrutiny was protrafled a long time, 
and the return attended with fom/; extraordinary 
confequenccs, which fliall be particularifed among 
the tranfacUons of the next year. In the mean time, 
the prelent feffion of Parliament was clofcd on the 
twelfth day of April, with a fpeech from the rhrone, 
commending the Commons lor having feized the 
very firfl opportunity of reducing the intereft of the 
national debt, without the leall infringement upon 
the faith of Parliament; and congratulating them* 
on the flourilhing llatc of the publick credit, which, 
could not fail to arid llrength and reputation to the 
government, both at home and abroad. Immedi- 
ately after the rifing of the Parliament, his Majefty 
appointed a Regency to govern the kingdom in hi^J 
ainence, and embarked for the Continent, in order 
to vifit Ins German dominions. 

^ XXXIX. The month of January and the be- 
ginning of February were diftinguilhed, the hrft day 
by a very remarkable Aurora Borealis, appearing at 
night to the north-eaft, of a deep and dulky red 
colour, like the reflcdlion of fome great tire, for 
which it was by many people millakcn; and the 
corufeations, unlike tnofe that arc generally ob- 
ferved, did not meet in the zenith, bur in a point 
Ibme degrees to the fouthward. I'^cbrua^ was 
iilhered in by terrible peals of thunder, flames of 
lightening, and fuch a tempeft of wind, hail, and 
rain, as overwhelmed with fear and confternation 
the inhabitants of Brillol, where it chietly raged. 

On the eighth day of .the* fame month, between 
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BOOK twelve and one in tbe afternoon, the people of Loii- 

V , don were flill more dreadfully alarmed by |tlie fliock 
17'Ca of an earthquake, which fliook all the houfes with 
fuch violence, that the furniture rocked on the floors, 
the pewter and porcelaine lattled on the fhclves, the 
chamber-bells rang, and the whole of thi^ commo- 
tion was attended with a clap or noife refembling 
that produced by the fall of fome heavy piece of fur- 
niture. The fhock extended through iho cities of 
Xiondon and Weftminfier, and was felt on both fides 
the river Thames, from Greenwich to ihe| weftward 
of London ; but not perceptible at a confiderable 
dirtancc. On the veiy fame day of the next month, 
between five and fix o’clock in the morning, the 
inhabitants of the metropolis were again 'afirighted 
by a fccond fhock, more violent than theifirft, and 
abundantly more alarming, as it waked the greater 
• part of the people from their i.epofe. It was pre- 
ceded by a fucceffion of thick low flafhes of lighten- 
ing, and a rumbling noife, like that of a |^eavy car- 
riage rolling over a hollow pavement. The fliock 
itkif conliiled of repeated vibrations, which lafted 
fume fccondi, and violently Ihook every houfe from 
tup to bottom. Again the chairs rocked, the fliehes 
elattertci, the fmall bells rang, and in fopic places 
pviblick clocks were heard to lit ike. Maily perfons 
iouftd by this terrible vifitaiion, flartec! naked from 
their beds, and ran to their doors and njindows in 
diftiaSion : yet no life was lofi, and no houfe over- 
thrown by this coticuffion, though it wras fo dread- 
a- to threaten an immediate diflblution of jfhe globe, 
T'hc circumftance, liowever, did not fail make a 
deep imptcllton upon ignorant, weak, anrl fuperUi- 
twu-i tu’nils, which were the more alFedli^d bw the 
c mflek ration that the two f hocks were periouieal ; 
tli.u tl«* lo and, which lunpeocd exu^rily One month 
ami the h, ft, had been the mure violent | and that 
ii'£ ntJtr, mcrcallng m proportion, mighi^ be atten- 
*lhd With the moll dilhaal confcquenccs, * This ge- 
neral 
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nml notion was confinneJ, and indeed propagated, cilAP. 
among all ranks of people, by the admonitions of a ^ , 

ianatick Ibldicr, who publickly preached up repen- 
tance, and boldly prophelied that the next fhock 
would happen on the fame day of April, and totally 
deftroy the cities of London and Weftminftcr. Con- 
fidcring the infedlious nature of fear and fuperfti- 
tion, and the cmphatick manner in which the ima- 
gination had been prepared and prepoflefllcd, it was 
no wonder that the prediction of tliis illiterate en- 
thufiafl. Oiould have contributed, in a great mealiirc, 
to augment the general terror. The churches were 
crowded with penitent Tinners: the fons of riot and 
profligacy were over-awed into Jbbriety and deco- 
rum, The flrccts no longer refounded with execra- 
tions, or the noife of brutal licentioufncfs ; and the 
hand of charity was liberally opened. TholV, whom 
fortune had enabled to retiic fiom the devoted ciU’, 
fled to the country with hurry and precipitation, 
infoniuch that the highways were encumbered with 
horfes and carriages. Many who had, in the be- 
ginning, combated thefe groundlefs fears with the 
weapons of reafon and ridicule, began infenfibly to 
imbibe the contagion, and felt their hearts fail, in 
proportion as the hour of probation approached : 
even fcience and philolbphy were not ])roof againfl 
the unaccountable efFecls of this communication. In 
after-ages it will hardly be believed, that on the 
evening of the eighth day of April, the open fields 
that ikut the metropolis were filled \sith an incre- 
dible number of people aflemblcd in ch-airs, in 
chaifes, and coaches, as well as on fool, who waited 
inthcmofl fearful fnfpenfe until morning, and rlic 
rcturtrof day tiifproved the truth of the dreaded 
prq|rfjccy. Then their fears vaniihed : they returned 
ly* their rclpetHive hahiutions in a tranfport of joy ; 
dml were loon reconciled to their abandoned vucs, 
which they feemed lo rtfumejtvith redoubled aflcf- 

tion, 
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ROOK tion, .uul Diice more bade defiance to tlie iengeance 
m. of Heaven. 

^ XJL. By this time all the gaols in England were 
filled with the refule of the aimyandnaf y, which 
having been difmifled at the peace, and eimer averfe 
to labour, or excluded from employment, pad natu- 
rally preyed upon the < ommonwealth. Great num- 
ber'' of tUofe wietcbcs who, by proper regulations, 
might have been rendered ferviccablc to the com- 
munity, wete executed as examples ; and the reft 
perilhed raiferably, amidtt the flench arjd horrors 
of noifome dungeons. Even the prifon of Newgate 
was rendered fo infer'^ions by the uncommon crowds 
of confined felons, flowed together in cipfe apart- 
ments, that the very air they breathed pequired a 
pcftilcntial degree of putrefaAion. It was this pu- 
trified air, which, adhering to the cloth is of the 
malefailots brought to trial at the bar ofi the Old- 
l^ley in May, produced among the audicjace a pef- 
tilcntial fever, which infedled and proved fatal to 
the Lord Mayor of London, to one Alder nan, two 
of the Judges, divers lawyers who attended the fef- 
iion, the greateft part of the jury, and a confider- 
able number of the fbedlators. In order ':o prevent 
fuch difafleus for the future, the gaols were cleanfed, 
and accommodated with ventilators, whi|h exhauft 
the foul and fupply a circulation of frefh air j and 
other humane precautions were taken for the bene- 
fit of the prifoners, I 

§ XLL The affairs of the continent underwent 
no remarkable alteration. An Ambafl^dor Extra- 
ordinary being font to Peterfbur^h from *:he Court 
of London declared to the Czarina’s miniftcr, that 
ineafe of a rupture between Rufiia and Sweden, 
occafioned by the hoflilities committed ty the for- 
mat power, his Britannick Majefly would confider 
linfiia a< the aggreflbr, and the Czarina' could not 
cxpcift that he would /upply her with the fuccours 
which he was eng^ed by treaty to furni|h for her 
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defence, in cafe flic fliould be attacked, A dccla- c ll AK 
ration of the fame nature w.is made by the Amliaf- 
fador of her Imperial Majefly the Queen of Hungary, 173a 
while the miniflers of France and 'Pruflia, who were 
in ftridl alliance with Sweden, gave her to under- 
Hand, that they would punctually fulfil their en- 
gagements with the Court of Stockholm, Ihould Ihe 
adlually invade the Swedifti territories of Finland. 

The fpirit with which the King of Pruffia exerted 
hinifdf on this occalion, gave infinite umbrage to 
the Czarina, who, indeed, exprefled her refent- 
ment, by treating the ininiller of IJrandenhurgh with 
contemptuous ncglci^, and even refufed to favour 
him with an audience, till he ftiould be veiled with 
the charaidcr of Ambaflador. Thus were fown the 
feeds of mifundvrltanding between thofe two powers, 
which, in the fcquel, grew up to the molt bitter 
.animofity, and ferved to inflame thofe cliirenlions 
which have defolated the faircll: provinces of Ger- 
many. 'riu! reraonlhwucc of his Prufilan Majelly, 
with refpciii to the troubles of the North, was couched 
in fuch terms as gave diflatisfaiHion to the Court of 
Peteiiburgh. 'i'he Rullian Adinifter retired from 
Berlin, w'irhout the ceremony of taking leave, and 
the Prulfian Ambaflador Warendorf WvSS recalled 
from the Court of the Czarina. 

^ XLIl, The jittention of his Britannick Majefly 
was not wholly engrolled by the difputes between 
Rulfia and Sweden. He had another objctSl iu view, 
which more nearly concerned the interefl of his Ger- 
man dominions ; and luul fet 011 foot two negocia- 
tioiis of the utmotl importance to the commerce and 
advantage of Circat-liritain. His flrll and principal 
aim w'us, in tonjimclion with tlie Court of I’icitna, 
to take fuch meafurcs as would Icctire the fuccefiion 
of the Imperial digniiy to the Archduke JoC'ph, 
eldcft fon and hvir to the reigning ror. As 
the previous lleji to that elevation, it wa^ propos'd 
to eledt this young Prince living of the Komans; 
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BOOK and for tins purpofe it was neceflary to procure a 
t , majority nor only of the elc£lors, but alfo n the diet 
of the Empire, through which the propofal mud have 
palled. No flone was left unturned to reconcile tins 
expedient to the German Princes. Sub! idles weie 
offered to the maritime powers of En§,land, and 
the States-General, to the Elc61ors of Mentz and 
Cologn; and a treaty of the fame natur: was con- 
cluded with the elc£lor of Bavaria, who, in confi- 
dcradon of an annual fubfidy, amounting to forty 
thoufand pounds flciling, two tliiids to lie paid by 
Britain, and the reft by the Stalcs-Gcneral, engaged 
to keep in rcadmels a body of fix thoufan 1 inlantry, 
S'- auxiliaricj to the Maritime Powers, though not to 
iiSl againll the Emperor or empire ; and to join the 
interell of his Bntannick Majeffy in the diet, as 
well as in the clc<5loraI college. In order to render 
-.the King of Poland, Eledlor of Saxon)-, propitious 
to this defign, he was accommodated with the loan 
of 3 very confidcrable fum upon the mortgage of 
certain bailiwicks and lordfliips belongirg to the 
Saxon dominions. Thus a majority of if e eledors 
wasfecured, andfuch foundations were laid for the 
fncccfs of this projeifl, that it was generall/ believed 
it would be accomplifhed in his Britannick Majefly’s 
next vifit to his German dominions. . dopes, it 
wasfaid, were given to the King of Sweden, that 
his concurrence would be gratified by (Sr idling the 
i-Joufe of lleflc-Caflel, of which he was head, into 
a tenth cleclorate. Arguments of an inierefting 
nature were ufed with the King of Pruflla and the 
Eloflor Palatine, that if pol&ble, the diet might 
unanimoufly approve of this mcafurc, fo neceliary 
loT eilabliuiing the peace of the empire, and pre- 
venting fuch troubles as arofc from a dilcuted liic- 
cciliou at tiie death of Charles the Sixtt . Thefu 
cuda.wours, however, did not fucceed in their full 
extent. 


> xEirr, 
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^ XLin. The King of PruiTia, as Eleclor of chap. 
Brandcnburgh, oppofed the elc<ftion as iinnccdlir 5 f ^ j 
and improper, on account of the health and \dgour 
of the reigning Emperor, and the tender years of 
the Archduke. This Monarch had fet himfelf up 
as a balance to the power of the Iloufe of Auflria, 
which had long afpired to abfolutc dominion over 
its co-eftates, and endeavoured to eflablifli an here- 
ditary right of lucceffion to the empire ; he, there- 
fore, employed all his influence to fru (Irate the mea- 
fure propofed, either actuated by a fpirit of pure 
patriotifin, or inlpircd with defigns which he had 
not yet thought proper to declare. The oppofition 
was joined by the Klcdor Palatine, and countenanced 
by the hVench King; who protelicd, that, for 
the fake of peace, he would not oppofe this cleiftion, 
tliough contrary to the (iolden Bull, provided it 
llieuld be confirmed by the unanimous confeiit of 
tlie electoral college : but lliould any one member 
lignlfy his diilent, and he or any flate of the em- 
pire claim the protection and afiiliance of his Moll 
Chndian Majetly, he could not difpenfe with grant- 
ing both, in confequcnce of his being guarantee of 
the treaty of Wcllphalia ; an engagement by which 
he was obliged to fuccour thofe Princes and States 
of the empire who might have recourfe to him, in 
cafe of any grievance they i'uUlTed contrary to what 
was fiipuiated in that conliitution. Tliis delara- 
tion co-operating with the known characler of his 
PrufUan M.ijelly, whofe great army o\-cr awed Ela- 
novtr and Bohemia, in all ptobability damped that 
vigour with which the Courts of Vienna and Jferen- 
haufen had hitlicrio prol'ceuted this important nego- 
ciation. 

^ XLIV, The fcconil objc«5l that employed the 
attention of the Ihirifh mimltry, was the ettahljth- 
incijt of the prccilc limits of Acadia, or Nova- 
Bcoiia, where the new colony had IhfTered gax.it 
mifchitf and intsrrupiiuii fro^ the incurlions of the 
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BO<Hi fii'llani, cx<;itciJ to thofe outrages by th? fubjecls 
^ t'midaries of France. Commifiarita had been 

i7i0. appointed, by both crown^, to meet at Pans, and 
compromife thefe cliJpules : but the conferences were 
rendered aboitlve by every art of cavalling, chica- 
nery, and procraft ination, which the French commil- 
iionets oppoled to the juftice and perfpicnity of the 
I'Ingli'h claims. I’liey not only uiifiuterp 'ctcd trea- 
ties, ihottgh CK()refled v/ith tlie utmoft: precifion, 
and perplexed the coiifertnccs with difFitulties and 
matter loicign to thf luijc-cl, but they rtrricrl the 
fluefte of perfidy fa fir as toprorluce f.iU’e chart*! 
•t.ad tiTim of the country, in which the liv'ers and 
< were mifjilaced and mifreprcfciited. At 
dfo rlu: lofinccrity of the French Couit 
apfi'nc'l in afte<^led delays and aitful objecflions, 
with sci'pccl to the evacuation of the ncuiral iftands 
in the Well -Indies ; and the Governors oi the Bri- 
tilh plantations, in dilTertnt parts of Nprth-Ame- 
iica, traulmittcd intelligence, that the French had 
begun to make encroachments on tlie banks of thtS 
Eiiglifh colonics. 

XLV. Peihaps the piecaiious footing on which 
the peace Hood between Grcat-Biitain and h'rartce 
at tliH juncture, diidthe critical litiuiion ef aftairs in 
Gmuany, delertnincd the miniltiy of Ihiglind to 
».umpromife all diri’erences with Spain, upon fuch 
terras a» at any other time they would hardly have 
embraced. In order to dilcufs thofe poin .s between 
the two nations, which had not been fettled by tho 
treaty of Vix-la-Ohapclle, conferences were alio be- 
«im at Madrid, and carried on by Mr. Keene, ple- 
fupotemiary to his Britaiinick Majefty, and Don 
fcfcph de Carvajal and Lancallro, the Spanilh 
Kmg's rainifier. At length a treaty was :oncludcd 
Oil ttu'fe conditions : The King of Spain engaged 
u» pay, in three* mouths, to the South-Sea company 
of England, one hundred thoufand pounds ftcrling, 
m mdcraniticauon for all claims upon his crown, 
r by 
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by virtue of the Afliento. In other refpefls, the <' n P. 
trade and navigation of the Englilb to the ports , ^ . 
of Spain were regulated by former treaties. It was 
ftipiilatcd, That they fhould pay no other duties 
than thofe that were exacted of them in the reign of 
Charles II. of Spain : That they thould be treated 
on the footing of the mofl. favoured nations; and 
continue to enjoy the privilege of taking ialt at the 
ifland of 'J'ortnga. But there was no article re- 
lbi(''iing the Spanifli giuirda coflas from fcarching 
the Britifli vellcls on the high fcas : although, as 
we have already obferved, this infolcnt prerogativ'c, 
allumcd without right, and exercifed without hu- 
ininity, wua, in dFetl, the original and folc caufe of 
the late rupture, which had been attenrled with fuch 
mormons cxpcnce to the nation. It mull be owned, 
however, that hit Catholicl; Majefty was at this pe- 
riod extremely well difpofed to live upon good terms 
with Gieai-Britain. 1 le was rcfolved to indulge his 
people with the Llcfling; of peace, to prop.sgatfc afpi- 
rif of indurtry throughout hts dominions, and in par- 
ticular, to encouiugc commerce, which he forefow 
would prove a much more certain and inexhauftible 
Iburce of wealth, power, and influence, than all the 
treafures he could drain from the mines of IMexico 
and Peru. His refolutions on this interefting fubjedl 
were chiefly diredted by Don Ricardo Wall, who 
now adled as his minifler at London ; a gentleman 
of Irilh cxtradl, who had diftinguifhed birofclf in 
the field as well as in the cabinet, and poflelfed the 
joint qualifications of a general and a ftatdman. lie 
had, byviriueof a pafljiort, come o\er privately to 
England before the peace, in order to pave the 
way for the treaty, by a, llcret negociation with tlie 
PaigHlh minifleis ; bur immediately after the peace 
w,H proclaimed, he appear* d in the rliar.u'ler of 
Amhallador. He was poflelicil of the mofl infinuat- 
ing adtlrefs, fhrewd, pencmating, and inquifuivc. 

While he rdided in Loiulop, he fpared no pains in 
, learning 
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iOOK learning the nature of thofe manii failures, and that 
V j Comuiei*'v, by v,hicb Gicat-Bntain lud been fo re- 
i7'Jor markably aggrandized ; and on his iciurn to Spam, 
u’liere in a little time he was placed at the helm of 
affairs, he turned the knowledge he had thus ac- 
quiied to the advantage of his country, lie not 
only promoted the ufeful arts, within the kingdom of 
Spam, but demonffrated the infinite advantage that 
would accrue from an aiffive trade, which the Spa- 
xuards had for many ages neglefled ; and in a few 
years their fliips were feen to {warm in all the com- 
mercial ports of Europe, Of other foreign events 
■which difiinguilhed this fummer, the moft remaik- 
able wai the death of John, King of Portugal, who 
pcrfeflly undeiftood, and ffeadily puilued, the tiue 
intcrefts of his country, and in whom many prince- 
ly qualities were debafed by a cruel fpirit of bigotry 
-^nd fuperftition. He was fucceeded by his eldeft 
fon Jofeph, who if be has fallen fhort of his father 
in fomc refpedts, cannot lie juflly charged with having 
inherited this paternal weaknefs. 

§ XLVI. The King of Great Britain having re- 
turned to England, opened the feflion of Parliament 
in January with a fpeech, importing, That he bad 
coneliidcd a treaty with the King of Spain, and 
amicably adjulled fuch differences as could not be fo 
properly cotnpromifed with a general treaty : That 
»he true commerce of this nation with that country was 
ye-etlabliflied upon the moft advantageous and fure 
foundarms, and that there was the greatell reafon 
tu hope the ancient friendfliip between Great-Bri- 
taitt and Spain would, from mutual inclination as well 
as ititereft, he now elFe^hially rellorcd. He told 
them, that in conjunction with the Kmprds-Queen 
and the States-Gcneial, he liatl conclufled a treaty 
with the F.ieflor of Bavaiia ; and was employed in 
taking iuch further nicafures as might bed tend to 
ftrengihen and lecure the tranquillity of the Empire, 
liippurt its iyiletu, and utnely anticipate lucli events 

as 
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as had been found by experience to endanger the chap. 
coinmon caule, involve Europe in the calamities of i- ^ 
wafj and occafion the lofs of much blood and trea- 
fure to thefe kingdoms. He promifeci, that both 
thefe treaties Ihould be fubjecled to their perufal ; 
he gave them to underftand, that he had received 
from all the other contradling powers in the defini- 
tive treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle the moft full and 
clear declarations of their refolution to preferve tlte 
general peace ; and that he had taken care to confo- 
lidate the tics of union and fricndlhip between him 
and his allies, the better to fecure tlieir mutual in- 
terefts, maintain the peace already fubfilting, and 
prevent the occafion of any future rupture. Final- 
ly, he recommended unanimity, the improvement 
of commerce, and the eflciluai fuppreflion of fuch 
■outrages and violences as are inconliftetit with good 
order and government, and endanger the lives and. 
properties of the fubjedt, whofe happinels and tlou- 
rilhing condition he had entirely at heart. 

^ XLVII. When the motion was made for an 
atklrcfs of thanks, couched in terms that favoured 
ot the moft implicit coraplaifaoce, approbation, and 
acquiefcencc in the mcafures which the Crown had 
taken, the Earl of Eg — t, and Ibme other anti- 
courtiers, affirmed, that fuch an addrefs would be 
equally fervile and abfurd. They oblerved. That 
nothing could be more prepoflerous than a blind ap- 
probation of mcafures which they did not know : 

That nothing could be more ridiculous than that 
congratulations on the prefent happy tranquillity, 
when alraofi. evt.ry d.ay’s neivs-papers informed them 
of fome Biit’di fhips being Icized by the Spaniard 
or lonie new attack m.ade by the French on our in- 
fant colony in Nov.i-Scotia. With refpect to the 
continent of Europe, they affirmed, that the traii- 
quiliitv of Germany wouhl have been upon a much 
more lolid fiiundation, had England nevci interpofed 
in the affiurs of the Empire ; ih that cafe the Fnnees 

* »* would 
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BOOK would of thcmfcivcs have fupporied the crmfiiintjo^i 
of their own country : That the election of an infant 
irsoT of the Romans wa^ much more likely io 

clitlarb than etlablithlhe tranquillity of iluropc ; he- 
caufc it would help to overturn the conftitution of 
the Empire, by rendering the Imperial (dignity here- 
ditary in one Houfc, inftead of being the refult of a 
free eleilion. They took notice, that the conftitu- 
tion had provided Vicars to govern the Empire 
during the Vacancy of the Impciial throne ; but had 
xnatle nt) provilions of logouts, protcilors, or guar- 
dians, for a minor Emperor, becaufe il: was never 
fuppofed that a minor would bo chofen. I’liey in- 
veighed againft the late treaty with Spam ; in which, 
they fail!, the niiniftry, for the paltry fum of one 
hundred thoufand pounds, had given up the claims 
of the South-Sea Company, and other Britifti mer- 
- chants, who had fuftered from depreds tions to the 
amount of one million three hundred thoufand 
pounds 5 and bartered away the freedom of our trade 
and navigation, by leaving untouched that prero- 
gative which the Spaniards have aflumec I of fearch- 
ing the Bntilh fhips in the open feas, afld confifeating 
them ftiould they find on board the leaf: particle of 
what they called contraband merchandize. They 
produced an inftance of an Englifh fhip, j ately driven 
by (Ircfs of weather into one of the ports of the 
Spanith Weft-Indies, where (he was fearihed, feized, 
and condemned, under this pretence. They reca- 
pimhted the conduct of the French, v'ho, in the 
miilft of their declamtions of peace and moderation, 
were ftill employed in fortifying their fei tlements on 
the .neutral iflands, as well as in harafllng and cn- 
Croat hmg u|wn our plantations in Nor:h-Amcrica. 
They extUiraed againft the treaty of fi bftdy, with 
the Fieflqr of Bavaria, or any other Prince ip time 
of peace j oblerving, that for feme yeats the nation 
had paid foch penfions to the Danes and the Ilef* 
Cam i but, in the courfc of the late war, the former 
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abamlonffl our Int-frcfls, and the Ivtf'r a(9.ually tonk^’jfA!®. . 
anno ajtVind IJ-reat- Britain. 'I’ln-y aliirmcclj, tlint ^ ^ 
the fiibhtly v. -v cater tiian the natiun could Ipare ; ,y. 

lor, unlelo tlic land-tax Ihoiild be continued at fon.r 
{hillings in the pound, they could not aflord a {lul- 
ling to any Prince m Germany, without encroaching 
upon the linking fund. “At fuch a juncture (liud 
“ a certain member) will any gentleman prcfuiuc to 
“ propofe the continuation of fuch an impofition on 
“ thelancl-holder, for the lake of bribing the Fiinccs 
“ of Germany to do what? — to preferve the free - 
“ dom and independency of their native country. 

“ I fay, Princes of Germany, becaufethis fubiidy to 
“ Bavaria will fignify nothing unlcfs we take half a 
“ fcore more of them into our pay ; and when we 
“ have thus indulged them for feven year*! of peace, 

“ they may give us the flip, as others have ilone, 
whenever another war flioiild be declared . 

Againil thefe objedions the motion was fupported 
by William Pitt, at this time an advocate for 
the minillry. He obferved, that the addrcls was no 
more than the ufual compliment to the Tiirone, 
which did not imply an obligation on the Parliament 
to approve of meafures which they might find caufe 
to cenfureupon further enquiry. He laid, the trivial 
difputes ftill fubfifting between this nation and the 
Spaniards, or French, would foon be terminated 
amicably, and could never afFccd the general tran-^ 
quilliry of Europe, which was to be crtablinietl upon 
a firm alliance between his M^cfly and fuch a con- 
federacy upon the Continent as would be an over 
match for the Houle of Bourbon. He e.\patiatctl 
upon his Majcfiy’s wildom in taking off from the 
French interefl fuch a fjowcdul Prince as the Jilct tor 
of Bavaria, and conceiting olher I’alutary meafures 
forpreleiring the balance of power on the Conti- 
ncur. He defended the ai tides of the l ite tteaty 
with Spain ; ohferving, that wlut temainvd in tl.e 
Alliento contrad was a mat^r of verj little confe- 
quence to the South-Sea Gomprny ; that the tie- 
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^ Vi? ^ of this company, and other Brithli mei- 

t ^ . chants, were all cancelled by the rupture with Spain, 
i;uU. and more than rccompenfed to the nation by a great 
balance of captures during the war, as wejl as by the 
great trallick earned on with the Spanifh feitlcments 
in the Weft- Indies, after it had been laid open by 
the cktnolition of their fortreftes. He aftened that 
by tliij tieaty the Court of Spain had made many 
imfiortwint concelfions; they had condefccpdcd to pay 
a guMt Aim to the South-Sea Company : they had 
tonlented to the re-eftahliflimcnt of the Britilh tiade 
in Spun, upon a veiy advantageous and 'lolid foot- 
ing, by agreeing that the lubjedlo of Great-Brltain 
fhoiikl p'ly no other duties on merchandize than thofe 
cxai'ded of his Catholick Majefty’s own fubjeds, and 
to abulilh all innovations that had been intioduced 
into the commerce. He affirmed, that the article 
Search was a fiipWation which it Would have 
been ridiculous to iofifl upon 5 and thought proper 
to obviate a reproach which he forefaw the oppofi' 
tion vvould throw upon him, from the circumftance 
of his having upon a former occafion, heartily con- 
f urred in a motion for an addrefs, That no treaty of 
peace with Spain fhould be admitted, unlfefi fuch a 
iiipulation Ihould be firli obtained as a pi^eliminary. 
He owned ha had flrenuoufly contended for fuch a 
motion, becaufc at that time, being very young and 
fangiiinc, he thought it right and reafon&ble : but 
he was now ten years older, had conftdered matters 
more coolly, and was convinced that the, privilege 
of No Search, with rcfpe<£l to Britifh veficls failing 
near ihe American fliore, would never be ' obtained, 
unlefs Spain Ihould be brought fo low as to acqulefcc 
in any terms wc, as vuTore, might propofe. He iikc- 
witefignified his citnvidlion, that all addr^fles fiom 
the Houle of tk*mmnns, daring the courle of a war, 
for prtlcnbing terms of peace, were in tiemfelves 
ridiculous; and that every futh acldrcfs w![as an en- 
croachment on the K'iig’s prerogative, which had 

always 
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always been attended with unlucky confequenccs. c tt A P, 
How far thefe arguments arc fatisfadlory, conclufive, i- 
and confiftent, we fball leave to the reader’s deter- 
mination. Certain it is, they were adopted by the ' 
majority, and the addrefs was prefented without fur- 
ther oppolition. 

^ XLVIII. The two grand committees appointed 
to difeufs the fupplies for the enfuing year, and the 
funds upon which they were to be railed, proceeded, 
as ufual, under the dircdlion of the miniliry; yet not 
without forae vehement oppolition, in which certain 
fcrvanls of the Crown exprclicd the mod hearty con- 
currence. When a motion was made for reducing 
the number of fcamen to eight thoufand, Mr. W. 

Pitt, Mr. Littelton, and Mr. C. Oivuville oppoled 
it with all their might of argument and elocution ; 
but they were over-ruled. Annual debates were 
alfo revived, with the lame fuccefs, upon the num- 
ber of troops conftituling the Handing army; 
the other refolutions of the grand committees met 
with little or no oppofition. The number of fea- 
men for the enfuing year was limited to eight thou- 
fand ; and that of the Handing forces continued at 
eighteen thoufand eight hundred and fifty-feven ef- 
fewve men, including one thoufand eight hundred 
and fifteen invalids. The Commons granted a con- 
liderable fum of money for paying oil' the principal 
of fuch redeemable llocks as had not been lub- 
feribed, in purluance of two aids jufled in the latl: 
felEon for reducing the intereft of annuities. Thirty 
thoufand pounds were given for fultilling the King’s 
engagement with the Elector of Bavaria: large grants 
were made for fupplying deficiencies, and replacing 
I’ums borrowed from the finking-fund. The ex- 
pence incurred by the new colony in Nova Scotia, 
not provided for by Parliament, cxceevK-d filty-feven 
thouland pounds; and the maintenance of it for the 
enfuing year was fixed at (ifiy-three thoufand nine 
hundred and twenty-feven pounds, fourteen Ihillings, 

von. in* X >> and 
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ROOK and four pence. An enormous charge ! if we con- 
lidcr to how little purpofc all this bounty was be- 
flowed, A fund was eflabliflicd under the fandtion 
of Parliament, for the relief and maintenidtce of the 
widows of fca-officers, by allowing, upon the books 
of every fliip of war in lea-pay, the wages and vic- 
tuals of one man for every hundred of which the 
complement fliall confift, for fuch time only as the 
number of men employed in the fervice of the lioyal 
jSfavy fliall not exceed twenty thoufand. This was 
an additional indulgence, over and above the al- 
lowance of one man granted by a former adl of Par- 
liament. On the whole, the provifions pf this year 
amounted to live millions one hundred twenty-live 
thoufand twenty-three pounds, eleven fliillings, and 
feven pence, to be railed by the ufual duties : the 
iiun or one million twenty-fix thoufand four hun- 
ted feventy-flx pounds, fout IhiUings, and flx pence, 
uavanced by the Bank of England, to pay ofl’ then- 
own unfubfciibed annuities, for which they accepted 
Exchequer bills at three per cent, intereft ; by the 
land-tax at three Ibillinga in the pound ; a lottery 
and annuities, at the rate of three per ceiit. per ann. 
to be charged on the finking- fund, redeemable by 
Parliament. The annual meafure called the mutiny 
bill was not palled without difpute and altercation ; 
fomc alterations were propofed, but nqt adopted; 
and the fentcnces of court-martials ftill j('ubje<9:ed to 
one revifion. 

§ XLIX. In the midft of thefe deliberations the 
kingdom was alarmed with an event ijvhich over- 
whelmed the people with grief and cdnfternation. 
His Uoyal Ilighncfs the Prince of Wales, in confe- 
quence of a cold caught in his garden s^t Kew, was 
iciztd with a pleuretick diforder; and, alter a fliort 
illncfs, expired on the twcnlicth day of March, to 
the unfpeakable afftiilion of his Royal Confort, and 
the unfeigned foiTow of all who wilhed well to their 
country, Tills cxcel)(|nt Prince, who now died in 
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the forty-fifth year of his age, was pofleflcd of every cilAP. 

amiable quality which could engage the alFedion of ,, , 

the people, a tender and obliging hulband, a fond 17^ 
parent, a kind niafter, liberal, generous, candid, and 
humane; a munificent patron of the arts, an un- 
wearied friend to merit; well difpofed to aflert the 
rights of mankind in general, and warmly attached 
to the intcreft of Great-Britain. The nation could 
not but be afflidied at feeing a Prince of fuch ex- 
pedlations raviflned from their hojies; and their grief 
was the better founded, as the King had already at- 
tained to an advanced age, and the heir apparent^ 

George, now Prince of Wales, was a minor. 

§ L. His Majefty, forefeeing all the inconvenicn- An. 17c. 1, 
cies which might arife from a minority, deliberated 
with his council on this fubjedl, and refolved to ob- 
tain a parliamentary fandlion for the meafures judged 
neceflary to fecure tiie fucceflion. With this vi^ 
he fent a meflage to both Houfes on the twenty- 
fixth day of April, importing. That nothing could 
conduce fo much to the prefervation of theProtcllant 
fucceflion in his Royal Family, as proper provifions 
for the tuition of the perfon of his mcceflbr, and for 
the regular adminiftration of the government, in 
cafe the fucceflbr Ihould be of tender years; bis 
Majefiy, therefore, earneftly recommemled this 
weighty affair to the deliberation of Parliament ; 
and propofed, that when the Imperial Crown of 
thefe realms fhould defeend to any of the late 
Prince’s fons, being under the age of eighteen years, 
his mother, the Princefs Dowager of Wales, fhould 
be guardian of iiis perfon, and regent of thefe king- 
doms, until he fhould attain the ago of majority, 
with fuch powers and limitations as fhoulil appear 
neceflary and expedient for thefe purpol'cs. Ibis 
meflage produced a very affe^lionatc addrelb, pro- 
miiing to take the affair into their ferious conlider- 
ation ; and in the beginning of May the Duke of 
Newcafile prefenteU to the ^loufc of Peers a bill 

X a in 
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BOOK to provide for the adminiftration of govcrniuent, iu 
ni. cale the crown Ihould defcend to a minor. The 
bill was read a fecond time, and committed, when 
a fccond meflage arrived from his Majefly, recom- 
mending to their confideration the fettlement of fuch 
a council of regency as the bill propofed, confiding 
of his Koyal Highnefs the Duke of Cumberland,, 
who at that time commanded the army, the Arch- 
bilbop of Canterbury, the Lord Chancellor, the 
Imrd High Treafurer, or firft Lord Commiifioncr 
of the Tieafury, the Picfident of the Council, the 
Lord Privy-fSeal, the Lord High-Admiral of Grcat- 
Britain, or fird Commiflioner of the Admiralty, the 
two principal Stcretaries of State, and the Lord 
Chief Juilico of the King’ s- Bench ; all thefe great 
officers, except his Royal Highnefs the Duke, for 
the time being. This bill did not pafs through the 
nJ^vcr lloufc without Tiolent debate and bitter fav- 
'calms. I'lic council of regency, though efpoufed 
by all the minidry, including the Paymaftcr- general, 
met with fieice oppofition, as an unncccflary and 
fatal ictlridticn, that would impede the machine of 
government, and, as the council was conftituled, 
might be productive of the moll pernicious confe- 
quence. Some of tbo members ventured even to 
infinuatc the danger of leaving at the head of a large 
fianding army a Prince of the Blood vefted with a 
fhare of the regency, poBeffijd of great perfonal in- 
fluence, the flarling of the foldiery, brave, popular, 
and enlcrprihng ; fuppofed not wholly devoid of 
ambition, and not at all remarkable for any fymp- 
ti'ms of extraordinary afledion towards the perfon 
gf tlie heir-apparent. The hiftory of PJngland was 
ranfatked for invidious inftances of Royal uncles and 
regents, wlio had injured the Sovereigns, and dif- 
trdled tlie governroenr, by their pride, cruelty, and 
ambition. The charadeis of John Lackland, and 
John of Gaunt, Humphrey and Richard Dukes of 
Gloucdtcri were called in review, canvalied, com- 
pared, 
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jtavcci, and quotedj xvith fame odious applications; CHAR, 
but the majorityj being convinced of the loyalty, t , 

virtue, integrity, and great abilities of his Koyal^TliT 
Highnefs, to wliom the nation owed obligations of 
the moll important nature, palled the bill with a few 
amendments, in which the Lords acquielccd; and 
in a little time it received the Royal fandtion. 

^ LI. '’J'’he death of the Prince of Wales was fatal 
to a bill which hail been brought into the Hotil'e of 
Commons, for naturalizing all foreign Proteflaiu; 
who Ihouirl fettle within the dominious of (hcat- 
Bruain. Political arithmeticians have generally 
taken it for granted, that to every commcicial na- 
tion an increafe of people is an incrcale of opulence ; 
and this inasim is certainly true, on the fuppolitioii 
that every individual is induftrious, and that there is 
a fufficient field for employment 5 but all thefc ge- 
neral maxims ought to be received under certt^ 
qualilications. When all branches of manufadure 
are overltocked, an addition of workmen will doubt- 
lei’s be an additional incumbrance on the commu- 
nity. In the debates xvhich this bill produced, the 
members of the minifiry were divided among them- 
felves. The meafurc was enforced by the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, Mr. W. Pitt, and Mr, Littel- 
ton; and in oppoling it the Earl of Egraont was 
joined by Mr. Fox, Secretary at War. Petitions 
and counter-petitions were prefented by the mer- 
ciunts of London, Brillol, and other trading towns 
of the kingdom. All merchants and traders of fo- 
reign extrarlion exerted themlelves vigoroufly in its 
behalf, and it was wiihout doubt countenanced by 
the adminifiration ; but the [m)jet*^l wa^ odious to 
the people in general. The Lord-Mayor, Alder- 
men, and Commons of London, in Conunon Council 
.aflembled, compofe»l a reraoiifirance to the Lower 
iloule, letting forth the danger atid inutility of a 
general naturalization of foreign Proteiiants. A pe- 
tition of the merchants, and 'J^rintipal inhabitants <<{' 
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BOOK Briflol rcprcfented that fuch a law would be preju- 
^ , dicial to the trade and commerce of this kingdom, 

I'yji. preventing many indiiftrious artificers from pro- 
curing a fufiicient iupport for themfelves and their 
families, and of confequence increafing t be rates of 
the poor; that the introdudlion of fuch a number of 
foreigners, inflead of being a fupport to he prefent 
happy eflablifljment, might endanger the very bafis 
of our confliuition: that it would greatly tend to 
the diminution of our manufadlurcs, as man y ftrangers 
would doubtlcfs come and refide in Enj ;land for a 
time, in order to learn the methods and m magement 
of our manufailures and artificers; and, a ter having 
obtained this infiru6lion, return to their native 
countries, where they would eftablifli an a carry on 
works of the lame nature. The twentie th day of 
March being appointed for the third reac ing of the 
“*^1, it was potlponed, in ronfcqucnce of the unfor- 
tunate death of the Prince of W ales ; and ather peti- 
tions from difFerent cities of the kingcom being 
miiftered againlt kin the fequel, the ininiftry did 
not think proper to perfill in any unpopu] ar meafure 
at fuch a delicate conjunilure; fo the bill was no 
more brought upon the carpet. Divers < ither regu- 
lations, relating to civil policy as well as to the 
commerce of Great Britain, were propour ded in the 
iloufe of Commons; but thefe propolils proved 
abortive, either becaufe they appeared :rude and 
indi^efted in themfelves, or the Houfe could not 
obtain proper information touching the allegations 
they contained. 

^ LH. There were no other tranfad: ons in this 
fvlliun, except the concurrence of both Houfes in 
ftigmatiling a printed paper, intituled, ^ Conftitu- i 
tional Qucrie.s, farnellly recommended to the fe- 
**' rious cunfideration of cveiy true Bri on and 
the Ikpj taken by the Common--, in coni.-qucnce of 
th'‘ commotions occafionctl by the W eft it infter elec- 
tion. The above meiS'ioned paper, wlu - 1 had been 
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conveyed by letter to the majority of botli Houfes, C Ii A i'. 

was communicated to the Lords in the month of , , 

January by the Duke of Marlborough, who moved 
for refolutions againft it as a feditious libel, and that 
the concurrence of the Commons might be defired. 

A conference accordingly enfued, and both Houles 
concurred in voting the paper a falle, malicious, 
fcandalous, infamous, and feditious libel, containing 
the moil falfe, audacious, and abominable calumnies 
and indignities upon his Majclly, and the nioli pre- 
fuinptuous an<l wicked infinuations that our laws, 
liberties, and properties, and the excellent conflitu- 
tion of this kingtlom, were in danger under his Ma- 
jefty’s legal, mild, ;ind gracious government, with 
intent to inlHl groundlefs fufpicions and jealoufies 
into the minds of his Majefty’s good fubjecT:''’, and 
to alienate their affeclions from his Majclly and the 
Royal Family. Is was, therefore, rclolved by 
Lords Spiritual and Temporal and Commons in 
Parliament aQembled 5 That, in abhorrence and dc- 
tcllation of fuch abominable and feditious pradtievs, 
the paper lltould be burnt by the hands of the com- 
mon hangman in the new Palace yard of Welimin- 
ller; and this fentence was executed accordingly. 

Then they prefented an addrefs to his Majclly, de- 
liring that the molt effectual means might be taken 
for difeovering the author, printer, or publiflier, that 
he or they might be brought to condign punilh- 
raenr. Diredlions were given for this purpofc ; but 
without effect. Thofe concerned in writing, print- 
ing, and circulating the paper, had acted with fucii 
caution, that not one of them was ever dilcovcrcd. 

§ LIII. The proceedings of the Commona with 
refpedt to the election of a burgcls for Wcllminller 
were attended with tbme cxtraordinaiy circum- 
ftaoccs, which we lhall now record, fur the edilici- 
lion of thofe who pique theinfclvcs on the privi- 
leges of a Brhidi fubjc«!-,l. We have already ob- 
lerved, that a ni.ijoriry ap'^eanng on the poll for 

7 Tiovd 
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• 'BOO K Lord Trentham, the atlherents of the other candi- 
j date, Sir George Vandeput, demanded a fcrutiny, 
'TtCTT which was granted by the High-bailiff of Weftmin- 
iier, the returning officer. During this tedious in- 
veftigation, which rolled chiefly on the qualifications 
of voters, he aded with fuch addrefs and feeming 
candour as gave entire fatisfadlion to both parties, 
till at length he determined in favour of Lord 
Trentham, whom he returned as duly eledled. Thofe 
who ftiled themfelves the Independent Eledlors did 
not acquiefee in this determination without clamour, 
reproach, menaces, and riot. They taxed Mr. Leigh, 
the High-bailiff, with partiality and injuftice : they 
loudly affirmed, that mimlferial influence had been 
nfed in the mod fcandalous manner ; and, finally, 
joined Sir George Vandeput in a petition to the 
Lov'er Houfe, complaining of an undue elcdlion and 
’r»N»r'arn of a member for the city of Weflrainfter. 
The Commons, inftead of enquiring into the merits 
of thefe petitions, ordered them to lie upon the 
table ; and, without any complaint from any perfon 
whatever, a motion was made that Leigh, the High- 
bailiff, fhould attend the Houfe immediately, in or- 
der to make them acquainted with what he had done 
in purfuance of the direftions he bad formerly re- 
ceived from that Houfe, touching the execution of 
the writ for eledling a new member to reprefent the 
city of Wcflminfter. As this motion had been pre- 
concerted, Leigh was attending in the lobby, and 
immediately called into the Houfe to be examined 
on this lubjedl. Having, in the courfc of his exa- 
mination, alledged that the eledlion had been pro- 
traOU'd by affeCled delays, he was afked by whom, 
and by what means ; but, before he could anfwer, 
the Earl of Rgmont, interpofing, objeded to the 
qiicltion as improper, and moved for the order of 
the day. A debate immediately enfued, in which the 
impropriety of the queflion was demonftrated by Mr. 
iienley, now Lord-kteper, Dr. Lee, and fome 

others* 
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Others, the raoft fenfible and moderate members of CHAP, 
the Houfe : but they were oppofed with great vio- ^ ^ 

icncc by Lord Vifeount Corke, Henry Fox, Efq. Sir 
Willlacn Young, Colonel Lyttelton, and the weight 
of the miniftry ; fo that the motion for the order of 
the day was carried in the negative, and the FLgh- 
bailiff required to anfwer the queftion. Thus inter- 
rogated, he declared that he had been impeded in 
the ferutiny, and mal-treatcd, by Mr. Crowle, who 
had ailed as counfcl for Sir George Vandeput, by the 
Honourable Alexander Murray, brother to Lord 
Eubank, and one Gibfon, an uphohlerer, who had 
been very adive, zealous, and turbulent in his en- 
deavours to promote the interett of Sir George Van- 
deput, or rather to thwart the pretentions of the 
other candidate, who was fuppofed to be counte- 
nanced by the miniftry. Theie three perfons, tims 
accufed, were brought to the bar of the 
notwithftanding the ftrenuous remonfltances of fe- 
veral members, who oppofed this method of pro- 
ceeding, as a foecies or oppreflion equally arbitrary 
and abfurd. They obferved, that, as no complaint 
had been preferred, they bad no right to take cog- 
nizance of the affair : that if any undue influence 
had been ufed, it would naturally appear when the 
merits of the eledion fliould fall under their en- 
quiry : that a complaint having been lodged already 
againft the returning officer, it was their duty to in- 
veftigate his condud, and punilh him, if he Ihould 
be found delinquent; but that nothing could be 
more flagrantly unjufl, and apparently partial, than 
their negleding the petitions of the other candidate 
and ekdtors, and encouraging the IJigh-baildf, who 
flood charged with iniquity, to recriminate upon hi^ 
accufers, that they might Ik difltbled from giving 
evidence on the enquiry into the merits of the elec- 
tion. What diffcreiiLC is it to the fubjedl, tvhethcr 
he is opprefled by an arbitrary Prince, or by the 
defpotick infolence of a mi^iftenal majority? Mi. 

Crowle 
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F.OOK Crowle allctlgccl, in his own vindication, that he 
^ , had been employed as coiinfel by tiie eledlors of 

i/ji. ^Veflminflei, and attended tlic ferutiny in that 
cliaradlcr ; that after the High-baihfF had, in the 
t’ourfe of the kft feffion, received the oidcr of the 
Iloule to expedite the elediion, he burned on the 
ferutiny with fuch precipitation as, he apprehended, 
was unjuft, and prejudicial to his clients ; that, in 
this apprehenfion, he (Mr. Crowle) infifted upon 
the High -bailiff’s proceeding with more deliberation, 
and in fo doing he thought be did his duty to his 
eniploycrs. Some evidence being examined againft 
liim, declared he bad not only protradled the 
ferutiny, but alio fpoken ddrefpeciful words of the 
Houle of Commons : he ivas therefore, repri- 
manded on his knees by the Speaker, and dil- 
chaiged- 

LIV. Mr, Murray being charged with having 
littered fonic threatening and afFrontive exprefUons, 
the Houle adjourned the confideration of this affair 
for foinc days, at the expiration of which Mr. 
Murray was to be heard by his counCel ; but, in 
the me-an time, they ordered him to be taken into 
cullody by the ferjeant at arms attending the Houfe. 
This ftep, however, was not taken without a warm 
oppofition by fome of thennoft.fedaie and intelligent 
members of the Houfe, who confidcred it as a cruel 
ad of opprcflion. They obferved, that in cafes of 
breach of privilege no perfon complained of was ever 
taken into cuflody, until after he had been fully 
heard in his defence ; that this was literally pre- 
judging the caiife before it had been examined ; and 
the oppreflton was the greater, as the alledged 
oftence confuted endrely of words, of which no 
compUint or information bad been made for above 
eight months after the fuppofed offence had been 
tommitttd; and, even then, not till an accuflition 
had been lodged againflr the informant, upon the 
tflul of vthich accu%ion the perfons informed 

againft 



GEORGE II. 


315 


agaifjfl might very probably be the mofl- material r II .\P, 
witnefil’s. They obferved, that in one of the . . 

higheft olFences which can be committed by words, iTuT 
namely, that of denying the King’s right to the 
crown, or renouncing the I'rinity, the information 
mull be brought in three or four days after tlie 
words arc fpoken j the words mufl be proved to 
have been fpoken malicioufly, diicdlly anrl advi- 
fcdly, and the profecution mull commence in three 
months after the information. ''J'hefe fuggeltions 
made no more iniprclhon than if they hacl been 
uttered in a defert, 'J’hofe who were ffcure in tlicir 
number alftrteil that tlic Houfc of Commons was 
not rellriiitcd by the foims of proceedings at com- 
mon law ; and that it was nccellary to vindicate 
their own honour and dignity, by making examples 
of thole who teemed to hold them in contempt. 

Mr. Murray was committed to the cullody of^ 
ferjeant at arms, and found bail ; and (iribio.n was 
font pnfoner to Newgate, from whence he was ui a 
few days rcleafed, upon prefenting an humlilc peti- 
tion, profelfing his forrow for having incurred the 
difpleafure of the Houfe, to llie bar of which he 
was brought, and received a reprimand on his knees 
from the Speaker. In the mean time divers vvit- 
nellcs being examined before the Iloufe, declared 
That Mr Murray had been leen, about the iinie of 
the return of a member for Wellminfter, heading and 
exciting a tumult to atts of violence againlt the 
High- bailiff, 'I’he ncajority, theufote after a long 
and warm tlcbat-, agtvcd. That fui his daogermij 
and feditiuus pra>.uccs, m violation and contempt 
of tlic p.ivik'gei of the Houle, and of the freedom 
of elfet.ons, Ik 'Ihould t)e committed clofe pnloner 
to Newgate. Then, ui the clufe of another violent 
debate they rclolvcd. 'J'hat he ihould be brought 
to the >Vu' of the Huiifw, to rei.t'iv.. that fcnfcnce on 
his knec''. He uieuidingly appeared, and being 
direilted ljy th; Sptakc.’’ to Jtnecl, refufed to comply. 
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BOOK He knew that he could not be difcharged from 

V , Newgate during the feffiom without Mtitioning, 
II75U acknowledging his ofFencCj and making mcli con- 
ccflions as he thought would imply a confcioufncfs 
of guilt : he confidered this whole iranfaction as an 
oppreffive exertion of arbritrary power, jlnd, being 
apprifed of the exent of their authority, determined 
lo bear the brunt of their indignation, rather than 
make fubmiflions which he deemed beneath the 
dignity of his charaiSler. When he refufed to hum- 
ble himfelf the whole Houfe was in commotion ; lie 
wasnofooner removed from the bar thar, they rc- 
folvcd, That his having in a moft infolent and au- 
dacious manner refufed to be on his knees at the bat 
ofthatlloufe, in confequence of their fo-merrefo- 
lution, was a high and moll dangerous contempt 
of the authority and privilege of the Commons : it 
therefore, ordered, that he fhould be com- 
muted clofe prifoner to Newgate, debarrei the ufe 
of pen, ink, and paper | and that no per bn fliould 
have accefs to him without the leave of the Houfe. 
Finally, a committee was appointed to confider 
what methods might be proper to be taken by them, 
in relation to this inftance of contempt. Ileanwhile 
the petitioners againll the return made by die High- 
bailiff, perceiving the temper of the Houfe, and 
the complexion of the majority, withdrevr their pe- 
tition ; and the order which had pafled for hear- 
ing the merits of the cleblion was difcharged. Mr. 
Murray being taken dangeroully ill in Newgate, 
application was made to the Commons, fome of 
his relations, that he might be removed :o a more 
conienient lituarion ; and his phylicun, being exa- 
mined, gave it as his opinion that he wus infedled 
W'iih the gaol ditlemper. Upon this repi cfentation 
the llouk agreed that the Speaker Ihoild iffuea 
warrant for removing him from Newga te to the 
cullndy of the feijeant at arms; but this savour he 
tefuliid to accept, andltxprdiM the warm eft refent- 
' ment 
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mcnt againft tliofc relatioin who had applied to the <. i: \ 1 *. 
Commons in his behalf. Thus he vcmAineil lequcf- , ^ 

tered even from his own brother and (ider, under 17517 
the difpleafure of the Common^ of KngLvr'dj who 
condefeended fo far as to make refolutions touching 
the phyiician, apothecary, and nurle who attended 
this prifoner. But the prorogation of Patluimcnt 
having put an end to their autUoruy for that leflion, 

Mr. Murray was difeharged of courle, and con- 
duiHcd hy tlic fherilFs fuiut Kcwcvite to hi. own 
hotife, in pvocellion, with flags and II reamers ex- 
hibiting the emblems of liberty. 

§ LV. In the month of June the feflion was clofed 
witli a rpccch from the throne, in which Ins Wajefly 
thanked both lloufes for the aeal atul afiedilion they 
had manifefted towards him and his government ; 
and congratulated the Commons in particular, upon 
their lirrnnels and prudence in reducing the intci^ 
of the national debt, a meafure as agreeable to hmi' 
as clfcntial to the firength and welfare of the king- 
dom"*. — The interior occonoroy of Grcat-Biitain 
produced within the circle of this year, nothing 
die worthy of hiflorical regard, except a ierics 01 
enormous crimes, ariiing from the profligacy of 
individuals, which rcfletlcd dilgracc upon the mo- 
rals and the polity of the nation. JUpine and rob- 
bery had domineered without inlermitlion ever lince 
the return of peace which was attended with a re- 
duclion of the army and n.avy ; but now crime's of a 


* One of the most renwrl .ihl" aeh which |ns«i rt in the einiNe of 
llli’ .cssiim, wjj tint lor re rol.i-in llie cnttiii)' m. in ir of tlievt.n-, 
anil (oneetmt’ llu i.ileini.ir, Bdonliiei toil.* (tn vii.in 
vvtiuii hart bien ai 1 o)itcrni\ .it) oilnr iiniti.t nt Eiit.ip liv (hii 
Ilf ,v Uw it w 4 , ritniMl iU,u ui • luv. v,o sUoitia lic'ui on the luvt 
tia) of .f.tiniai}, .111(1 th.it (liK't lull in<e.liate tunin.i il d i\ ti'twien 
tile * Cl 011(1 .111(1 foiiitieiith ( 1 a\ ot SeiivtuU t, 1 / .-liniiUI for fh it 
time U‘ (HtulM.l, so ili.it iIhm1i\ suttxilnij. tin le.unl bIuiuUI h« 
( 1 - .mmm.thtl tlic t nnticntli of th.il iwuitii. Ilv lilt'. Lstalilislnin.iit 
of the new stile, the t(|iuii»ij\es nil -olstiei . will h.iiifieii iieatlv on 
lhtt ,apie imtiiiiol tl.i\s on whteh tli.n f.lliu the je.n 3 e>, ai thft 
(tmivtlnf Nkv; amt the cont ^iimdeiici* lu'tw. eii tli* Mn lisli nior- 
1 tuints anti tlio'" nfloiei’ii 'mnniie., tiill UoieatU fadhi.iteil, svlth 
u-p si tg the il.iti.t' at Utter, aiitl ai teium> 



III&IORY OF INGLAND. 


31 » 

jROOK ‘l-eppr (he feemeti to lift up their hedds, in ron- 
ni tempt of law and humanity Eveiy dajf almoft 
pioiJucrd fi(.fli inftances of peijuiy, forger]'', fuud, 
and riicumvenlioii ; and the kingdom exhibited a 
moft amazing jumble of Mrtue and vice, honour 
and infamy, compaflion and obduiacy, li.ntimcnt 
and biutality. 

' Vn iti'lulgcf)' parent -was poisoned b\ his onlj dnif,littr, on 
nhom, b"- les other irniks of ttndi'rntss and piitctnd 'illcitioii, he 
hill he'loi "fl 1 Iihcnl cdtifiUoti, svhich Rmlly i^nrivatoil hti unit 
111 miTniiiidi Aiioilier lotm,? womsn ms ennitmul m tht is- 
‘1 inttion ol her owu iint.lt. tvho had bun hei roiismn bencfiotor 
.tiid riih 'iiauliiii A poor rid woniin, lining (lont thi. i,.noiiii(F 
tiid iifii tninioflur nii^hhoiiis, uiciiiitd the suspicion ol sunii^ 
I MiUhcnli, MIS nimiltred m llertloiilsliiit by tin: pnptilarr, 
M I'h ill ill wiiitimniss of Inibuitv Hipe and iiniider ssuc pti- 
itii til up 111 111 iiniortimiteMDiinn 111 Ine n(.i 4 >hoiiih( ml oi lon- 
(liiii, n 1 1 1 iMnarf*nt lum sulitrtd deith lot this cmnplic iitd unt- 
M.i,\slul till ntl tnminiL issi'-ttd at hi rvcnlinn, bend him 
.nptiitn hi 1 tn Ini In innoeenu, and m tht rlnuutir of iiitnds, 
(.muraetd luiti, tshiltht stood on tin hmik oi eltniiiy 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. ir. 

§ I, Deaili of llte Queen of Demnatk Pt lnceof 
Oeatij^e. § 11. Mi/im/etJJ an Jiu^ between /he Csaiina 
ami King of Prnjjia. ^ III. Mea fares for electing a 
King of the Romans. § IV. Deulh cf the King of 
iSu'edeii. § V. tfiejfion opened. AmmofUy of the 
Commons Imvards Mr. Murray, ^ VI. Proceedings 
upon a pamphlet, intitiilid the cafe of Air. Aliuray. 

% VII. bupphes granted. % VIII. Civil-regidutions. 

§ IK. Lazo re/atino- to the fnrje.fetl cjlatcs in Srat- 
lund. % X. Avre coitlolUalions of funds. § XI. 
'Kv-'o ports opened for the import uluat of Irjh wool. 

§ XII. 77it-* Kaig /its nut for Hanover, XIII. 
Ajfiiiis of the lonnwat. ^KIV. Difptite he/zveen 
Iltinnvet and PruJJi.i, conrernbig Iut/l~Friex‘'land. 

\ X\\ Ali/hfidetjlanding htiveen the Courts of Lon- 
don and liei/tn. ^ X\ I. Improaemen' of Ponieru-* 
ma. $ XVII. Tieii/j with the EhSior Palatine. 
^ XVill. Sejjhn opened. % XIX. Supplies granted. 

% XX. Game at?. § XXI. Ael for performing 
ijuaraniine. § XXII. An.i for preventing the plun- 
dirit.g of Jbiprecksd veffcls. \ XXIII. Bill re- 
lating to the homtlv on corn exported, ^ XXIV. 
Tutley trade laid open. § IKKY, Haturahzation of 
the Jews, § XXV'I. ALirriage alt. § XXVII. 
£h lil'eraiionscohi eniing thefugat rolotiles. ^ XXVII I. 
Fate of the ngijhr InlL ^ XXIX. Sir Hans Sloaue's 
Al/ilium pun hayed h', Pat liament. § XXX. S'oty rf 
id,.,ttheth C.inniiig. ^ 'K.'SiKl. ICe.ecu/rin of Du 
Cutniton. \ XXXII. Puwtdfs in diffirent parts of 
the kingd'iiii. ^ XXXIII. Diflurbanccs m Franre. 
XXXiV. Ptueid.ngstf the diet relatiue to Eajl- 
Fntieland. ^ XX>vV. Ticaly Klis'ern the Cotutof 
Jiot'ia and the D de of Matlnotough, ^ XXX\’I- 
(' n'/rtene-'S with rtfpiA to A ox'a Scotia hiohe 
:,p. § XXXVII. Defcripti'n of Nova-St lia. 
\ XXX VIU, Du'outes iOttarfJing its limits. 
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BOOK ^ I. royal family of England had ful- 

tamed three feiere fliocks in th j compafs 
of a lew months. Befidcs the lofs of the Pi nice of 
"Waks, which the nation lamented as i 'reparable, 
his Majefly was deeply afEicted by the untimely death 
of his yotingeft daughter, the Queen of Denmaik, 
who died at Copenhagen, on the nineteenth day of 
December, in the prime of youth. She las one of 
the moft amiable princelTes of the age in which (be 
lived, whether wc confider the viitues of her heart, 
or the accomplifhments of her perfon ; generous, 
jnild, and tender-hearted; beloved even almoft to 
adoration by her royal conlort, to whoni flie had 
borne a Prince and two Princeflcs ; and ijiniverfally 
admired and tevered by the fubjcdls of his Danifh 
Majefiy. Her death had been preceded ibout two 
mofitbs by that of her brother-in-law, the Prince of 
Orange, no lefs regretted by the natives of the 
’’Dnitcd Provinces, for his candour, integrity, and 
hereditary love to his country. Though he had not 
diflinguifhed himfelf by the luflre of a fuperior 
genius, he had been at great pains to cijiltivate his 
tinderftanding, and ftudy the true intered of that 
community of which he was a member. He had 
always approved himfelf a good and zeal >us citizen, 
and fince his elevation to the Stadtholder jhip, taken 
tnany falutary fteps for the advantage of bis country. 
Among other excellent fchemes wWh hs fuggefted 
he left a noble plan with the States-General for re- 
floring their commerce to its former llaftre, and 
lived long enough to receive their warmep. acknow- 
ledgements for this laft proof of his prudence and 
pAtnoufra- His fon and daughter being both in- 
fants, the adminiflration of the govcrnmci:)t devolved 
upon the Prlncefs, as Governante during her fon’s 
minority; and as iiich Ihc lucceededto all the power 
which her hulhand had enjoyed. 

§ II. With refpedto the affairs of the continent, 
*hc peace of the NoitU feeincd Hill as precarious 

as 
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as ever; for though the rliflcrcnce between KufliacHAP. 
and Sweden liacl been compromUcd, the mutual 
dilgJifl between the Czarina and the King of 
PruHia had gained fiich acceffion from rtciprocal 
infults, ill offices^ and inflammatory derlarationSj 
that thefe two powers feemed to be on the eve of 
a rupture, and each was employed in making ex- 
traordinary preparations for war. The Courth of 
Vienna iintl Grear-Britain, forefeeing that I'nch a 
rupture ivould embroil the empire, and raife infur- 
niountable obflnuitions to their favourite fcheme of 
cle<!^ling the ArchduLc Joteph King of the Uomans, 
refohed to employ all their influence, in order to 
e(Ic(?l a recont illation between the Couit. of Pctctf< 
burgh and Berlin. Ilis Pruffian. Majelty had figui- 
fled to the King of Grcat-Bvitiin, and the States- 
General, the fituation in which he flood with the 
Czarina, and folicited their inteipofltion, that the 
difiercncc might be amicably accommodated. At 
the fame time he fent an envoy extraoidinaiy to 
Vcrfaillcs, to ncgoclate with the French King for a 
very confldenable body of auxiliaries, in cafe he 
fliould he attacked. Thefe circumftances induced 
the Maritime Powers, and the Court of Vienna, to 
Life their utmoll endeavours for the pievcntion of a 
rupture ; and accordingly they made remonftranccs 
on this fuhjeil: by their rainifters at Pcteifburgh, 
propofing that the quarrel fliould be terminated 
without blood Ihed, and all cattle of animofity be 
buried in oblivion. 

^ nr. In tbc meantime, they eagerly profecuted 
the dclign of the election ; and the Imperial minifter 
at Berlin not only communicated to his Prufliari 
Maj(4ly the fentiments of the King of Mnglantl on 
this eltpedient, but even folicited his vote for the 
Archdut^e Jofeph, when the clciHion of a King of 
the Romans fhould be propoled in the elcdoral 
college. To thil propofal he replied, Tliat lie was 
extremely well clii'pofcd to manifeil his regard for 

Tuu. HI. Y their 
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BOOK their Imperial Majcfiies, and to give the mofi. 

^ , genuine proofs of it, even in the propofed cledtion 

1^1 1. of a King of the Romans, confidenng the great 
merit of the prefent candidate, the Archduke 
Jofeph : but he left it to the conlideration of their 
Impciial Majeflies, whether the elcdlion would not 
be u little premature, if iranfacled at a time when his 
Imperial Majefly was in the flower of his age; en~ 
joying perfect health ; and when all Europe, parti- 
cularly the Empire, was hufhed in the oofom of 
tranquillity, fo that no circumtlancc feemed to 
prognoiticatc the ncccffity of Inch an eledtion ; or 
of putting in execution the motives mentioned in the 
capitulation of the reigning Emperor’s eledlion ; 
cl'pccially as the examination of thefe motives be- 
longed to the whole Empire, and ought to precede 
the election, by virtue of the eighth article of the 
treaty of Weftphalia. He obferved, that, in cafe 
of the Emperor’s death, Germany would find hcr- 
felf in a very difagrecable lituation, under the go- 
vernment of a minor. For thefe reafons, be faid, 
he could not help advifing their Imperial Majeflies 
to wait until the Archduke fliould be of age, when 
Ilia cledfion might be carried on more conformably 
to the laws and cqnflitutions of the Empire, and 
more fustable to the majefly of the whole Gerraanicfc 
body. This reply he cuculatcd among the etedlors, 
and in particular tranfmitted it to the King of Great- 
Brlt.ain, defiring they would deliberate maturely on 
this fubjedi, and confer together in a body, as well 
as in priiate, that they might proceed according to 
the ancient cultom of the eledloral college, and 
take fuch meafurcs as fhould be judged expedient 
for the honour and advantage of the community. 
This citcular letter was anfwered both by the King 
of England and the Eledlor of Bavaria, who demon- 
fl rated, that it was die privilege of the Electoral 
college only, without any participation of the other 
Ffioccs of the Empire, to elcdl a King of the Eo- 
4 mans 
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mans during tlie life of the Emj)eror, in order to c ii a i». 
maintain the peace and preferve the liberties of ^ ^ 

Germany ; and that the negleft of this wife precau- 
tton hath produced bloody wars, and many fatal 
ctjnfequcnccs to the Empire. They obferved, that 
nothing could more contribute to the eflabliftiment 
of the publick tranquillity than this meafure, fo 
ardently defired by tlie majority of the German 
Princes ; and that, although the Archduke Jofeph 
wanted a few years of being of age, and it might 
polfibly happen that the reigning Emperor fliould 
tlie during tliat l^rincc’s minority, yet it would be 
much lefs prejudicial to the Empire to have a minor 
chief, than to fee the fucceflion aUogetltcr unfettkd. 

Ilis Pruffian Majefly received a declaration to the 
lame purpofe from the EleiSlor of Mentz ; and un- 
derflanding that this Prince, as Arch-Chancclior of 
the Empire intended to convoke an ekdloral diet, ^ 
in order to propofe the eledlion of a King of the 
Romans, he wrote an elaborate letter to his Ekdloral 
Highnefs, explaining at more length, his reafons for 
polTponing the elcdtion. He quoted that fentence 
of the treaty of Weftphalia which exprclsly declares, 
that the eledlion of a King of the Romans lliall be 
difculled and ordained by the common confent of 
the States of the Empire ; and, therefore, he could 
not conceive what right the ekdloral college had to 
arrogate this jirivikge to themfelves, excluding the 
other States of the Empire. He obferved, that the 
Imperial capitulations, which were the only laws of 
the Empire that treated of this fubjcdl, mentioned 
ouly three cafcs in which it was lawful to prcicced to 
fuch an eledlion; namely, the Emperor’s leaving, 
and long abfence from, Germany ; his advanced age, 
or an indifpolhion, rendering him incapable of 
managing the reins of government; and any cafe of 
emergency in which the prckrvation of tlie Empire’s 
profocrity is intcrcficd. tie alllrmed, that none of 
theft motives at prefent exifted; diat, in cafe the 
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BOOK Impet'ial crown fliould devolve to a minor, many 
mii'cliicft and diforders muft enfuc, as the confli- 
tutions of the Empire have cfiabliflied no regulations 
not regency in that event; that an cledlion of this 
nature, carried on under the power, influence, and 
authority of the head of the Empire, would firike at 
the fundamental privileges of the Princes and States; 
confequently, in time overturn the conftitution of 
the Empire, which, from being an eledlive dignity, 
conferred by the free and independent fuffrages of 
the ele<5loral college and States of Germany, under 
certain capitulations, obliging the Piince thus cho- 
fen io govern according to law, would become an 
hercditaiy fucceflion, perpetuated, in one family, 
which, of courfe, mud be aggrandifed to the pre- 
judice of its cO'ClVates, and the ruin of the Ger- 
manick liberties. In a word, all Germany in gene- 
ral, and Katilhon in particular, was filled with 
'writings publiflted on both (ides : by the Emperor 
and his adherents, to demonftratc that the eleiStion 
of a King of the Romans, during the life of the 
Emperor, had often happened, and at this prefent 
time was neceflary, and would be advantageous to 
the Empire : while the King of Prulfla and his 
friends laboured to prove that fuch an eleflion, at 
the prefent junclure, would be ill-timed, irregular, 
and of dangerous confequence. Perhaps, if the 
truth was knovA n, this enterprifing Prince had pro- 
jefled fome gteat icheme, with the execution of 
which this propofed eftablifliment would have in- 
terfered. Certain it is, he exerted bimfelf with that 
Ijpirit and perfeverance which were peculiar to his 
ciiatai^ler to fmftratc the intention of the Courts of 
\'ienna and Ixjndon in this particular, and was 
affided with all the intrigue of the Erencli miniftry. 
Their juinr endeavours were lb elleblual, that the 
Eki'lor of Cologn renounced his fublidiary treaty 
with the Maritime Powers, and once more threw 
IjirnkU' into the nrm!» yf The Ele<?lor 

i*aktine 



GEORGE II. 


325 


Palatine being folicited by the Emprefs-Queen and ciT A P. 
his^ Britannicfc Majcft3r' to co-operate with their , ^ 

views, infilled, as a prelinfinary article, upon being 
indenmified by the Court of Vienna for the ravages 
committed in his territories by the Auftrian troops, 
during the courfe of the laftwar: the King of Po- 
land, Eledlor of Saxony, made the fame demand 
of the like indemnification, which was granted by 
tile mediation of King George: and then he fub- 
ferihed to a lublidy-trcaty, obliging Iiimfelf to fur- 
nilh a body of fix (houfand auxiliaries, in calc they 
Ihouklbc required by the Maritime Powers ; and lo 
act as Klcclor, in concert with the Houle of Aullria, 
in every thing relating to the welfare of his country 
that Ihould I'quare witli the fnndament:vl laws of the 
Empire. 'Phe Courts of London and Vienna bad 
this cledlion fo much at heait, that they founded 
almofl all the powers of Europe, to knowhow they* 

Hood affected towards the mcafure propofed. The 
King of Spain declined intermeddling in a domefiick 
alFair of tire empire. The French King returned 
an ambiguous anlwcr; from whence it was conclud- 
ed, that nothing but oppofition could be expciSlcd 
from that quarter. The Swedifii Monarch was ren- 
dered propitious to the project, by alluranccs that 
the Houfe of Hellc-Cafiel, of which he was the head, 
fiiould be elevated into an eleftorate. I'hey even 
endeavoured to (often his Prufiian Majelly, by con- 
fenting, at lafl, that the treaty of Drefilcn, con- 
firming to him the poUefiion of Silefia, fliould be 
guaranteed by the diet of rhe Empire; a landlion 
which he now .itihially obtained, Kigwhcr with the 
ratification of ids Imperial Mijcfty. Notwithlland- 
ing this indulgence, nc fiilt pcrfiltcd in railing trcfii 
objections to the liuouritc projedt on pretence of 
(•ojiccrting meafuros for preventing the inconve- 
niences that raighr rciidt from a mirmnty ; for re- 
gulating the capitulations t») be agreed ou with the 
King of the Homans ; Iccuring the freedom of future 
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BOOK ele(?\ions, and prefervlng the prerogatives and pii- 
t , vileges of the Germanick body in all its members. 

1761. In confequence of thefe obflacles, joined to the 
apoflacy of the Eledlor of Cologn, the obftinacy of 
the Elcdlor Palatine, and the approaching diet of 
Hungary, at which their Imperial Majellies were 
obliged petfonally to prelide, the meafures for the 
elcclion were fufpended till next fummer, when his 
Liitannick Majcfiy was expe£led at Hanover, to 
put the finilhing fljoke to this great event in favour 
of the Houfe of Auftria. 

^ IV. Another chfeppointment, with refpedl to 
this elcc-tiun, the promoters of it fuflaincd in the 
death of his Swedilh Majefty, who expired in a 
good old age, and was fucceeded by Adolphus Fre- 
derick, Duke of Holftein Eutin, Bifhop or Lubeck, 
\ipon whom the fucceflion had been fettled for fome 
<■ years, by the unanimous concurrence of the States 
of the kingdom. This Prince afeended the throne 
of Sweden without the leaft diflurbance ; and, of 
Ws own accord, took an oath in foil fenate, that he 
tvould never attempt to introduce a defpotick au- 
thority ; but maintain their liberties with his blood, 
and govern his fubjedls in all refpedls according to 
the laws, and the form of government ellablifhed in 
Sweden. This publick aft, which was communi- 
cated to all the foreign miniflers, and particularly to 
the envoy from Peterfbnrgh, met with fuch a 
favourable reception from the Czarina, that fhe 
exprefled her fatisfaftion in a publick declaration ; 
and the good underftanding between the two courts 
was perfeftly reflored. 

§ V. When the Parliament of England was 
opened, in the month of November, the King, in 
his fpeech from the throne, gave them to underftand, 
'J’hat for the fame purpofes which foggeded the trea- 
ty with the Elcftor of Bavaria, he had now, in con- 
junftion with the States-Gcneral concluded another 
with the King of Poland, Elcftor of Saxony. He 
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toldtliem, that llic unfortunate death of the Prince riiAP. 
of Orange had made no alteration in the date of 
afKiiri in Holland; and that he had received the .7.7^ 
drongeft alllirances from the States, of thc.r firm 
rcfolution to maintain the intimate union and friend- 
fliip happily fubfiliing bet\.een his Majcfty and thofc 
ancient and natural allies of his crown. He ex- 
horted both Houfes to confider ferioufiy of fome 
cfFc(dual provilions, to fupprefs thofe amlarious 
crimes of robbery and violcnte, grow/i fo Irequcnt 
about the capital, proceeding m a gnat mealnic 
from that profligate ipirit of irreligion, idlenei's, 
gaming, and extravagance, which had ot late ex- 
tended itftlf in an uncommon degree, to the dif- 
honour of the nation, and the great oflenrc and 
prejudice of the fober, and indufirioui pan of the 
people. The paragraphs of this fpecch were, as 
ufuai, echoed b.ack to the throne in aUthclIcs, rc-j 
plete with expreflions of loyalty, aflTedion, and ap - 
probation, Oppofition was by this time almoll 
cxtinguifiied ; and the proceedings of both Iloufes 
took place with fuch unanimity as was hardly ever 
known beiore this period in a Britifli Parhament. 

The Commons, however, feem to have aflemblcd 
with fuch fentimeiits as did no great honour to their 
temper and magnanimity. In a few da\s after the 
fcllion opened. Lord Vifeount C-^ — e, a young 
nobleman, v.hofe chavar'lcr entitled him to very 
little regard or influence among men of fenfc and 
probity, made a motion, that Mr. Mtrrray, who 
ha<i been I’o fcverely pcrfeciite<l in the lafl iVflion for 
refufing to humble huid’clt on his kns‘e> before them, 
fiiould be again committed dole pulVmcr to Ncn - 
gate for the fame otlcnce. This propolal, winch 
fuppofed a power that the Commons had never be- 
fore exercifetl, was fiiarply tlilprited by the Karl of 
Egmotit, and otltcn, who had not I't-ligned .ill fenfv 
of moderation; but the imjuniy adopted the mo.a- 
fure with great cagerntfs, and the .Spe.tkcr was 
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BOOK ordered to ifllie his warrant accordingly. Then the 
^ , Houfe reiblvcd, That the faid Alexander Murray 
17 th iliould receive the fentencej for his now being com- 
mitted clofe prifoner to his Majefty’s gaol of New- 
gate at the bar of the Houfe, upon his k lees ; and 
the Serjeant at arms was commanded to take him 
into cudody for this purpofe. Their indignation, 
however, was dudedbythe caution of the delin- 
(|ueiir, who, having forefeen the efledls of their re- 
lentmeiit, liad jirudoiitly retired to anothc country. 
Tlii.y determined, ncverthelels, to jiroceid againll 
liim .IS a iitrfon of loinc confcquencc in the com- 
monueahlv, for, being informed of his ret reat, they 
coiKhiLcmh'd (o far as to prefen t an addrefs to his 
Majelly, ddiring that his royal proclama.ion might 
be hilled for apprehending the faid Mr. Murray, 
pronnling a reward to him who Ihould have the 
good fortune to apprehend this fugitive — arequeft 
with which his Majefly tnoft gracioufly complied. 

VI. Nor was this the only addrefs prefented to 
the King upon fuch an important fubjew, A pam- 
phlet, intitied, “ The Cafe of the Hon. Alexander 
Murray, Efquiie, in an Appeal to the People of 
Great- Britain,” was firft ftigmatized in a complaint 
to the Houfe, and w'as afterwards produced, and read 
at the table. The piece was written with great acri- 
mony, and abounded with feverc animndverfions, 
not only upon the condudl of the returning officer, 
but aifo on the proceedings of the Commons. The 
violent luerabers immediately took fire, and the 
ftame extended itfelf to the majority. Nay the 
Houfe unanimoufly refolved, That the pamphlet 
was an impudent, malicious, fcandalous, and fedi- 
lious libel, falfely and mofl. injurioufly refieijling 
upon, and aiperlin^ the proceedings of :he Houfe, 
tending to cretite milapprehenfions in the minds of 
the people, to the great dUhonourof the laid Houfe, 
and in vioUtion of the privileges thereof. They 
futihermore prefented an addrefs to the King,^ tie- 
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firing his Majcfly would be ornciaufly pleafcd to give 
tlirw'iions to his Attorney-General to proiccuie the 
author-) or author, the printers or printer, and the 
publifhers or publUher of the faid fcandalous libel, 
that they might be brought to condign piinilhmeut. 
]i>ire<5 lions were accordingly given for this purpofe, 
and a profecution commenced againll the pubiilher, 
who had foine rcafon to be difmayed, confidering 
the great weight of inlluenco he was doomed to pn- 
countcr — intliiencc ariling from a profcculion of the 
CIrown inftituicd at the retjueft, and founded on u 
vote, of the ncjufe of Coniiuons. iVevcrthelefs, 
tvhen the caufc was heard before the Lord Chief 
Jiidice of {Cngland, a jury of free -horn I'lnglillimcn, 
citizens of London, allcrted their privileges of judg- 
ing the law as tvell as the fact, and acquitted the 
defendant with a truly admirable fpint of indejien- 
dency. They conlidcred the pamphlet as an appeal 
agtin/i oopjvi/f i'T T atiJ, crinnced that the con- 
tent-) were true, they could not in oonlcience ad- 
judge ltd falfe libel, even though it had been fo de- 
clared by one of the branches of the Icgiflature. 

§ Vn, The Commons, in regulating the luppUcs 
of the enfuing year, voted the continuation of eigh- 
teen tboul'and eight hundred and fiftj-rtven men for 
the land-fervicc, tliough not without lome opjiofi- 
tion from certain ])atriots, who, rather from a leiTc 
of duty ihm from anj hope of iniluencmg thenujo- 
rity, afiirmed that Hmccu tboufaud men in time 
of peaiT would aiifwer all the end-, projK'ft-d by a 
Handing army. The numlicr of feainen na;, llxcd 
at ten thouliiiid : large fums were gi anted to r.nbe 
up ilefRicncies, and fallil the eng i^.ements of the 
Crown wiili the Lleelo.jof Bavaria and hia.’Coin, as 
well as lor the uiaintenancc of NotaiStoln and 
Georgia, and tlic radhs on the conft of Guinea j 
and one hundred and twelie thonlind one hundred 
and lifty-l".o poiiiuU, three llullings, tuul tbfce 
pence were voted, as a full tompcnlaiiyii to tin- old 
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BOOK Royal African Company for their exclufive charter 
and property, to be applied for the relief of their 
j^ZXjss. creditors 

^ VIII. The laws ena61ecl for the encouragement 
of traffick and the regulations of civil polity, con- 
fided in an adl for licenfing pawnbrokers, and for 
the more effectual prcv'enting the receiving of ftoletv 
goods : another for preventing thefts and robberies, 
by which places of entertainment, dancing, and mu- 
fick in London, Weftminfter, and within twenty 
miles of the capital, were fupprellcd and prohibited, 
iinlcfs the proprietors of tlieni could obtain licences 
from the jufticcs of the peace, empowered for that 
purpofe : a third for annexing the forfeited eftates 
tn Scotland unalienably in the Crown, after having 
made fatisfatftion to the lawful creditors 5 eflablifh- 
jng a method of leafing thefe ellates, and applying 
, the rents and profits of them for the better civilizing 
and improving the Highlands, and preventing fu- 
ture dlibrders in that part of the united kingdom. 
Nothing could be more falutary than the purpofes 
of thefe regulations. The fuburbs of the metropolis 
abounded with an incredible number of publick 
houfes, which continually refounded with tne noife 
of riot and intemperance : they were the haunts of 
idlenefs, fraud, and rapine ; and the ferainaries of 
drunkennefs, debauchery, extravagance, and every 
vice incident to human nature : yet the fuppreffion 
of thefe receptacles of infamy was attended wkh an 
inconvenience, which, in fome cafes, arofc even to 

Tho« exjicnces were defrayed by a continnation of the dalles 
on m tit, &(■. a land-tax at three bhilltiigs in the pound ; a duty on 
bet Tires to he jearlv jiaid by pawnbrokers and dealers hi seeond- 
hand £,norli, within tile bills of mortality i the sum of one million 
lour hundred thonWl pimiwls adtanred by the Hank, aecnrdhia to 
a p-opo^iil made fnr that purpose ; five Iiuu-Iced thousand pounds to 
he issued by the MukUig-iund j a duty laid on (turn se ; and 
the fontimtation of dhers other ccca'-iorial imposltionsi ^ The grants 
for the \ear amoiinU'd to sonicthing less than four tniUinns, and the 
pmtidnns mule for ihi, rvpciire esceerlvd it in the sum of two hnu- 
lirwl M".enly-one thousand twenty-four pounds, ten shillings and 
Sliopence halfpcativ. 

a degree 
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a degree of oppreffion. The jiiliiccs being veficd riiAi'. 
by tlic legiflature, with the poiver of granting or 
vefiifmg licences, were conftituted, in eilKM, the 
arbiters on whofe decifion the fortunes and livelihood 
of many individuals abfolutely depended. Many of 
thofe who exercifed this fpecies of magiftracy within 
the bills of mortality were, to the reproach of go- 
vernment, men of jirolligate lives, needy, mean, 
ignorant, and rapacious, and often a<fdcd from the 
mofi Icaudaloir. principles of fflfdh avarice, 

^ TX. I'he law rdating to the nighland-i of 
Scotland was well calculated for promoting, among 
the inhabitants of that country, litcli a I'pirit of in- 
duliry as might dcrach them from their dangerous 
conncciions, and gradually I’upcrlcdc that military 
genius which had been lb prodiuhive of danger and 
alarm to the fouiiiern parts of Grcat-Britain. The 
King, by this act, was empowered to appoint Com-> 
miflioners for managing the forfeited cflates; who 
were enabled to grant leafes of fmall farms, not 
above twenty pounds a-year, to individuals, who 
Ihould take an oath to government to tefide upon 
and cultivate the lands thus let. It was alfo pro- 
vided, that no Ical'e Ihould be granted for a longer 
term than twenty-one years; and that the leliccs 
fhould not pay above three-fourths of the annual 
value. Although thefe forfcitetl cflates were gene- 
rally encumbcrt'ti with clcums beyond their real va- 
lue, and theadft diredled that they flioukl be difpo- 
fed of by public k Tale ; yet, as they lay in the mod 
difafiedled part; of tlic Highlands, it was thought 
neceflary that they fltoiild remain in the polleflion of 
the Crown, becaufe, in cafe of their being piib- 
llckly fold, they might be purchafed in trull for the 
families of the perfons liy whom they were forfeited, 
and thus tlie fpinr of dillvfib'lion would Hill furvive. 

A valuatiiHi, therefore, was made by the court of 
feiiion in Scotland, at the joint luit of the cnnvn 
and the ciedilunj anti the value being afeertained 

the 
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BOOK the juft claimants were paid out of the next aids 
granted by Parliament. 'J'lie bill met with conli- 
flcrable oppofiuon in the Iloufe of Peers fiom the 
Duke of Bedford and the Earl of Bath, who pro- 
bably forel'aw that the good efFc<fts of this Icheme, 
fo laudable in itlclf, would be fruftrated in the exe- 
cution : and that the a6l, inflead of anfwering the 
purpofes for which it was intended, would ferve 
only as a job to gratify the rapacious retainers to 
the government, and their erailfaries, in that coun- 
try. After a warm debate, however, it was adopted 
by a great ma'iority, and obtained the lloyn^ affent. 

^ X. A third law related to certain articles of the 
national debt, whicli was now conveited into fevc- 
ral joint Itocks of annuities, iransferrable at the Bank 
of England, to be charged on the finking- fund. A 
great number of different funds for annuities, efta- 
,blifticd at flifierent times, and by different ails, fiib- 
lifted at this period, fo that it was neceffary to keep 
many different accounts, wltich could not be regii- 
Jated without confidcrable trouble and expence, for 
the removal of which the bill was calculated. 

^ XI. In confequcnce of petition- from the w'ool- 
len raanufaiturers of Wcltmoreland and Yorkfhirc ; 
two bills were brought in, and paflM through both 
iloufes, by which the ports of Lancaller and Great 
Yarmouth were opened for the importation of wool 
and woollen yarn from Ireland ; but why this privi- 
lege was not extended to all the ficquented porrs of 
the kingdom it isnotealy to concei\c, without fup- 
poling a little national jealoufy on one hand, anti a 
great deal of grievous reflraint on the other. Over 
and above thefc new laws, fome unluccefsful en- 
deavours were ufed in behalf of commerce and po- 
lice. A bill was offered for laying further rcflric- 
tions on pawnbrokers and brokers, that they might 
no longer fuck the blood of the poor, and acl as the 
accellaries of theft and robbery, which was canvaf- 
fed, debated, and made its way through the Bower 
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Iloufj ; bill the Lf)nls rt jeiled ii a? a criulc fcbenj^-, r, 
which they could not amend, bccMule it was a mo- 
ney bill, not cognizable by their IToiife, without 
engaging in a difpiite with the Commons, 'Vnother 
bill was prepared, for giving poner to (hange the 
punilhment of felony, in certain cafes, to conllne- 
tnent and hard labour in dock-yarrls or garrifoiii. 
ft was the opinion of many who wilhcd well to their 
country, and wen; properly qualihcd to prole cute fuch 
enquiries, that the [iiadice of conligning Iitch a luuti- 
berof wfciclici to the lunds of the executioner ferved 
only, by its frecjiieiuy, to d<-feat the purpok* of the 
law, in robbing death of all its terror, and the pub- 
lick of many lubjcels, who might, notwiilidaiuling 
their delinquency, be in fame uieafurc rendered ul'u- 
ful to focicty. Such was the motive that influenced 
the promoters of this bill ; by which it was propo- 
led, in imitation of that economy pravfilcd in other 
coantries, to co/iJi/}e fe}onj conviiifed und^,'' iSftniH 
circuraftances to hard labour upon the publick works 
of the kingdom. The icheme was adopted by the 
Lower Houfe, but rejected by the Lords, who 
feemed apprehenfive of its bringing fuch diferedit 
upon his Majefty’s dock-yards, as would dilcourage 
perfons who valued their reputation from engaging 
in fuch employment. Of ftiU greater importance ti» 
the nation was the next meafure propnfed, in a bid 
for making the militia of Englaml more ufeful, pre- 
fented by Mr. Thornton, a gentleman of Yorkthire, 
who had dilUnguifhed himfclf by his loyalty and 
patriotifm. It was caiivafled in a committee of the 
whole Ilouic, and underwent divers amendments; 
but milcarried, through the averiion of the inlniftry 
to any projecd lending lo remove or lellen the ncceil. 
fxty of maintaining a {landing army. A t onlldor- 
able number of petitions for diHercnt regulations, in 
refpei^t to comnierco and convenience of tr-alfick, 
were prtft nied, coufukre.l, .nud loft upon the fabU*. 
•A remonfnatuT fiom the pnloiiers confined m ti,e 
gaol of the Kmg’ -Ilenrli, comjilcining of thn. 
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BOOK miferable fituation, arifing from want of room and 
other conveniencesj being taken into cc nfidcration 
175a. hy a committee, among other evidences, they exa- 
mined that remarkable perfonage wlio haa lignalized 
himl’clf in different paits of Chriliendom, under the 
name of Theodore, King of Corfica. Though for- 
nterly countenanced, and even treated as a fovereign 
Prince by the BritHh miniflry, he was now reduced 
to the forlorn condition of a confined d ebtor ; and 
to the rcproacli of this kingdom, died in prifon, 
lurrounded witli all the mifery of indigence, and 
riverwhelmcd with the infiimities of old age. But 
the mod remarkable circumllance of the parlianicii- 
taiy ir.uifadtions that dininguilhc'd this fjflion, was 
a motion made in both Houles for an ad Ircfs to the 
king, befcechiiig his Majelly, That in time of pub- 
lick tranquillity he would be gracioidly pleafed to 
avoid entering into fubfidiary treaties with foieign 
Viinccb, which are fo buthenfomc to this nation. 
This extraoidinary propofal was made und flrenu- 
oiifly urged by the Duke of B — , and 1 vehement 
debate tnfued, in which the Earls of G — , S — , and 
il — , o])pofed it with an exertion of fuperior abi- 
lities ; and the queltion being put, was carried in 
the ncgatise, without a divhion. The fame fate 
attended it in the TIoufe of Commons, where it was 
introduced by Lord H — y, and fupported by fome 
dillinguiflicd orators. The feffion ended in the 
Utter end of March, when his Majefiy, having given 
his adent to ninety- five publick and piivatc bills, 
Iwangued both lioufes, and prorogue :! the Par- 
liament-*. 

* An.P(ir; ibe pirn f^inr - of this Ion, it m?y lot be improptr 
to m< iilion t itv.\v act iui'tU> putcmimi vit' iiiiiuu., Abich li.>u bieii 
ebut.n'ly ibiiuer.t of imi oiMO's, 11m neiv rimiinal ronvict- 
cd of this lioiiid ttiwK* sliOuW tie iiU-tl m one tl \ nfier Ins seii. 
teui’tv rtwt hii bwh tblivcud to ibc ‘.lUf.tf.n-. for tb 'ninm — an cv- 
pedn-iit mhtch bam been fo'ind j-iotUtcu\i.- uf uu oalutary cwmc 
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^ XII. Immediatel)' after the prorogation the C H 

King appointed a Regency, and let out for Hanover, ^ 

in order to complete the great fdictne he had pro- i 
jeded for cleding a King of the Romans. Grcat- 
Brirain, in the mean time, produced no event of 
importance, or any tranlhclion that deferves hilio- 
rical mention, except the ratification of two treaties 
of peace and commerce with the Hates of Tripoli 
and Tunis on the coad of Barbary, concluded by 
the Britilh Confiils in thofe cities, under the influ- 
ence and aiifpices of an Englifh fqtiadroii, com- 
manded by Commodore Kcppcl, fon to tlic Earl of 
Albemarle. Tlit: tide of luxury full flowed vvitli an 
impetuous current, bearing down all the mounds of 
temperance and decorum; wliilc fraud and profli- 
gacy tlruck out new channels, through whicli they 
eluded the rellri^J^tions of the law, and all the vigi- 
lance of civil policy. New arts of deception were 
invented, in order to enfnare and ruin the unwary;* 
and fome infamous practices in the way of com- 
merce, were countenanced by perfons of rank and 
importance m the commonwealth. A certain mem- 
ber of Parliament was obliged to withdraw himfclf 
from his country, in confequence of a difeovery, by 
which it appeared that he liad contrived and execu- 
ted fchemes for dellrojnng his own fhips at fea, with 
a view to defraud the infurers. 

^ XIII. In tlie courfc of tins year the affairs of 
the Continent did not undeigo any material altera- 
tion. In J'Vance, the religious difpute concerning 
the do(Hrine of Janfenius fiiU iubfilted between the 
Clergy and the Parliament ; and It'cmed to acquire 
additional fuel from the violence of the Archbilhop 
of Paris, a haughty, turbulent prelate, whole pride 
and bigotry were iUfficient to embroil one Ijalf of 
Chriftendoin. The northern powers enjoyed a per- 
fed tranquillity : the .State-i-General of the United 
Provinces were engrofled by plans of national occo- 
noray. Spain w;\s intent upon extending iier cum- 

merer, 
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B o O K mercc, bringing her manufadturcs to pcrfedlion, ajid 
reprcffing- the infolence of the Barbary corfairs. 
His l^ortugueze Majefiy endeavoured, by certain 
peremptory precautions, to chcv k the exportation of 
gold coin from Ins dominions ; and infilled upon 
infpedting the books of the Britilh merchants fettled 
at Lifbon ; but they refufed to comply with this de- 
mand, which was contrary to a treaty fubfifting 
between tlie two Crowns ; and he thought proper to 
acquicfcc in their rcfufiil. He was much better 
employed, in obtaining from the Pope an abolition 
of the annua! proceffion called the Mn/o da fe, one 
of the moll horrid triumphs of fpi ritual tyrannj'. 
O’he peace of Italy was fccured by a defenfive treaty 
concluded at Madrid between the Emperor, his 
Catholkk Majefiy the King of the Two Sicilies, 
and the Duke of Parma ; to which treaty the King 
of Sardinia aftenvards acceded. 

\ XIV. With rcfpecl to the great fcheme of 
elecling the Archduke Jofeph King of the Romans, 
frefh objodtions feemed to rife from different quar- 
ters. The good underftanding betw'ecn the Courts 
of Berlin and Hanover received an additional Ihock, 
from a difpute concerning the propeity of Eaft 
Eriezland, which his Pruflian Majefiy had fecured, 
as heir to the lafi pofleflbr. His Bntannick Ma- 
jefiy, as Elcdlor of Hanover, having pretenfions to 
the fame inheritance, his minifter delivered a me- 
morial to the diet of the Empire, aflembled at Ra- 
tifbon, demanding that the King of Pruffia, as 
Elector of Brandenburgh, fhould be referred to the 
decifion of the Aulick council, in regard to his 
claim to the dlates of Eaft Friezland : but the King 
being already in pofleflion, refufed to fubmit his 
right to the determination of that or any other tri- 
hiinal ,• and when the diet prefuroed to deliberate on 
this ailair, liis envoy enteicd a llrong protefi againft 
their proceedingH. At the fame time, he prefented 
tlu' other miniftcrs with a memorial, tending to re- 
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furc Uie Eleclor of Hanover’s p-ttenfioiij to llip priii- f j; \ 
cipallty in ciui'ttion. i*. 

XV. At till', juni^ure hi-, rraflirn Maicfty made 
no I’crLiplo of enprellinj'’ Ins relcntnianl aoauitl iho 
court of London, which lie .ocmcJ to ronfitkras an 
oflidous cabal, that had no right to intermuldlc in 
the aliairs of Germany. Ilii rdident at London 
comiilauietl to the ilritith niiniliry, that divcri llup., 
failing under the I’rnHian Hag, had been lio|.[)ffl at 
I’c.a, and even fei zed by ICnghlh cniilcr,; and that 
his ftihjtdlj had b'-eii ill-treated anti oppiLfldl ; he, 
therefore, demanded reparalion in a jiciaaptoiy 
tone; and ui the mean time, difcontinued the p-iy- 
nient of the Silclia loan, which he liiiil diaiged inui- 
Iclf with, by an article in the treaty ot Brellau. 'I'liis 
was a fum of tiumey amounting to tw'o Imndied an.l 
fifty thonliind pounds, which the Kmperor Charles 
VI. hither of the rtigning Emprels, had borrowed 
of the fubjeefs of Great-Britain, on condition of* 
paying an interell of fix per cent, and mongiging 
the lilver mines of Silefia Ibr the repayment of the 
principal. Thefe devolved to the King of Prulfia 
with this incumbrance, and he continued to pay the 
interell piuiotually till this junftnre, when the pay- 
ment was Itopped ; and he puWifhcd a paper, inti- 
tuled, " An Lxpolition of the Motives which inllu- 
ciiccd his Cunilufl on this Occafion." In his 
memorial to the miniftry of Great-Britain he al- 
ledgcd, 'i'hal eighteen PnUfian fiiips, and thiirv- 
threc neutral veliels, in which the fubjedts of i'iuitl.i. 
were concerned, had been unjufily feized by i/iglith 
privateers: Ins account of damages anumiucd to a 
very contlderable fum; and he dem-aiKlcil, in the 
mod dtigmatick teniH, that the atlliir IliniiUt he 
finally dttcufied in the term of thtvc months front 
thy ilaie of liU romontlraucc. The cxpolitio.) imd 
iiKinorbl were fubjebied to thy exaunnation of the 
ahlcti civilians in England, who rclutad every artich 
of thy charge with equal pretiliou and peii[nv.'tutj. 
von. Ml. Z 'U'cv 
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15 O O K They proved, that captures by fea fell prtjpcrly under 
, the cognisance of thole powers under whofejurifdic- 
lion the Icifures were made ; and, therefore, his Pruf- 
lian Majefly could not, confident with tile law of na- 
tions, determine tliefe difputes in his otivn tribunals. 
They demonfliated, by undoubted evidence, the fal- 
fity of many fads alledged in the memorial, as well 
as the fairnefs of the proceedings by which fome few 
of the Piuflian vcflcls had been condeluned ; and 
made it apjicar, that no infult or injury had been 
ofiered to the fubjeds of Pruflia, Finally, they 
obfcrvid, that the Silefia loan v\^as a piivate tranl- 
adion of fiich a natuic, that, even if a w'ar had 
happened between the Emperor diaries VI. and 
his llritannitk Majefly, this muft havli been held 
facredand inMolable: that when the Eniprcfs- Queen 
ceded bdelia to the King of Piuflia, tjiis monarch 
charged himfelf with the repayment of the loan, 
" which, being a private debt, and transferrable, was 
now difllilbd into different countries, ana become the 
property of many others befides the' fubjeds of 
Great-Britain. Tney wound up their chain of rea- 
Ibning by obferving, that, according |!o agreement 
with the Emperor, the whole of this loan fliould 
have been repayed in the year one thoufand feven 
hundred and forty-five; whereas thej complaints 
Ipecified in the Pruflian memorial were founded on 
lads pollerior to that period. Whether his Prnffian 
Majefly was convinced by thefe reafons, and defifted 
from principle, or thought proper to give up bis 
claim upon other poliried confiderations ; certain it 
is. he no longer infifted upon fatisfadSon, but or- 
dered the payments of the Silefia loan | to be con- 
tinued without further interruption: a report, indeed, 
was circulated, that advantage liad been taken of 
the demur by a certain Prince, who clnployed his 
agents to buy up great port of the loan at a confider- 
ablc difeount. 
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^ XVJ. How much focvcr the King of Vruflla cli A 
may he the fubje«5i of cenfurc on this occation, it !(• 
mull be allowed tijat, with regard to his own hilj- *^^7^ 
jeds, headed as a w'ifc Icgillator, and the faiher 
of his country. He peopled the deferts of Pomera- 
nia ; by encouraging, with royal bounties, a great 
number of induflrious emigrants to fettle in tliat 
prorince ; the face of which, in a very few years, 
underwent the moH agreeable alterations. Above 
fixty new villages arofe amidll a barren wafte, and 
every part of the country exhibited nvirk-» of l\ic- 
cefbful culiivaibn. 'J'liofe folitary and dclbl iio 
plains, where no human fooifteps had for many 
ages been feeti, were now converted into fields of 
corn. Tlie farms were mgulaily parcelled out: tlie 
iioufes multiplied, and teemed with jjopulation : 
the happy ^leafants, Iheltered in a peculiar manner 
under tlieir king’s protedlion, fowed their grounds m 
peace, and reaped their harvefts in fccunty. I'lie 
fame care and indulgence were extended to the un- 
peopled parts of other provinces within the Prufiian 
dominions, and extraordinary encouragement was 
granted to all French proteftanrs who fhoukl come 
and fettle under the government of this political 
fage. 

^ XVII. The courts of Vienna anv! llanos er ftllJ 
employed their chief attention u[ton the Icheme of 
elctfting a King of the Jloraans ; and the elector of 
Mentz, influenced by the majority of the college, 
had convoked an elcdoral diet for that purpol'e: but 
flrong protefts againfl this convocation were entered 
by the illecioii of Cologn and Palatine, infoiiuich 
that it was thought expedient to conciliate this lull, 
by taking fomo Heps in his favour, with rdptiH to 
the falisfai’tion he tlrinaiKled froiii the iMiiprcfs- 
Oueen and his llritaiinick iMajcfly. His claim iijian 
the court of Vienna amounted to three inillioii'; of 
florins, byway of indemnification for th" kdlei hs 
iu<l fuluined during the war, Ik deni.indcd ul 
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BOOK the King of England twenty thoufand pounds fter- 
ling, for provilion and forage furniflied to the 
Biinfli troops while they aded on the Maine ; and 
the like fums for the like purpofes from the Statcs- 
Gcneral of the United Provinces. The Emprefs- 
Queen could not help lemonftrating againfl; this 
demand as exorbitant in itfelf, and the more iinrea- 
fonable, as the Elcdor Palatine, at the death of her 
father, had openly declared againfl. the pragmatick 
fandion, which he had guaranteed in the mofl 
folcmn manner: the, therefore, obferved, that the 
damage he had fuflained, in confequence of that 
declaration, ouijlit to be confidered as the common 
fate of war. Thefe realbns, though conclufive and 
irrefragable in the ufual way of arguing, made no 
impretiion upon the Palatine, who perfedtly well 
underflood his own importance, and was determined 
^10 feize this opportunity of turning it to the beft 
^advantage. The court of Vienna, and the Mari- 
time Powers, finding him thus obftinately attached 
to his own interefl, refolved to bring him over to 
their views at any rale, and commenced a negocia- 
tion with him, which produced a formal treaty. 
By this convention his demands in money were fixed 
at twelve hundred thoufand Dutch florins, to be 
paid at three inftalnicnts, five hundred thoufand by 
the Emprefs-Queen, and the remaining feven hun- 
dred thoufand by the King of Great-Britain and the 
States-General, according to the proportion efla- 
blifhed in former treaties. The privilege of Non 
apj^elletido, for the duchy of Deux-ponts was con- 
firmed to his eledforal highnefs, together with fome 
other rights and pretenfions, in confideration of his 
concurring with the other eledlors in the choice of 
a King of the Homans to be eledlcd according to 
the cuftoras preferibed- by the law’s and conftitutions 
of the Empire. He hkewife engaged to join them 
in fettling the articles of the capitulation with the 
King of the Homans, empeior in futuro. Yet, 'even 

after 
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after the concurrence of this Prince was fecurcd, chap. 
llie purpofed election proved abortive, from the ^ , 

llrong objections that were ftarted, and the flreiiuous 17^^ 
oppofition which was made by his Pruffian Majefiy, 
who perhaps afpired in fecretat ilie Imperial dignity, 
which the Ernprefs- Queen took all this pains to 
perpetuate in her own family. 

^ XVII. The King of Great-Britain, returning An. 
from the continent, opened the felEon of Parliament 
on the eleventh day of January with a fpeech, im- 
plying, That all his views and ncgociatlons had 
been calculated and dlrcCled to preferve and fcciirc 
the duration of the p-..iicral peace, fo agreeable and 
necetlary to the well'are of ail Europe: That he had 
the fatisfaClion to be allured of a good difpofitiou 
in all the powers that were his allies, to adiicrc to 
the fame I’alutary objedt. He exhorted them to 
continue their attention to the reduction of the na- 
tional debt, the augenentstioa of the fmking fund, * 
and the improvement of the publick revenue. He 
recommended to their ferious confidcration what 
further laws and regulations might be neceflary for 
fupprelling thofe crimes and diforders, of which the 
publick had fo juftly complained: and concluded 
with an aflurance, that his hearty concurrence 
and endeavours Iliould never be wanting in any 
mcafure that might promote their welfare and prof. 
perity. The addrefles in anfwcr to this fpeech were 
couched in the ufual form of implicit approbation : 
but that of the Commons did not pafs without 

qucllion. The Earl of E took exceptions to 

one paragraph, in which they acknowledged his 
Majcfly’s wiidora, as well as goodnefs, in purfuing 
fuch meafures as mull contribute to maintain and 
render permanent the general tranquillity of Europe ; 
and declared their fatisfadlion at the allurances his 
Majcfly had received from his allies, that they were 
all attached to the fame falutary objeCl. Ilis lord- 
fhip expatiated on the abfurdity of thefc compli- 
ments 
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BOOK racnts at fuch a juiK'\urCj when the p^ce of Europe 
^ . was fo precarious, and the Englim nation had fo 

much caufe of complaint and diflatisfaflion. He 
was feconded by foroc other individuals who de- 
claimed with great vivacity againft continental con- 
nections ; and endeavoured to expofe the weaknefs 
and folly of the whole fyfiem of foreign meafures 
which our tniniltry had lately purfued. It muft be 
owned, indeed, that they might have chofen a 
better opportunity to compliment their fovereign 
on the permanency of the peace than at this junClure, 
when they muft have feen themfelves on the very 
brink of a new rupture with the moll formidable 
power in Europe. But the truth is, thefe addreffes to 
the throne had been long confidered as compliments 
of courfe, implying no more than a refpeClful attach- 
ment to their fovereign ; accordingly, both Houfes 
agreed to their refpeSive addreftes without divifion. 
'The two grand committees of fupply and of ways 
and means, being eftablilhed, the bulincfs of the 
Houfe was tranfeCled without much altercation 5 
and the people had great reafon to be fatisfied with 
their moderate proceedings. Ten thoufand featnen, 
and the ufual number of land-forces, were retained 
- for the fervice of the enfuing year. They provided 
for the maintenance of the new colony in Nova- 
Scotia, the civil edablifliment of Georgia, the fup- 
port of the caftles on the coall of Guinea, and the 
eieClion of a new fort at Anamaboa, where the 
French had attempted to make a fettlement ; and 
they enabled his Majefty to fulfil his engagements 
w'ith the King of Poland and the EleCtor of Bava- 
ria. 

^ XIX. The fupplies, including grants for for- 
mer deficiencies and ferviccs, for which no provi- 
fion bad been made in the courfe of the lafl year, 
did not exceed two millions one hundred thirty-two 
thoufand feven hundred and leven pounds, I'evcnteen 
fhiUings, and two pence half-penny ; in order to 

defray 
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defray which cxpcncc they afligned the duty on malt, o IT A P. 
&c. the land-tax at two fhillings in the pound, , 
the furplus of certain funds in the Exchequer, and 
the fum of four hundred and twenty thoufand pounds 
out of the finking-fund ; fo that the exceedings 
amounted to near three hundred thoufand pounds*. 

As for the national debt, it now ftood at the enor- 
mous fum of feventy-four millions three hundred 
fixty-eight thoufand four hundred and fifty-one 
pounds, fifteen fhillings, and one penny ; and the 
linking-fund produrfed one million feven hundred 
thirty-five thoufand five hundred and twenty-nine 
pounds, fix fliillings, and ten pence farthing. 

^ XX. One of the firll meafurcs brought upon 
the carpet, in the courfc of this feflion, was an atSl 
containing regulations for the better prefervation of 
the game, of which fo great havock had been made 
by poachers, and other perfons unqualified to enjoy 
that diverfion, that the total extirpation of it wa% 
apprehended. 

§ XXI. The next Hep taken by the Commons 
was an affair of much greater confcquence to the 
community, being a bill for obliging fhips the more 
cfiedfually to perform quarantine, in order to pre- 
vent the plague from being imported from foreign 
countries into Great-Britain. For this purpofe, it 
was ordained, that if this dreadful vifitation flioukl 
appear in any fliip to the northward of Cape Fi- 
niflerre, the mailer or commander fbould imme- 
diately proceed to the harbour of New Grimlby, in 
one of the iflands of Scilly, and there communicate 
the difeovery to fome officer of the Cuftoms ; who 
lliould, with the firft opportunity, tranfmit this in- 
telligence to another Cutlom-hoiife officer in the 
nearefl. port of England, to be by him forwarded to 

• Several (I ntifs on salt, asw<*ll as on I'hI nn<I whilo hcirinss tle- 
livcn’d otit for home comiiRiption, were ric«k*iril peiiirmnl, 
snlijcct to be rejmned by P.n‘liamcat; and !t was pvovidrd, that tin* 
rlelll contracted upon lliese dulit s beitiir diw hor-'oil, all the iifier produce 
«f them should become part of the sinkm^-feni 
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one 01 hi<i Majofly’s ])riniipal Secretiiricfl of Slate. 
In till* mean time the ihip ilioukl unuiii ‘t ih ' faiil 
illancl, and not an indhidual prefume lO ^ 
until his Majofly's pleal'ure {liould be known It 
was allb provided, that in cafe the of a fhip 

thus infedled lliould not be able to make the idands 
of Scilly, or be forced up cither channel by violent 
winds, ho Ihould not enter any fu-queiited haibour; 
bill remain in lome open road, until he could receive 
(.'rdeis Iruni his Majefly, or the privy council ; that, 
during, this interval, he fhould avoid all intercourfe 
with the flioro, or any perfon or veflbl whatfoever, 
on pain of bciii« deemed guilty of felony, and 
iufllnng death v\'itiiout benefit of clergy. 

XXn. In order the more efredlually to reprefs 
the barhaious practice of plundering Ibips which have 
the misfortune to fuller Ihipwrcck ; a pradlice which 
prevailed upon many diflerent parts of the Britiflt 
t'oall, to the difgrace of the nation, and the fcandal 
of hunun nature ; a bill was prepared, containing 
olaufes to infoicc the laws againfl Inch lavage delin- 
quents, who prowl along the Ihorc, like hungry 
wolves, in hojie of preying ujion iheir fellow-crea- 
tiu'cs ; and certain proviQons for the relief of the 
unhappy futicrcrs'^. When the mutiny-bill fell 
under deliberation, the Earl of Egmont propofed a 
r.cw cluufe for empowering and requiring regimental 
courts martial to examine witnefles upon oath in all 
their trials. The propofal occafioned a debate, in 
which the minillry were pretty equally divided , but 
the claufe was difapproved by the majority, and 


' !{)• I’lf n‘w hw, the rlcrk of the peace in the cmiiity where the 
'f'tac hill lie coaiiniKcd i obliged, upon aceivin^ piripcr iiiramia- 
tiO'i, 10 prii'eouu' the odiudeis «it the expentc of the count w It was 
hi. \'Use [)c.)pii-i-il, th.it inc.ceno pioitcuiion of this natuic •ihotild 
’<>• '■.in.i witliiii a ccitiiin limited time after llio information 

honl.i hate bten kp.illy goto, in eaic the county might bo 
hu.l h>- the pel -.O'! who InJ bii,t.\vneil the damege, anti obliged to 
mJiimnr. bhu toi hiv Ic..-.: but this ckusc vv.ii. ipjucicd by the nia^ 
••itiu ; .Mul ill" hill, luMiig rutide iu way thiough both Houses, 
‘'fcnid 'I'f Itical ?!, cut. 
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this annual bill was enabled into a law without any tniAP, 
alteration. , 

^ XXIII. The next bill was framed in confc- jTsaT 
qiiencc of divers petitions prefented by the exporters 
of corn, who complained that the bounties were not 
paid, and prayed that the Houfc would make proper 
provifiun for that purpofe. A bill was accordingly 
brought in, importing, That intereft after the rate 
of three per cent, fhoukl be allowed upon every de- 
bcntuic for the bounty on the exportation of corrij 
payable by the receiver-general or cafhier of the 
Culloms, until the priircipal could be difeharged 
out of fuch Ciitloms or duties as arc appro[)riiitcd 
lor the payment of this bounty. Tliis premium on 
the exportation of corn ought not to be gi anted, 
except when the lowncfs of the market price in 
Grcat-Britain proves that there is a lu])erabundance 
in the kingdom ; otherwife the exporter will find 
his account in depriving our own labourers of their * 
bread, in order to fnppl> our rivals at an caficr rate: 
for example, fuppolc wheat in England fliould fell 
for twenty fhillings a quarter, the merchant might 
export into France, and afford it to the people of 
that kingdom for eighteen fliillings, becavile the 
bounty on ex[)ortation would, even at that rate, 
alford him a confulerable advantage. 

^ XXIV. A great number of merchants having 
prefented petitions from different parts of the king- 
dom, reprefenting that the trade of Turkey was 
greatly dccrcafcd, aferibing tliis diminution to the 
cxclufivc charter enjoyed by a monopoly, and 
praying that the irade might he laid open to all 
liis Majdly’s fubje^ls, one of the members for Li- 
verpool moved for leave to bring in a bill for this 
purpofe. Buell a meafurc had been twice before 
propofed without fuccefs ; but now it was adopted 
without oppolition. A bill was immediately intro- 
duced ; and, notwithftanding all the intereft and 
efforts of the Turkey company, v/ho petitioned the 

lloufe 
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it pafied through both Houfes, and leceived the 
i7S3. royal fanftion. By this regulation any Britilh fub- 
je<Si' may obtain the freedom of the Turkey Com- 
pany, by paying or rendering a fine of twe ity pounds ; 
and all the members are fecured from ih 5 tyranny of 
oppreflive by-laws, contrived by any n onopolizing 
cabal*. 

^ XXV. But this felJion was chiefly (liflinguifhed 
by an adl for naturalizing Jews, and a bill for the 
better preventing clandeftine marriagesL The firft 
of thefe which pafled without much eppofition in 
the Houfe of Lords, from which it dsfeended to 
the Commons, was intituled, “ An Ad t to permit 
“ perfons profefllng the Jewifh Religion to be natu- 
“ ralized by Parliament, and for other purpofes 
" therein mentioned.” It was fupport:d by fome 
petitions of merchants and manufafturenl, who, upon 
^ examination, appeared to be Jews, or their depen- 
dents? and countenanced by the miniftry, who 
thought they forefaw, in the confequenc ;s of fuch a 
naturalization, a great acceffion to the monied in- 
tereft, and a confiderable increafe of tl icir own in- 
fluence among the individuals of that community. 
They boldly affirmed, that fuch a law w ould greatly 
conduce to the advantage of the natim; that it 
would encourage perfons of wealth to J-emove with 
their etfedls from foreign parts into G reat-Britain, 
increafe the commerce and the credit ( f the king- 
dom, and fet a laudable example of ini luflry, tera- 


* Sevent otlier bills ■nxrc passed — one for regula 
of pabhek-hoases, and the more easy conviction oi 
ale and stiong litjaois without licence; nn act whicl 
Jujice-i of Pwee 10 tyiannire over their feilow-subj 
enabling the inaRihtrjtea of Edinhilrgh to improve, en 
the at enuts anti streets of that city, according to a oi 
be exeented by voluntary sebocrtption— A third, allov 
tion of woed and vroollcii yam from Ireland into ai 
Bntain — and a fourth, piescribing the breadth of the 
to heavy carrlauts, that the high roads of the kingde 
better j reserved. 
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perancc, and frugality. Such, horverer, were not CHAP, 
the fenliincnts of the Lord Mayor, AldcrnLien, and ^ . 

Commons of the city of London in Common-coun- J7^ 
cil alfcmbled, who, in ? petition to Parliament, cx- 
preffed their apprehenfion that the bill, if palled into 
a law, would tend greatly to the difhonour of the 
Chriflian religion, endanger the excellent conditu- 
tion, and be higlily prejudicial to the intcrcll and 
trade of the kingdom in general, and of the city of 
London in particular. Another petition to the fame 
purpofe was next day prefsnted to the Houfc, lub- 
feribed by merchants and traders of the city of Lon- 
don 3 who, among other allegations, obfervecl, that 
the confequences of fucli a naturali nation would 
greatly alfcdt their traile and commerce with foreign 
nations, particularly with Spain and Portugal, Coun- 
fel was heard, evidence examined, and the bill pro- 
duced violent debates, in which there feemed to be^ 
more paflion than patriotifm, more declamation 
than argument. The adverfaiies of the bill affirmed, 
that fuch a naturalization would deluge the king- 
dom with brokers, ufurers, and beggars ; that the 
rich Jews, under the fhadow of this indulgence, 
would purchafe lands, and even advowfons ; fo as 
not only to acquire an intereft in the Legillature, but 
alfo to influence the conditurion of the Church of 
Chrift, to which they were the inveterate and pro- 
fefled enemies: that the lower dais of that nation, 
when thus admitted to the right of denizens, would 
interfere with the induftrious natives who earn their 
livelihood by their labour; and by dint of the mod 
parfimonious frugality, to which the Englifli arc 
ftrangers, work at an under-price ; fo as not only to 
fhare, but even in a manner to exclude them from 
all employment : that fuch an adoption of vagrant 
Jews into the community, from all parts of tlie 
world, would rob the real fubjccls of their birth- 
right, difgrace the cliaradler of the nation, expofe 
iliemfeives to the mod dUhonourablc participation 
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book and intrufion, endanger the conftitution both in 
chinch and llaie, and be an indelible reproach 
upon the cftabliflicd' religion of the country. Some 
of thefe orators I'ceined tranfpoitcd even to a degree 
of enthuliafm. I’licy prognoflicated that the Jews 
would multiply fo much in number, cngiofs fuch 
wealth, and acquire fo great power and influence in 
Great-Britain, that their perfons would be revered, 
their cuifoms imitated, and Judaifm become the 
fafhionahle religion of the Englifh. Finally, they 
affirmed that fuch an adl was direefily flying in the 
face of the prophecy, which declares, that the Jews 
ihall be a feattered people, without country or fixed 
habitation, until they fliall be converted from their 
infidelity, and gathered together in the land of their 
forefathers. Thefe arguments and apprehenfions, 
which w'ere in reality fhvolous and chimerical, being 
induflrioufiy circulated among the vulgar, naturally 
'■prejudiced againft the Jewifh people, excited fuch a 
ferment throughout the nation, as ought to have de- 
terred the niimfuy from the profecution of Inch an 
unpopular meafure ; which, liowever, they had cou- 
rage enough to maintain agaiiifi all oppofition. The 
bill pafled the ordeal of both Iloufc!., and his Ma- 
Jfcfly vouchfafed the royal faiuHion to this law in fa- 
vour of the Hebrew nation. The truth is, it might 
have incrcafed the wealth, and extended tlic com- 
merce of Great-Britain, liad it been agreeable to the 
people ; and as the naturalized Jews would iHll have 
been excluded from all civil and military offices, as 
well as from other privileges enjoyed by their Chrif- 
tian brethren, in all probability they would have 
gradually forfaken their own unprofitable and obfli- 
nate infidelity, opened their eyes to the fhining 
truths of the gofpel, and joined their fellow-fubjedls 
in emiu'acing the dodlrines of Cbriflianity. But no 
minifljy ought to rilk an experiment, how plaufible 
foever it may be, if they find it, as this was, an ob- 
jc<bt of the people’s unconquerable averfion. What 

rendered 
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rcuderetl ibis unpopular meafurc the more impoli- ciiap. 
tick, was the unfoafoiiable jundlure al which it was ^ 
carried into execution ; that is, at the eve of age- 
neral eledlion for a new Parliament, when a rainiller 
ought carefully to avokl every (Icp which may give 
umbrage to the body of the people. The Earl of 

Eg 1, who argued againil the bill with equal 

power and vivacity, in deferibing the effect it might 
nave upon that occafion, “ I am amazed (faid be) 
that this confideration makes no imprcJlion. — 

When that day, which is not far oil', fhall arrive^ 

" I fliall not fear to fet my foot upon any groi'.nd 
“ of elediion in the kingdom, in oppofition to any 
** one man among you, or any new Chrifiian, who 
“ has voted or appeared in favour of this natural i- 
« zation.” 


^ XXVL Another bill, tranfmitted from the 
Upper Houfe, met with a reception equally unfa- 
vourable among the Commons, though it was fuf* 
tained on the Ihoulclers of the majority, and thus 
forced its way to the throne, where it obtained the 
royal approbation. The pradlice of foleranifing clan- 
deftine marriages, fo prejudicial to the peace of fa- 
milies, and lb often produdlive of mifery to the 
parties themfelves thus united, was an evil that pre- 
vailed to fuch a degree as claimed the attention of 
the Legiflature. The fons and daughters of great 
and opulent families before they had acquired know- 
ledge and experience, or attained to the years of 
diferetion, were every daj'' fcduced in their alTedtions, 
and inveigled into matches big with infamy and 
ruin ; and thefc were greatly facilitated by the oppor- 
tunities that occurred of being united indantaneoufly 
by the ceremony of marriage, in the firft tranfpoit 
of pallion, before the deftined vidtim had time to 
cool or diliberate on the fubjedi For this perni- 
cious purpofo, there was a band of profligate mif- 
creants, the refute of the clergy, dead to every fen- 
tinient of virtue, abandoned to all fenfe of decency 
5 and 



350 HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 

BOOK and decorumj for the rnofl. part prifoners for debt or 
delinquency, and indeed the very outcafls of human 

^753, focicty, who hovered about the verge of the Fleet- 
prifon to intercept cuftomers, plying like porters 
for employment, and performed the ceremony of 
marriage without licence or queflion, in cellars, gar- 
rets, or alehoufes, to the fcandal of religion, and 
the difgrace of that order which they profeffed. The 
eafe with which this ecdefiaftical fandlion was ob- 
tained, and the vicious difpofition of thofe wretches, 
open to the practices of fraud and conuption, were 
produdive of polygamy, indigence, conjugal infi- 
delity, prollitution, and every curfe that could im- 
bittcr the married date. A remarkable cafe of this 
nature having fallen under the cognizance of the 
Peers, in an appeal from an inferior tribunal, that 
Houfe ordered the Judges to prepare a new bill for 
preventing fuch abufes*, and one was accordingly 
framed, under the aufpices of Lord Hardwick, at 
that time Lord High Chancellor of England. In 
order to anticipate the bad effeds of clandefhne 
marriages, this new ftatute enaded, That the banns 
fliould be regularly publiflieri, three fucceffive Sun- 
days, in the church of the parifli where the parties 
dwell : That no licence fliould be granted to marry 
in any place, where one of the parties has not dwelt 
at leaft a month, except a fpecial licence by the 
Archblfhop ; That if any marriage fhoulil be folem- 
nifed in any other place than a church or a chapel, 
without a Ipecial licence : or, in a publick chapel,, 
without having publifhed the banns, or obtained a 
licence of fomc perfon properly qualified, the mar- 
riage fliould be void, and the perfon who folemnifed 
it tranfported for feven years ; That marriages, by 
licence, of parties under age, without confent of pa- 
rent or guardian, fhould be null and void, unlefs 
the party under age be a widow, and the parent 
refufing confent a widow married again : That when 
the confent of a mother or guardian is refufed from 
caprice, or fuch parent or guardian be non compos 

I '' ' nunli'i. 
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mmtisi or beyond fea, the minor fliould haverecourfe CHAP, 
for relief to the Court of Chancery ; That no fuit ^ 
Ihoulrl be commenced to compel a celebration of 
marriage, upon pretence of any contra^ft : That all 
marriages (hould be folemnifed before two witnelles, 
and an entry be made in a book kept for that pur- 
pofe, whether it was by banns or licence, whether 
either of the parties was under age, or the marriage 
celebrated with the confent of parent or guardian ; 
and this entry to be ligned by the minifler, the par- 
ties, and the witneffes : That a falfe licence or certi- 
ficate, or deftroying regifler books, (hould be deemed 
felony, either in principal or acceilaiy, and punifhed 
with death. The bill, when firft confidered in the 
Lower Houfe, gave rife to a variety of debates ; in 
which the members appeared to be divided rather 
according to their real (entiments, than by the rules 
of any political diflindlion ; for feme principal fer- 
vants of the government freely differed in opinion* 
from the minfler, who countenanced the bill ; while, 
on the other hand, he was, on this occafion, fup- 
ported by certain chiefs of the oppofitlon, and the 
dlfputes were maintained with extraordinary eager- 
nels and warmth. The principal objetSlions im- 
ported, that Tuch reftri<Stions on marriage would 
damp the fpirit of love and propagation ; promote 
mercenary matches, to the ruin of domeftick happi- 
nefs, as well as to the prejudice of poflerity and po- 
pulation ; impede the circulation of property, by 
preferving the wealth of the kingdom among a kind 
of ariftocracy of opulent families, who would alway's 
intermarry within their own pale; fubjedt the poor 
to many inconveniences, and extraordinary expence, 
from the nature of the forms to be obferved ; and 
throw an additional power into the hands of the 
•Chancellor. They affirmed, that no human power 
had a right to dillolvc a vow folcmnly made in the 
fight of heaven ; and that, in proportion as the bill 
prevented clandeftine marriages, it would encourage 

forni- 
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BOOK fornicdton and dcb4aucUeryj infomuch as ibe parties' 
reftrained from indulging their mutual paflions in an 
""^TSsT honourable mannerj would be tempted to gratify 
them by fiealth, at the hazard of their reputation, 
lu a word, they forefaw a great number of e\ ils in 
the train of this bill, which have not yet been 
realized. On the other fide, ils advocates endea- 
voured lO refute thefe arguments, and fome of them 
fpoke with great ftrength and prccifion. The bill 
underwent a great number of alterations and amend- 
ments; which were not effeifled without violent con- 
tefl. and altercation. At length, however, it was 
floated through both Houfes on the tide of a great 
majority, and fleered into the fafe harbour of royal 
approbation. Certain it is, the abufe of clandeftinc 
marriage might have been removed upon much 
ealier terms than thofe impofed upon the fubjedl: by 
this bill, which, after all, hath been found incffcdtual, 
oas it may be eafily eluded by a fliort voyage to the 
continent, or a moderate journey to North-Britain^ 
where the indiflbluble knot may be tied without 
fcruple or interruption. 

§ XXVII. Over and above thefe new flatutes 
there were fome other fubjedls which occafionally 
employed the attention of the Commons ; fuch as 
the flate of the Britifb fugar-colonies, which was 
conlidered, in confequence of petitions prefented by 
the fugar-refiners and grocers of London, Wcllmin- 
flcr, and Brillol, complaining of the exorbitant price 
demanded and given for fugars imported from Ja- 
maica ; defiring that the proprietors of land in Ja- 
maica might be obliged to cultivate greater quanti- 
ties of ground for raifing fugar canes, or that they 
(the petitioners) might have leave to import mufeo- 
vado fugars from otner countries, when the price of 
ihofe imported from Jatuaica fhould exceed a certain 
rate. This remonfirance was taken into confidera- 
lion by a committee of the whole Houfe ; and a 
great number of evidences and papers being exa- 
mined/ 
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mined, they refolved, That thie peopling of Jama- c H A P 
ica with white inhabitants, and cultivating the lands 
thereof, would be the moft proper mcafure for fe- 
curing that ifland, and increafing the trade and na- 
vigation between it and Great-Britain, and other 
parts of his Majefly’s dominions: That the endea- 
vours hitherto ufed by the legillature of Jamaica to 
increafethe number of white inhabitants, and en- 
force the cultivation of lands, in the manner that 
might bell conduce to the fecurity and defence of 
that ifland, had not been effedlual for thefe pur- 
pofes. The Iloufe ordered a bill to be founded on 
thefe refolutions ; but this was pollponed, until the 
miniflryfhould receive more full information touch- 
ing the true flate of that ifland. , The planters of 
Jamaica laboured under many grievances and hard- 
fhips, from divers heavy impofitions and refiric- 
tiona ; and a detail of thefe was tranfmitted in a, 
reprefentation to his Majefly, which was referred to 
the confidcration of the Commiflioners of Trade and 
Plantations. The caufe of the planters was de- 
fended vigoroufly, and managed in the Houfe of 
Commons by Alderman Beckford, a gentleman of 
vaft pofleffions in the ifland of Jamaica, who per- 
fcdlly well unclcrftood, and ftrenuoufly fupported, 
the interell of that his native country. 

^ XX.VlIf. Abortive alfo proved the attempt to 
efiablifh a law for keeping an annual regifter of 
marriages, births, deaths, the individuals who re- 
ceived alms, and the total number of people in Great- 
Britain. A bill for this purpofe was prefented by 
Mr. Potter, a gentleman of pregnant parts, and 
fpirited elocution : who, enumerating the advantages 
. ©f fuch a law, obferved, that it would afceriain uie 
number of the people, and the collcdlivc ilrcngtU 
of the nation ; confccjueutly, point out thofe places 
where there is a defed or cxccfs of population, and 
certainly determine whether a general naturalization 
would be advantageous or prejudicial to the com- 

Ton. iw, A V - luuuity ; 

1 • • 



tr I STORY OF ENOLANb, 
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might, on any fuddcn emergency, be levied for the 
defence of the kingdom ; and whether the nation is 
gainer or lolcr, by fending its natives to fettle, and 
our troops to defend diftant colonics ; that it would 
be the means of cdablilljing a local ndminidiation 
of civil government, or a police upon certain fixed 
principles, the want of which hath be :n long a re- 
proach to the nation, a fecurity to vice, and an 
encouragement to idknefs ; that in many cafes where 
all other evidence is wanting, it would niable fuitors 
to recover their right in courts of jufiice, facilitate 
an equal and equitable afiefliuent in railing the pre- 
fent taxes, and laying future impofitions; fpecify 
the lineal defeents, relations, and allia nces (of fami- 
lies} lighten the intolerable burthens incurred by 
the puolick, from .innamerable and abfurd regula- 
tions relating to the poors provide for them by a 
more equal exertion of humanity, a;id effedlually 
fcrcen them from all rifquc of perifliiiig by hunger, 
cold, cmelty, and oppreflion. Whether fneh a law 
would have anfwercd the fanguine oxfedlations of its 
patron, we fliall not pretend to determine j though, 
in our opinion, it muft have been attended with very 
falutary confequences, particularly in reftraining the 
hand of robbery and violence, in deteding fraud, 
bridling the ferocity of a licentious people, and efta- 
blilhing a happy fyftem of order and nibordination. 

, At firlt the bill met with little oppofition, except 
from Mr, Thornton, member for thticiiyof York, 
who inveighed againll it with great fervour, as a 
meafure that favoured of French policy, to which 
the Englifli nation ever had the ulmoft averfion, 
He affirmed, that the method in which it was pr6- 
, pofed this regiflcr fbould be kept would furniffa 
the enemies of Grcat-Britain with ccnitinuid' oppor- 
tunities of knowing the fircnglh or weaknefs of the 
nation; that it would empower an ill-defigning mi- 
, niftcr to execute any fcheme fubvcrhve df pubUck 

liberty 
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liberty inveft parifli and petty-ofEccrs of the peace chap. 

with exorbitant powers, and coft the nation about , I T- . 

fifty thoiifand pounds a-ycar to carry the fcheme , 

into execution. Thefc arguments, which we ap- 
prehend, are extremely frivolous and inconclufive, 
had great weight with a confiderable number, who 
joined in the oppofition, while the mimftry ftood 
neutral. Nevertheless, after having undcrfoiu fome 
amendments, it was conveyed fo tbe ) by 
whom it was, at the fccond readsn.''. thiovxn out, as 
a fcheme of very dangerous tendency. Tiie Icgif- 
lature of Great-Britain iiavc, on fome occafions, 
been more ftartled at the dtAant fhadow of a bare 
poffibility, than at the real approach of the moll 
dangerous innovation. 

& XXIX. From the ufual deliberations on civil 
and commercial concerns, the attention of the Par- 
liament, which had feldom or never turned upon 
literary avocations, was called off by an extraordi-’ 
nary fubje£l of this nature. Sir Hans Sloane, the ce- 
lebrated phyfician and naturalift, well known through 
all the civilized countries of Europe for his ample 
colleiSlion of rarities, culled from the animal, vege- 
table, and nitneral kingdoms, as well as of anti- 
quities and curlofities of art, had diredled, in his 
laA will, that this valuable tnufeum, together with 
his numerous library, fliould be offered to the Par- 
liament, for the ufc of the publick, in confideration 
of their paying a certain fura, in compenfarion, to 
his heirs. ITis terms were embraced by the Com- 
mons, who agreed to pay twenty thoufand pounds 
for the whole, fuppofed to be worth four times that 
fura; and a bill was prepared for purebafing this 
mufeum, together with the Harleian collciAion of 
manufctipts, fo denominated from its founder, Ro- 
bert Harley, Earl of Oxford, Loid High Treafiirer 
of England, and now offered to the publick by his 
daughter, the Duchefs of Portland. It was pro- 
pofed, that thefe purchafes fhould be joined to the 

A A 2 famous 
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11 0 o li famous Cottonian library, and a fuitabk repofitory 
provided for them and the King’s library, which 
had long lain negle(5led and cxpofecl to tlu injuries 
of the weather in the old dormitory at Well minller. 
Accordingly, tru flees and governors, con lifting of 
the moll eminent perfons of fthc kingdoii, were 
appointed, and regulations eflablilhed for the ma- 
nagement of this noble mufeum, which was depo- 
flted in Montagu-Houfe, one of the moft magnifi- 
cent edifices in England, where it is fubjedted, with- 
out referve, to the view of the publick, u uler cer- 
tain neceflary reftri(3.ions, and exhibits a glorious 
monument of national tafle and liberality Jn the 
beginning of June the feffion of Parliament was 
clofed by his Majefty, who mentioned nothing par- 
ticular in his fpeecli, but tiiat the flate of foreign 
affairs had fuffered no alteration fincc their meet- 
ing* 

& XXX. The genius of the Englifli people is 
perhaps incompatible with a llate of pcrlcdl tran- 
quillity: if it is not ruIHed by foreign prov ocations, 
or agitated by unpopular meafures of domi:ftick ad- 
miniflration, it will undergo temporary fermenta- 
tions from the turbulent ingredients inherent in its 
own conftitution. Tumults are excited, ind fec- 
tion kindled into rage and inveteracy, by incidents 
ofthemoft frivolous nature. At this juncture the 
metropolis of England was divided and difiompofcd 

* The library of Sir Hans Sloane consisted of above fifty thou- 
s sand volumes, including about tbioc hundred and fifty Irooks of diaw- 
ings, and three thousand five hundred and sixteen iiunnscr ini's, besides 
a multitude of |n'ints. The museum comprehended an iiuinite num- 
l)cr of medals, coins, urns, utensils, seals, cameos, intiglios, preci- 
ous sttmes, vessels of Jigate and jasper, chrystals, spars, fdssils, ftietals, 
minerals, ores, earths, sands, salts, bftnmens, sulptes, amber, 
ambeigiise, talcs muse, trstacca, corals, sponges, echini, eche- 
nitcs, usteiia:, Uochi, crustaua, stell* marins, fishes, birds, eggs, and 
nests, vipers, seipenls, quadrupeds, insects, human calci ila, anatomi- 
cal jaeiiaritions, seeds, gums, loots, dried plants, pictures, d(aw- 
' ings, and madieraafical ipstmments. All these avlicles,] with a short 

account of eaej?, oie specified in thirty-eight volumes in folio, and 
eight in quarto, 1 
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in a furprifiiig manner, by a difpute in itfelf of fo C M A. K 

little confeqnence to the community, that it could , ^ 

not dclevve a place iti a general iiillory, if it did 
not ferve to convey a charadleriftick idea of the 
Englidi nation. In the beginning of the year an 
obfeure damfcl, of low degree, whofc name was 
Elizabeth Canning, promulgated a report, which in 
a little time attradlcd the attention of the piiblick. 

She affirmed, that on the firll day of the hew year, 
at night, the was fcizxd under Bedlam-wall by two 
ruffians, who having dripped her of her upper appa- 
rel, fecured her mouth with a gag, and threatened 
to murder her fliould flie make the lead noife ; that 
they conveyed her on foot about ten miles, to a 
)lace called Enfield-wafh, and brought her to the 
loufe of one Mrs. Wells, where Ihe was pillaged of 
ler days j and, becaufe fhe refufed to turn prodi- 
tute, confined in a cold, damp, feparate, and un-, 
furniflied apartment; where llie remained a whole 
month, without any other fndenance than a few 
dale cruds of bread, and about a gallon of water ; 
till at length flte forced her way through a window, 
and ran home to her mother’s hoiife, alrood naked, 
in the night of the twenty-ninth of January. This 
dory, improbable and iinfupporled, operated fo 
firongly on the paffions of the people in the neigh- 
bourhood of Aildermanliury, where Canning’s mo- 
ther lived, and particularly among fanaticks of all 
denominations, that they raifed voluntary contribu- 
tions, with furprifing eagernefs, in order to bring 
the fuppofed delinquents fo jufiice. Warrants were 
granted for apprehending Wells, who kept the lioufe 
at Enfield-wafh, and her accomplices, the fervant- 
maid, whose name was Virtue Hall, and one Squires, 
an old gipfey-woman, which lad was charged by 
Canning, of having robbed her of her fl,ay.s. Wells, 
though acquitted of the felony, was punilhed as a 
bawd. Hall turned evidence for Canning, but after- 
wards recanted. Squires, the gipfey, was convidled 



HISTORY or ENGLAND. 


BOOK of the robbery, though fhe produced uiirloublcd 
evidence to prove that (he was at Abboifloury in 
Dorfetlhire that very night in which the felony was 
faid to be committed, and Canning and her fiiends 
fell into divers contradidlions during the courfe of 
the trial. By this time the prepoirc/lion of the com- 
mon people in her favour had nfen to fuch a pitch 
of enthufiafm, that the moll palpable truths which 
appeared on the other fide, had no other elFedl than 
that of exafperating them to the moft dangerous 
degree of rage and revenge. Some of the witneflbs 
for Squires, though perfons of unblemiflied charac- 
ter, were fo intimidated, that they durft not enter 
the court ; and thole who had refolution enough to 
give evidence in her behalf, ran the rifque of aflaf- 
fination from the vulgar that furrounded the place. 
On this occalion, Sir Crifp Gafeoyne, Lord-Mayor 
f of London, bchaverl with that laudable courage and 
humanity whieh ought ever to diflinguilh the chief 
magiClrate'of fuch a rociropolis. Confidering the 
improbability of the charge, the heat, partiality, 
and blind enthufiaftn with which it was proleculcd, 
and being convinced of the old woman’s innocence 
by a great number of affidavits, voluntarily font up 
from the country by perfons of unqueftionable cre- 
dit, he, in conjun<Sion with fome other worthy citi- 
zens, refolved to oppofe the torrent of vulgar pre- 
judice. Application was made to the throne for 
. mercy: the cafe was referred to the Attorney and 
Solicitor-General, who, having examined the evi- 
dences on both fides, made their report in favour of 
Squires to the King and Council ; and this poor old 
creature was indulged with his Majefty’s pardon. 
This affair was now fwelled up into fuch a fddlion as 
(divided the greater part of the kingdom, including 
thfe rich as well as the poor, the high as well as the 
humble. Pamphlets and pafquinades were pub- 
Hlhpd on both fides of the difoute, which became 
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and people of .ill ranks efpoufod one or other party c: H a i* 
with as much warmth and auimodty as had ever 
infUnicd the Whigs and Tones, even at the moll 
rancorous period of' their oppoliiion. Subferip- 
tions were opened, and large I’ums levied, on one 
fide, to proiccute for peijnry the perfons on whofe 
evidence the pardon had been granted. On the 
other hand, thofe who h.td interelled themfelves for 
the gipfey, refolved to fupport her wltnelles, and, if 
poffible, detedl the impofturc of Canning. Bills of 
perjury were preferred on both fides. The evi- 
dences for Squires were tried and acquitted ; at firrt. 
Canning abfeonded ; but afterwards furrendered to 
take her trial, and being, after a long hearing, found 
guilty, was tranfpoited to tlie Briiifh colonies. The 
zeal of her friends, however, feemed to be inflamed, 
by her convidioii; and thofe who carried on the 
profecution againll her w'erc infultcd, even to the 
danger of their lives. They fupplied her with n«?- 
ccHiu'ics of all forts, jjaid for her tranfpoitation in a 
priv.uc /lii[), wlicie (he enjoyed all the comforts 
and conveniences that could be afforded in that 
fituation, ami I’uniilhcd her with fuch recommend- 
ati[on.s as fccurecl to her a very agreeable reception in 
New-Iinghind. 

^ XXXI. Next to this very remarkable tranfac- 
tion, the incident that principally diflinguHhed this 
year in lingland, was tlie execution of Dr. Archi- 
bald Cameron, a native of North' Bnt.ain, and bro- 
ther to Cameron of Lochiel, chief of that numerous 
and wailikc tribe, who had taken the field with the 
Pvincc-Prctender. After the battle of Culloden, 
where he was dangcroully wounded, he found means 
to efcape to the Continent. His brother, the Doc- 
tor, had accompanied him in all his expeditions, 
though not in a military capacity, and was included 
with him in the adl of attainder pafied againft thofe 
wbp b.vl been concerned in the rebellion. Notwith- 
Imminent danger attending fuch an 
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BOOK attempt, the Dodlor returned privately to Scotland, 
in order (as it was reported) to recover a fum of 
money belonging to the Pretender, which had been 
embezzled by his adherents in that country. What- 
ever may have been his inducement to re-vifit his 
native country under fuch a predicament, certain 
it is, he was difeovered, apprehended, condudted 
to London, confined in the Tower, examined by 
the privy council, and produced in the Court of 
King’s-Bench, where his identity being proved by 
feveral witnefles, he received fentence of death, and 
was executed at Tyburn. The terror and refent- 
ment of the people, occafioned by the rebellion, 
having by this time fubfided, their humane paffions 
did not fail to operate in favour of this unfortunate 
gentleman: their pity was mingled with efleem, 
arifing from his perfonal charadicr, which was alto- 
gether unbleraiflied, and his deportment on this 
dccalion, which they could not help admiring* as 
the fiandard of manly fortitude and accorum. The 
populace, though not very fubjeiii: to tender emo- 
tions, were moved to compaflion and even to tears, 
by his behaviour at the place of execution ; and 
many fincere wcll-wifhers to the prefent cfiabllfl-i- 
ment thought that the facrifice of this vidlim, at 
fuch a jundure, could not redound either to its ho- 
hour or fecurity. 

§ XXXII. The turbulent fpirlt, which is never 
totally extinguifhed in this ifland, manifefied itfelf 
in fundry tumults that broke out in different parts 
of South-Britain. The price of provifion, and 
bread in particular, being raifed to an exorbitant 
rate, in confequdnce of an abfurd exportation of 
corn, for the fake of the bounty, a formidable body 
of colliers, and other labouring people, raifed an 
infurredion at Briftol, began to plunder the corn- 
vefi^ in the, harbour, and commit fuch outrages in 
the city, that the magiftrates wtte obliged to have 
tecdurfe to the military Power, A troop of dra,. 
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goons were fcnt to tlicir nfriftance, anil the infnr- chap. 
gents were quelled, ihoxigli not without fomc lilood- ^ ^ 

flicil. Commotions of the fame kind were exeiiccl 1^5^ 
in Yorkdiire, Manchcflcr, and feveial other places 
in the northern counties. At Leeds, a detachment 
of the King’s troops were obliged in their own de- 
fence to hie upon the rioters, eight or nine of whom 
were killed on the fpol; and, indeed, fo lirile care 
had been taken to rellrain the licentious inlolence of 
the vulgar by proper laws and regulations, duly exe- 
cuted under the eye of civil magiftracy, that a mili- 
tary power was found abfolutely neceflary to main- 
tain the peace of the kingdom. 

^ XXXIII. The tranquillity of the Continent 
was not endangeied by any new conteft or cliflur* 
bance ; yet the breach between the Clergy and the 
Parliament of Paris was every day more and more 
widened, and ihe people were preuy equally divided 
between fuperfliiion and aregaui for civil liberty.'* 

The Parliament having caufed divers ccclcfiallicks 
to be appreliendeilj for liaving refufed to adiniuiflcr 
the iacramonts to perfons in extremity, who refufed 
to fubferibe to the hull Unigenitus, all of them de- 
clared they adleil according to the dircdlion of the 
Archbifliop of Paris, Applicaiion .being made to 
this haughty prelate, he treated the deputies of the 
Pailiamcnt with the mofl fupercihous cotiteuipt, and 
evenfeemed to brave the power and autliunty of 
that body. They, on the other hand, proceeded to 
take cognizance of the rccufant clergy, until their 
Sovereign ordered them to defift. Then they pre- 
fented remonflranccs to his Majefly, reminding him 
of their privileges, and the duty of their ftation, 
wbich obliged them to do juflice on all delinquents. 

In the mean time, they continued to perform their 
fundlions, and even commenced a profccution againft 
the Bifliop of Orleans, whom they fumraoned to 
attend their tribunal. Next day they received from 
Vcrfailles a httre 4 ^ cachet^ accompanied by letters 

patent, 
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patent, commanding them to fiifpend all profecu- 
nons relating to the rciufdl of the facrann.nt'i ; and 
ordering the letters patent to be rcgiilercil. Tnfiead 
of obeying thefe cominantU, they nrelcnted new re- 
moxiftrances, for aiifwers to whitli they tven referred 
to the King’s former declarations In confequence 
of this intimation, they had fpirit enough to refolve, 
“ That, whereas certain evil-minded perfons had 
prevented tnitli from reaching the tin one, the 
“ chambers remained ailembled, and all other bufi- 
** nefs fhould be fufpended.'’ The afiair teas now 
become \"ry feriotis. His Majelly, by frelh letters 
patent, renewed his orders, and commanded them 
to proceed with their ordinary bulinefs, on pain of 
incurring his dilpleafure. They forthwith came to 
another relblution, importing, that they could not 
obey this injundtion without a breach of their duty 
^and their oath. Next day h fires de cachet were 
lidUed, hauifliing to d'llcrcnt parts of the kingdom 
all the members, except ihofe of the great cliam- 
ber, which the court did not find more tradable than 
their brethren. They forthwith rcfolved to abide 
by the two reloluflons mentioned above ; and, as 
an inliance of their unfliaken fortitude, ordered an 
tcclcfiaftick to be taken into culiody for refufing 
the facrameuts. This fpirited raeafurc involved 
them in the fate of the reft ; for they were alio exiled 
from Paris, the citizens of wliicli did not fail to 
extol their condud with the loudell; encomiums, and 
at tlie fame time to exprels their refentment againll 
the clergy, ^ho could not llir abroad without being 
expofed to violence or infult. The example of the 
Parliament of Paris was followed by that of Rouen, 
which had epurage enough to iifue orders for appre- 
hending the Bifhop of Evreux, becaufe, he had re- 
fufed to appear when fummoned to their tribunal. 
Their decrees on this occafion being annulled by the 
King's council of ftafe, they prefented a bold remon- 
firanccj which, however, had, no other efFed than 

thfir 
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that of csafpeming the Minihry. A giand ilcpuLi- chap, 
tion being orclerccl to attend the King, they ivorc ^ ^ 

commainled to dclhl from intermeddling in dif- 
putes relating to the refnial of the facraments, and 
toregiiler this injuniflion. At then* return they had 
recourfc to a new rcinonftrance; and one of their 
principal cuiinfelJors, who bad fpoken freely in the 
debates on this fubjedlj was arrefted by a jiarty of 
dragoons, who carried him prifoner to the cahlc of 
Dourlens. In a word, the body of the people de- 
clared for llie lAiihamenl, in oppofitioii to ecclefi- 
aflical tyranny ; and, had they not been over-awedi 
by a formidable Handing army, would certainly 
have taken up arms in defence of their liberties;' 
while the Monarch weakly fuffered liimfelf to be 
governed by prieftly dclulions; and, fcciire in his 
military appointment, fecmcil to fet the retl of bis 
fubjetds at defiance. Apprehenfive, however, th^it 
theie difputcs would put an entire flop to the admi- 
nillraliun of jufiico, lie, by letters patent, cdabhlhecl 
a royal clumilier for the prolecution of fuits civil and 
criminal, which was opened with a folcnin mafs per- 
formed in the i)iicen\ chapel at the Lonvre, where 
all the members affillcd. On this occafion another 
didlculty occurred, '’rhe letters patent, conlUuit- 
ing this new court, ought to have been regillcred 
by the Parliament, which was now no morn. To 
rernedy this ilcfcrt, application was made to the in- 
ferior court of the Chatelet ; which refufing to re- 
gifier them, one of its members was committed to 
the Bafiile, and another abfeonded. Intimidated 
by tins exertion of defpotick power, they allowed 
the King's officers to enter the letters in their regif- 
tet ; but afterwards adbpted more vigorous refolu- 
tions. The Lieutenant civil appearing in their court, 
all the counfellors rofe up and retired, leaving him 
aldne, and on the table an arret, importing, That 
whereas the confinement of one of their members, 
the profecution of another, who durft not appear, 
avA nreffni calamities of the nation, gave them 
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juH apprehcnfion for ihcir own perfona, they had, 
after mature deliberation, thought proper to retire. 
Thus a dangerous ferment was excited by the King’s 
efpoufing the caufc of fpiritual infolence and op- 
prefEon againft the general voice of his people, and 
the plaineil didlates of reafon and common lenfe. 

§ XXXIV. The property of Eaft Friezland 
continued ftill to be the fource of contention be- 
tween the Electors of Brandenburgh and Hanover. 
The interefts of his Britannick Majcfty being power- 
fully fupported by the Houfe of Auflria, the minif- 
ter of that power at the diet propofed that the af- 
fair fhould be taken into immediate confideration. 
He was feconded by the Minifter of Brunfwick ; 
but the envoy from Brandenburgh, having protefled 
in form againft this procedure, withdrew from the 
aflembly, and the Brunfwick Minifter made a coun- 
ter proteftation, after which he alfo retired. Then 
r motion being made, that this difpute fhould be 
referred to the decifion of the Aulick council at 
Vienna, it was carried in the affirmative by a ma- 
jority of fourteen voices. His Pruflian Majefty’s 
final declaration with regard to this affiiir was after- 
wards prefented to the diet, and anfwcted in the fe- 
quel by a memorial from his Britannick Majcfty as 
Eledor of Hanover. Some other petty clifputcs 
likewife happened between the regency of Hanover 
and the city of Munfter ; and the former claiming 
feme bailiwicks in the territories of Bremen, fequef- 
tered certain revenues belonging to this city, in Stadc 
and Ferden, till thefe claims ftiould be fatisfied.- 
^ XXXV. The Coqrt of Vienna having dropped 
for the prefent the feheme for eleding a King of the 
Romans, concluded a very extraordinary treaty with 
the Duke of Modena, ftipulating, that his Serene 
Highnefs ffiould be appointed perpetual Governor of 
the duchy of Milan, with a falary of ninety thou- 
fand florins, on condition that he fljould maintain a 
body of four thoufand men, to be at the difpofal of 
the Emprefs-Queen } that her Imperial Majefty 



(JKORGE II. 


Hiould have .a right to place g.amfoiu in the citadels on a r 
of Mirandola and lleggioj as well as in the castle 
of MaHa-Carrara ; that the Archduke l^eter Leo- "^TTisT** 
pold, third ion of their Imperial Majeflics, fliould 
efpoufe the daughter of the Ilcrditary Prince of 
Modena, by the heirefs of Mafla-Carrara ; and in 
cafe of her dying without heirs male, the eflates 
of that houfe and the duchy of Mirandola fhould 
devolve to the Archduke ; but in cafe of her having 
male iffue, that flic fliould enjoy the principality of 
Fermia, and other polleflions in Hungary, claimed 
by the Duke of Modenn, for her fortune : finally, 
that on the extindhon of the male branch of the 
houfe of Elte, all the dominions of the Duke of Mo- 
dena fhould devolve to the houfe of AtiHria. 

^ XXXVI. While the powers on the continent 
of Europe were thus employed in ftrcnglhening their 
refpe<Shve interefts, and concerting meafurcs foj; 
preventing any interruption of the general tranquil- 
lity, matters were fait ripening to a frefli rupture 
between the fubjeds of Grcat-Britain and France, 
in different parts of Norih-Anicrica. We have al- 
ready obforved that commiffaries had been appoint- 
ed, and conferences opcnc<l at Paris, to determine 
the difputcs between tlie two crowns, relating to 
the boundaries of Nova-Scotia j and wc took notice 
in general of the little arts of evafion pradlifed by 
the French commifiiirics, to darken and perplex the 
difpute, and elude the pretenfions of his Bntannick 
Majefly. They perfifted in employing thefe arts of 
chicanery and cavil with fuch perfeverance, that the 
negociation proved abortive, the conferences broke 
up, and every thing feemed to portend approaching 
hoftilities. But, before we proceed to a detail of 
the incidents which were the immediate forerunners 
of the war, we will endeavour to convey a jufi: idea 
of the difpute concerning Nova-Scoiia; whicii, 
we apprehend, is but impetfcdlly underftood, 
though of the utmoft importance to the intereft of 
Great-Britain, 

4 XXXVII. , 
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BOOK § XXXVII, Nova-Scotia, called by tlic Frcnolt 
Acadia, lies I'.ctwecn the forty- Ibiirth and liftietli 
degrees of north latitude, having New England ami 
the Atlanlick ocean to the foath and foiith-weft, and 
the river and Gulph of St. Lawrence to the north and 
nortli-eafl. The winter, which continues near feven 
njonths in this country, is intenlcly cold and with- 
out the intervention of any thing that can be called 
fpring, it is immediately fticcctdcd by a fummer, 
the heat of which is almoft infupj)ortablc, but of 
uo long continuance. The foil in general is thin 
and barren, though fome parts of it are faid to be 
equal to the beft land in England. The whole 
country is covered with a perpetual fog, even after 
the fummer has commenced. It was firft pofiefled by 
the French, before they made any eftabliflimcnt in 
Canada j who, by dint of induflry and indcfatigsi- 
ble perfeverance, in ftrpggling with the many diffi- 
culties they necelTariiy laboured under in the infancy 
of this fettlement, fublifled tolerably well, and in- 
creafed conliderably, with very little affiftance from 
Europe : whilft we, even now, fhould lofc tlieiraraenfe 
expence we have already been at to fettle a ctilony 
there, and fhould fee all our endeavours to that end 
defeated, if the fupport of the royal hand w'as with- 
drawn but for a moment. This country, by the 
pofleffion of which, an enemy would be enabled 
greatly to annoy all our other colonics, and, if in 
the hands of the French, would be of figular fer- 
viceboth to their fifhery and their fugai' islands, has 
frequently changed bands from the FicncU to the 
Englifh, and from the Englifli back again to the 
French, till our right to it was finally fettled by the 
twelfth article of the treaty of 'Utrecht, by which all 
the country included within the ancient limits of 
what was called Nova-Scotia or Acadia, was ceded 
to the Englifh. This article was confirmed by the 
treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle ; but, for want of afeer- 
taining diftindlly what were the bounds totended .t» 
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be fixcil - I' iuUiO'i ft' ill ief|H<'n to thh t H A l’. 
pr<nit'( < *s'‘ * .iK'lV, .uul tniiHuillrines, , wc ^ ^ 

liave • ( 1 , vvcic appointed by both lidea, to i7.Ci7 

adjiill ' 1 if^aiion. 

^ '' kVlH. Tlio oominilfavies of tin; King of 
Greai lini.iin ouufurmed ihemlblvcs to the rule l.iid 
down by the treaty iifclf, and .diigncd thole as the 
ancient limits o( this toiiniiy which had always 
palled as fuch, liom the very earlicll tunc of aiiy 
certainty, down to the conclufion of the treaty ; 
which the tw'O crowns had frequently declared to be 
fuch, and which the Fiench had often admitted and 
allowed. Thele limits are, the fonthern bank of 
the river St. Lawience to the north, and Peniagoet 
to the weft ; the country fiiuated between thefe 
boundaries is that which the French received by the 
treaty of St. Germain’s, in the year one thoufand 
fix hundred and tUirry-lwo, under the general name 
of Acadia. Of this country, thus, liiuired, they^ 
continued in I'udloiruin from that period to the year 
one thoufand fix luindrcd and fitty-four, when a 
defeenr was made upon it, under the command of 
Colonel Sedgwick. 'I’liat thde were then the uu- 
difputed limit.-, of Acjidki, his Braitannick Majefty’s 
commiliiarles plainly proved, by a Idler of Louis 
XIII. to the Sieurs Cliarnifay and La Tour, regu- 
lating their jurifdii'lions in Acadia; by the fuliie- 
quent corainillions of the Fiench King to the fiime 
perfons, as Governors of Acadia, in the fcquci ; 
and by that which was afterwards granted to the 
Sieur Denys, in the year one thoufand fix hundred 
and fifty-four ; all of which extend the bounds of this 
country from the river St. Lawrence to Pentagoet 
and New-Kngknd. Tliat thefe were the notions of 
the French with refpedd to the ancient limits of this 
province was further confirmed by the,demand made 
by 'their Ambafllidor, in the courfe of that fame year, 
for the reftilutiou of the forts Pentagoet, St. John’s 
and Port-lCoyal, as forts fituated in Acadia. In 
the year one thoufand fix hundred and fixty-two, 

upon 
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BOOK upon the revival of the claim of France 10 the country 
of Acadia, which had been left undecided by the 
treaty of Weflminfler, the French Anibaffador, then 
at the Court of London, alfigned Pantagoet as the 
weftern, and the river St. Lawience as the northern 
boundiy of that country ; and allcdged the reflitu- 
tion of Acadia in the year one thoufand fix hundred 
and thirty-two, and the pofleliion taken by France 
in confequence thereof, as well as the continuation 
of that pofledion, with the fame limits, to the year 
one thoufand fix hundied and fifty-four, as proofs of 
the equity and validity of the claim he then made : 
in which claim, and in the manner of fupporting it, 
he was particularly approved of by the Court of 
France. The fame Couit afterwards thought it fo 
dear, upon foimer determinations, and her own 
former poflefljons, that the true andent boundaries 
^f Acadia were Pcniagoct to the weft, and the river 
St. Lawrence to the north, that flie defired no fpe- 
cification of limits in the treaty of Breda, but was 
contented with the reflitution of Acadia ; generally 
named ; and, upon a difpute which arole in the 
execution of this treaty, I'Yance rc-afidted, and 
Great-Britain, after tome difcuflioii, agreed to the 
above-mentioned limits of Acadia; and France 
obtained pofteflion of that country, fo hounded, 
under the treaty of Breda. The I'enfe of France 
upon this lubjetft, in the years one thoufand fix 
hundred and eighty-fivc, and one thoufand fix 
hundred and eighty-feven, was alfo clearly mani- 
fefled, in the memorials delivered at that time by 
the Pencil Arabaflador at the Court of London, 
complaining of fome encroachments made by the 
Englifh upon the coaft of Acadia ; he deferibed the 
country as extending from ifle Pcrc€e, which lies at 
the entrances of the river St. Lawrence, to St. 
George’s ifland : and again, in a fubfeciuent com- 
plaint, made by Monf. Barillon and Monf. de 
Bonrepatts to the Court of Great-Britain, againft 
the iudae of Pemaquid, for having feized the cjHeifts 
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of a Fi'cadi merchunt at_ Pcntagoet, which, faid CJJAP, 
they, wasiitUiUetl in Acadia, as rcftdrcd to France 
by the treaty of Ilreda. To explain the fenfe of jws, 
France, touching the bounds of Acadia in the year 
one thoufancl fevon hundred, the Britifli commiira- 
ries produced a propoliil of the French Atnbaflador, 
then rciiding in Grcat-Britain, to reftrain the limits 
of that country to the riv'er St. George. They allb 
inftanced the lurrender of Port-Koyal in the year 
one tboufantl feven hundred and ten, in which. 

Acadia is deferibed with the fame limits with which 
France had received it in the years one thoufand fix 
hundred and thirty- two, and one thoufand fix hun- 
dred and fixty-leven. And further to afeertain the 
fenfe of both crowns, even at the treaty of Utrecht 
itfelf, they produced the Queen of Great-Britain’s 
inllruiStions to her Ambaflddor.s in the year one thou- 
fand levcn hundred and eleven, in which they were 
direded to infill, “ That his Moll Chrillian Ma-" 

“ jefty fhouKl quit all claim or title, by virtue of 
“ any former treaty, or otherwife, to tlie country 
called Nova-Scolia, and expreftly to Vori-Koyal, 

“ otherwilo Annapolis- Royal.” To theie they 
added a m inlfell (Icraonllration, founded on indif- 
piitablc fai'ls, proving that the recital of the ieveral 
forts of right which France htxd ever pretended to 
this country, and the fpecification of both terms, 

Acadia or Nova- Scotia, were intended by Great- 
Britain to obviate all doybts which had ever been 
made concerning the limits of Acadia, and to com- 
prehend with more certainty all that country which 
IVance bad ever received as fuch ; finally, to fpecify 
what France confideredas Acadia. During the treaty, 
they referred to the offers of that crown in the yeat 
one thoufand feven hundred and twelve, in which' 

Ihe propofed to reftrain the boundary of Acadia id 
the river St. George, as a departure from its real 
boundary, in cafe Great- Britain would refiore to her 
the poiiellion of that country. From all thefe 
voj^, Ui. B » it 



BOOK it 'plainly appears that Oreat-Britain demanded 
di- nothing but what the fair confliiK^ion of the words 
of the treaty of Utrecht neceiranly implies; and 
' that it is impoflible for any thing to have more 
evident marks of candour and fairnefs in it, than 
the demand of the Englirti on this occafion. From 
the variety of evidence brought in luppoit of this 
claim, it evidently refulis, that the English Com- 
miilaiics affigned no limits as the ancient limits of 
Acadia, but thofe which France herfclf determined 
to he fuch in the year one thoufand fix bundled and 
thirty-lwo ; and which flie pofletted, in confcqucncc 
of that determination, till the year one thoufand fix 
hundred and fifty-four; that m one thouland fix 
bundled and fixly-two France claimed, and recched 
in one thoufand fix hundred and fixty nine, the 
country which Great- Britain now claims as Acadia, 
reftored to France by the treaty of Breda under that 
-general denomination: That France never coiifi- 
dered Acadia, as having any other limits than thofe 
which were affigned to it from the year one thoufand 
fix hundred andthirty-two, to the year one ihoufiind 
' feven hundred and ten ; and that, by the treaty of 
Utrecht, flic engaged to transfer that very lame 
country as Acadia, which France has always tvfllned 
and podefTed, and Great-Britain now claims, as fuch. 
Should the Crown of France, therefore, Ije ever 
■willing to decide what are the ancient limits of 
Acadia, by her own declarations fo frequently made 
in like difeuflions upon the fame point, by her 
poflelfions of this country for almofl: a century, and 
by her defcrlption of Acadia, during the negociation 
of that very treaty upon which this doubt is rwfed, 
file cannot but admit the claim qf Great-Britain to 
be conformable to the treaty of Utrecht, and to the 
defeription of the country transferred to Great- 
Btitain by the twelfth article of that treaty. There 
is a confifiency in the claim of the Englifli, and a 
completenefs iq the evidence brought in fupport of 
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if, wliich IS fi'Wom lion in difculiions of this fort; cilAP. 
I'ur it. r.xfcly hxj)|i<inSj iti difputcs of inch a nature ^ j 
beiwrcn two crowns, that either of them can fafely 179^ 
oiler to have its pretenfions tlccidecl by the known 
and repeated declarations, or the poHkllions of the 
other, To anfwer the force of this derail of con- 
clufivc hidorical fa<Ms, and to give a new turn to 
the real qurftion in difpute, the P'rcnch corotnillaries, 
in their memorial, laid it down As a difliniSlion 
made by the treaty of Utrecht, that the ancient 
limits of Acadia, referred to by that treaty, are 
different from any with which that countrv may 
have paffed under the treaties of St, Germain’s and 
Breda; and then endeavour to fhew, upon the 
teflimonies of maps and hiffori.ans, that Acadia and 
its limits were anciently confined to the fouth-caftern 
part of the pcninfula. In funport of this fyftcm, 
the French commiffaries had recourfe to ancient 
maps and hifforians, who, as they afferted, hlTd 
ever confinetl A.r,idia to the limits they alfigned. 

They allodged, th.ir thofe commiffions of the 
Trench government over Acadia, which the linglifh 
cited as evidence of the limits they claimed, were 
given as conimiflitnis over Acadia and the country 
around ir, and not over Acadk only: thdt the whole 
of the country claimed by the Unglilh as Acadia, 
could not poflllily be fuppofed ever to be confidered 
as fuch, bccaiife many parts of that territory always 
did, and thil do, pvefetve particular and diflindf 
names. They afBrmed New France to be a province 
in itfelf ; and argued, that many parts of what we 
claim as Acadia cau never have been in Acadia, 

‘ becaufe hillorians and the French commiffions of 
governruent cxpfcfsly place tiitm in New France, 

They aflerted, that no evidence can be drawn of 
the opinion of any crown, with refpedl: to the limits 
of any country, from its declararion duiing the ne- 
gociation of a treaty ; and, in the end, relying upon 
maps and hifforians for the ancient limits of Acadia, 

ji n a they 
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'BOOK they pteiended that the cxprefs rcftitution of St, 
DI. Germain’s and the poflefllon taken by Frant e m 
confequence of the treaty of Breda, after a long 
difeufltonof the limits, and the declaration of France 
during the negociation of the treaty of Utrecht, 
were foreign to the point in queftion. In refutation 
of thefe maxims, the Englifh commiflarics jiroved, 
from an examination of the maps and hidonans cited 
by the French in fupport of their fyftem, that if tins 
queflion was to be decided, upon the authorities 
which they themfelves allowed to belong, and to be 
applicable to this difcullion, the limits winch they 
alligned were utterly inconfiftenf with the bed maps 
of all countries, which are authorities in point for 
almoll every part of the claim of Great Britain. 
They fliewed, that the French hidorians, Champlain 
and Denys, and particularly this lad, with his com- 
miffioD in the year one thoufand fix hundred and 
fi4ty-fivc, afiSgned the lame northern and wedern 
limits to Acadia which they did } and that Efcarbot, 
another of their hidorians, as far as any evidence 
can be drawn from his writings, agrees entirely with 
the former two. They obferved, that all thefe 
evidences fall in with and confirm the better autho- 
rities of treaties, and the fcveral iranfadlions between 
the two crowns for near a century pad ; and that 
the French commiffaries, by deviating from, treaties, 
and the late proceedings of the two crowns, to an- 
cient hidorians and maps, only made a tranfuion 
from an authenrick to an infufEcieot fort of evidence, 
and led the Englidi conamifiaries into an enquiry, 
which proved, that both the proper and the impro- 
per, the regular and the foreign esridence, upon 
which this matter bad been reded, equally confuted 
the limits alledgcd by the French commiflaries as 
the anciem limits of Acadia. 
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c II A p. nr. 

§ I, Ambitions fchenies of tie French in North- America, 

§ II. Rife and conduct of the Ohio Cowpiny, 

I III. Letter /row the Governor of f’irphna to the 
French Commander at Rivicic-au-Bonif. § lV,Fer- 
fdious pradlices of the Fnnch in Noxm-Seotia. § V, 
Major Laurence defeats the French neutrals. ^ V 1. 
Briti/ii. AmbaJfaJor at Paris amufed iviih general pro- 
Wifes. § Vil. SeJJion opened. % VIII. Supplies 
granted. § IX. Repeal of the ail for nafz/ralissing 
Jews, § X. Motion for repealing a former adt fa- 
vourable to the Jews. § XI. Eaji-India mutiny- 

' bill, % Xri. Cafe of Le . ^ XIII. Scjfion 

chfed, § XIV. Death of Mr. Pelham, Change in 
the miniftry. ^ XV, New Parlitnnent ajfemhled and 
prorogued. ^ XVI. D'fpitles in the h tjlt Varlia- 
nient, § XVII. 'Vt ankithons in the Fajl-Indies, 
% xviri. Ac count of the FngUJh fetthments on the 
Malabar ami Coromandel coajl. § XIX. Difpuic 
about thi go%>ernmeut of Arcof, § XX. Ma /mimed 
AH Khanfupportedbj the Rnglijlt. § XXI. 

Clive takes Areol. § XXII. And defeats the ene- 
my in the plains of Arani^ and at Kuveripauk. 
§1 XXIII. lie reduces three forts, and takes hi. 
dAnteuil. % XXIV. Chunda Satb taken and put 
to death, and his army routed. ^ XXV. Conven- 
tion between the Enjl- India Companies of England 
dttd France, § XXVI. General view of the lirinjh 
colonies in North-Ameriea. § XXVIl, New Eng- 
land and New- York. ^ XXVUI. New Jerjey. 

% XXIX. Pennfylvanui. % XXX. MaryLmd. 
% XXXI. Virgima. ^ XXXJI. The two Caro- 
hids. ^ XXXIII. Georgia. ^ XXXIV. 
Frenchfurprisie Logs -Town, on the Ohio. ^ XXXV, 
Conference imth the Indian^ at Albany, \ XXXVI. 
Colonel IVaJhington dtfeafed and taken by the French 
OH the Oho, '% XXXVIl. Dlv fions among the lirt- 

iijh 
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lijh colonies. ^ The Here^Jiiary Pt hire 

of Ilelfe-Cajfelprofijfis ihc Boman Ctillmlkk leli^ion. 
^ XXXIX. Parliament of Paih recalled from exile. 
^ XL. Affairs of Spain and l^orhtgal, ^ XLI. 
Siffon opened. ^ XLII. Supplies granted. ^ XLHI, 

' hill m behalf of Cheljea penfoyien. ^ XLIV. Oj?- 
fordjlihe eleBioft. ^ XLV. Mtffnpe from the King 
to the Houfe'of Commons. ^ XLVI, Court of Ver~ 
failles amufes the Englifh nmiftry. § XLVII. Sef. 
foil chftd, 

jiOOE ^ I, ’'Ty'HILE the Britifli miniftry depended, 

. upon the fuccefs of the conferences bc- 

tv^een the Commiflarics of the two crowns st Paris, 
the French were ddlually etnplojed in executing their 
plans of encroachment upon the Britilh Colonics in 
North T- America. There fcheme was to engroft the 
whole fur-trade of that continent, and they h.sd al- 
ready made great progrefs in extending a chain of 
forts, conncaing their fcttlemcnts on the river Mif- 
IjJSippi with their poflefllons in Canada, along the 
great lakes ofEria and Ontario, which lad ilTucs into 
the tiver St. Lawtcnce. By tljefe means they hoped 
to exclude the Englifh from all communication and 
traflick with the Indian nations, even thole that lay 
contiguous to the Britilh fettlcments, and confine 
them wiihin a line of their drawing, beyond which 
they fliould neither extend their trade nor jjlauta- 
tions. Their commercial fpirit did not keep pace 
with the gigantick flrides of their ambition : they 
could not fupply aJtl thofe Indians with the hecefla- 
ries they wanted, fo that many of the natives had 
recotirfe to the Englifh fcttlements ; and this com- 
merce produced a connexion, in confequence of 
which the Briiifh adventurers ventured to travel with 
merchandize as far as the .banks of the river Ohio, 
thnt runs into the Miffidippi, a great way on the 
other fide* of the Apalathian mountains, be^mnd 
which none of our colonifts had ever attempted to 

penetrate. 
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penetrate. The IraiS of couniry lying al(Mig the niAP. 
Ohio Ins fo pleafant, ami inviting, anrl the , 

Indians, called Twightecsj wlio inhabit tholb delight- 7?iJ! 
ful plains, were fo well clifpofed towards a clofc al- 
liance with the Englilh, that, as far back as the yc<ir 
one thoufand feven hundred and fptteen, Mr. Spoif- 
wood, Governor of Virginia, propofed a plan for 
creeling a company to fettle fuch lands upon this 
river as fliould be ceded to them by treaty with the 
natives ; but the defign was at that time fruftrated, 
partly by the indolence and timidity of the britilh 
niiniftry, who were afraid of giving umbrage to the 
French, and partly by the jealoufies and tlivifions 
fubfifting between the different colonies of Grcat- 
Britain. Tiie very fame circumflances eucoaraged 
the French to proceed in their proje(fl ofinvaffon. 

At length, they penetrated from the banks of the 
river St. Lawrence, acrofs lake Cham))lain, and 
upon the territory of New-York built with ilTi- 
punity, and, indeed, without oppofitioii, tlie foil 
of Crown-Fuint, the moff infdlcnt and daiii'.ciour. 
cncroachilicMit that they had hilhcrto carried inlp 
execution, 

§ II. Covernor Spotfwood’s feheme for an Ohio 
company was revived immediately after the peace 
of Aix-lu-Chapelle, when certain merchants of Lon- 
don who traded to Maryland and Virginia, ptii- 
tioned the government on this fubjebi, and wire in- 
dulged not only with a grant of a great ir.iel of 
ground to the fouthward ofPcnnfylvania, whit h they 
promifed to fettle, but alfo with an exclulivc privi- 
lege of trading with the Indians on the banks of 
the river Ohio. This defign no fooncr lianlpired, 
than the French Governor' of Canada took the alarm, 
and wrote letters to the Governors of New- York and 
Pennfylvania, giving them la underflaud, that as the 
EngUfh inland traders had encroached on the French 
ferntories and privileges, by trading with the Indians 
under the protedhon of his Sovereign, ht would 

feiae 
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BOOK Teize them wherever they couUl be found, if they did 
IM- nor immediately defift from that illicit pradlice. No 
regard being paid to this intimation, he next year 
caufed three Brilifh traders to be arrofted. Their 
elFedls were confifeated, and they themlelvcs con- 
veyed to Quebeck, from whence they were lent pti- 
foners to Rochelle in France, and there detained in 
confinement. In this lituation they pre Tented a re- 
monftrance to the Eail of Albemarle, at that time 
Englifli AmbafTador at Paris, and he claiming them 
as Britifh fubjedls, they were fet at liberty. Al- 
though, in anfwer to his Lordfhip’s memoiial, the 
Court of Verfailles promifed to tranfmit orders to 
the French Governors in America to ufe all their 
endeavours for prex'Cnting any djfputes that might 
Lave a tendency to alter the good correlpondence 
eftablifhed between the two nations : in all probabi- 
lity the diredions given were fcemingly the very 
I'cxerfe of thefe proteffions, for the French com- 
manders, partifans, and agents in America, took 
every ftep their bufy genius could fuggeft, to 
flrengthen their own power and weaken the influ- 
ence of the Englifli, by embroiling them with the 
Indian nations. This talk they found the more eafy, 
as the natives had taken offence againtl the Eng- 
lifh, when they underftood that their lands were 
given away without their knowledge, and that there 
was a defign to build forts in their country, without 
their confent and concurrence. Indeed the perfon 
whom the new Company employed to furvey the 
banks of the Ohio concealed bis defign fo carefully, 
and behaved in other refpeGs in fuch a dark njjTte- 
rious manner, as could not fail to aroufe the jealoufy 
of n people naturally inquilitive, and very much a'd- 
diiSIed to fufpicion. How the Company propofed 
to fettle this acq^uifitioD in defpite of the native pof- 
feflbrs it is not eafy to conceive, and it is ftill more 
.unaccountable that they fhould have negle£led the 
natives, whofe confent and afliftance they might have 

procuKed, 
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procured at very Imall cxpcnce, Tnftcad of a(?l-ciiAP. 
ing lucli a fair, open, and luinourablc part, they lent ^ 
a Mr. Gid to make a clandollinc furvey of the coun- 
try^ a<) far as the falls of the rieer Ohio ; and, as 
we have ohferved above, his condudl alarmed both 
the French and Indians. Tiie cretflion of this com- 
pany was equally difa^ieeable to the feparate traders 
of Virginia and Pcnnfylvania, wlinfaw themfclves on 
the eve of being depiived of a valuable branch of 
tralFick, by the exclulive charter of a monopoly; and 
therefore they employed their emiflaries to foment 
the jealoufy of the Indians. 

^ III. The French having in a manner com- 
menced holtilities agajnft the Englifh, and aidually 
built forts on the territories of the Britifh allies at 
Niagara, and on the lake Erie, Mr. Hamilton, Go- 
vernor of Pennlylvaiita, communicated this intelli- 
gence to the Alicmbly of the province, and repre- 
fcntccl the necellity of creding truck- houfes, or* 
places of lliength and fccuruy, on the river Ohio, to 
which the traders might retire in cafe of infult or 
tnolcftation. The propolal was approt'ed, and 
money granted for the Jnirpofe ; but the Alicmbly 
<oukl not agree about the manner in which they 
Ihould be ereiHvd ; and in the mean rime the French 
fortified thcrafcivcs at Icifurc, and continued to ha- 
rafs the traders belonging to the Britilh fcttlcments. 
Kepoated complaints of llivfe encroachments and 
depredations being reprofented to l\Ir. Dinwiddie, 
Governor of Virginia, he, towards the latter end of 
this very year, fent Major Wafliingion with a lector 
to the commanding ofliccr of a fort which the French 
had built on the lli\ iere-au-Boeuf, which falls into 
the Ohio, not far from the lake Erie. In this letter 
Mr. Dinwiddie exprefled his furprize that the French 
fliould build forts and make fettletncuis on the river 
Ohio, in the wellerii part of the colony of Virginia, 
belonging to the Crown of Great Britain. He com- 
plained ol’ ihefe encroachments, as well as of the in- 
juries done to tlsc fubj.:<lts of Great- Britain, in open 

, violation 
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BOOK violation of the law of nations, and of tlio tri'aiiis 

, , actually fubfifting between the two Crowns. 1 Ic dr- 

fired to know by wliofc authority and infiruc^ions his 
Brilaiinick Majefty’s temtories had been invaded; 
and required him to de[)arf in peace, without fnrthev 
profecuting a plan wnicli inufi interrupt the har- 
mony and good underilandiug which his Majcfiy was 
defirous to continue and cultivate with the Mofi 
Chriflian King. To this fpirited intimation the 
officer replied, That it was not his province to fpe- 
cify the evidence, and detnonllrate the right of tlie 
King his malter to the lands fituated on the river 
Ohio ; but he would trani'mit the letter to the Mar- 
quis du Quefne, and adl accoiding to the anfwer he 
fhould receive from that nobleman. In the mean 
time, he faid he did not think himfclf obliged to 
obey the fummons of the Englifii Governor; that he 
^commanded the fort by virtue of an order from his 
General, to which he was determined to conform 
with all the prccifioii and refolution of a good officer. 
Mr. Dinwiddic expelled no other reply, and there- 
fore had projeded a fort to he crctHccl near the forks 
of the river. The province undertook to defray 
the expence, and the fiores for that purpofe wore 
already provided ; but, by fome fatal overJighr, the 
concurrence of the Indians was neither obtained nor 
folicited, and, therefore, they looked upon this mca- 
fqre with an evil eye, as a manifcfl; invalion of their 
property. 

^ IV. While the Trench thus induftrioufly ex- 
tended their encroachments to the foutliward, they 
were not idle in the ^If of St. Lawrence, but feized 
every opportunity of dlftrcfitng the Englilh fcttle- 
fflcnt of Nova- Scotia. VVe have already obferved, 
that the town of Halifax was no fooner built, than 
they fpirited np the Indians of that neighbourhood 
to commit 41061111168 againft the inhabitants, fome 
of whom they murdered, and others they carried 
prtfoners to Louifbourg, where they fold them for 
jind .immunition, the French pretending that 



they m.viniaincil this tralTick froni motives of pure c 
compailioii, in order to prevent i lie midlkcrc of the 
l£nj>ii<h captives, whom, however, they did not fet 
at liberty witliout exacUng an exorbitant ranfoin, As 
ihefe ikulking parties of Indians were generally di- 
redled and headed by French commanders, repeated 
complaints were made to tlie Governor of Louif- 
bourg, who hill anfwered, that his jurifdi^tinn did 
not extend over the Indians, and that their PieucU 
condu£lors were chofen from the inhabitants of An- 
napolis, who ihoiight proper to remain in that coun- 
try after it was ceded to the Englifh, and were, in 
faft, the fubje<Sl3 of Great-Brilain Even while the 
conferences were carried on for afeertaining tlie limits 
of Nova-Scolia, tlie Governor of Canada delaclied 
M La Come, with fome regular troops, and a body 
of militia, to fortify a port; on the bay of ChigneiJ'Io, 
on pretence that this and a great part of the penin-^ 
fula belonged to his government. The polleAion 
of this poll not only fecured to the Indians of the 
continent a free entrance iiiio the peninfula, and a 
fafe retreat in cafe of purfutt ; but ailb encouraged 
the I'VencU inhabitants of Annapolis to rife in open 
rebellion agiiinfl the hlnglith government. 

§ V. In the Ijiring of the year one thotifand feven 
hundred and fifty. General Cornwallis, Governor of 
Halifax, detached Major Laurence with a few men 
to reduce them to obedience. At liis approach they 
burned their towns to allies, forfook their jiGlfc/iions, 
and threw thcmfelvcs under the protedlion of M. La 
(jorne, who, thus reinforced, found himfelf at the 
head of liffeen hundred men, well provided with 
arms and ammunition. Major Laurence being 
unable to cope with him in the field, demanded an 
interview, at which he defired to know for what 
caufe the French inhabitants of Nova Scotia had 
flialien off their allegiance to the Crown of Great- 
Britain, and violated the neutrality which they had 
hitherto atfeclcd to profefs. The French officer, 

without 
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witliout pretending to account for their [behaviour, 
gave him to underltand iu general terms, t lat he had 
orders to defend his poft, and thefe orders he was 
determined to obey. The Englifli Ma or finding 
himfelf too weak to attack ihcir united force, and 
having no orders to commit lioflilities againft any 
but the Indians and their open abettors, returned to 
Halifax, without having been able to fulfil the pur- 
pofe of his expedition. Immediately alter his re- 
treat, the French neutrals (fo they weie called) re- 
turned to the habitations which they had abandoned; 
and, in conjunction with the Indians, reijewed their 

ifax and its 
srnor,jn-ft]y 
[they would 


depredations upon the inhabitants of Hal 
dependent fettlements. The Englifli Govj 
incenfed at thefe outrages, and feeing 


neither fubmit to the 


Englifh 


fclves, nor allow others to enjoy it with 
rcfolved to expel them cfTedually from 
*thev fo ill deforved to.poflefs. Major I 


govern ipent theto- 


[tranqiallity, 
he country 
laurence was 


again detached with a tlioiifand men, u-aiifported by 
fca to ChigneiSo, where he found the h'l’fnch and 
Indians entrenched, in order to difpuic his landing. 
Notwithflanding this oppofition, he mcido a delcent 
with a few companies, received and returned a fmait 
fire, and ruflnng into their cntrcnchramis, obliged 
them to fly them the utmotl prccipilatitn, leaving a 
confiderable number killed and wouhdci on the fpot. 
The fugitives faved tbemfclvcs by crcffiug a river, 
on the farther bank of which Ea Cornc flood at the 
head of his troops, drawn up ih ordiT to receive 
them as friends and dependents. He had by this 
rime ereCled a fort, which he denominated Beau Se- 
joiir ; and now the Englifli built another on the op- 
pofite fide of the river, which was called after itb 
founder St. Laurence, Tliis being provided with a 
good garrifon, ferved as a check upon the French, 
and in feme meafure reftrained the incilifions of 
their barbarians. Not that it efledlujlly arifwcrdd 
this purpofo ; for the Indians and Neutrals flill felted 

every 
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every opportunity of attacking the F/i)gIifli in tlie CHAP, 
interior parts of the pcninlula. Ju the courfc of the , 

fucccciling year they fuipri'/cd the little town of 
Dartmoutli, on the other lidc of Halifax bay, where 
they killed and fealpcil a great number of people, 
and earned oil’ I'ome pri loners. For thefe expedi- 
tions the French always fupplied them with boats 
canoes, arms, and ammunition ; and indeed they 
were condmSlcd with fuch care and fecrecy, that it 
was almoft impoffible to prevent their fuccefs. One 
fure remedy againfl the ludclcn and ftolen incurfions 
of thofe favages might have been found in the ufe 
of ftaunch hounds, which would have run upon the 
foot, dcteiled the Ikulking parties of the Indians, 
and fruftrated all their ambufeades : but this expe- 
dient, fo eafy and practicable, was never tried, though 
frequently recommended in publick to the attention 
of the government, and the conlideration of the ' 
colonifLs. The Indians continued to plunder and'*' 
niafliicre the Britilh fubjc(5ls with impunity, and were 
COLinlcnanccd by the French government in that 
country, who now flrengthened their lodgement on 
the neck of the peninfiila with an additional fort 
dillinguifhcd by the name ofBay-verte; and built 
a third at the mouth of Sr John’s river, on the 
north fide of tlvc bay of Fundy. 

^ VI. All thefe previous fteps to a rupture with 
England were taken with great deliberation, while 
the commiilarics of both nations were difputiqg 
about the limits of the very country which they thus 
arrogantly ufurped ; and they proceeded td petfeift 
their chain of forts to the fouthwarri, without paying 
the leaft regard to the cxpoftulations of the Engliflx 
Governors, or to a memorial prefented at Verfaillcs 
by tlie Earl of Albemarle, the Britifli Miniftev. Hq 
demanded .that exprefs orders fhould be fent to M. 

De la Jonquiere, the Commander for the French in 
America, to defift from violence againfl the Britifli 
fubjciSlsinthat country : thatthefortof Niagarafliould 

be 
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BOO K be immediately rafcd; that thefubje^ls of Grcat-Bil*. 
tain, who had been made ptifonm, fliould be fci at li- 
berty, and indemnified foi the loflU they had lullain- 
cd ; and that the perlbns who had committed thefe 
excefles fliould be puniflied in an exemplary manner. 
True it is, fix Engliflimen, whom they had unjuflly 
taken, were immediately difinifled ; and the Ainbaffa - 
dor amufed with general promifcs of fending fucli 
inflrndtions to the French Governor in America, as 
fliould anticipate any caufe of complaint for the 
future ; but, far from having any intention to per- 
form thefe promifes, the Court of Verfaillcs, with- 
out all doubt, exhorted La Jonquiere to proceed in 
bringing its ambitious febemes to perfe6lion. 

^ VII. Every incident in America feemed to 
prognofticatc war, when the feflion of Parliament 
was opened on the fifteenth day of November ; yet 
his Majcfly, on this occalion, told them, that the 
"events of the year had not made h neccirury for him 
to ofler any thing in particular to their confidoration 
relating to foreign affairs, Ik even declared, that 
the continuance of the publick tranquillity, and the 
general Hate of Europe, remained upon the fame 
footing as when they lafl parted ; and afllired iliem 
of his fieadiiicfs in purfuing the moft eflcbhial mca- 
fures to prelerve to his people the blcfiiiigs of peace. 
He exprefled uncommon concern, that the liorrid 
crimes of robbery and of murder were of late rather 
increafed than diminiflied, and earncttly recom- 
lueudcd this important objed to their ferious atten- 
tion. Affedlonate addrefles were prefented by both 
lloufes in anfwer to this harangue ; and, what was 
Very remarkable, they were pi'opofed and pafled 
without queftion or debate. 

^ VIII. The Commons Gontiimed the fame nura-' 
bes of feamea and land-forces fiat the epfuing year, 
which had been granted in the laft feflion, and mado 
fuitable provifion for all the exigencies of the flate. 
The whole fupply amounted to two millions feven 
4 hundred 
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hundivil ninety feven tliotifaiul nine Ininilrccl anti c 
ijxtccn ion tluHinps, and two pence, to be 

raifofl by a land-i.ix of two Ibillingq in tlie poinu), 
a malt -tax, a continuation of •certain duties on wine, 
t'inegar, cyder, and beer imported, a I'mn taken 
from the finking fund, and the overplus of certain 
grants, funds, and duties. The provifions made 
confidcrably exceeded the grants ; but this excefs 
was chargeable with the intereft of wliat fljould be 
borrowed tipon the credit in the land or mall-tax, 
there being a claule of credit in both, as alfo v^ith 
the deficiency (if any fhoiild happen) in the funis 
they were comptiled to produce. *The Hovvfe agreed 
to all thefo refolutions almoft nnanimoufly : indeed, 
no oppofitiun was made to any of them, but that 
for continuing the fame number of land-forces, which 
was carried by a great majority. 

^ IX, The at^l permitting Jews to be natutaliicd, 
which had, during the lall fdfi.oii, triumphed oveT 
fuch an obflinatc oppofition, was by this time be- 
come the objcCl of national horror and execration. 
Every part of the kingdom rclbuuded with the re- 
proach of the miniflry who had enforced fuch an 
odious mcafurc', and the two brothers, who engrofied 
the greater part of the adminifi ration, trembled at 
the profpedt of what this clamour might produce at 
the general election, this being the latl feffion of the 
prelent Ikuliamcnt. So eager were the minifiers to 
annul this unpopular meafure, that, immediately 
after the Peers had agreed to the nature and form 
of an addrefs to his Majcfty, the Duke of Newciaftlc, 
with that precipitation fo peculiar to his charader, 
poured forth an abrupt harangue in that Houfe, 
importing, that the difaffeAed had made an handle 
of the adt pafTed laft feflton in favour of the Jews, 
to raife difcontents among many of his Majefly’s 
good fobjedis ; and as the adt was in itfelf of little 
importance, lie was of opinon it ought to be re- 
joealed ; for tlus purpofe he prefented a bill ready 
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COOK framed, which was read and commilted, though utjt 
t j without fotne debate. The iiatura]i/.ation bill now 
itmT devoted as a facritice to the refcnlmcnt of the peo- 
ple, containing aclaufe difabling all naturalized Jew-; 
from purchahng, inhenting, or receiving any advow- 
•fon or prefentation, or right to any eccleliaftical 
benefice or promotion, fchool, hofpital, or dona- 
tive ; and by the firfl draft of the bill, which his 
Grace now prefented, it was intended that this claufe 
fbould not be repealed. It ivas the opinion, how- 
ever, of the majority, tliat fuch a claufe Handing 
unrepealed might imply, that the Jews, by being 
thus exprefbly excluded from the poflhllion of any 
ccclefiaftical right of prefentation, would be confi- 
dered as having the power and privilege of purcha- 
fing and inheriting any lay-property in the kingdom. 
On this confideratipn an amendment was made in 
the bill, the claufe in quefiion was left out, and the 
vfhole ad of naluralizatioii repealed without excep- 
tion ■». Though the I/Ords in general, concurred 
in the expediency of the repeal, it was oppofed by 
fome few, as too great a lacriiice to the idle and 
unfounded clamours of the multitude ; and upon 
this fide of the debate a great power of elocution 
was dlfplayed by Earl Temple, who had lately fuc- 
caeded to this title on the death of his mother, a 
nobleman of difiinguiflied abilities, and the moft 
amiable difpofjtion, frank, liberal, humane, and 
zealoufly attached to the intereft and honour of his 
country. In the Lower Houfe, the members of 
both parties feecned to vie with each other in de- 
monflrations of averfion to this unpopular ad. On 
the very firft day of the fefllon, immediittely after 

The reverend beach of Bishops, laid, VyKIi a kuddhle spirit of 
ehnetiatt ineekneseandphiUnthiopy, generally approved of the iitdul- 
aeace ^4attd to their llehraw bwihieu } ontt now they acquiesced in. 
the propoted repeat witli toe same passive (Kscretioii, though one of the 
nutaber Contended for the saving clause^ vdiich the Duke of 
Shad «iC0«at<teask4. 
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tlie motion for an addrefs to his Majcfty, Sir Jainca Cll AP. 
Dafliwootl, an eminent leader in the oppo'fiUonj 
gave the Commons to untlcrllantl, that he had a 17 ^ 
motion of very great importance to make, which 
would require the attention of every member, as foon 
as the motion for the addrefs fliould be difculled ; 
he therefore defired they would not quit the Houfe, 
until he fljould have an opportunity to explain bis 
propofal. Accordingly, they had no fooner agreed 
to the motion for an addrefs of thanks to his Ma- 
jefty, than he flood up again ; and having expaii - 
ated upon the juft and general indignation which the 
adk of the preceding feflion, in favour of the Jews, 
had raifed among the people, he moved to order 
that the Houfe fliould be called over on Tuefday 
the fourth day of December, for taking that adt into 
confideration : but being given to underftand, that 
it was not ufual to appoint a call of the Houfe fqr 
any particular purpofc, he agreed that the motion 
fhould be general. It was leconded by Lord Par- 
ker, his oppofitc in political intcrefts; the lioufc 
agreed to it without opnofttion, and the call was 
ordered accordingly. They were anticipated, how- 
ever, by the Lords, who framed and tranfmitlcd to 
them a bill on the fame fubjedl, to the purport of 
which the Commons made no objedlion ; for every 
member, having the fear of the general eledliou 
before his eyes, carefully avoided every exprellion 
which could give umbrage to his conftituenis : but 
violent oppofition was made to the preamble, which 
ran in the following ftrain “ Whereas an adl of 
" Parliament was made and palled in the twenty- 
“ fifth year of his Majefly’s reign, intituled, An 
** Adl to permit perfons profeffing the Jcwifii reli- 
gion to be naturalized by Parliament, and for 
Other purpofes therein mentioned ; and whereas 
occafion has been taken, firom the faid adl, to 
“ raife difeontents, and difquiets in the minds of his 
“ Majefly’s fubjedia, beit enadled, &c.” This in- 
VOL. HI. C' c tjodudlion 
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DO O li troduition was confidcrcd as an unjull refledion upon 
lli- the body of the people in genoial, and in particular 
upoii thofe who had oppofed the bill in the courfe of 
the preceding felTion. Sir Roger Newdigate there- 
fore movedj that the expreflion fhould be varied to 
this efFetft: Whereas great difeontents and dif- 
quietudes had from the laid adl arifen. ” The 
confequence of this motion was an obftinatc debate^ 
in which it was fupported by the Earl of Egmont, 
and divers other able orators : but Mr. Pelham and 
Mr. Pitt were numbered among its opponents. The 
queftion being put for the propofed alterattoiij it was 
of courfe carried in the negative : the bill, after the '* 
third reading, palled nem'me contradicLUie., and in due 
time obtained the Royal aflent. 

§ X. Even this conceilion of the miniftry did not 
allay the refenlment of the people, and their appre- 
j^nfionsof encroachment from the Jews. Another 
a<9. flill fubfifted, by virtue of which any perfon pro- 
feffing the Jewilh religion might become a free 
denizen of Grcat-Britain, after having refided feven 
years in any of his Majcfly’s colonics in America ; 
and this was now confidcrcd as a law, having the 
fame dangerous tendency, of which the other was 
now in a fair way of Ijcing convi6ted. It was 
movedj therefore, in the Lower Houfe, that part of 
this former a6l tqight be read ; then the fame mem- 
ber made a motion for an addrefs to his MajefLy, 
defiring that the Houfe might have the perufal of 
the lifts tranfraitted from the American colonies to 
the commilEoners for trade and plantations, con- 
taining the names of ail fuch perfons profefling the 
Jewilh religion, as had entitled themfelves to the 
benefit of the laid fince the year one thoufand 
feven hundred and forty, Thefe lifts were accord- 
iogly prefented, and left upon the table for the peru- 
frd of the members : bjit as this adt contained no 
limitation of time within which the benefit of it Ihould 
be claimed, and as tJfis claim was attended with a 

5 good 
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good deal of trnuMo and fome expcnce, very few CHAP, 
perfons had availed thetnfclvcs of it in tliat period. , , 

Neverthelefs, as a great nntnber of Jews were already 174^ 
entitled to claim this indtilgcnce, and as it remained 
an open channel through which Great-Britain might 
be deluged with thofe people, all of whom the law 
would hold as natural- born fubjedls, and their pro- 
geny as freed fiom all the reftridlions contained in 
the aiSt with refpecfl to naturalized foreigners, Lord 
Harley moved for leave to bring in a bill to repeal 
fo much of the faid adl as related to perfons pro- 
felling the J ewifli religion, who fhould come to fet- 
tle in any Britifli colony after a certain time. The 
motion was fcconded by Sir James Dalhwood, and 
lupported by the Earl of Egmont ; but being found 
unequal to the intereft and elocutibn of Mr. Pelham 
and Mr, Put, was rejedled by the majority. 

§ XL The next objed that claimed the attenlifOT An. m4S 
of the Commons, was a bill for improving the regu- 
lations already made to prevent the fpreading of a 
contagious dUleraper, Tyhich raged among the horned 
cattle in diflerent parts of the kingdom. The hii 
bill of this fclfion that had the good fortune to fuc- 
ceed, was brought in for punilhing mutiny and cle- 
fertiou of olficers and foldiers in the fervice of the 
Eaft-India company, and for the punifhment of 
offences committed in the Eafi. Indies .and the ifland 
of St. Helena. This being a mcafure of a very- 
extraordinary nature, all the members were ordered 
to attend the Houfe on the day affixed for the fecond 
reading : at the fame time all charters, commiffions, 
and authorities, by which any powers relative to a 
military jurifdiftion, or the excrcife of martial law, 
had been granted or derived from the crown to the 
faid cbmpany, were fubmitted to the perufal of the 
members. The bill was by many confidered as a 
dangerous extenfion of military power, to the pre- 
judice of the civil rights enjoyed by Britifh fubjedls, 
and as fuch violently contetted by the Earl of Eg- 

c c 2 monc. 
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BOOK the fubjeds which formerly fell under their cogni- 
zance and difcuffion. 

§ XIV. In the beginning of Marchj the miniftry 
of Great-Bntain had been left without a head by 
the death of Mr. Pelham, which was not only lin- 
cerely lamented by his Sovereign, but alfo rcgictted 
by the nation in general, to whofe afFcdlion he had 
powerfully recommended himfelf by the candour 
and humanity of his condudl and charadler, even 
while he puifued meafures which they did not en- 
tirely approve. The lofs of fuch a mmifter was the 
more deeply felt by the government at this junc- 
ture, being the eve of a general cleftion for a new 
parliament, when every adminiftration is fuppofed 
to exert itfelf with redoubled vigilance and circum- 
foedtion. He had already concerted the meafures 
for fecuring a m^ority, and his plan was faithfully 
executed by his friends and adherents, who ftill en- 
groffed the admimflratioD. His brother, the Duke 
of Ncwcafllc, was appointed Firfl Lord Commif- 
lioner of the Treafuiy, and fucceeded as Secretary 
of State by Sir Thomas llobinfou, who had long 
xefided as Ambaflador at the Court of Vienna. The 
other department of this office was ftill retained by 
the Earl of HoklerneflTe ; and the funfl.ion of Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer was performed as iifual by 
the Lord Chief Juflice of the King’s-Bench, until 
a proper perfon could be found to fill that important 
office ; but in the courfe of the furaraer it was be- 
fkowed upon Mr. Legge, who acquitted himfelf 
with equal honour and capacity. Divers other alte- 
rations were made, of lets importance to the pub- 
lick, Sit George Lyttelton was impointed Coftbrer, 
and the Earl of Hillfborough Comptroller of the 
Houfehold. Mr. George Grenville, brother to Earl 
Temple, became Treafurer of the Navy ; and Mr. 
Charles Townfhend, of whom we fhall have occa- 
fion to fpeak in the fequel, took place as a Com- 
miffioner at the Borurd of Admiralty, in the room 
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of Lord liarrington, made Mailer of the Wardrohc. ciiAl’. 


Lord Hardwick, the Chancellor, was promoted to 
the dignity of an 'I'lic place of Lord Chief 

Juftice of tlie King’s-Bench becoming vacant by the 
death of Sir William Lee, was idled with Sir Dud- 



ley Rider, and he was lucceeded by Mr. Murray in 
the office of Attorney-General. 

^ XV. The cledlions for the new Parliament ge- 
nerally fucceeded according to the wifh of themini- 
ftry ; for oppofidon was now dwindled down to the 
lowell date of imbecility. It had received a mortal 
wound by the death of the late Prince of Wales, 
whofe adherents were too wife to purfue an ignis 
fatuus, without any profpeft of fuccefs or advan- 
tage. Some of them had prudently fung their pali- 
nodia to the minidry, and been gratified with pro- 
fitable employments ; while otheis, fetting too great 
a price upon their own importance, kept aloof till 
the market was over, and were left to pine in fecret 
over their dilappointcd ambition. The maxims of 
Toryifm had been rclinquifbcd by many, as the 
barren principles of a lodng game j the body of the 
jjeoplc were conciliated to the edabliflied gove-rn- 
ment ; and the harmony that now, for the fird time, 
fublillcd among all the branches of the Royal family, 
had a wonclcrdd efledl in acquiring a degi-ec of 
popularity which they bad never before enjoyed. 
The writs being returned, the new Parliament was 
opened on the lad day of May by the Duke of 
Cumberland and fome other Peers, who adled by 
virtue of a commifHon from his Majcdy. The Com- 
mons having chofen for their Speaker the Right 
Hon, Arthur Onflow, who had honourably JilJed 
that high office] in four preceding parliaments, he 
was prefented and approved by the CommifEoners. 
Then the Lord tiigh Chancellor harangued both 
Houfes, giving them to underfland, that his Ma- 
jedy had indulged them with this early opportunity 
of coming together, in order to complete without 

lofs 
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BOOK lofs of time certain parliamciitarjr proceeding?, wijicii 
he judged would be for the fatisf’adioti of his good 

^75^ fubjeds ; but he did not think proper to lay before 
them any points of geneial bufinefs., referving every 
thing of that nature to the ufualtimeof their af- 
fembling in the winter. On the fifth day of June this 
fhort feffion was clofed, and the Parliament pro- 
rogued by the Lords ComraifTioners. 

§ XVI. In the beginning of this year violent dif- 
putes arofe between the government and the Houfe 
of Commons in Ireland, on the almoft forgotten 
fubjeds of privilege and prerogative. The Com- 
mons conceived they had an undoubted right to 
apply the furplus of their revenue towards national 
purpofes, without the confent of their Sovereign ; 
and, accordingly, in the year one ihoufand feven 
hundred and forty-nine, prepared a bill with this 
preamble; “Wheieas on the twenty fifth-day of 
“^March laft a confidcrable balance remained in the 
“ hands ofthe Vice-Treafurers or Kcccivcrs-General 
of the kingdom, or their deputy or deputies, un- 
“ applied ; and it will be for your Majelty’s fcrvicc, 
** and for the eafe of your faithful fubjetSls in this 
" kingdom, that fo much thcieof as can be con- 
“ veniently fpared fhould be paid, agreeably to 
“ your Majeity’s moft gracious intentions, in dif- 
“ charge of part of the national debt. ” This appro- 
priation gave great offence to the advocates for pre- 
rogative in England, who affirmed that the Com- 
mons had no right to apply any part of the unappro- 
priated revenue, nor even to take any fuch affair 
into confideration, without the previous confent of 
the Clown, ekpreffed in the .moft explicit terras. 
It was in confequence of this do&ine, that the Duke 
of Dorcct, Lord-Lieutenant of li eland, told them 
in the next fcflion of Parliament, held in the year 
one thoufand feven hundred and fifty-one, he was 
commanded by the Xing to acquaint them, that his 
Majefty, ever attentive to the eafe and bappinefs of 
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to would |•,raciou^ly confent, and rerom- ctlA-P. 

mended it to them, iluit fiich a pan ot the money 
then retnainitij; in histrinhiry, as fhould be thought 
conMent with the publick icrvicc, be applied to- 
wards the furtlier reduftion of the national debt 
This declaration alarmed the Commons, zealous as 
they were for the prefervation of their piivileges ; 
and in their addtefs of thanks, which, like that of 
the Parliament of Great-Britain ufed always to echo 
back the words of the speech, they made no men- 
tion of hisMajefiy’s confent; but only ackowl edged 
his gracious attention to their eafe and happinefs, 
in recommending to them the application of the 
furplus. They accordingly refolved to apply one 
hundred and twenty thoufand pounds of rhai overplus 
towards a difeharge of the national debt ; and, in 
the preamble of the bill, framed for this purpofe, 
made no mention of his Majefty’s confent, thougli 
before they bad acknowledged his goodnefs in re- 
commending this application. The miniftry in 
England were highly offended at this purpofed 
omifTion, which they conflrued into a wilful en- 
croachment on the prerogative; and the bill was 
lent back with an alteration in the preamble, figni- 
fying his Majclly’s confent as well as recommenda- 
tion. 'J^lie ivith Ilouftf of Commons being at that 
time deeply engaged in a minute enquiry into the 
conduft of a gentleman, a fervant of the crown, 
and a member of iheir own Iloufe, accufed of 
having mifapplied a large fum of money, with which 
he had been entrufled, for rebuilding or repairing 
the barracks, were now unwilling to embroil them- 
felves farther with the government, until this affair 
fhould be difcuflcd. They, therefore, paffed tlie 
^bill with the alteialion, and proceeded with their 
enquiry. The perfon was convifled of having mif- 
applied the publick money, and ordered to make 
the barracks fit for the reception and accomm^a- 
tion of the troops at his own expence. They jadd 
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not, Iiowcver, neglcft to afllrt what Uicy lliought 
tiieir rights and pnvilcgcs, when the nc-xl ojjpurtu- 
nily occurred. Tlic Duke of Dorfet, when he 
opened the feflion of this year, repeated the ex- 
preflton of liis Majefly’s gracious confent, in men- 
tioning the furplus of the publick money. They 
again omitted that word in their adclrefs ; and re- 
folved, in their bill of application, not only to 
iink tills odious term, but likewife to abate in their 
complaifance to the crown, by leaving out that ex- 
pictTion of graiciul acknowledgement, which had 
met with hu h a cold reception above. By this time 
the conieft lud kindled up two violent fadions, and 
didhfed a general fpiut of refentment through the 
whole Iiifh nation. The committee who prcpaied 
the bill, inftead of infcriing the ufual compliments 
in the preamble, mentioneil nothing but a recital 
of fadls, and lent it over iu a very plain chefs, quite 
dediiute of all embroidery. The miniflry, intent 
upon vindicating the pieiogative fiomluchan un- 
mannerly attack, filled up the oiniffions of the com- 
mittee, and fent it back willi this alieration : “ And 
your Majefly, ever attentive to the cafe and liap- 
pinefs of your faithful fubjefts, has been gracioufly 
« plcafccl to figuify that you would confcni, and to 
« recommend it to us, that fo much of the money 
« remaining in your Majefty’s treafury as fliould be 
« neceflary to be applied to the difeharge of the na- 
tional debt, or fuch part thereof as fhould be 
thought expedient by Parliament.” This then 
being the ciifis, which was to determine a conflitu- 
tional point of fuch importance, namely, whether 
the people in Parliament aflembled have a right to 
deliberate upon, and role the application of any part 
of the unappropriated revenue, without the previous 
confent of the crown ; thofe who were the moft 
aciloufly attached to the liberties of their country 
relblvcd to exert themfelves in oppofing what they 
conceived to be a violation of thofe liberties 5 and 

the 
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the bill, with its alterations, was rejrfletl by a nu-CllAP. 
jority of five voices. '^I’he fuccefs of tUcir entlca- 
vours was celebrated with the moll extravagant rc-^'TT^ 
joicings, as a triumph of patriotifm over the arts of 
minifterial corruption ; and, on tlio otlicr hand, all 
the fervants of the crown, who had joined tlie popular 
cry on this occafion, were in a little time difmiHecI 
from their employments. I'lie rejedion. of the bill 
was a great diliippointnicnt to the creditors of the 
publick, and the circulation of call) was almoll 
ftagnated. Thcfe calamities were imputed to arbi- 
trary defigns in the government; and the people 
began to be inllamed with an cnthufiaftick fpirit of 
independency, which might have produced raif- 
chievous effeds, had not artful Heps been taken to 
bring over the demagogues, and thus divert the 
ftream of popular clamour from the miniflry to thofe 
very individuals who had been the idols of populaj; 
veneration. The Speaker of the Iloufe of Com- 
mons was promoted to the dignity of an Earl ; and 
fome other patriots were gratified with lucrative em- 
ployments. His Majefly’s letter arrived for {laying 
off feventy-five thoufancl five hundred pounds of the 
national debt. The circulation was thus animated, 
and the refentment of the populace fubfiding, the 
kingdom retrieved its former tranquillity. 

^ XVII. The ambition and intrigues of the 
French Court, by whidi the Britilh intcreft was 
invaded and diflurbed on the contient of America, 
had alfo extended itfelf to the Eafl-Indies, where 
they endeavoured to embroil the Englifli company 
with divers Nabobs, or Princes, who governed dif- 
ferent parts of the peninfula intri Gangem. That 
the reader may have a clear and diftindt idea of thefe 
tranfadlions, wc fball exhibit a fhorc fketch of the 
Englifii forts and fettlem.;nts in that remote country. 

The firft of thefe we ftiall mention is Surat*, in the 

province 

• Several Eurcroean nations had sctUcinenta at Surat, ^vhich was 
one of die most nequeuted cities of tlie East, fioin the gnut concourse 

ot 
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BOOK province fo called, fimated between the Lwcnty-liifl 

, , and twenty-lecond deforces of north latitude : from 

17^ hence the peniniula fireiches into the Indian ocean 
as far as the latitude of eight north, ending in a 
point at Cape Comorin, which is the fouthern ex- 
tremity, To the noithward this peninfula joins to 
indeftan, and at its greatefl breadth extends feven 
hundred miles. Upon the weft, eaft, and foutn 
it is walhed by the fea. It comprehends the king- 
doms of Malabar, Dccan, Golconda, and Bifnagar, 
with the principalities of Gingi, Tanjaour, and 
Madura. The weliern fide is diftinguifhcd by the 
name of the INlalabar coafl ; the eaftern takes the 
denomination of Coromandel ; and, in different 
parts of this long fweep, from Surat round Cape 
Comorin to the bottom of the bay of Bengal, the 
Englilh and other European powers have, with the 
confent of the Mogul, eilabliflied forts and trading 
lettlcments, All thefe kingdoms, propeily fpeak- 
ing, belong to the Mogul ; bur liis power was fo 
weakened by the laft invafion of Ronli Khan, that 
he has not been able to afterf his Empire over this 
remote country ; the tributary Princes of which, 
and even the Nabobs, who were originally Governors 
appointed under their authority, have rendered 
tncrofelves independent and exert an abfolute do- 
minion over their refpeiftive territories, without ac- 
knowledging his fnpenorlty either by tribute or 

of Mahometan nilgnnu. who make it their road fiom India, in their 
visits to the tomb of their piophct aiMecca. In older to keep the seas 
rlcai of phates between Saiat and the gulf of Aiabia and Persia, tl»e 
Mogul had been at the annual expenre of a laige ship fitted out on 
purpose to carry tlie pilgiinis to Judda, which w within a small dis- 
tance of Mecca. For ihe security of this ship, as well as to protect 
the trade oi Surat, he granted to his Adtmwl, ji’t/de e chief of a 
colon}, of oafiiecs, or blacks, a revenue called the Tanka, to the .value 
of thiee lacks of rupuea, auiounting t6 aboto thirty-seven thousand 
pounds, arising partly from the adjacent lands, Sudf partly from the 
revenues of Surat, svhich weic paid him yeaily by the Governor of the 
castle, who is appointed by Hie Moral to keep the city under propet 
sohjertion, without, however, inteiftting with the gmeinnaent of it, 

homag8„ 
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homage. Thefe Princes, when they quarrel among c ij ap. 
tliemielves, narnralJy have recouiic to the affillance , 
of fuch iCuropcan powers as arc fettled in or near 
their dominions ; and in the fame manner the liaft- 
Indian companies of the European powers which 
happen to he at war with each other never fail to in-, 
tcrelt the nabobs in the difpute. 

^ XVfll. The next Englilh fettlement to Surat, 
on the coaft of the peninfula, is Bombay, in the 
kingdom of Decan, a fmall ifland, with a very 
convenient harbour, about fire-and-forty leagues to 
the fouth of Surat. The town is very populous ; 
but the foil is barren, and the climate unhealthy; 
and the commerce was rendered very precarious by 
the neighbourhood of the famous Corfair Angria, 
until his port of Geriah was taken, and his fortifi- 
cations demoUnied. The Englilh company like- 
wife carry on fome traffick at Dabul, about fort^ 
leagitcs further to ilic fouth, in the province of 
Cuncan. In the fame fouthcrly progrelllon, towards 
the point of the peninfula, wc arrive at Carwar, in 
the latitude of fifteen degrees, where there is a 
fmall fort and fo^lory belonging to the company, 
fianUing on the fouth fide of a bay, with a river 
capable of receiving fliips of pretty large burthen. 

The climate here is remarkably falubrious ; the 
j country abounds with provilions of all forts, and 
tfie bell pepper of India grows in this neighbourhood. 

The next Englifli fettlement we find at Tillicheny, 
where the company has ereded a fort, to defend 
their commerce of pepper and cardamoms from the 
infults of the llajah, who governs this part of Ma- 
labar. Hither the Englifli trade was removed from 
Calicui:, a large town, that ftands fifteen leagues to 
the fouthward" of TilUcherry, and was as well fre- 
quented as any port on the coafl. of the Indian pe- 
■Jiinfula. The moft foutherly fettlement which the 
EngUfh poffefs on the Malabar coaft is that of An- 
jengo, between the eighth and ninth degrees of 

latitude. 
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HOOK latitude. It is defended by a regular fort, fituatcd 
ilJj- on a broad river, which falls into the fea, and would 
be very commodious for trade, were not the water 
on the bar too lhallow to admit ihips of confiderable 
burthen. Then turning the cape, and paiEng 
through the flrait of Chilao, formed by the iuand of 
Ceylon, we arrivel on the coafl of Coromandel, 
which forms the caftern fide of the ifihmus. Profe- 
cuting our courfe in the northern diredlion, the firft 
JEnghfli fadlory we reach is that of Fort St. David’s, 
formerly called Tegapatan, fituated in the latitude 
of eleven degrees forty minutes north, within the 
kingdom of Gingi. It was about fix-and-twenty 
years ago fold by a Mahratta Prince to the Eaft- 
India company, aud, next to Bombay, is the moft 
confiderable fettlement we have yet mentioned. 
Its territory extends about eight miles along the 
coafi, and half that fpace up to the covmtry, which 
18 delightfully watered by a variety of rivets : the 
foil is fertile, and the climate healthy. The fort is 
regular, well provided with cannon, ammunition, 
and a numerous garrifon, which is the more ne~ 
ceflary, on account of the neighbourhood of the 
French fettlement at Pondicherry’**'. But the chief 
fettlement belonging to the company on this coafl. 
is that of Madras, or Fort St. George, Handing 
farther to the northward, between the thirteenth and 
fourteenth degrees of latitude, and not a great way 
from the diamond mines of Golconda. It is feated 
on a flat, barren, fcorching fand, fo near the fea, 
that, in bad weather, the walls are endangered by 
the mighty furges rolled in from the ocean. As 
the foil is barren, the climate is fo intenfely hot, 
that it would be altogether uninhabitable, were not 
the heat mitigated by the fea-breezes. On the land- 
fide it is defended by a falt-water river, which, while 
it contributes to the fecurity of the place, robs the 

inhabitants 


* The uale consist? of long cloths of diHcteat colours, sallampores, 
rtM fiiinlijm ntierhams, and sucoations, 
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ioliabit-.inls of one gveut cmuforl, by obfinnHing tlic (Jll Al\ 
fpringsof frefb wlor. I'lie foil is a regular fquare, ^ , 
the town furroiinded with walls well tnnnintctl with lyfiiT 
artillery, and the place, inchiding the Ulack Town, 
is very populous. Madias, with let oral villages 
in the neighbourhood, was purchaied of the hmg of 
Golconda, before the Mogul became Sovcieigu of 
this country. The (-rovernor of this place is not 
only prefident of Fort St. Georg, c, but alfo of all. 
the other fcttlenicnis <3n the coafts of Malabar and 


Coromandel, as far as the ifland of Sumatra. He 
lives in great pomp, having inferior judges, who 
pafs fentence of death occafionally on nialefadlors 
of any nation, except the fubjedls of Grear-Britain, 
All the company’s aifairs are direded by him and 
his council, wiio are invcfled with the power of in- 
fliding corporal punifliment, fhort of life and 
member, upon fucli Europeans as are in the fcrvice, 
and difpofe of all places of truli and piofit. By 
tnrtue of an a(?l palled in the coiirfe of this very 
fcflion, the military officers belonging to the com- 
pany were perniiUcd to hold courts-martial, and 
punilh their Ibldicrs according to the degree of tlicir 
delinquency, In a word, Madras is of the utmofl 
importance to the company for'its firengtli, wealth, 
and the great returns it m.akcs in callicoes and 
muflins. Towards the latter end of the lalt century 
the Englifli company had a flourilhing fiuf'lory at 
Mafuhp.itam, Handing on the north fide of the river 
Naguncli, which feparates the provinces of Golconda 
and Bifnagar, in the latitude of fixteen degrees and 
thirty minutes ; but now there is no European fet- 
dement here, except a Dutch Eadlory, maintained 
for carrying on the chintz commerce. At Vlfgapa- 
tam, fituated Hill fartherto the northward, the Englifh 
pofiefs a fadlory, regularly foitilied, on the fide of 
ja, river, which, however, a dangerous bar has ren- 
dered unfit for navigation. The adjacent country 
affords cotton cloths, and the befl flriped muflins of 

India. 
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BO OK India. It is cliiefly for the ufc of this /;ttlctiient 

t ^ that the company maintains a fa 61 ory at Ganjam, 
the moft caflern town in the province or kingdom 
of Golconda, lituated in a country abounding with 
lice and fugar canes. Still farther to liie north 
coaflj in the latitude of twenty-two decrees, the 
company maintains a faflory at Balafoie, whicli 
was formerly very confiderable ; but ham been of 
very little confequence fince the navigation of the 
river Hugnely was improved. At this place every 
European fhip bound for Bengal and ti e Ganges 
takes in a pilot. The climate is not counted very 
falubriousj but the adjacent country is faiitfiil to 
admiration, and here aie confiderable msnufadlureg 
of cotton and filk. Without Ikilful pilots, the Eng- 
lifh would find it very difficult to navigate the dif- 
ferent channels through which the river G anges dif- 
^harges itfelf into the fea at the bottom of the bay 
of Bengal. On the fouthern branch is a town cal- 
led Pepely, where there was formerly in Englifli 
fadlory : but this was lemoved to Huguely, one hun- 
dred and fixty miles farther up the river ; a plac« 
which, together with the company’s fettlcment 
at Calcutta, were the emporiums of their com- 
merce for the whole kingdom of Bengal. Indeed 
Huguely is now abandoned by the Englifli, and 
their whole trade centers at Calcutta or Fort Wil- 
liam, which is a regular fortification, containing 
lodgings for the faftors and writers, ftore-houfes 
for the company’s merchandize, and magazines for 
their ammunition. As for the Governor’s houfe, 
which hkewife fiands within the fort, it is one of the 
moft regular ftrudlures in all India. Ilefides thefe 
fettkments along thefea-coaft, of the peainfula, and 
on the banks of the Ganges, the Englifh Eaft-India 
company pofTefs certain inland faiSorins and pofts 
for the convenience and defence of their commerce, 
either purchafed of the Nabobs and Rajahs, or con- 
quered in the comfe of the war. As the operations 

1 wc 



w>‘ in’npoft,; to record were ctmtined to the, ernUis of < 
Ivlalahar and Cloionirtiidel, or tho iiitctior cuniuries 
wliich Idrni the peninfuU imra (jaiij'ciii, it will be 
lunu'ctfrny to tlel'cribc the fadoryai iJi'iicoolcn, on 
the idind of Snraatra, or any lotticm ‘iit whiclt tJic 
IJnghlh pofrels in other jiarts of the lialt-lndies. 

^ XIX. In Older to undeifland tho military tranl- 
adliom oftlie Englith company in India, the reader 
will taUc notice, that immediately after the peace o£ 
Aix-hi Chapelle, Monficur Dupleix, who com- 
manded for the French in that country, began by 
his intrigues to fovv the feeds of didendon among 
the Nabobs, that he might be the better able to fifti 
in troubled waters. Nizam Almuluck, the Mogul’s 
Viceroy of Decan, having the right of nominating a 
Governor of the Carnatick, now more generally 
known by the name of the Nabob of Artot, ap- 
pointed Anaverdy Khan to that ofEce, in the year 
one thoufatul feven hundred and forty-Hve. 'i'he 
Viceroy dying was lucceeded in his Viceroyalty or 
Subafliip, by hia fecond fou Nazirzing, whom the 
Mogul coiilirmed. ile was oppofed in his preten- 
fions by his own coiifin Muzapherzing, W'ho had. 
rccourfe to the alUllancc of M. Duplcix, and ob- 
tained from him a reinforcement 'of F,ni’ope:in.s and 
artillery, in conli<lcr;Uion of many prefents and pro- 
niifcR, whicli he luUillcd in the feqacl. Thus re- 
inforced, and joined by one Chunda Saib, an aftWo 
Indian chief, he took the field againll his kinfmau 
Nazirzing, who was fupjjorlcU by a body of Sug- 
glifh troops uncler Colonel Laurence, The Fmnch, 
dreading an engagement, retired in the night ; and 
Muzapherzing, feeing himfclf abandoned by all his 
own troops, appealed to the clemency of his coufin, 
who fpared his life, but detained him as a State 
prifoncr. In this fituation, be formed a confpiracy 
agaitjfl. his kinfman's life, with Faairzing’s prime 
miniftcr, and the Nabobs of Cadupab and Conda- 
neor, then in bis camp ; and the confpiratois w'cre 
VeL. iir. D » cbcou- 
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BOOK encouraged in their Ichcme by Dupleix and ChutKij, 
Saibj who had retired to Pondicherry. Tims fti- 
iToi. mulatcd they murdered Nazirzing in his camp, 
and proclaimed Muzapherzing Viceroy of Decan. 
In the tents of the murdered Viceroy they found an 
immenfe treafure, of which a great lhare fell to 
M, Dupleix, whom Muzapherzing the ufurper at 
this time aflbeiated in the government. By virtue 
of this aflbeiation the Frenchman aflunied the Hate 
and formalities of an eaflern Prince ; and he and 
his colleague Muzapherzing appointed Chunda Saib 
Nabob of Arcot ; Anaverdy Khan, the late Nabob, 
had been, in the year one thoufand feven hundred 
and forty-nine, defeated and llain by Muzapherzing 
and Chunda Saib, with the iifliftance of their French 
auxiliaries ; and his fon Maljommed Ali Khan had 
put himfelf under the protedlion of the Englifh at 
Madras, and was confirmed by Nazirzing, as his 
fothcr’s fuccefibr in the Nabobufip, or government 
of Arcot. This government, therefore, was dil- 
puted between Mahommecl Ali Khan, appointed 
by the legal Viceroy Nazirzing, fupported by the 
Englifh company, and Chunda Saib, nominated by 
the ufurper Muzapherzing, and protcdled by Du- 
plcix, who commanded at Pondicherry. Muza- 
pherzing did not long furvive his ufurpalion. In 
the year one thoufand feven hundred and fifty-one, 
the fame Nabobs who had promoted him to his 
kinfman’s place, thinking themfelvcs ill rewarded 
fcr their fervices, fell upon him fuddenly, routed 
his troops, and put him to death ; and next day the 
chiefs of the army proclaimed Sallabatzing, brother 
to Nazirzing, Ticeroy of Decan ; on the other hand, 
the Mogul appointed Gauzedy Khan, who was the 
elder brother of Sallibatzing ; and this Prince con- 
firmed Mahoramed Ali Khan in the government or 
Arcot s but the affairs of the Mogul’s Court were 
then in fuch confufion, that he coidd not fpare an 
army to fuj^ort the nomination he l^d made, 
t ^ , Chunda 
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Clmncla Saib, Nabob of Arcot, havlnj;; been dc- t jiaj*. 
pofcd by the Great Mogul, who jtlacod Anaverdy ^ 
Khan in his room, he relolved to ircover his gu- 
verninent by forte, and had lutourfc to tlie French 
General at Pondicherry, who rciufoi ced him with two 
thoufand lepoys, or lolilicis of the country, lixty 
caflrees, and four hundred and twenty French 
troops, on condition that, if he proved fuccefsful 
in his cnlerprize, he lliould cede to the French the 
town of Velur, in the neighbomhood of Pondicherry, 
with its dependencies, confiding of forty-five vil- 
lages. Thus reinforced, he defeated his rival 
Anaverdy Khan, who lofi his life in the engagement, 
reaflitmed the government of Arcot, and punc- 
tually performed the conditions which had been fli- 
pulated by his French allies. 

^ XX. Mahommed Ali Khan, at the death of 
hia father liad fled to Tirachirapalli *, and folli- 
cited the affiftance of the Englifti, who favoured hmi 
with a reinforcement of money, men, and ammu- 
nition, under the condud of Major Laurence, a 
brave and experienced officer. By dint of this I'up- 
ply, lie gained fome advantages over the enemy, 
who were obliged to retreat ; but no decifive blow 
was given. Mahommed afterwards repaired in per- 
fon to Fort St, David’s, to demand more powerful 
fuccours, allcdging that his fate was connemed with 
the intcreil of the Englifh company,, wiiich in time 
would be obliged to abandon the whole coaft, Ihould 
they allow the enemy to proceed in their conquefls. 

In confequence of thefe reprefentations, he received 
another flrong reinforcement, under the command 
of Captain Cope; but nothing of importance was 
attempted, and the Englifli auxiliaries retired. 

Then Mahommed was attacked by the enemy, who 


, * TirncMiopaHi, commonly called Trichinopoly, aitualcd neai 
the mer Caiivcri, aho\e two hundif^l to the soiitlnViJird ot 

Madras, h the capital of a small kingdom bclou?ing_ tn the govein- 
nwnt of Arcot, aud bounded on the cast by the kingilcm of Tun- 
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BOOK obtained a complete vi<£lory over him. Finding it 
impoflible to maintain his footing by his own 
ftrcngthj he entered into a tlofe alJiancc with the 
Foglilh, and ceded to than fome commercial 
points, which had been long in cliipute. Then they 
detached Captain Cope to put Tiruchirapalli in a 
poflure of defence; while Captain dc Gingins, a 
Swils ofiicer, marched at the head of four hundred 
Europeans to the Nabob’s affiilancc. The two 
armies being pretty equal in ftrength, lay encamped 
in fight of each other a whole month ; during which 
nothing happened but a few flcinniQies, which gene- 
rally terminated to the advantage of the Englilh 
auxiliaries. In order to make a divcrfion, and di- 
vide the French forces, the company velolved to 
fend a detachment into the jirovincc of Arcoi ; and 
this was one of the tiifl occafions upon which the 
extraordinary talents of Mr. Clivc were dii'played. 
Kc had entered into the fervicc of the Eafl-Jndia 
company as a writer, and was confickred as a perfon 
very indifferently c[uahfied for fucceeding in any 
civil flation of life, fie now oflcrcd his fervice in a 
military capacity, and actually began his march to 
Arcot, at the head of iwo hunditd and ten Euro- 
peans with five hundral fepoys " . 

§ XXI. Such was the refohuion, fccrccy and dil- 
patch with which he condudted this enterprize, that 
the enemy knew nothing of his motions until he was 
in poffelEou of the capital, wbicli he took without 
oppofitioi' The inhabitants, expedting to be plun- 
dered, oikred him a large fum to fparc their city; 
but they derived their fecuiiiy from the gcncrofity 
and difcrciion of the conqueror. He refufed the 
proffered ranfom, and ilTucd a proclamation, inti- 
mating, That thofe who were Willing to remain in 
their boufes fhould be protcdled from infult and 
injury, and the reft have leave to retire with all their 

* Tlie lepovs aie tliem'rceMJiiaa of the country, who ate hiiedas 
lolditis 01.1‘aiiiorwlly al! parUes 
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cire<?ls except provilioMs, for whluh he prouiifril tocKAl*. 
pay the lull value. JJy tins lapy < onthu!;! he conci- ^ ^ 

liate<l the anc(Mioiii) of the people fo enutely, that ~TtQ^ 
even thofe who tpiitied the plate lupplied him with 
exatfl" intelligence of the enemy’s defigns, wlien 
he was bclicgod in the fequol. The town was in a 
little time invellcd by llaja tSaib, fon of Chuncla 
Saib, at the head of a numerous army, and the ope- 
rations of the fiege were condndlcd by European 
engineers. Though their approaches were retarded 
by the repeated and refolute fallics of Mr. Clive, 
they at length clfeftccl two breaches fuppofed to be 
prailicable ; and on the 14 th day of Odtober, in 
the year 1751, gave a general affault. Mr. Clive, 
having received intimation of their delign, had made 
fuch preparations for their reception, that they 
were repulfed in every quarter with great lofs, and 
obliged to raife the liege with the utmoft precipita- 
tion. 

i XXII. This gallant Englifliman, not contented 
with the reputation he hatl acquired from his noble 
defence, was no fooner rc-inforced by a detachment 
under Captain Kirkpatrick Irom Trlchonopoly, 
than he marched in purfuit of the enemy, whom he 
overlook in the plams of Araui. There, on the third 
day of December, he attacked them with ivrefilUble 
impetuofity ; and, after an obflinatc difputc, ob- 
tiwned a complete vii^lory at a very fniall expenec. 

The forts of Timery, Caujeveram, and Aranie, 
furrcndcred to the terror of his name, rather than 
to the force of his arms ; and he returned to Fort 
St. David’s in triumph. He had enjoyed a very few 
weeks of repofe, when he was fummoned to the field 
by frefh incurfions of tlie enemy. In the beginning 
of the year one thoufand feven hundred and fifty- 
two, he marched with a fmall detachment to Madras, 
where he was joined by a reinforcement from Ben- 
gal, the whole number not exceeding three hundred 
Europeans, and ahembled a body of the natives, 
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BOOK tliat he might have at leaft the appearance of an 
WL army. With ihefc he pioceedcd to Koveripauk, 
about fifteen miles from Arcot, where he found the 
French and Indians, confuting of fifteen hundred le- 
poys, feventeen bundled lioife, a body of natives, 
and one hundred and fifty FAiropeans, with eight 
pieces of cannon. Though they weje ailvMntageoufly 
polled and entrenched, and the day was already far 
advanced, Mr. Clive advanced againfl them with 
his ufual intrepidity ; but the vidory remained for 
fome time in fufpenfe. It was now dark, and the 
battle doubtful, when Mr. Clive fent round a detach- 
ment to fall in the rear of the French battery. 
This attack was executed with great refolution, while 
the Englifti in front entered the entrenchments with 
their bayonets fixed ; and, though very little tinc- 
tured with difeipline, difplayed the fpirit and adivity 
of hardy veterans. This double attack difconcerled 
the enemy in fuch a manner, that they foon defifted 
from all oppofition. A confidcrable cainagc en~ 
fued ; yet the greatet part of the enemy, both horfe 
and foot, faved themfelves by flight, umler cover of 
the darknefb. The French, to a man, threw down 
their arms, and fuirendcrcd themfelves prifoners of 
war; and all the cannon and baggage fell into the 
hands of the vidor. 

§ XXni. The province of Arcot being thus 
cleared of the enemy, Mr. Clive with Ips forces re- 
turned to Fort St. David’s, wheie he found Major 
Laurence juft arrived from England-', to take upon 
him the command of the troops in the Company’s 
fervice. On the eighteenth day of March this offi- 
cer, ^ accompanied by Mr. Clive, took the field, and 
was joined by Captain de Gingens at Tirucbirapalli. 
From hence he detached Mr. Clive with four ruin- 
dred European foldicrs, a few Mahratta horfe, and 
a body of fepoys, to cut off the enemy’s retreat to 

* Majoi lauteace had sailed fioivEpgbiiid in the yeur l7?o. 
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Potifli< berry. In tlie coiirfe of this expedition he o ir a P< 
diJlodf’cd ti Hrong body of the foe jioflcd at Snmia- 
verani, and obliged Cliunda Saib to throw a body iJs^T 
of troops iiilo a ilrong fortified terajile, or pagoda, 
upon the liver Koleroon, which was iinmcdiatoly in- 
vellecl. The commanding officer, in attempting to 
cfcape, was flaiii with fome others, and the refl fur- 
rendered at difcretion. They were ftill in poftelfion 
of another fortified temple, which he alfo befieged 
ill fomi, and reduced by capitulation. Having fub- 
dued thefe forts, he marched diredlly to Volconda, 
whitlier he underftood the French Commander 
D’Anlcuil had retired. He found that officer en- 
trenched in a village, from whence he drove him 
with precipitation, and made himfelf maflcr of the 
French cannon. The enemy attempted to fave 
thcmfelves in the neighbouring fort ; but the gates 
being fliut againfl them by the Governor, who was 
apprehenfive that they would be followed pell-m^ll 
by the linglifli, Mr. Chvc attacked them with great 
fury, and maile a coulidorable daughter ; but lus 
humanity being fhocked at this carnage, he fent a 
flag of truce to the vanquKhed, with terms of capi- 
tulation, whicli they readily embraced. Thefe ar- 
ticles imported, that D’Antcuil, and three other 
officers, fhould remain prifoners on parole for one 
year, that the garrifon fbonld be exchanged, and 
the money and liore.s be delivered to the Nabob 
whom the Enp,lif]i lupported. 

§ XXIV. During thefe tranfaidions Cbunda Saib 
lay encamped with an army of thirty thoufand men, 
at Syrinham, an ifland in the neighbourhood of Ti- 
ruchirapalli, which he longed eagerly to poflefs. 

Hither Major Laurence marched with his Indian 
allies % and took his meafures fo well, that the ene- 

ray.s 

* Ilis army consisted of twelve Irandrcd EuropcaM and Topasscs in 
tiHalions, two tliousand sepoys, witJi the forces of the Nabob, 

.the Ktnijs of Tanjoze, Muissack, and the Mahrattas ; amovinbng 
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BOOK my’s provifions were cntiiely intercepted. Chuivla 
Saib, in attempting to fly was taken priloner by tlie 
'“T/sir Nabob of Tanjore, an ally of the Englifli company, 
who oidtrcd his head to be llruck ofl', in onlci to 
prevent the difputcs which otherwife would have 
arifen among the captors *. The mam body of the 
army being attacked by Major Laurence, and totally 
defeated, the ifland of Syrinhain was furrindcied, 
and about a thonfand European French iblcliers, 
Tinder the Command of Mr. Law, nephew to the 
famous Law who fohemed the Mtfllflippi compiny, 
fell into the hands of the conqueiors, including thirty 
ofliceis, with forty pieces of cannon, and ten mor- 
tars. M. Dujileix, though excterUngly mornfled hy 
this difaflcr, refolvcd to maintain the caiife which he 
had efpoufed. ilc proclaimed Kajali Saib, the fon 
of Chunda Gaib, Nabob of Arcot ; and afterwards 
pretended that he himfrlf had received fiom the 
Mogul fanids or commiflxons, appointing him Go- 
vernor of alj the Carnarick, from the river JCriflnah 
to the fea : but thefe fanids appeared in the Icquel 
to be forged. In order to complete the comedy, a 
fuppofeil meflliigcr from Delhi was rctxbed at Foii- 
dlcherry as Ambafraclor from the Mogul. Duplcix, 
mounted on an elephaat, preceded by muflck and 
datjcing women, in the oriental manner, received in 
publick hi.s coromiflion from the Imiicls of tlie nro- 
icnded Ambafjador, He aflcdled the liaftern iTate, 
kept his darbar or court, where he appeared fitting 
crofs-lcgged on a fopha, and received prefcnls as 
Prince of the country from his own council, as well 


to fifteen hiuidia] horse mid ten thouepod infiintrj^ 7’(>piwsos !Ho 
dBifeiidanlB frofm the Portnprtcse. The Msihuttas die naiite Ttuhdm 
o( d very numeiousi and powerful notion, which hath iiioie than once 
given laiy to tlic Mo". }, , 

* Chundi S.nb demanded leave of the Tanjpre General W pass 
thioujth hie camp to Tanjore, and thisi reijuest ivaii granted ; hut 
jnitead _ of being allowed to pass, he vvas dfetained prisoner, and as 
tW Allies could not agree about ihe manner in whieh hv d'oul'l he 
<lj«p<»ed of, some of the Tanjore olhetts, ofthcii own accord, ended 
tj(i« dispute hy cutting oS his head, , 
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s)S from ll)c natives. In the mean tunc, hnliilirK". 

oont>nue<l beuvctu the force s, t.l the two cotnpai.ic'., v 

as aa'viliauts to tlie (.tnuciultn<>, Nabob'-, bh jEiij; i}oi. 
lidi, untlcr Major Kimiicr, in.ide an unfiictv I'l'nl ai- 
tempt upon (Jinpec, <i Itronc* town litaitcd to the 
well oi Pon licheiry. Majoi Laitrcncc dc{v.iuii u 
ftrong body of I'VencU and nativcj, cotnnnndul by 
Duplet\’‘) neplicwj M. dc fvcijoin, ui tb. nti'/id'oiir- 
hood of Pondicherry, and took him pnioiitr, toje- 
therwith fdleen officers : after tliis lucccfs, Mr, ('live 
reduced the foits of Covelong and Cliengalpul, the 
latl very ilrong, fitiuted about forty miles to the 
fouthward of Mladras. On the other hand, M. Dn- 
plelx intercepted at fea Captain Schaub, with ins 
whole Swifs company, whom he detained piifoncrs 
at Pondicherry, although the two nations were not 
at war with each other. During thefe trani uHiotis 
Sallabal 7 ,ing, with a body of French under M. tje 
Ilufly, advanced towauis Aurengabad, which wa'j 1(10 
feat of government i hut he was oppofed hy a cliiel' 
of the Mahnittas., at the he.ad of a numerous army. 

In the moan time, Cawzcdy Khan, the elder brotlur 
of Sallabaizing, whom the Mogul had appoitiK-d 
viceroy of Dccan, took poflUIioii of bis goverment 
at Aurengabad, wheie, in fourteen da>b afier his 
arrival, he was pinioned by his own liflcr. The 
Mogul immediately appointed his Ion Schah Abadin 
Khan to iucceed his father; and this Prince aflually 
railed an army to come and lake poilelfion : hut tiie 
Mogul’s aftiurs requiring his prefence at Delhi, he 
was obliged to poftpone his dclign, fo that Salla- 
batzing was left without a competitor, and made a 
prefent to the French of all the Englifli fcttlements 
to the northward. 1 Thus 'concludod the year one 
thoLifand feven hundred and fifty-two. Next cam- 
paign was chiefiy confined to the neighbourhood of 
Trichinopoly, where Major Laurence nude feveral 
vigofous attacks upon the enemy’s army, and ob- 
tauictl many advantages, which, however, did not 

prove 



K prove tlecifive, bccaufc he was fo much out-numbrjcd 
that he could never follow Ins blow. 

^ XXV. In the conrfe of this year, the IVInnuJ 
vas clepofecl by his Gvnciui .Sch.ih Ab.idiii b lian, the 
■viceroy of Decan, whoraifed ro the throne Allum 
Geei, another Piinco of the blood. Jn th-' Inc i o d- 
ing year, a negof lation was fet on f'^^ot bj Mr. Sacm- 
ders, Governor of Madrji, and M. j'npleix ; and 
conferences were opened at fladiafs a Dutch fcttle- 
ment between Pondicheny .and Port fst. Gc-orgo; 
but this proved abortive ; and many other gallant 
eftbrts were made by Major Laurence in the teni- 
tory of Tnchinopoly, which liill contimicd to be the 
feene of aAioii. In the couife of tins y^ar Admiral 
Watfon arrived on the coifl of Coiomandel with a 
fquadron of fliips of wai, having on bo.ird o legi- 
ment commanded by Colonel Aldci croon ; at the 
fame time the flups from France brouglit over to 
PSnditheiry the Sienr Godcheu, Comraillary general 
and Governor- general of all their I'eitlemcnts, at 
whofe arrival Duplcix departed for Europe. The 
new Governor immediately wiotc a letter to Mr. 
Saunders, profefling the mofl pacificfc iti(lination.s\ 
and propofing a fufpcnlion of arms between the two 
Companies until their djfputes could be araitably 
adjulled. This propofid was very agreeable to the 
Governor and council at Madras, and a ceffaiion of 
arms aiFtually took place in the month of Odlober, 
in the year one thoiifand feven hundred and fifty- 
four. Deputies being fent to Pondicherry, a provi- 
fional treaty and truce were concluded, on cotidition 
that neither of the two Companies (liould for the 
future interfere in any difterence that might arife 
between the Princes of the country. The other ar^ 
tides related to the places and fettlements that 
should be retained or poflefled by the refpedive 
Companies, until frefh orders relating to this agree- 
ment fliould arrive from the Courts of London and 
Vcrfailles, tranfmitted by the two Eaft-India Qom- 

panics 
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panics of Prance and Kngknd, Until fuch orders o if A, i». 
ihould arrive, il was llipuLited that neitlier nation 
fhould be allowed to procure any new grant or cel- 
iion, or to build forts f’oi the tlcfcnce of new ctla- 
blUhments 5 and that they thould not proceed to any 
ceflion, retroceflion, or evacuation of what they then. 
poHefied; but every tiling fhould remain on the 
footing of uii pnjjidi'tis. ilow pacifirk foever the 
fentiments of the French lubjei.'ds might have been 
at this period in the Eafl -Indies, certain it is, the 
deligns of the French Govcrnois in America were 
altogether hoftile, and their condu6t hallening to- 
wards a rupture, which kindled up a bloody war in 
every divifion of the globe. 

§ XXVI. As this war may be termed a native of 
America, and the principal feenes of it were adled 
on tliat continent, we fliall, for the information of 
the reader, f ketch out the fituation of the then Bri- 
ti(b colonies as they bordered on each other, and 
extended along llie fea coall, from the gulf of St. 
Lawrence as far foutli as the country of Florida. 

We fliall enlu•n^*rate the Indian nations that lie fcat- 
tered about their confines, and delineate the manner 
in which the I'Vench hemmed them in by afurprifing 
line of fortifications. Should wc comprehend flud- 
fon’s Bay, witli the adjacent countries, and the banks 
of Newfoundland, in this geographical detail, we 
might aflinn that Grcat-Bntain at that time pof- 
feffed a territory along the fea coafl, extending fe- 
ventecn hundred miles in a diredl line, from the 
fixticth to the thirry-firft degree of northern lati- 
tude ; bur as thefe two countries were not concerned 
in this difpute, we fhall advance from the nortli- 
ward to the foutbern fide of the gulf of St. Law- 
rence ; 'and beginning with Acadia or Nova-Srotia, 
deferibe our fcttlements, as they lie in a foutherly 
diredUon, as far as the gulf of Florida. This great 
tradl of country, firetching fifteen degrees of lati- 
tude, is wafhccl on the eafl by the Atlantick Ocean : 

6 the 
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BOOKlUc fouthern boundary is T^panifli ]''lorula ; but to 

V— wefiward the limits are uncertain, lome allinii^ 
lyST ing that the jiinfdic^licm oi' tlie colojiics penetrate? 
through the whole continent, as far as the South, 
fea; while othtis, with mure modoration, think 
they arc naturally bounded by the river IlJionois 
that runs into the Mdliflippi, and in a manner eon* 
nedts that river with the chain of lakes known by 
the names of Michigan, Huron, Eric, and Ontaiio, 
the three fntl communicating with each other, and 
the lad difcharging itlelf into the river Sr. I<awrcncc, 
which running by Montreal and Qucbeck illlies into 
the bay of the fame denomination, forming the 
northern boundary of Wova-Scoiia. Tlic French, 
who had no legal claim to any lands on the fouth 
fide of this river, nevcrthelefs, with an Infulence of 
ambition peculiar to themfelves, not only extended 
their forts from the fourcc of the St. Lawrence, 
through an immenfc tra<*d of that country, as Air as 
the Miffiffippi, which difembogues itlelf into the gulf 
of Florida ; but alfo, by a levies of unparalleled 
encroachment’, endeavoured to conirafd the Englilh 
colonies within fuch narrow limits as would lu\e cut 
off ahnoft one lialf of their polIclRoiis. As wc have 
already given a gtographieal defcripiion of Nova- 
Scotia, and mentioned the particulars of the new 
fettleraent of Halifax, wc lliall now only obferve, 
that it is furvounded on three lides by the fea, the 
gulf, and liver of St. Lawrence ; that its otiginal 
boundary to the wefl. was the river Pentagoet 5 but 
it is now eoDtraded within the river Sr. Croix, bc-» 
caufe the Crown of Great-Britain did, in the year 
one tboufand lix hundred and lixty-three, grant to 
the Duke of York the territory of Saga<Uliack 
Aretching from St. Croix, to the river of this name j 
which was in the fcquel, an exprefs charter from 
the Crown, annexed to the province of Maflachu- 
I’ett’s-Bay, one of the four govemtntmts of New- 
LngUnd. This country, fituate next to Nova- 

Scotia, 
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Scotia, lies between tbc forly-iiid nnd forty-fifth 
tlcgft’cs of noilU hitituile, exUnding near lliroe lain- 
thx'fl miles in length, iiiifl al)out two huntlred in 
breadth, if we bound it by thofc tratHs whicli the 
French pofielled ; no part of the I’ettlcments of this 
country, however, (belches above fi’tty noles from 
the fea. The fummer is here intcnlely hot, and the 
winter proportionably fevere ; nevcrthclefs the cli- 
mate is healthy, and the ity generally ferene. The 
foil is not favourable to any of the European kinds 
of grain; but produces great plenty of niaiz, which 
the people bake into bread, and brew into beer, 
though their favourite drink is made of mclafies 
hopped, and impregnated with the tops of the fpruce- 
lir, wliich is a native of this country. The groand 
raifes good flax and tolerable hemp. Here are great 
herds of black cattle, Ionic of tliem very large in 
fizc, a vaft number of excellent hogs, a breed of 
fmall horfes, graceful, fvvift, and hardy ; and large 
flocks of fliecp, whole wool, though not fo fine as 
that of Faigland, is manufadlured with great luccefs. 

§ XXVIl. New Ji'/nglaud is compofod of the four 
provinces known by the names of New-lJampfliire, 
Maflachufetrs-Bay, lUiodcifland, and Connedlicuf, 
It is bounded on the fuuth by New- York extending 
northerly on both fidcs of the river Hudfon, about 
two hundred miles into the country pollcfled by the 
Indians of the Five N.uions, whom the French dif- 
tinguifli by the name of the Irrocjuois ; but in 
breadth this province does not exceed fifty miles, 
though it comprehends Long-illand, 'lying to the 
foathward of Connedlicut. The capital, which de- 
rives, from the province the name of New-York, is 
fituated on an excellent haboar in the ifland of Ma- 
nahatton, extending fourteen miles in length, and five 
in breadth, at the mouth of the noble river Hudfon, 
.which is navigable for above two hundred miles. At 
the .diftance of one hundred and fifty miles from 
New-York flaud* the town of Albany, upon the fame 
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BOOK river. Jn this place all die uciitics and tiUer tranf- 
actions vvcic negocialed between ihe Englilh and iho 
Irroquois, a conicdcracy of live Indian nat ons., who, 
by their union, courage, and mihiary Ibill, had re- 
duced a great numbei of other Indian tribes, and fub- 
dued a tciritory moie extend ve than the whole king- 
dom of France. They were about fourlcore years 
ago able lo bring ten thoufand wairiors into the field ; 
but now their number L lo greatly diminilhed by 
wars, epidemical difeafes, and the ufe o;' Ipirituous 
liquois, that they cannot raife above fifteen hunched 
men, even though they have admitted into their con- 
federacy the nation of the Tiifcaroras, whom the 
Englilh drove from the confines of Canilina. The 
Mohock Indians inhabit the country advanced from 
Albany. The northern extremities of Wew-Hamp- 
fhire and New-York are divided by the lakes Cham- 
plain and Sacrament, between which the French had 
Taifed the fort of Crown-Point. 

^ XXVIII. Contiguous to New-YorL and lying 
along the coafl, in a foutherly dircdlion J is the fmall 
province of New-Jerfey, bounded on thj; weft by the 
river Delaware, which divides it from rcnnfylvania, 
extending about one hundred and fifty mdcs in length, 
hut in breadth not more than one third cf that extent. 
The climate, foil, and produce of ihefe two pro- 
vinces, as well as of Pennfylvania, are fnnilar. They 
yield great quantities of grain, fliccp, horfes, hogs, 
and homed cattle ; all kinds of poultry and game in 
great abundance ; vegetables of every :brt in peifec- 
tion, and excellent fruit, parriculaily peaches and 
melons. Their v'-aft forefts abound v/ith oak afh, 
beech, chefnut, cedar, walnut-tree, cy [irefs, hickery, 
faflafras, and pine ; but the timber is not counted fo 
fit for Shipping as that of New-Engla^nd and Nova- 
Scotia. Thefc provinces produce great quantities of 
flax and hemp. New- York affords mines of iron, 
and very rich copper ore is found in Njew-Jerfey. 

§ XXIX, 
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§XXiX. IVnnjylv.ujjii, lyhift' lo llie foutliwanl niAK 
of Ncw-Yoik. and Now-Jcif<?y, is bounded on tlie 
other tide by IVfaryland, llretchinp, two hundrci.1 
and fifty miles in leiifith, two liuiulrcd in breadth, 
and hating no commtuiication with the lea, exce])t 
by the mouth of the river Delaware. This province 
was originally fettled by Quakers, under the aufpices 
of the celebrated William Ptnn, whofe defeendanta 
are flill proprietaries of the country. Philadelphia, 
the capital, fl,mds on a tongue of land, at the con- 
fluence of the tw'o navigable rivers, the Delaware 
and the Sculkcl, clifpofed in the form of a regular 
oblong, and designed by the original plan to ciilend 
from the one to the other. The ftreets, which, arc 
broad, fpacious, and uniform, crofs each other at 
right angles, leaving proper fpaccs for churches, 
markets, and other publick edifices. The Honfes 
are neatly built of brick, the quays fpacious and 
magnificent, the warehoufes large and numerous, 
and the docks commodious and well contrhed for 
fliip*bnilding. Pcuni'ylvania is uatlcrftood to ex- 
tend as far northerly as the banks of tlic lake Erie, 
where the hYench creilcd a fort. I'liey alio railed 
another at fome dillancc to the fouthward oftho 
Ilivierc-au-Banif, and made other encroachments on 
this colony. 

^ XXX. Adjoining to part of Pcnnfylvanla, on 
the fca-coafl, lies the province of Maryland, a tr.a<T: 
of land lituated along the bay of Clicfapeak, iu 
length about one hundred and forty miles, and nearly 
of the fame breadth, bounded on the north by Penn- 
fylvania on the eaft by the Atlantlck Ocean, and by 
the river Potowmack on the fouth. This country 
was firft planted with Roman Catholicks by Lord 
Baltimore, to whom Charles II, granted it by patent, 

In the fequel, however, people of all religions were 
admitted into this fettlement, and indulged with 
liberty of confcience, and at prefent the reigning 
xeligion is that of the Englifli church. The climate 

ta 
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■ROiOK i"! very fnltry in fumnicr, ami not very f.ilulnioiin, 

, Tile Coil isfiultfal, ami produces a jj/tal ipianluy 
ilQT tolwcco, which the people cultii ate U', tlu ir tUple 
commodity. Tlieleatof p,ovcrmncnt is eruhhlhcd' 
at Annapolis, a iraall town beautil’ully lituaied on 
the river Patuxent. 

^ XXXI. Tracing the fea-coafl; llill Ibuthcrly, 
the next feltletncnt is Virginia, watered on the north 
by the river Potowmack, which is the boundary 
between this and the colony Lift deferibed, liaving 
the bay of Chefapeak to the eall, bounded on the 
Ibiith by Carolina, and extending weftwavil without 
any prclciibed limits, though the plantations have 
reached no farther than the great Allegany moun- 
tains ; fo that the province, as now poflHled, ftrctches 
in length above two hundred and forty miles, and 
in lireadth not above two htindicd, lying between 
the lifty -fifth and fortieth degrees of latitude. In 
failing to Virginia, navigators lleer through a fruit 
formed by two points, called the Capes, iiiia the 
bay of Chefapeak, a large inlet that runs three Imn- 
dred miles into tlie country from foulh to north, 
covered from the Atlantick Ocean by the cafeni ftlc 
of Maryland, and a fmall portion of Virginia on the 
fame peninfuta. 'Phis noble bay is about eighteen 
miles broad for a confidcrable ipacc, and leven at 
its narrowelV part, yielding generally nine fathoms 
depth of water : on both fdos it receives many navi- 
gable rivers, thofe on the Virginia fide being known 
hy the name of james-river, Tork-river, the Kap- 
pahaanock, and Potowmack. This country, efpe- 
cially towards the fca, lies very iovt and I'wampy, 
and the foil is extremely fertile. The air and wea- 
ther arc \auablc, the heats of fiiramor cxceflive, the 
fVofls of rvinter hidden and intenfely cold ; fo that 
upon the whole, the clima»'c is neither very agreeable 
nor healthy, the people being particularly fubjecb 
fo agues and pleuretick diforders. The province 
abounds with vaft forefts of timber j the plains are 

covered 
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covered with a furjirizin'^ tuxurisincy of vcgetablos, ciTAp. 
Dowers, and Dtiwoniip, Dirnbs, diiriifing the moU JD. 
delicious fragrance, 'i'lie ground yields plenty of TtCT' 
corn, and every lorrol Iruk in great ahiuulancc and 
perfeekion. Horned cattle and hogs lure here niul- 
tiplicd to atliiiiriUion, faicc they were Ijvll imported 
froiu lCuro[)e. 'I’lie animals, natives of this and 
the ncighliouring countries, arc deir, jiantliers or 
tigers, bears, wolves, foxes, fquirrids, racoons, and 
creatures called opodliins, with an infinite variety of 
beautiful birds, and a divcrlity of Icrpenta, among 
which the ratilc-lhakc is the moll remarkable. 

§ XXXIL Virginia is bounded to tiie Ibuth by 
the two Carolinas, fituated between the forty-fixth 
and thirty-firfl- degrees of latitude ; the length 
amounting to upwards of four hundred miles, and 
the breadth extending near three hundred, as far 
as the Indian nations called the Catawbas, the 
Creeks, and Chcrokeea. The country of Caxolitia 
is divided into two governments, of which the moft 
iionhern is the moll inconltdcrablc. U’hc climate 
in both is the fame, as well as the foil ; the firfl is 
warm, though not unhealthy; the lad extremely 
fertile, yielding every thing in plenty which is pro- 
duced in Virginia, belides abundance of excellent 
oranges, and lomc commodities which are not found 
to the northward. North- Carolina, though nor lb 
opulent, is more populous than the fouthern part. 

The colonifls of North-CaroUna carry on a confi- 
derable traffick in tar, pitch, turpentine. Haves, 
fhinglcs, lumber, corn, peas, pork, and bepf, to- 
bacco, (leer-lkins, indigo, wheat, rice, bees-wax, 
tallow, bacon, atid bog’s lard, cotton, and Iqtmred 
timber, live cattle, with the Ikins of beaver, racoon, 
fox, minx, wild-c.at, and otter. South-Carolina is 
much better cultivated; the people arc more civi- 
lized and the commerce more important. The 
capital of this province called Charles-Town, is 
finely fituated at the confluence of two uaTigable 
not. HI. E B I'^vcrs, 
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BOOK rivers, having the acivantage of a commodious 
harbour. Tlieir trade, exclufivc of the articles wer 
have already mentioned as common to this govern- 
ment and that of North-CaroUna, conlifls of two 
chief ftaple commodities, nee and indigo, which 
thejf cultivate with great iuccels; and they have 
likewife made ibme progrels in the culture of filk. 

^ XXXIII, The moll foulhern of all our fettle- 
ments on this coaft is Geoigia, extending about 
fixty miles from north to ioutti, along the fea-Oiore; 
but widening in the inland parts to above one hun- 
dred and fifty, and ftrctching almofl three hundred 
from the fea to the Apalachian mountains. This 
country differs vei y little from that of South-Caro- 
lina, with which U boiders s yet the fummer is here 
inoic hot, and the foil not fo fertile. Savannah, 
the capital, Hands commodioufly for trade, about 
ten miles from the fea, on a river of the fame name, 
tia'vigable with large boats two hundred miles farther 
up to the fccond town called Augufta, a place that 
fiourifbes by the Indian trade of fkins, which the 
inhabitants carry on with their neighbours the 
Creeks, the Cliickefaws, and the Cbcrokees, who 
are the moft numerous and powerful ttibes in Ame- 
rica. Georgia is bounded on the fouih by the river 
Attamaha, at no great diflance from the Spanifh 
fort of St. Auguflin. 

^ XXXIV. Having thus exhibited a fuccinA 
view of the Britifri colonies in North- America, for 
the information of the reader, we (hall now refume 
the thread of our hifiory, and particularize the tranf* 
addons by which the prefent year was diflinguifhod 
Oh this extenfive continent. The government of 
England having received nothing but evafive anfwers 
from the Court of France, touching the compkints 
that were njnde of the encroachments in America, 
difpatched orders to all the Governors of that coun- 
try to a-epcl force by force, and drive the French 
from their fettlement^ on the river Ohio. Accord- 

ingly^ 
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ingly, the provinces of Virginia and Pennfylvania CHAP, 
took this important affair into their confideration ; , ^ 

but while they deliberated, the French vigoroufly 17^ 
profecuted their defigns on the other fide of the 
mountains they furprized Log’s-town, which the 
Virginians had built upon the Ohio ; made them- 
felves tnaftera of the Block-houfe, and Truck-houfe, 
where they found fkins and other commodities to 
the amount of twenty thoufand pounds, and deftroyed 
all the Brililh traders, except two who found means 
to efcape. At the fame time, M. de Contrecoeur, 
with a thoufand men, and eighteen pieces of cannon, 
arrived in three hundred canoes from Venango, a 
fort they had raifed on the banks of the Ohio, and 
reduced by furprize a Britifli fort which the Virgi- 
nians had built on the forks of the MonangaheJa, 
that runs into the fame river. 

^ XXXV. Thcfe hoftilities were followed by 
clivers fldrraiflies between the people of the two Na- 
tions which were fought with various fiiccefs. At 
length the Governors of the Englifli fettlcments re- 
ceived orders from England to form a political con- 
federacy, for their mutual defence } and the Go- 
vernor of New- York was dirciSled to confer with the 
chiefs of the Six Nations, with a view to detach 
them from the French intereft by dint of prornifes 
and prefents of value, fent over for that purpofe. A 
congrefs was accordingly appointed at Albany, to 
which place the Governor of New-York repaired, 
accompanied by Commiflioners from all the other 
Britifh fettlcments; but a very fmall number of 
Indians arrived, and even thcfe feemed to be indif- 
ferent to the advances and exhortations that were 
made by the Englilh orator. The truth is, the 
!]^ench, had artfully weaned them from their attach- 
ment to the fubje«£ls of Great-Britain. Neverthelefs, 
diey accepted 'the prefents, renewed their treaties 
with the King of England, and even demanded his 
afljfi^pce in driving the French fr^m the pofts and 

£ B 2- pofiefiions 
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HOOK pofTcflioii'} they hail ufuri)ecl within the IntliAn ter- 
III- ! ritoiics. It wann conkquence of the mcafuies here 
^^3*, taken, that Colonel Walhington was dctachcU horn 
Virginia with four hundred men, and occupied a 
poll on the banka of the river Ohio, where he tlircw 
up fome woiks, and eredlcd a kind of occ.ifional 
fort, in hopes of being able to defend himfelf in that 
■fituaiion, until he Hiould be joined by a reinforce- 
ment from New-York, which, however did not 
arrive. 

^ XXXVI. While be remained in this lituation, 
De Viller, a French Commander, at the head of 
nine hundred men, being on his march to diflodge 
Walhington, detached one Jamonville, an inferior 
officer, with a fmall party, and a formal fummons 
to Colonel Wafhington, requiring him to quit the 
fort, which be pretended was built on ground be- 
longing to the French, or their allies. So hule 
regard was paid to this intimation, that the Enghlh 
fell upon this party, and, as the French affirm, with- 
out the lead provocation, either flew or took the 
whole detachment. De Viller, incenfed at ihclc 
uiqirovoked hoftilitics, marched up to the attack, 
which Wafliingion for fome time fuflained under 
ijianifold difadvantages. At length, however, he 
fnrrendered the fort upon capitulation, for the per- 
formance of which he left two officers as hoflages in 
the hands of the French ; and in his retreat was ter- 
ribly harafled by the Indians, who plundered his 
baggage and maflacred his people. This event 
was no fooner known in England, than the Britifli 
Ambaflador at Paris received diredions to complain 
of it to the French miniftry, as an open violation 
of the peace; but this reprefentation had no efleiSt. 

^ XXXVII. Both nations by this time fqrefaw 
that a rupture would be inevitable, and each refblved 
to makefuitable preparations. France continued to 
fend reinforcements of men, and fupplies of aii^inu- 
niiipn to Qqebeck, for the profecution of her amr 

bitions 
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bitious projcdls; and the miniftry of Oreat-nrltaln CIIA?, 
tranlhiittcd falutary cautions to tlic CTOVcmotb of the ^ 
provinces in North- America, exhorting them to 
join their endcat ours for repelling the inemfions of 
the entmy. Such an union as (eemed ncccflary fot 
their common prefervation was not ealily eflefled. 

The different colonies were divided by different 
views and interefts, both religious and political : 
befidcs, every fettlemcnt was diliraAed into fadions, 
formed by the Governor and the demagogubs of 
the aflemblyi in other words, an oppohtion like 
that in Parliament, and a continual firuggle between 
the liberties of the people and the prerogative of the 
proprietor, whether fovereign or fubjcfl. Mr. Din- 
widdle, Governor of Virginia, having demanded a 
certain perquifite for fee for every patent he ihould 
pafs for land, the aflembly voted his demand illegal, 
arbitrary, and oppreillve. They declared that every 
man who paid it fliould be deemed an enemy to fiis 
country, and fent over an agent to London, to.fo- 
licit the fupprefHon of this impofiiion. ''J'he repre- 
fentatives of the people in l?ennfylvania waiOed the 
time in vain deliberations and violent dilpmes with 
their propiiciors, while the enemy iiifeftcd their 
frontiers. The colony of New-York wasdilled with 
difcontent and unimofity. Sir Danvers Ofborne, who 
had been appointed Governor of this province, died 
immediately after his arrival at New-York, and the 
inflru^lions he had received were expofed to publick 
cenfure. The preamble inveighed feverely againft 
the want of duty, allegiance, loyalty, and unanimity, 
which h.'id lately appeared fo nororious in - the afletfl- 
bly of tliat province, who had violated the tbyai 
cotnmiffion and infirudlions, by aflhming to nheitiA 
felves the power to difpofe of publick money in the 
law ‘which they had occafionally pafled. This gen- 
tleman was, therefore, direbled to ihfifl upon tlte 
reformation of all thofe publick - abufes, antj upop 
the eftabliflunent of a certain fupply for the f^rvi^e 
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, HI. of a falary for himfdf. Moreover, his Majelly, in 
thefe inftrudions, fignificd his will and pleafure, 
That all money raifed for the fupply and fupport of 
government, or upon ^ny emergency for immediate 
fervice, fhould be difpofed of and applied properly 
to the life for which it might be granted, by warrant 
from the Governor, by and with the advice and 
confent of the council of the province, and no 
otherwife : That, neverthelefs, the affembly fhould 
be permitted, from time to time, to view and exa- 
mine the accounts of money difpofed of, by viitue 
of laws which they had enaded : That if any mem- 
ber of the council, or officer holding place of truft 
or pfofit within the government, fhould, in any 
manner whatever, give bis afTent to, or in any wife 
advife or concur with the affembly in palling any 
ad or vote, whereby the royal prerogative might be 
lefftned or impaired, or any money be raifed or dif- 
pofed of for the publick fervice, contrary to, or in- 
confiftent with, the method preferibed by thefe in- 
ffiudions, the Governor fhould forthwith remove or 
fufpend fuch counfellor or officer fo ofiending, and 
give an immediate account of his proceedings to the 
Commiffioners of Trade and Plantations* Thefe 


were peremptory |injundions, which plainly proved 
that the miniftry was determined to fupport the pre.* 
rogative with a nigh hand 5 but it raufl be owned, 
at the fame time, that abundance of provocation had 
been given, by the infolent oppofition of fome tur- 
bulent individuals, who had exerted all their influ- 
ence in difturbing and diftreffing the views and defigns 
df the government. While the Britifh colonies in 
AmetiOa were by thefe divifions, ih a great mea- 
fure difabledi from making vigorous efforts againfl 
tb^ common enemy, the admiaiflration at home! 
began to exert itfelf for their defence* Officers were 
appointed for two regiments, confifting of two bat- 
tsJiQQs^ each, to be raifed in America, and com- 
manded 
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mamdccl by Sir William Pepperel anti Governor c n -v P. 
Shirley, who had enjoyed the fame command in ^ , 
the laft war, and a body of troops was de dined for itHT 
the fame fervice. 

§ XXXVIII. The mod remarkable incident that 
marked this year, on the continent of Europe, was 
the conveilipn of the Hereditary Prince of ITefle- 
Caffil, who had efpoufed the Princefs Mary of Eng- 
land. He now declared himfelf a Roman Catholick, 
and was fuppofed to have been cajoled to this pro- 
felfion by the promifes of certain powers, who 
Mattered his ambition, in order to weaken the Pro- 
teftant intereft in Germany, His father, though 
deeply affedled by his fon’s apoflacy, did not fail to 
take immediate meafures for preventing the evil 
confequences which might otherwife have flowed 
from his defedlion. He forthwith aflembled the 
Stales of the Landgraviate, in order to lake fuch 
meafures as might appear neceflary to maintain rite 
religion, laws, and conftitution of the country ; and 
the Prince was laid under certain rcflriiftions, which 
he ^id not And it an eafy talk to fet afide. It was 
cnadled that when the Regency fliould devolve to 
him by fuccelBon, he Ihould not have it in his power 
to alter the cftablifiied laws, or grant any church to 
perfons of the Roman communion, for the publick 
exercife of their religion ; and that he fliould be 
excluded from all fliare in the education of his fons, 
the eldefl: of whom fliould be put in pofleffion of the 
country of Hanau upon his father’s acceflion to the 
Regency of the Xandgraviatc, Thefe refolutions 
were guaranteed by the Kings of Pruflia and Den- 
mark, by the Maritime Powers, and the Evangelick 
Body of the Empire. 

§ XXXIX. The exile of the Parliament of Paris, 
fsx from having intimidated the other tribunals from 
performing what they apprehended to be their duty, 
iifrved only to inflame to -difeontents of the people, 
and to animate all the courts of Jufticc to a full ex- 
I ertion 
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BOOK ertlon of their autlioiiiy. 'I'lie Chatdot contimicd to 
profecuic tho'te piidls, who luluUd tlic fici.imciit to 
J7.dr^ pel Ions whole ounfcicuccs would not allow them to 
fubfenbe to the bull Umgoniun, i ven after tlucc o£ 
their member) were lent lo the Uallilc, 'I'lic fame 
prafccutioiis were carried on, and bold rcnionliiantes 
publiflitd by the Parliaments of Aix and Houen. In 
a woul, the whole kinj),dotu was lilltd with furh 
cofifufion as threatened a total fupprclhon of jufiiee, 
in a gencial fpint of lUfall’ecHion, and uiuvoihil 
anarchy. The ptxl.ii<*b, meanwhile, leemtd to 
tnumph in the conibuiUon they had raifeel. Tliey 
entered into atlodations to fuppoii each other : they 
intrigued at couit, and ha'allul the King tvith inlo- 
lent dechiations, till he grew tired of tbcir procced+ 
ings, and opened his eyes to the fatal cunfeqtienccs 
of their pride and ohllinacy. lie even took an op- 
porluniiy of exhorting the Arohbilhop of Paris to 
atft more fuitnbly to the charaiHcr of a clergyman, 
He recalled ilic Parliament from cxiluj and they 
returned in triumph, amidll th'e acclamations ,of 
the people, who celebrated tlicir arrinil at Paris 
with the moll extravagant dcmonllrations of joy $ 
and the Archbifhop, notwilhft inding the King’s 
exprefs declaration to the contrary, tUll perlilling in 
countenancing the recufant piicds, was banilhed to 
Conflans-fous-Charenton. 

§ XL. In Spain, _ the intereft of Grpat-Ilriiain 
wasfo warmly efpoufed, anti fo powerfully fupported 
by Mr. Wall, who had been rcfulent in Faigland, 
that the French party, though countenanced by the 
Q^ueen,-nioiher, and luflained with all the influence 
of tlie Marquis dc la Enfcnada, the prime ininifler, 
was totally defeated. The King being convinced, 
that it would be for the intereft of his fubjetfts to 
live on good terms with England, and well apprized 
of Enfenada’s intrigues, ordered the minifler to be 
aricfted and confined, and hefiowed upon Mr, Wall 
the beft part of his employments. Ne^ferthelefs* 



Or,OROK IT. 


4'25 


the Spaniards in the Wcfl-lndics continued to op- cfiAP. 
prefs tlie liibjerts of Great-Briiain, employed in ^ , 

culling logwood in the bay of Honduras; and ro- 
prcleniations on his head being made to ihc Clourt 

Madrid, the difpiile was amicably adjufu.d be- 
tween Mr. Wall and Sir Benjamin Keene, the Bri- 
tilij Amballador. While the intcreft of Britain thus 
triumphed in Spain-, it feetned to lofe ground at the 
Court of Lif on. His Ponupruefc Majefly had 
formed vaft pioje(?ls of an ai^lu’e commerce, anrl 
even eflablifhed an Eaft-lndia company ; in the 
mean time he could not help manifellmg his chagrin 
at the great quantities of gold v/hich wcie yearly 
exported from his dominions, as the balance due 
from bis fubjecls on Englifh commodities. In his 
endeavours to check this ttafhek, which he deemed 
fo detrimental to his fubjcdls, he inflidled hardfliips 
on the Britlfli merchants fettled at I.iflion ■. fome 
were imprifoned on frivolous pretences : others rfe- 
privad of their property, and ol>ligcd to quit the 
kingdom. He infilled upon laying an impofuioii 
of two per cent, on all the Portuguefc gold that 
{lioukl be exported ; hut tiie profits of the trade 
would not bear fuch an exadlioii. Meanwhile, 

'there being a fcarcity of corn in Portugal, the king- 
'tlom was fupidicd from England; and the people 
having nothing but gold to purchafe tliis ncccfliiry 
fupply, the King faw the necellhy of conniving at 
the exportation of his coin, and the trade reverted 
into its former channel. 

^ XLI. On the fourteenth day of November the 
King of Great-Britain opened the fclBon of Parlia- 
ment with ail harangue, which intimaied nothing of 
an approaching vupturcv He laid, That the gene- 
ral state of aSairs in Europe had undergone very 
little alteration fince thdt laft meeting ; that he had 
lately received the flrongell afliirancei from his good 
brother the King of Spain of fncndlliip and cofifl- 
dcnce, which lie would cultivate with harmony and 
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ni. be to llrctjglhen the foundation, and fee urc the du» 
ration of a general peace ; to improve the prefent 
advantages of it for promoting the trade of his good 
fubjedls, and proteAing thofe pofleliions which con-ir 
ilituted one great fource of their wealtli and com, 
merce. Finally, he exhorted them to complete 
their plan for appropriating the forfeite d eftates in 
the Highlands to the fervice of the piiblick. He 
probably avoided mentioning the encro tchments of 
France, that he might fupply no handle for debates 
on the addrefs, which was earned in both Houfes 
almoft without oppofition. The government feemed 
determined to humble the infolence of the French 
councils 5 and this difpofition was fo agreeable to 
the people in general, that they grudged no cxpcnce, 
and heartily concurred with the dem inds of the 
miniftry. 

XI/II. The Commons granted for i.he fcrvice of 
the enfuing year four millions feventy-lhrce thoufand 
feven hund^red and twenty-nine pounds i one million 
of that fum exprefsly given for enabling his Majefly 
to augment his forces by land and fea. Thirty-two 
thoufand pounds were allotted as a fublidy to the 
King of Poland, and twenty thoufand to the Eledlor 
of Bavaria, Thcfe gratifications met with little or 
no oppofition in the committee of fupjilyt becaufe 
it was taken for granted, that, in cafe of a rupture, 
France would endeavour to avail herfelf of her fime- 
riority by land, by invading his Britanr icfc Majefiy's 
German dominions ; and uierefore it might be ne- 
ceflary tofccure the aftiftance of fuch allies on^-the 
continent. That they prognofticated aright, with 
refpedlto the defigns of that ambitious power, will 
foott appear in the courfe of this hiftory j which will 
alfo demonflrate how little dependence i;i to be pl&Ced 
upon the profefled attachment of fobfi diary FrinCes. 
The foppUes were raifed by the flandibg branches of 
the revenue, thp land-tax and tnalt-tax, and a lottery 
Q for 
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^or one million; one hundred thoufiind pounds of cil AP 
it to be dcdudAed for the fervid'- of the publick, and 
the remaining nine hundred thoufand to be charged 
on the produce of the linking-fund, at the rate of 
three per cent, per annum, to commence from the 
fifth day of January in the year one thoufand feven 
hundred and fifty-fix. The civil tranfadlions of this 
feffion were confined to a few objeds. Divers new 
regulations were made for encouraging and improv- 
ing the whale and white herring fifhery, as well as 
for finifliing and putting in a proper ftate of defence 
a new fort, lately built at Anamaboe on the coafl of 
Africa. 

^ XLIII. Mr. Pitt, the Paymaller-General of the 
forces, brought in a bill, which will ever remain a 
ftanding monument of his humanity. The poor 
difabled veterans who enjoyed the penfion of Chel- 
fea holfcital, were fo iniquitoufly opprefled by a fet 
of milcreants, who fupplied them with money per 
advance, at the mofl. exorbitant rates of ufury, that 
many of them, with their families, werfe in danger 
of ftarving ; and the intention of government in 
granting luch a comfortable fubfifloncc was in a 
great mcafurc defeated. Mr. Pitt, perceiving that 
this evil originally flowed from the delay of the firffc 
payment, which' the penfioner could not touch till 
the expiration of a whole year after he had been put 
upon the lift, removed this necefllty of borrowing, 
by providing in the bill, that half a year’s penfion 
fhould be advanced half a year before it is due ; and 
the pratftice of ufury was effeiSlually prevented by a 
claufe, enaifting, that all contraifts Ihould be void 
by which any penfion ■ might be mortgaged. This 
humane regulation was unanimoufly approved* and 
having palled through both Houfes with uncommon 
expethtion, received the Royal aflent. 

\ 'XLIV. Notwithftanding the unanimity xnani- 
fefted by the Commons, in every thing relating to 
the-meamtes for adling vigoroufiy againft the com-. 

w moa 
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^ , diliuibccl anil divided iiy a coiiidied elLc^i./u of 

mcinbeis lor Oxfordlhirc. In ihc ttaiile of tins 
difpnle,' tlic and inlliieiice of vvliat they 

called the old and new interell, or, to I'peak more 
iijt,cl]i;>il)ly, of the Tories and rliat county, 

\vcre fully difplayed. T'hc iMudidates fullaincd on 
the ihouldcrs of the old intrfcll, were l.orcl Vif- 
connt WeniTuin and Sir James Dalhvvnod : their 
competitors, whom the new interclf fnpporied, and 
of coiil'equence the minitiry countenanced, were 
Lord Paiker and' Sir Edward I’ni-ner. 'Never was 
any contention of this kind maintained with more 
fpirit ant! aninmfity, or carried on at a f;rcater ex- 
pence. One would have imagined that each hde 
eonfidcred it as a dilpule which mull have de- 
termined, whetlter the nation Ihould enjoy its aiificnt 
liberty, or taiiiely fiibmit to tlie fetters of coirup- 
tion. Nohlcinen and gentktiu.n, ’clergymen and 
ladies, employed all ilicir talents and imlulisy in 
canvaUingfor cither fidi, tlirou hont eiety lown- 
flrip and village in the county. Stand.il emptied her 
whole quiver of infinuation, calumny, aud lampoon j 
corruption was not remifs in [iromilcs and prclcnts : 
houfes of cntoTiatuiTicut were opened ; ami nothing 
was for feme time to be feen but feencs of tumult, 
riot, and intoxication. The revenue of many an 
independent I’rincc on the continent would not have 
'been fiilTieicnt to aflbrd fitch fuins of money as 
were expended in the courfe of this difpute. At 
length they proceeded to elc 61 ion, and the fheriff 
made a double return of all the four candidates, fo 
that not one of them could fit, and the county re- 
mained without a reprefentativc until this arabiguohs 
affair could be decided in the Houle of Commons. 
About the middle of November petitions being pre- 
fented by the four candidates, as well as by the 
gentlemen, clergy, and Other freeholders of the 
county, complaining of an undue eledlion, and 

double 
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double rduvn, tlie m.ittcr of tbcl'f pclUion>i was cii AP. 
IkauI ai tin, harol llic Iloufc on tlic tim'd day of 
3')ct('inlxn. 'I'hc copidd lor Loid Wcnmau 'anil 
Sir James Dadmood allcdged, that they had the 
raajouf)' ol toK's upon the poll, and tins circura- 
llancc was adniitt(.il by the couulcl on the other 
fulc; then they j)rocccded to prove by evidence, 
that, after clofing the poll, the ihcriH' declared the 
ni<ajority of votes to be in favour of thefe two can- 
didates, anti adjourned the court from the twenty- 
third day of Apiil to the eighth of May; lb that the 
feruriny demanded, and grouted on the behalf of 
Lord Parker and Sir Edward Turner coulil not be 
difeufled before the lall day of the month, when 
the writ was rctuinuble ; that the fcniiiny did not 
begin till the ninth day of May, when the time was 
protravMcd by difitiiles about the manner in which it 
fhould be carried on ; that Loitl Parker and Sir 
Edward Turner were allowed to ohjevH, through tfJe 
whole noil, to the votes on the other fide, on pre- 
tence that their competitors fliould be permitted to 
anfwer thefe objedions, and, in their turn, objedl 
tliiQugh the whole poll to the voters for Lord Par- 
ker and Sir Edwartl 'run.cr, who Ihould, in the lall 
place, liave loa\c to antwoi : that Lord Wenman 
and Sir James Dafliwoud had difajjprovcd of this 
method, bccaufc tliey apprehended it might induce 
,thcir compel itors to make fuch a number of frivo- 
lous ohje6tions, that they fliould not have time to 
apfwcr one half of them, much Icfs to make objec- 
tions of their owp before the writ fliould be re- 
turned : that they forefaw fuch a number of frivo- 
lous objediions were made, as cngroHed the attention 
of, the court till the twenty-feventh day of May ; fo 
that they could not begin to anfwer any of tliele 
objeflions till the twenty-eighth j and on the thirti- 
eth the flierifi’, having clofed the ferutiny, made the 
double return. The proof being exliihitecl, the 
counfei infifted, that, as they had efiabhfticd a ma*, 
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BOOK jority on the poll, and deraonftmtcd that this irja- 
neither was nor could be overthrown by fuch 
an unfiniflred fcrutiny> it w'as incumbent on the 
other tide to proceed upon the merits of the election, 
by endeavouring to overthrow that majority of 
which their clients were in pofleflion. A quetUon 
in the Hoai'e being carried to the lame purpofe, 
Lord Wenman and Sir James Dalhwood objc(5tcd 
to five hundred and thirty voters on the other fide, 
whom they propofed to difqualify. Their counfel 
examined fcvcral witnelles, to prove the partiality 
of the iherifF in favour of Lord Parker and Sir Ed- 
ward Turner, and to detect thefe candidates, in the 
pradticc of bribery ; for which purpofe they produc- 
ed a letter in their own hand-writing. They after- 
wards proceeded to difqualify particular voters, and 
fummed up their evidence on tue twenty-firfl. clay of 
An. 175S' January. Then the counfel for the other fide began 
to refute (he .charge fof partiality and corruption ? 
and to anfwer the objections that had been made to 
particular voters. They produced evidence to 
prove, thatcuftomary frceboldersj or cullomary hold- 
ings, had voted at elections in the counties of 
Qlamorgan, Monmouth, Gloucclter, Wells, and 
Ilereford ; and that the cullomary tenants of the 
manor of Woodftack, in Oxfordfliirc, had been re- 
puted capable of voting, and even voted at elec- 
tions for that cnumy. In a word, they continued to 
examine evidences, argue and re^te, prove and dif- 
prove, until the twenty-third day of April, when, 
after fome warm debates and .divifiofts in the Houfe, 
Lord Parjicr and Sir Edward Turner 'Overe declared 
duly elected ; and the clerk of the crown was ordered 
to amend the return, by erafing the uames of Lord 
Wenman and Sir James Dalhwood. Many, who 
prefumed to think for tbemfelves, without recoUeCt- 
mg the power and Influence of the adminiftratjon, 
were aftonilhed at the ifihe of this difpute ; which, 
however, might have eafily beenTorefeen ; inalinuch 

aSi 
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;w, during the courfc of the proceedings moft, if CHAP, 
not all, of the many queftions debated in the Houfe ^ , 

were determined by a great majority in favour of the 175^ 
new interert. A great number of copy-holders had 
been admitted to vote at this eledlion, and the 
Iheriff incurred no cenfure for allowing them to take 
the oath appointed by law to be taken by free- 
holders : neverthelefs, the Commons carefully 
avoided determining the queflion. Whether copy- 
holders poflefled of the yearly value of forty Ihillings, 
clear of all deductions, have not a right to vote for 
knights to reprefent the fhire within which their 
copy-hold eftates are lituated ? This point being 
left doubtful by the legiflature, puts it often in the 
power of the fheriff to return which of the candidates 
he pleafes to fupport ; for if the majority of the 
voting copy-holders adheres to the intereft of his 
favourites, he tvill admit their votes both on the 
poll and the ferutiny j whereas, Ihould they be other- 
wife difpofed, he will rejed them as unqualified, 

What efteCl this praClice may have upon the indc- 
pehdency of Parliament every perfon muft perceive 
who rcfleCls, that in almofl. all the counties of Eng- 
land the High Sheriffs are annually appointed by the 
minifterfor the time being, 

§ XLV. The attention of the legiflature was 
chiefly turned upon the conduCl of Prance, which 
preferved no rucuium, but feemed intent upon ftrik- 
ing fome important blow, that might ferve as a 
declamtion of War. At Breft, and other ports in 
that kingdom, the French were employed in equip- 
ping a powerful armament, and made no fcruple to 
own it was intended for North- America. Toward? 
the latter end of March Sir Thomas Robinfon, Se- 
cretary of State, brought a meifage from the King 
to the Parliament, intimating, that his Majefty 
having at the beginning of the feffion declared hia 
principal objeCt was to preferve the piiblick tranquili 
my, 404 at the fame time to proted thofc poflefliqns, 

, which 
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III 6 TO 11 Y OF KNGLAND, 

li OOK^Ijich conftjnuo one jireat fource of tljp commerce 

wy-O and wealth of Ins ku)p,i!omSj Im now found it ticcef- 
i7aj, iitry to acquaint the ihmfc of ComtnoiiSj that the 
prelcni litnaiion of allairs made it rcquilite to aug- 
ment his forces by fca and land, and to take fuch 
other ineafurcs as might bell tend to preferve the 
general peace of Europe, and to fecurc the juft 
rights and polielTions of his crown in America, as 
well as to repel any attempts whatfoever that might 
he made to fupport or countenance any defigus which 
Ihould be formed againft his Majclly and his king- 
doms ; and his Majefty doubled not but his faithful 
Commons, on wliofe affedlion and zeal he entirely 
relied, would enable him to make fuch augmenta- 
tions, and to take fuch meafures for fupporting the 
honour of his crown, and the true intcreftof hia 
people, and for the fecurity of his dominions in the 
prclent critical conjundluro, as the exigency of 
alfairs might require; in iloing which his Mtyefty 
would have as much regard to tlie cafe of his good 
fubjedls as Ihould be confident with their fafety and 
welfare. In anfwcr to this mcflagc a very warm and 
afiWUonatc addrefs was picfented to his Majefty* 
and it was on this occallon that the million was 
granted for augmenting his forces by fea and land *. 
The Court of Verfailles, notwithllandlng the aflj- 
duity and difpatch which they were exerting in 
equipping armaments, and embarking troops, for 
the iupport of tlieir ambitious fchferacs in America, 


’* Tl»- ministry Iviving resolved to send a body of forces to Amc'. 
riea, to act in conjnnctlon with Uus iiiotincinl tiuous raised on that 
continent, it liueauie necesuarv that the nuitiiiy act should be rendered 
luow clear and 1‘xtcns.ivc. When this , bill, therefore, fell nnder eon- 
sivlcration, it wts iHi|irp\«d witli a ut'tv clause, providing, *' Thai all 
oflicers and aoldicn of any trwops being tnitsterod and in py, wliich 
" ate or 'iball be ™»vd hi any of the Hntisb provinces in America, ,by 
" amliotily (if the rct)iccti(e goveruors or govcnimonta thereof, sbalt, 
** at all times, and in all pUccs, when they happen to join or act in 
“ conlnneiiftn with hU .Majesty’s British forces, he liable to martial 
law and (Ihchdloc, in like jnannfr, to atl intents ami piuposes, as 
y the British foitvjsares flod shall be subject to the same trial, pe- 
naUifcs, ami. puniiliiwcnt." 

ftill 
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fllll cmilinuctl to auuilo the Rritilh miniflry wilht'ilAl*, 
f,cnoi\il dec l.u' It tons, tli.il no hul’lility was mlciuleclj ^ 
nor tlie leali intiiiyv tnent of the treaty, 

^XTjVf. 'Hie I'liil of Albemarle, the Mnglilh 
Amljail'idor at Kimc, hiving lately died in tint city, 
i tilde aduranccb were coinnuuiicamd to the Court of 
’’'London by the Mai'inis dc Miicpohr, who rdided 
in England with the t 'inc cliai lelcv, which he had 
fupported lince liislird ariival with equal honour and 
polirencfs. On thn ocenfion he hunfelf was fo iar 
impofed upon by the iiiAruclions he had received, 
that he believed the profeOions of his court were 
lincere, and feiiouliy eiuleavourctl to prevent a rup- 
ture hcltvv’cn the two n.itions. At length, however, 
their preparation^ wri^ fo noioiious that he began to 
fnfpecM the coalequence; and the Engli/Ii minillry 
produced fuch piooh. of their infincetity and double 
dealing, that he fcinutl to be llruck with aiionill)- 
meAt and chagrin. I Te repaired to Prance, and 
iipbraidcfl the muullry of Verl'ailhs for having nude 
him the tool of their ihiltmulaiion. They referred 
him to the King, who ordeud him to return to 
London, with freUi adliranccs of liU pacilicTc inten- 
tions : but his prat-lice agreed fo ill with his profef- 
fious, that the Ambailador had I’earce obtained an 
audience to conununicutc .them, when undoubted 
intelligence arrivctl, that a pov/crful armament was 
ready to fail from Urell: and llochcfort. The go- 
vernment of Great Britain, roufed by this infor- 
mation, iminediataly took the mod cxpediUoub me- 
thods for equipping a fepudron; and towards the 
latter ctKl of Apiil, Admiral Bofeawen failed with 
eleven mips of tlic line and one frigate, having on 
boaid a confiderablc number of laiul-foiccs, to 
attend the motions of the enemy ; but more certain 
and particular intelligence arriving foon after, toucli- 
ing the drenglh of the Prouch Beet, which confided 
of twenty-five fliips of the line, befides liigates and 
tranfports, with a great quantity of warlike dore^ 
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BOOK and four thou find regular troops, commanded hy 
the Baron Dieileau, Admiral Ilolbouuic was, de- 
tached with fix fliips of the hue, and one fngatc, to 
reinfoice Mr. JBofeawen ; and a great numLer of 
capital fhips were put in conimillion. In the begin- 
ning of Miy the French fleet, commanded by Mr. 
Macnamara, an officer of Irilh cxtra«5iion, faded 
'from Brcft, direding his courie to North- \tuciica ; 
but, after having proceeded beyond the chops of the 
Engliffi Channel, he returned with nine of the 
capital fliips, while the the refl of the armament con- 
tinued their courfe, under the diredlion of M. Bois 
de la Mothe. 

^ XLVII. On the twenty-fifth day of April the 
King went to the Houfe of Lords, where, after 
giving the Royal aflent to the bills then depending ; 
for granting a certain futn out of the finking-fund, 
foj the relief of infolvent debtors, for the better 
regulation of marine forces on Ihore, for the 
better raifing of marines and fo.amen, and to fcvcral 
other publick and piivatc bills ; his Majefly put an 
end to the feflion of Parliament by afpcotli, in 
which lie acquainted the two lloufes, 'TIkii the zeal 
they had fliown for fuppoiling the honour, tights, 
and pofleflions of his crown, had alfordcd him tlic 
greateft falisfaiflion ; Thai liis defirc to prel'erve the 
■publick tranquillity had been finccrc and uniform : 
That he had religioufly adhered to the llipulations 
of the treaty of Aix-Ia-Chapclle, and made it his 
care not to injure or offend any power whatfoever ; 
but that he never could entertain a thought of 
purchafing the name of peace at the expence of 
iufiering encroachment's upon, or of yielding up, 
what juftly belonged to Great-Britain, either by 
ancient poireffion or by folcmn treaties; That tlie 
vigour and firmnefs of his Parliament, on 
poitant occafion, had enabled him to be 
for fuch cpntingencjes as might happen ; 

Teafonable and honourable terms of accommodation 

could 


tms im- 
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could be a[>,rcccl upon, he would be fatisficd, and, cn ap, 
at all events, icly on the ju(a<e of his caule, the 
clFeiRual fupport of lus pcoph*, ano the protedlion 
of Divine rrovidence. The Parliannent was then 
prorogued to the twenty-feventh of May. 


CHAP. 
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11 I STORY" OR ENOT,A.N». 


c n A. i\ IV. 

§ I. Preptimtinti^ forwitr. § II. Rarl Paulef's mor 
lim ngnDtJl fht' Kihp'i lo Utu/over. § III. 

Begencv appfiitticJ Jniivg his Mu'njWs ubfencc. 
^ IV. Bqfc'uwcit's •xpiJi/iuti. Aic.Jc iiud llvs tt/keii. 

§ V. French yluibtijjhjor rnaUtd. § VI. Their 
trade greatly dijirbjj'ed. § VII. Affairs of the Rng- 
lijh in America. Col. Moiuhon luhes Bean fcpiur. 
% VIII. General Hraddock's unforliuuiie expedition. 

§ IX. He falls into an amhifcade ; /V defeated ^ and 
hilled. § X. Difagieernent between the Governor and 
Affcmhh of pLuvJylvama. § XI. Expedition againjl 
Crown- Point ami Niagara rfolved on. \ XII. 
Gen, Johrifon encamps at Lake George. § XIII. 
JI'Tnre he is ai/ackca hv the h'rinch, who are entirely 
defeated. § XIV. Bravery of Captain AFGinues. 
^XV. Gnu Johnfon created a Baronet. % XVI. 
hcfcriptkn of Fort Oliorgo and Lake Ontario. 
§ XVII. Neglcdl of the Fnglijh, m not fortifying it, 
^ XVIII. Expedition agani/l A'iagara. | XIX. 
Gen. Shirley retains to jllhuny. End of the cam., 
paign in Amnica. § XX. Fniillefs hifiig/ies of the 
Ft ench in Spain and Germany. § XXI. 'J'reaty of 
the King of Grcai-Utihiin with the Eandqiave of 
Ileffe-Caffel. § XXII. A'fiwo/ the capture of the 
Akicle and Lys reaches England. § XXIIl, The 
King returns from Hanover, and cam hides a treaty 
with Rujpa, § XXIV. Declaration of the French 
miniflry at the Court of Vienna. ^ XXV. Sph iled 
declaration of the King of Prnffia, ^ XXVI. The 
French make another •unfuccefsjuL attempt upon the 
Court of Spain, § XXVII. The Imperial Court re- 
fifes auxiliaries to England. ^ ICXVIII. l-lie French 
take the Bhincljt^ed man of wav, bat return it. 
^ XXIX. Slate of the Engiijh and i'renAi natives. 
^ 35:XX. Seffion opened. % XXXX. liemarkahh 
addreffes of the Lords and Commons. ^ XXXJII. 
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Uh l\h'}Pvs^i»fn'e,.^ % Jllcutlmmu 

ihc ii'ififhv, Mt Fox madf Sniifj/v o( S/tih'. 

^ XXXIV. S.ippl.n yofeJ. ^ XXXV. 

(fiiiik <il fj/J/fon. ^ XXXVI. Krii f v( 1 1 il i’v P <t- 
liiiihinl to the FoUitiinfe. § XXX Vir. 'J'loy^i, 

&t\ voticl. ^ XXXVfll. hlulmv bill, Hull iiie, 
avJ majmer\ tu'-l'! Kmt'nutil. ^ XXXIX. for 
taiftngt! lepihi 'lit oj foot in Not th-zinu rim. ^ XL. 
Mtiri/iinc /.'icn o/ Fuiolatul exttuihd to ^lr,utiia. 

§ XLI. ^liiht of «./ iijln'ed. ^ XLir. Timiv 
loncludeil with Pii,£hi. ^ XlHI. JSeu mhna bill 
fafTcd ly the Cotiiiuoi>Sy but tefe6kd ly the Lords. 

% XLIV. Sejponchful. 

§ I- ^i^IITLST all Europe was in fiifprnre about CHAP. 

the f.Uc of the jingl!<]» and Freinh {qua- ^ ^ 

clrons, picpunalions ior a vigotous lea war were i^r,, 
going foiward lu I‘lup,Liucl with an unp.ii illoled (pjnt 
and Vui'ccls. Iltill the Erendi Comi Ikticrecl itlelC 
that Oreal-Brilainj oat of tenderuels to his IVlajcfly’s 
German domimoiis, would a'sflim fiom liollilities. 
Mirtpuis eoiitiiuK<i to have frequent conferences 
with the Bntdii iiiiuiflry wlio nude no fecret that, 
then* AdmiiMls, particulatly Bofeawen, hud orders 
to attack l’i<‘ h'lcnch Ihips wherever they fliould 
meet them ; on the other hvind, Monf. de Mirepoix 
rlechircd, "rii.it hib nia>*cr would ronlidei the tiril 
gun lired at fe.! in .tn hoflile manner as a declaration 
of war. I'his monace, far from intiraalatiug the 
Enghfl), animated them to irdouhle t-ieir prepara- 
tions for war. The profs for Icaiueu was earned on 
with e\traordinaVy vigour in all p..ris of this king- 
dom, as well as in Ireland; and preat premiu'os 
were given not only by the governmcni, but alfo, 
over and above his Majefiy s bounty, by almofl, all 
the confiderable cities and towns in England, to 
fuch as ihv'uld inlifl: voluntaidy for failon or foldiers. 

Other branches of, the publick fervice went oq with 
equal alacrity; and fqch was the eagernefs of 

people 
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BOOK |)eople to lend ilicir money to the i.',<>vernmcnt', that 
inllead of one million, which was to be railed by 
way of lottery, thiee millionb eight hundred and 
eighty thoufand pounds were lubfctibed immedi- 
aidy. 

^ II. 'I he ■fituation of atlairs rcquiiing Ids Ma- 
jefty to go to Germany this I'ummcr, great appre- 
bcnfioiis arofc in the minds of many, left the ^h-encli 
Ihould either intercept him in hib journey, or pre- 
vent his rctuin. Earl Paulet had made a motion in 
the Houfc of Lords, humbly to reprefent to his 
Majefiy, '‘lhat it was an article in the original 
a6i of fettlemrnt by which the fncceflion of thefe 
kingdom, dfoivedto his cle(!doral houfe, that the 
King Ihould not go to Ids foreign dominions without 
the confent of Parliament; and that lids was a 
principal article in the compadl between the crown 
and the people : Thai though this article was re- 
pealed in the late -cign, yet, till of Utc, it had 
always been the ciillom for his Majelly to acquaint 
the Parliament with his intended departure to his 
German dominions, both in regard to the true fenfe 
and fpirit of Ihc atH that plai cd him on the throne, 
as well as for the paternal kiuiluelo of his royal hc.ari, 
and the cbndefcenfion he had been fo good to Ihow 
to his Parliament on all occahons ; but that liis Ma- 
jefty’s declaration of Jiis dcllgn lo vifit his elcdoral 
eftates had alv/ays come on the lall day of a fcllion, 
when it was too late for the great conllitulional coun- 
cil of the crown to offer fuch advice as might other- 
wife have been expeijient and neccflary : I’hat his 
Majefty’s leaving his kingdoms in a conjundiure fo 
pregnant with diUrefs, fo denunciative of danger, 
would not only give the greateft advantage to fuch 
as might he dilpofed to ftir up difaffedlion and dif- 
content, and to the conditutional and national ene- 
mies of England; but would alfo fill his loyal fub- 
jedls^with the moll affcdling conO^rn, and mofl; 
'gloomy fears, as well for their own fafety, as for that 
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of their Sovereign, whofc invaluable life, at all times 'CHAP 
of the ntmoll confequcnce to his people, was then 
inlinitcly fo, by reaioii of his great experience, the 
afledion of every one to his royal pcrlbn, and the 
minority of the heir apparent.” Such was the pur- 
port of this motion ; but it was not feconded by any 
of the other lords. 

§ III. The general uneafinefs, on account of his 
Majedy’s departure, was greatly increafed by an 
apprehenfion that there would, during his abfcncc, 
be no good agreement araongft the Regency, which 
confiflcd of the following perfons : his Royal High- 
nefs William Duke of Cumberland ; Thomas Lord 
Archbilliop of Canterbury ; Philip Earl of Hard- 
wick, Lord High Chancellor 5 John Earl of 
Granville, Prefident of the Council ; Charles Duke 
of Marlborough, Lord Privy-Seal ; John Duke of 
Rutland, Steward of the Houfehold ; Charles Ditke 
of Grafton, Lord Chamberlain ; Archibald Duke 
of Argylc ; the Duke of Newcaflle, Firft Coni- 
mifUoner of the Treafury; the Duke of Dorfef, 

Mailer of the Horfe; the Earl of lloldernefle, one 
of the Secretaries of State ; the Earl of Rochford, 

Groom of the Stole 5 the Marquis of Hartington, 

Lord Lieutenant of Ireland; Lord Anfon, Firft 
Coinmiffioner of the Admiralty; Sir Thomas Ro- 
binfon, Secretary of State; and Henry Fox, Efq. 
Secretary at War, His Majefly fet out from St, 
James’s on the twenty-eighth of April early in the 
morning, embarked at Harwich in the afternoon, 
landed the next day at Helvoetfluys, and arrived at 
• Hanover on the fecond of May. 

§ IV. Admiral Bofeawen with eleven fhips of 
the line and a frigate, having taken on board two 
regiments at Plymouth, failed from thence on the 
twenty feventh of April for the banks of Newfound- 
land, and in a few days after his arrival there, the 
French fleet frorp Breft came to the fame j3.ation, 
wdef the command of E, Bois de la Moihe. BiSt 
’ the 
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BOO El the ihich e'huh pm lil iiptm thele cfpe- 

ti^Uy Pt tl'.Pt liinunr the ytMi-, kept t!;o twu ruiii.i- 
iiib" inentg fioni fiuiv^ (\uh oihu'; |rnt of ilm 
French Iquadrom /I mj •-tl nptlie inei ,Sl. fiWience, 
whiin p.iii of tlum went ronnd, and ^ot 

into the latne river, thjoi\:,li the Straits of Jiellci/lf, 
Ly a way which was never kiu>wn to be tilienipted 
before by (hips of the line, lluvvevcr, iihillt tlic 
Fn^lifh fleet lay oir Cape iJace, which is tlie fouth- 
ernmod point of Newfoundland, and was tliouf^ht to 
be the mofl proper fituation for intercepting tlic 
enemy, two I‘n nch fulpj, the Alcivlo, of futty-four 
guns, and four hundied and eighty men, and the 
Lys pierced for litty-four guns, but mounting only 
twenty- two, having eight toiiipanics of land-forces 
on board, lieing feparated fioin the refl of their fleet 
in ibc- fog, fell w with the JAimkirl*, fJoivc, 

ancj, the Defiance, Captain Andrews, two Jiitty-gnu 
Ihips of the F-ngUfh ftjuatlron ; ami after a Iniart 
engagement which lattcd fomu liours, and in winch 
.Captain (aft cr\<farih Ixtrd) Howe Ivliavcd with the 
grcaicft tkill and inircpidii)', were hoili taken, with 
Icveral < onfiderablc oiiicers and engineers, and alaait 
jsight thoufand pounds in money. Though the cap- 
ture of Lliefc Ihips, from which the connnctieenient 
of the war may in fuA be d.ued, fell greatly tliort of 
what was hoped for from this expedition ; yet, 
jvlten the news of it reaihcd Knghuu), it was of 
infinite fervice to the puhlidc credit of every kind, 
paid animated the vdiole nation, who now law plain- 
ly that the government wis determined to keep no 
further meafures with the French, but juftly to repel 
force by force, and put a flop to their lending more 
men and arms to invade the property of tiic Erglifh 
in Apievica, as they had hitlu-t to done with impu- 
nity. The Friinch,. who for fome time, tlid not 
evun attempt to make repijJals on our fnipping, 
would^kdly have chofen to avoid a war at that 
and to have continued extending their, en- 

■ 1 ••n'lclimpfite 
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croarlimcnts oil our lailcnicnts, till they had cxe-ciiAP, 
culcd their ".nnd phiii of I’ccuring ii corninuiiication , 
Irom tht, to C.ina(l.i, ^hy ii lim of I’orts, 

many of wh'u ii they had already cretHod. 

^ V. Ifpoii ilic arrival of the iiettM of this a<5finn 
at Pario, the Frenrh Atnballador, M. do lV!ire>)oi-c 
was recalled frt/iii 1 -ondon, and M ilc Ilufly from 
Hanover, where he had jidi arrived, to attend the 
King of England in a pubhde cbaratHer. Tliey 
complained loiuil 5 ' of Bafeawen’s attacking the Ihips, 
as a breach of national faith : but itwasjuftlyretork-il 
on the part of England, that their encroaclmicnts 
in America bad rendered rtprifals both judifiable 
and nccdl'ary. The refolution of making them was 
the efi’ecl of mature deliberation in the Knglifh 
council. 'I'be vaft inertafe of the French marine of 
late years, wlstcli in all probability would {bon be 
employed agnind (Jreat-JJntaii), occafioned nn onlfr 
for making rcprilals general in Eiiiopc as well as in 
America t tuul that all French lhi}w, wlnnber out- 
ward or homeward bound, (hoiild be (lopfK’d, and 
brought into Britifh ports. To give th'.- greater 
weight totliefe' orders, it was icfolved to I'i-id tint 
thole Atliuirah who had dUUnguilhed themlelves 
moft towards the end of thclall war. Accordingly 
on tlie twcuty-lird of July, .Sir Edward Hawke 
failed on a crui/c to the weftward, with eighteen 
fbips of the line, a fiigate, and .1 /loop ; htir, nut 
meeting with the Fvencli fleet, thel'e Ihins icturned 
to England about the latter end of beniembvr and 
the beginning of Obluher ; on the fourtot nth of which 
laft month another fleet confuting of twcoty-two 
{hips of the line, two frigates and two floojis, faded 
again on a cruize to the weflward under Admiral 
Byng, in hopes of intercepting the French fqtiadron 
under Duguay, and Ukewiic that cummaiultd hy La 
Mothe, in ca/c of its return from America. But 
this-fleetlikewiferejurucd to Spitheadon the lit^nty- 
fecond of November, without having been able S7“ 

cfletfl 
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BOOK effect any thing, though it was allowed by all, that 
tlic Admiral had iiclcd jiulicioiifly in the choice of 
his tiations. 

^ VI. While tlfefe mcafures were puvfucd, for 
the general fccurity of the liiiuih coalU and trade 
in Europe, fcveral new fhips of war were begun, and 
■finhhed with the utraoll expedition, in his Majefly ’3 
docks : twelve frigates or Hoops, contiaded for 
in private yards were completed by the month of 
Augull ; and twenty-four fhips and twelve colliers 
were then taken into the fcrvicc of thi government, 
to be fitted out as vefleh of war, to carry twenty 
guns and one hundred and twenty men each. In 
the mean time the French trade was lo annoyed by 
the Englifh cruizers, that before the end of this year 
three hundred of their merchant fhips, many of 
which, from St. I3omingo and Martinico, were 
extremely rich, and eight thoufand of their failors, 
were brought into Knglifl) potts. By thefe captures 
the Britidi luiniflry anfwercd many purpofes : they 
deprived the French of a great body of fcamcn, 
and with -held from them a very large piopcrty, the 
want of which greatly dillrcflcil their people and 
ruined many of their traders. I’licir oui ward -bound 
merchant fhips wereinl'urcd at the rate of thiriy per 
cent. whiUl the Englifli paid no more than the fcora- 
mon inftirance. This intolerable burthen was felt 
by all degrees of people amongll them ; their inini- 
ftry was publickly reviled, even by their Parlia- 
ments : and the French name, from being the ter- 
ror, bi.gan to be the contempt of Europe. Their 
imeafinefs was alfo not a little heightened by new 
broils between their King and the Parliament of 
Paris, occafioned by the obflinacy of the clergy of 
that kingdom, who feemecl determined to fupport 
the church, in all events, againft the fecular tri- 
bunals, and as much as poffible, to enforce the ob- 
ferva^e of the bull Unigenitus; which had long 
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been the orcafion oF lb many djfpntcj among them, cii v p. 
However, ilic Parliament c<)ntinu.*if> llrnr, aiifl the 
French liing appiovinj; of its conclinM, the* cede- 
liailicks thought proper to lubrait for the pi^fent; 
and in thcii general allcmbly th^ year giantcd liini 
a free gift of lixteen nulhont 'if livres, which he 
demanded of them — a gicatcr lum than they had 
ever given before, even la time ot war. 

^ Vn. In the beginning of this year the allembly 
of Man’ichullett’s Bay in New-F,ngland palli^d aii 
abh, prohibiting all coi rcfponileiice with the French 
at Louilbourg : and caily in the fpring they uifcd 
a body of troops, which was tranfportid to Nova- 
Scotia, lo Lieutenant-Governor lAiuience m 
driving the French from the encroachments they 
had made upon that province. Accor^ngly, to- 
wards the end of May, the Governor tent a large 
cletacluneni of troops, under the Command of Lieu- 
tenant -Colonel Monckton, upon this fervice; and 
three fiigalcs and a Hoop weie dilpatchod up the 
bay of Ji'undy, under the command of Captain Ilous, 
to give thoiv afllliance by fca. T’he troops, upon 
ihcir arrival ar the livcr Mallagualli. found the paf- 
fage Hopped by 'd large number of regular lorccs, 
rebel netural-., or Acaduvns, and Indians, four hun- 
dred and fifty of whom occupied a block-hnule, 
with cannon mounted on their lidcof the livcr; and 
the rctlvvcre polled within a Hrong brcall-work of 
timber, thrown u]> by way of outwork to the blnck- 
houfe. The Englilh provincials aitacked this place 
with fuch fjdrit, that the enemy were obliged to lly, 
and leave them in pollelllon of the bicaft work: then 
the garrilbn in the block-houfe deferted it, and left 
the pallftgc of the river free. Fiom thence Gdoncl 
Monckton advanced to the French fort of Bcau- 
fejoup, which he mvefted, as far at lead as the (mill 
number of his troops would permit, on the twelfth 
of June; and after l.Hii *lays bomlwdment S^hg^’d 
it to furrender, iliougli the Fiench had twenty-iw 

pieces 
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IJOOK j^rccs of cnnnou nu.utiii d .aid pk'niv of arnmnni- 
^ tion, aiifi ibo I'lr.jdali h.v 1 noi pUmd a liaole 
17a:.. cannon upon ihu! L.'tri'ni ‘I, 'I'lu ;; anldti wivi IVnt 
to Louil!)otu;^j, on (‘•'nditioa ol not haanap, aims 
in ^uierira for tin Ipaic of (iv moiuhi ; and the 
Acadians, who had joined the l''u’nch, were par- 
cloned, in cotiildoralion of their havuip hr enforced 
into that lervicc. Colonel hloackion, alter put- 
tiap a garnfon into rliis place, and dunging its 
name to t[« of Cunihcrlaiul, the next d.iy attacked 
and redne-d the other French (Oit upon the river 
Galpereau which runs into Bay Vcile; where he 
likewife found a large quantity of pro’dfions and 
■firres of all Iviiids, that being the chid magazine 
for lupplying the Frencli Indians and Acadians with 
atiTis, aranninitioii, and other nccdiaiies, lie then 
dihiuned thefe lad, to the number of liitcen thoU' 
iaij.d 5 and jn the mean lime, Captain Ifous with 
his fhips failed to the month of the river St. John, 
to attack the new fort iht I'Vcnch had ereMcd there} 
but they faved him that trouble, by iih.mdoning it 
upon Ids appearance, after having burfl their can- 
non, blown up their magazine, aiiit dv llroycd, as 
far as they had time, all the w'orks they had lately 
laifed. The ICnglilh had but twciny men killed, 
and about the fame number wounded, in tlie whole 
of this expedition, thcfuccefs of which fecured the 
tranquillity of Nova-Scotia. 

^ VITI. While the New -Englanders were thus 
employed in reducing the Pr^-neh in Nova-Scotia, 
preparations were made in Virginia for attacking 
them upon the Ohio. A fort was built, which was 
likewife called Fort Cumberland, and a camp formed 
at Wills’s- Creek. On the fourteenth of January of 
this year, Major-General Bniddock, W’itli Colonel 
Dunbar’s and Colonel Halkct’s regiments of foot, 
faded from Cork, in Ireland, for Virginia, where 
they glJ landed fafe before the cnd,of Febi uary. This 
fS^neral might confequently have entered upon ai^lion 
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early in the fpriti^ had he not h-vn iinfortutialely C It Ai>. 
(IcUycd by the V up man contraeiui-s for the army, ^ 
who when he was ready to muicli, had neither 
provided a fll^^oi^■nt quantity of irrovilions for his 
troops nor a competent number of cainages for his 
army. H'his aerident was forcleca by almofl every 
perfon who knew any tliinp of our plantations upon 
the continent of America : for liie people of Viry^i- 
nia who think of no produce but their tobacco, and 
do not raife corn enough even for their own fubfill- 
ence, being by tlic nature of their counrry well 
provided with the convcniency of water conveyance, 
have but few wheel carriages, or beads of burthen ; 
whereas Pennfylvania, which abounds in corn, and 
mofl; other forts of prov'ifions, has but little water- 
carriage, efpecially in its weflern fettlements, where 
its inhabitants have great numbers of carts, waggon?, 
and horfes. Mr. iJraddock ihould, thcicfoie, cer- 
tainly in point of prudence have landed in i'enn- 
fylvania : the coutiaet for fi'pplytngUis troop, (hnuld 
have been matlo with lomc ol the chief planteis there, 
wlio could ctifily have jicrforincd their engngcnionts ; 
and if liis camp liad been fonacd near J'’iank'y town, 
or fomcwhcrc itpon the foulh-weft borders of that 
province, he would not have had eighty miles to 
march from thence to h’ort Du t,)uelue, inl'lead of 
an hundred and thirty miles that he had to advance 
from. Wilis’s-CYcck, where lie tlicl encamp, through 
roads neither better nor more practicable than the 
other would have been. This error in the very be- 
ginning of the expedition, whether owing to an in- 
judicious preference fondly given to the Virginians 
in the lucrative job of ilipplying thefe troops, or to 
any other caitfe, delayed the march of the army 
for fome weeks, dining which it was in the ulraoft 
diftrefs for nccellhnes of all kinds ; and would 
probably have defeated the expedition entirely for 
that fumcner, had not the contraflors found means 
to procure fbme alliflance from the back fettl^'Wt!- 
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KOOK of t<.rinfvlvaniil. But even xvlion llicfe lujjplii's did 
niiivc, tlu‘y ooidillod oi only wagt^om, and 

an hundred di all lioile'i, inlh'acl of an luindred and 
•filVy WMgrgons and three bundled hcnlcs, which the 
Virginian contra<?\ois had cngi.ged to fiirnilli, and 
the provilioiTJ were lo bad that they could not be 
•ofcd. lIowcMir, ionie g,eiwkmtn in Btnniyhania, 
being applied to in thl(» exigency, amply msde np 
for tilde deficiencies, and the troops were by this 
means fupplieil with '‘very thing they wanted. An- 
other, and full mote latal eiror was committed in 
the choke of the Commander for this expedition. 
Major-General Braddockj who was appointed to it, 
was undoubtedly a man of courage, and expert in 
all the punddios ol a review, having been brought 
up in the Englilh guards ; but he was naturally very 
haughty, pofitivc and dilliciiltof accefs; qualities ill 
fnitcd to the temper of the jicoplc amongft whom 
lie was to command. Ills extreme feverity in mat- 
ters of clifciphne had rendered him unpopular among 
the foldicrs} and the lliidl military education in 
which he had been trained fiom his youth, and which 
he prided himfelf on fcrupuhmfly following, made 
him hold the American militia in great contempr, 
becatife they could not go through their cxerciie 
wdth the fame dexterity and rcgiilaiity as a regiment 
of guards in Hyde-Park, litdc knowing, or indeed, 
being able to form any idea of the difference l>ctween, 
tlie European manner of fighting, and an Ameiican 
expedition through woods, delerts, and moiafles. 
Before he left England, he received in the hand- 
writing of Colonel Napier, a fei of inftrudlions from 
the Duke of Cumbeiland. By thefe the attempt 
Upon Niagara was, in a great meafure, referred to 
him, and the redudtion of Crown-Point w'as to be 
left chiefly to the provincial foices. But above all, 
his Royal Highnefs, both verbally and in this writ- 
ing, ^quently cautioned him carefully to beware 
ambufh or furprize, Inflead of regarding this 
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conceit of lih own ribilllii/j c;jl 


mack' him dililaiii to all: tlie opinion of any tuulcr 
hid command ; and tlic Indians, who would have i 
been his fafcll guards againh this danger in particu- 
lar, were lo dilgulled by the iuughtincls of his bclui- 
viour, that mod of them forfook his banners. Un- 
der thefe difadvantages he began his march from 
i'ort-Cumberland on the tenth of June, at the he.ad 
of about two thoufand two hundred men, for the 
Meadows, where Colonel 'W'^ington was defeated 
the year before. Upon his amval there, he was in- 
formed iliat the French at Fort clu Quefne, which 
had lately been built on the fame river, near its con- 
fluence with the Monangahela, expedfed a reinforce- 
ment of five hundred regular troops -. therefore, that 
he might march with a greater dilpatch, he left Co- 
lonel Dunbar, with eight hundred men, to bring up 
the provifions, {lores, and heavy baggage, as fall, as 
the nature of tlie fervice would permit; and with 
the other twelve hundred, together with ten pieces 
of cannon, and the neceflary ammunition, and pro- 
vifions, he marched on w'ith fo much expedition, 
that he feldoni took any time to reconnoitre the 
woods or thickets he was to jvafs through ; as if the 
nearer he ap[)roached the enemy, the farther he was 
removed from danger. 

^ IX. On the eighth oT July, he encamped within 
ten miles of Fort du Quefne. Though Colonel 
Dunbar was then near forty miles behind him, and 
bis officers, particularly Sir Peter Halkct, earneilly 
entreated him to })roceed with caution, and to em- 
ploy the friendly Indians who were with him, by way 
of advanced guard, in cafe of ambufeades ; yet he 
refiimed his march the next day, without fo much as 
endeavouring to obtain any intelligence of the fitua- 
tion or difpolition of the enemy, or even fending 
out any fcouts to vifit the woods and thickets on 
both fidts of him, as well as in front. Witl^^is 
carcleflhefs he was advancing, when, about noon^loE^ 
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BOOK was Oiliiti'd with 11 p,enoia! hu it], on In', hoat, and 
all alc'tif', Ills kU ilai'h, lioni .111 uumy In artfully 
coiKcakd bcliinil tht* irii , and hidlit 1, that not a 
man of tlKMii could Iva a.inmiard imme- 

diately fell hack upon the main boil), mid in an in- 
ilant the pamcL and confulu-n bcLame f>,cneral ; fo 
that mod of the troops fh J with pjtat {ivecipitation, 
nowiihllanding ah ilui their oltkcrs, fomc ot whom 
behaved very gallantly, couitl do to Hop their career. 
As to Bradclock hiinlelf^ inllead of Icoiinng the 
thickets and bullies from whence the lire came, with 

t rape (hot from the ten pieces of cannon he had wdth 
im, or ordering Han Vii’g parties of his Indian 5 to 
advance againll the i neray, he obllinatcly remained 
upon the Ipot where he was, and gave orders for the 
few brave officers and men who iuiid with him, to 
form regularly, and adv.-mce. Meanwhile his men 
foil thick about him, and almoft all his officers were 
fjhglcd out, one after another, and ItilJetl or wound- 
ed ; for the Indians, who .ilways take aim when they 
fire, and aim chiclly atiheoldccrs, ililHitguilhecl them 
by their drefs. At kill, tlie (icncr.il, wliolo ohlUnacy 
fcomed to increall with the danger, after liaving had 
fome hoiks lliot under hjui, received a nntlkcc Dior 
tlirongh the riglit .irm and lungs, of which ho died 
in a few hours, hating been carried ciff the Held by 
the bravery of Lieutenant- Colonel naj>c, and another 
of bis officers. When ho dropped, the confufion of 
the few that remained turned it into a downright and 
Ttjry difordorly flight acrofs a river which they had 
juft palled, though no enemy appeared, or attempted 
to attack them. All the artillery, amratiniiion, and 
baggage of the army were left to the tneniy, and, 
among the reft, the General's cabinet, rvith all his 
letters and inllruclions, which the I'Vench Court af 
tcuvards made great ufe of in their piiuted memo- 
rials or manifetloes. The lofs of the Englilh in this 
unl^py affair amounted to feven hundred men. 
officers, in psttLcular, fuffered much more 
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than In the ordinary proportion of battles In Europe. CHAR 
Sir Peter Plalket fell by the very firfl fire, at the head ^ , 

of his legiment; and the General’s Secretary, font to 
Governor Bhiilcy, was killed foon after. Neither the 
number of men which the enemy had in this engage- 
ment, nor the lofs which they fullained, could be fo 
much as gu^ fled at ; but the French afterwards gave 
out, that their number did not, in the whole, exceed 
four hundred men, tnoflly Indians ; and that their 
lofs was quite inconfiderablc, as it probably was, be- 
eaufe they lay concealed in luch a manner that the 
Enghfh knew not whither to point their mufleeW. 

The panick of thefe laft continued fo long, that they 
never flopped till they rnet the rear divilion ; and 
even then they infcdled tUofe troops w'ith their ter- 
rors ; fo that the army retreated without flopping, 
till they reached Fpit-Cumberland, though the enemy 
did not fo much as attempt to pUrfue, nor ever ap- 
peared in fight, cither in the battle, or alter me 
defeat. On the wbole, this was perhaps the moft 
extraordinary victory that ever was obtained, and 
the fartheft flight that ever was made. 

^ X. Had the (battered remains of tliis army 
continued at Fou-Cumberland, and fortified them- 
felves there, as they might calily have done, during 
the I'cfl of the fummer, they would have been fuch 
a check upon the Fiench and tbcir (calping Indians, 
as would have prevented many of tbofc ravages that 
were committed in the enfuing winter upon the 
weflern borders of Virginia and Pcnnfylvania ; but, 
inflead of taking that prudent ftep, their Commander 
left only the fick and wounded at that fort, under 
the protedliort of two companies of the provincial 
militia, pofled there by way of garrlfon, and began 
his maren on the fecot^ of Auguft, with about fix- 
teen hundred men, from, Philadelphia ; where tbofe 
troops could be of no immediate fcrvice. From 
thence they were ordered away to Albany, in 
voL, jii, - Go 
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BOOK Toik, by ^Teiierdl Shirley, on whom the chief rom- 
mantlof the troopt in /unerie.a lud clevolvcil by the 

'^TtssT' tlealh of Major- (Icncral lir.iddork. Virginia, Mary- 
land, and Pcmifylvania, were by thefe means left 
entirely to take caie of theinfelvej, which they might 
have done efiei^l ually, had they been united in their 
councils : but the ulual difputcs, between their Go- 
vernor!) and Allemblics, defeated every lalntviry plan 
that was propofed. Pcimfylvania, the mofi povveiful 
of the three, was rendered quite impotent, either for 
iis own defence, or that of its neighbours, by thefe 
unhappy contelis ; though, at lafl, the AfTcrnhly of 
that province, fenfible of the danger to which they 
were expofed, and feeing the abfolute neceflity of 
providing a Handing military force, and of crewing 
fome forts to defend their weflern frontier, pafled a 
bill for raifing fifty thoufand pounds. But even ihU 
fum, Imall as it was, even to a degree of ridicule, 
.copfidering the riclinefe of the province, and the 
extent of Its frontier, could not be obtained ; the 
Governor pofitivcly refufing to give his afivat to the 
ac^ of the Aficinhly, hecaule they had taxed the pro- 
prietaries cfiates equally with ihoio of the inhabitants, 
which, he faid, he was oidcrcd by his inllnttllions, 
not to confent to, nor imlccd any new tax upon the 
proprietaries j .and the Aficmbly, confiding chiefly of 
members whofe cllates lay in the enfieru or interior 
parts of the province, as pofitively refilling tu alter 
jtheir bill. One would be apt to think, that, in a 
cafe of fucli urgent neceflity, the Governor might 
have ventured to give his aflent to the bill under a 
proteft, that it flicald not prejudice the rights of the 
proprictanes upon any future occafion : but as he 
did not, the bill wa.? dropped, artd the province 
left dcfencelefs : by which means it afterwards fuf- 
fered feverely, to the deftruftion of many of the 
poor inhabitants upon the weftern frontier, and to 
the imprefling the Indians with a contemptible opi- 

^ nion 
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nioii of tlic Eiiglillij, and the highcft cflcocn of the c IT A P. 
Frent'h. IV. 

^ XI. Om coloiiips to the north of Pcnnfylvania 
were more aidivc, and more luccefsful in their pre- 
parations for war. New -York, following the exam- 
ple of Ncw-Engliind, p.dlM an a6l to prohibit the 
lending of provifions to any French port or lettle- 
nicnt on the continent of North- America, or any of 
the adjacent iflauds ; and alfo for railing forty-five 
thoufand pounds, on c dales real and perfonal, for 
the belter defence of their colony, which lay more 
expofed than any other to a French invalion from 
Crown-Point. However, this funi, great as it might 
•feem to them, was far from being lufHcicnt ; nor, 
indeed, could they have provided properly for their 
fccurity, without the affiftance of our other colonies 
10 the call: of them; but with their help, and the 
additional fuccour of the fmall body of regular 
troops cxpe<51ed under Colonel Dunbar, they bofdly 
refolvcd upon oUenlivo meafiircs, which, when prac- 
ticable, are always the lafetl ; and two expeditions, 
one againll the I'VcncU fort at Crown-lVmt, and the 
other againfi their fort at Niagara, between the lake? 

Ontario and Erie, were fet on foot at the fame time. 

The former of thefe expeditions was appointed to be 
executed umler the command of General JohnfQn, a 
native of Ireland, who had long redded upon the 
Mohock river, in the vveftern parts of Nevz-York, 
where he had. acquired a conlidctable eflate, and was 
univcrfally beloved, not only by the inhabitants but 
alfo by the neighbouring Indians whofe language he 
had learnt, and whofe affcdlions he had gained by his 
humanity towards them. The expedition againft 
Niagara was commanded by Geneial Shirley bimfelf. 

^ XII. The rendezvous of the troops for both, 
tliefe expedittdns was appointed to be at Albany* 
where mod. of them arrived before the end of June 
but the artillery, batteaux, provifions, and^ther 
neccliiwies for the Attempt upon Crown -PointT^ai^ 
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book not be prepatcd tillthe cip,htli of Angnfl, when (ic- 
neral Johnfon fct out with ilicm from Albany for 
the Carrying-place from Ifuclfon’s river to Lake- 
George. There the troops had already arrived, 
under the command of Major-General Lyman, and 
confided of between five and fix thoufand men, be- 
fides Indians, raifed by the governments of Iloflon, 
Connedlicut, New-Ilamplhire, Rhode-Ifland, and 
New-York, Jlvery thing was then prepared as fall 
as poffiblc for a march ; and towards the end of the 
month, 'General Johnfon advanced about fourteefn 
miles fonvard with his troops, and encamped in a 
very flrong fituation, covered on each fide by a thick 
wooded fwamp, by Lakc-George in his rear, and by 
a breaft-work of trees, cut down for that purpofe, 
in his front. Here he refolved to wait the arrival 
of his battcaux, and afterw.ards to proceed to Ticon- 
deroga, at the o,ihcr end of the hike, Irom whence 
it w53 but about fifteen miles to the foit at the foiuh 
end of Lakc-Corlaer, or Champlain, called Fort- 
I Frederick by thd French, and by us Crown-Point. 
Whilft he was thus encamped, fomc of his Indian 
fcouts, of which he took care to lend out numbers 
along both fides, and to the fiuthev 'Cnd of Lake- . 
(xeorge, brought him intelligence that a confidcrablc 
number' of the enemy were then on their march 
from Ticonderoga, by the way of the fouth bay, 
towards the fortified encampment, linco called Fort- 
Edward, which General Lyman had built at the 
Carrying-place ; and in which four or five 'hundred 
of the New-IIampfhireand New-York men had been 
left as a gaitifon. Upon this information General 
Johnfon lent two exprefles, one after the other, to 
Colonel Blanchard, their Commander, witfi. orders 
to caJII in all hie out- parties,, apd to keep his whole 
force w,ithiln the entrenchments. About twelve 
o’clock at niglit, thofe who had hcep fent upon the 
fecond exprds returned with ap account, of -their 
Jjflahgtecn the enemy within fourmiks of the camp 

at 
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at tlje Carryinj!, place, which they fcai'cely doubted CHAP, 
their hiving Ijy llhit time attacked. Imporrant as 1 ^- 
the defence of this place was for the fifety of 
whole army, and imminent as the danger leemecl to 
be, it doci not appear that the General then called 
any council of war, or refolved upon any thing for 
its rehei ; but early the next morning he called a 
council, wherein it was unadvifedly refolved to de- 
tach a thoufand men, with a number of Indians, to 
intercept, or, as the General’s exprcfllon was in hig 
letter, to catch the enemy in their retreat, either as 
vidors, or as defeated in their defign. This expe- 
dient was refolved on, though no one knew the 
number of the enemy, nor could obtain any infor- 
mation in that refpedl from the Indian fcouts, be- 
caufe the Indians have no words or figns for ex- 
preffing any large number, which, when it exceeds 
their reckoning, they fignify by pointing to the ,flar8 
in the firmament, or to the hair of their head ; and 
this they often do to denote a number lefs than a 
thoufand, as well as to fignify ten thoufand, or any 
greater number. 

§ XIII. Between eight and nine o’clock in the 
morning a thoufand men, with’two hundred Indians, 
were detached under the command of Colonel Wil- 
liams : but they hud not been gone two hours, when 
thofc in the camp began to hear a- clofe firing, at 
about three or four miles diftance, as they judged : 
as it approached nearer and nearer, they rightly fup- 
pofed that the detachment was overpowered, and 
retreating towards the camp 5 which was foon con- 
firmed by fome fugitives, and prefently after by wholft 
companies, who' lied back in great confulion. In a 
very Ihort time aftpr, the enemy appeared marching 
, in regular order up to the centre of the camp, where 
the confteruation was fo great, that, if they had at- 
I tacked the breaft-work diredly, they might probab^ 
have thrown all into confiifion, and obtaineit^neafy 
viAory j but, forthnately for the Englifh, theytllfiRsi 
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HOOK for fome time about au hunclrcfl ami fifty yarda dif- 
, tancc, and from thciKC began their attack with 
platoon firing, too far ofT to do nmch hurt, cl'po- 
cklly againfl troops who w'cre dcfeiulcd bv a firong 
bread -w'ork. On the contrary, this incficcMiia! fne 
ferved only to raife the fpitits of thelc lafl, who, 
having prepared their artillery dining the lime that 
the French halted, began to play it fo hrilkly upon 
the enemy, that the Canadians and Indians in their 
fervice fled immediately into the woods on each fide 
of the camp, and there fqiiatted under buflies, or 
Ikulked behind trees, from v, hence they continued 
firing with very little execution, motl of their fliot 
being intercepted by the brakes and thickets ; for 
they never had the courage to advance to the verge 
of the. wood. Baron Dielkau, who commanded th? 
French, being thus left alone, v,fith his regular troops, 
at the front of the camp, finding be could nor make 
a cl&fe attack upon the centre with his fmall nunihcr 
of men, movccl firfl. to the left, and then to the 
right, at both which places he endeavoured to force 
a pallagc, but was repul fid, being imfupported by 
thfe irregulars, inflead of rcireating, as lie ought in 
prudence to have done, be Hill continued his pla- 
toon and bulh-firing till four o’clock in the after- 
noon, during which lime hib regular troops fiificrcd 
greatly by the fire from the camp, hnd wore at lall 
thrown into confafion ; which was no fiioner per- 
ceived by General Johnfon’s men, than they, without 
waiting for orders, leaped over their breaft woi'k, 
attacked the enemy on aJI lidcs, and, after killing 
and taking a confidcrable number of them, entirely 
difperfed the reft. The French, whofc numbers, at 
the beginning of this engagement, amounted to 
^bout two thoufand men, including two hundred 
'grenadiers, eight hundred Canadians, and the roll 
Indians of different nations, had between I'cven and 
eight hundred men killed, and thirty taken pri- 
among the latter was Baron Dielkau bimfelf, 
I ' whom 
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wliom they found at a little diHance from the field of chap. 
liattlCj ilangcroufly wounded, and leaning on the j 
Hump of a tree fov his fupport. The Englifh loll 
about two hundred men, and thofe chiefly of the. 
detachment itnder Colonel Williams ; for they had 
very few either killed or wounded in the attack, upon 
their camp, and not any of diftindlion, except Colonel 
Titcomb killed, and the General himfclf and Major 
Nichols wounded. Among the flain of the detach- 
ment, which would probably have been entirely cut 
off had not Lieutenant-Colonel Cole been fent out 
from the camp with three hundred men, with which 
he ftopped the enemy’s purfuit, and covered the re- 
treat of Iiis friends, were Colonel Williams, Major 
Alhley, fix Captains, and feveral fubal terns, befides 
private men ; and the Indians reckoned that they had 
loft: forty men, befides lire brave old Hendrick, the 
Mohock Saciicm, or chief Captain. , 

^ XIV. When Baron Diclkau let out from Ticon- 
deroga, his defign was only to furprize and cut oft’ 
the entrenched camp, now called fort Edward, at 
the Carrying- place, whore there were but four or 
five hundred men. If he had executed this Ichemc, - 
our army would have been thrown into great difli- 
culties 5 for it could neither have proceeded farther, 
nor have lubfifted where it was, and he might have 
found an opportunity to attack it with great advan- 
tage in its retreat. But when he was within four or 
five miles of that fort, his people were informed 
that there were feveral cannon there, and none at the 
camp ; upon which they all defired to be led on to 
this lafl, which he the more readily confented to, as 
lie himfelf had been told by an Englifh ptifoner, 
who had left this camp but a few days before, that 
it was quite defencclefs, being without any lines, and 
deftitute of cannon ; which, in effe^l, was true at 
that time ; for the cannon did not arrive, nor was 
the breaft-work ereefted, till about two day^Js^fore 
the engagement. " To this mifinformatiou, 
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O 0 K fore, tnuft be inn)ute(l this flep, which would orlicr-. 
,^^wile be iiiconfiiient with the jtcnural charai'Iicr and 

1^3^ abilities of Baron Diefkau. A Ids jnlliliable error 
feems to have bcetj conimiitcrl bv Oeneral Johnfon, 
in nor detaching a party to puilue the enemy when 
they W'cre defeated and fled. Perhapi he was prcT 
vented from fo doing by the ill fate uf the detach- 
ment he had fent out in the morning under Colonel 
Williams. However that may be, his ncgledt, in this 
refpeft, had like to have been fatal the next day to 
a detachment fent from Fort Edward, coufifting of 
an hundred and twenty men of the New-Hamplhire 
regiment, under Captain M'Ginues, as a reinfbrce.i. 
ment to the army at the camp. Xhis party fell ip 
with between three and four hundred men of Dief- 
kau’$ t^rpops, near the fpot where Colonel Williams 
had been defeated the day before ; but M'Ginnes 
having timely notice by his fcouts of the approach 
of In enemy, made fuoh a difpofuioii, that he not 
’ only repvU’ed the aflailanis, but ilefcaied and entirely 
difperfed them, with the lofs only of two men killed, 
eleven wounded, and five milTing. lie himfclf un- 
fortunately died of the wounds lie received in thijj 
engagement^ a few days after he arrived at the camp 
with his party. 

^ XV. It was now judged too late in the year to 
proceed to the attack of Crown-Point, as it would 
pave beein neceflary, in that cafe, to build a flrong 
ihrt m the place where the camp then was, in order 
to fecure a communication with Albany, from whence 
only, the troops could expedf to be reinforced, or 
fupplied with frefh fiores of ammunition or provi- 
Ijons. They, therefore, fet out upon their returtt 
foon after this engagement, having firfl eredled a 
little ftockaded fort, at the hither end of Bake 
George, in which they left a fmall garrifon, as a 
future prey for the enemy : a misfortune which might 
eafily h|,ve been forefeen, becaufe this whole army. 
ij^i-g^Quntry militia, was to t/e difbanded, and 
j retprn 
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rcHirn to their ref[)c<?iive liomes, as they ac'^ually dltl oil ap. 
foon attcr their unreal to Alhany. 'I'hiH was all ^hc 
glory, thi'i all tlie advantage, that the Eiiglilli nation 
acquired by fiich an cxpenlive expedition. Eut lo 
little liad the I'inghlh been arrullomed of late to licar 
of viftory, that they rejoiced at this advantage, as 
if it had been an aflion of the greatefi conlcqtiencc. 

The General was highly applauded lor his condu61, 
and liberally rowatded ; for he was created a baronet 
by his Majehy, and prefented with five thoufand 
pounds by the Parliament. 

§ XVI. The preparations for General Shir]e)'’s ex- 
pedition againfi Niagara, were not only deficient, 
but lhamctully How ; though it was well known that 
even the poffibility of his fticccfs mull, in a great 
meafurc, depend upon his felting out early in the 
year, as will appear to .tny perfon who confiders the 
lituatiott of our fort at Olwego, this being the only 
way by which he could piotced to Niagara. Df- 
wego lies on the fonth-cafl fide of the lake Ontaiio, 
near tlirce hundred miles almoft due-well from 
Albany in New-York, The way to it from thence, 
though long and tedious, is the more convenient, 
as the fir greauil part of it admits of water-carriage, 
hy whac t he inhabitants called baitcaux, which are a 
kind of light flat bottomed boats, wLdell in the mid- 
dle, and pointed at each end, of about fifteen hun- 
dred weight burden, aiul managed by twg men, 
called haltcau men, with paddles anil letting poles, 
the rivers being in many places too narrow to admit 
of oars. Fiom Alhany to the village of Shenac- 
tady, about lixteen miles* is a good waggon-road. 

From thence to the little balk in the Mohock-rive, 
being fixty-five miles, the paflage is by water-car- 
riage up that river, and coiiiequcntly agaiiift the 
ftream, which in many places is fomewhat rapid, 
and in others fo Oiallow, that, when the river is 
low, the watermen are obliged to get oim and 
drw their battca?i3£ over the lifts. Ac tlie'^i^e. 



nn.TORY or KNar.ANU 


i/w L 


ASS . 

3B<K>K is> 11 cairi,vp,e, for about a mile, 
over a f>ioun<l io raaifhy, tluit il will not hear anj 
^ wheel c.uriagc ; hut a colony (R Oennatv, llttled 
there atlend with Hedges, im which they thaw the 
loaded baticaiiv to the ocvi [>>ice of eniljarkatioa 
upon the fame river. I'Vom thtnee they pinceed by 
water up that river, for fifty miles,, to the Carrying, 
place, near the head of it, where there is another 
poltdge, till length of which depends upon the dry- 
nels> or wttnefs of the feafon, but is gi neuilly above 
fix or fight miles over in the fuiumer months. Here 
the batteaux are again cardtd upon flcdj’cs, till they 
conic to a nariow river called Wood’s Clock, down 
which they ate wafted on a gentle ftream, for about 
forty miles, into the lake Oneyada, whicli fiietchos 
fioin call to wed about thirty miles, and is paffed 
with great eale and lafety in calm weather. y\.t the 
weftern end of the lake is the river Onondaga, 
winch, after a courfe of between twenty and tluity 
miles, unites with tlie river Cayuga, oi Seneca, and 
their tuiitcd llrearas run into the lake Oniaiio, at 
fhs place where Ofwcgo fort is Iiluat''d. Hut this 
river is fo rapid as to be Ibmetiiucs (lan{,(’rinis, be- 
fides its being full of rifis and rocks ; and about 
twelve miles on this fide of Oivvego there is a fall 
of eleven feet peipendicular, wiicrc there is conle- 
quently a pollagc, winch, however, does not exceed 
forty yards. iVoin thence the pallligc is eafy, quite 
to Ofwcgo. The lake Ontario, on which this fort 
fiands, is near two liitndred and eighty leagues in 
circumference : its figure is oval, and its depth runs 
from twenty to twenty-five fathoms*. On the north 
fide of it are feveral little gulfs. 'There is a commti- 
picatioD between this lake and that of the Hyrons 
by the- river 7'anafuaie, from whence it is a land 
carriage of fix or eight leagues to the uver Toronto, 
which falls into it. The LVench have two forts of 
conl^encc on this kke ; Fionienac, winch com* 
the river St. Lawrence, where the lake com- 
municates 
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mnnicatPS with it; and Niagara, which commands c ii A r: 
tlie communication lietwceu the lake Ontario and tlie tv\ 
lake Eric. But of thefe forts, and this laft lake, 
which is one of die lineft in the world, we thall have 
occafion to fjieak hereafter. 

§’XVII. Though we had long been in polRfiion 
of fort Ofwcgo, and though it lay greatly expofed to 
the French, particularly to thole of Canada, upon 
any rupture between the two nations, we had never 
taken erve to render it tolerably dcfcnfible, or even 
to build a lingle vcliel fit for navigating the lake : 
nor was tliis flrange negledt ever taken eifedlual 
notice of, till the beginning of this year, when, at a 
meeting which General Braddock bad in j^ril with 
the Governors and chief gentlemen of feveral of our 
colonies at Alexandria, in Virginia, it Was refolved 
to firengthen both the foit and garrifon at Ofwego, 
aud to build fome large veffels at that place. Ac- 
cordingly a number of llnpwrighis and workmen 
were fent thither in May and June. At the fame 
time Captain Bradfircct marched thither with two 
companies of an hundred men caOb, to reinforce the 
hundred that were there before under Captain King, 
to which number the garrilbn had been iuereafccl 
fince our Cornells with France began to grow ferious. 

For a long time before, not above twenty-live men 
were left to defend this poll, which from its great 
importance, and the lituatiou of affairs at this jundhirc, 
moll certainly required a much ftfonger garrifon than 
was put into it even at this period ; but oeconomy 
was the chief thing confulted in the beginning of 
this war, and to that in a great mealure was owing its 
long duration. 

§ XVIII. From the above defeription of the 
paflage from Albany to Ofwego, it is plain bow ne- 
ceflary it was that the troops intended for this expe- 
dition lliould have let out early in the fpring. But 
inftead of that, the very firft of them, Cd^el 
Schuyler’s Ncw-Jcrfcy regiment, did not begiiTrtww » 
march till after the begiuuing of and jull as 

Shirley’s 
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ROOK Sliirlcy’s aiiil Pt'ppcrcirs rcgimcnlh wic })iepariiig to 
follow, tUo melancholy nci-ount of llruklock’s dil- 
allcr iinivcd ut Albanj', where it lo tlaniped the 
fpints of the people, and fpread fuch a terror, ih,u 
many of the troops delcrted, and moll of tlic battcau 
men dilpcrl'ed, and ran home, hy which means 
even all the neceliary floras could not be carried 
along with the troops. Notwitliflandiiig this dif- 
appuintinent, General Shirley fet out from Albany 
before the end of July, with as many of the troops 
and flores as he could procure a conveyance for, 
hoping to be joined in his route by gieai numbers 
of the Indians of the Six Nations, ro whom he fent 
invitations to that eftldl as he pafTed by their fcttle- 
ments : hut they, inftead of complying with his de- 
fire, abfolutoly declared againfl all hofldilies on that 
fide of the country ; and infiflcil that Olwego, being 
a place of trafTick and ptace, ought not to be dif- 
tusbcd either by the I'lngUfli or the French, as if 
they could have perfuaded both parties to agree to 
fuen a local truce. Upon this refiifal, Mr. Sliiiley 
proceeded forward, being joined by very few In- 
dums, and arrived at Ofwego on the fcveiitceiith or 
eighteenth of Auguft ; but the rctl of the troops 
and artillery did not arrive till the hill d.iy of that 
month; and even then, their flora of provilions 
was not lufiu'ieiit to enable them to proceed againfl 
Niagara, though fome tolerable good vtlfMs had by 
this time been built and got Vead/ for that pur- 
ppfe. The General now rcfolved to take but fix 
hundred men with him for the attack of Niagara, 
and to leave the retlof his array, conliliiog of about 
fourteen hundred more, at Olvvcgo, to defend that 
place, in cafe the French fliotihl attack it in his 
nblence, which there was reafoti to apprehend they 
might, as they then had a contiderahlc force at Fort 
Froutcnac, Iroiti whence they could ealily crofs over 
the lake On a io to Ofwcgo. However, he w'as 
^fiJMSoHged to wait at Ofweg6 for piovi lions, of 
which at length a ftnall fupply arrived on the twenty- 
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C\.th of Scptcnabcr, barely fuilki. nt to fnpfjott bis C n AP. 
men during ibcir intt ndcd cxpctlnum, .incl to allow ^ 
twelve cl.iys ihort fublilleiicc fur tliofe lie left behind. "*i’,Vv. 
But by tUid time the rainy boillcioui fcafon had 
begun, on which account moil of liij Indians had 
already left him, and were returned home ; and the 
few that remained with him declaied that there waa 
no crofting the lake Cuitario in b.'tteaux at that fea- 
fon, or any time before the next futntner. In this 
perplexity he called a council ol war, which, after 
weighing all civcumftanccs, unruimoufly refolved to 
defer the attempt upon Niagara till the next year, 
and to employ rhe troops, whilft they remained at 
Ofwcgo, in building barracks, and eredling, or at 
lead: beginning to ereiSl, two new forts, one on the 
call fide of the river Onandaga, four hundred and 
fifty yards diflant from the old fort, which it was tf> 
command, as well as the entrance of the harboui, 
and to be calleil Ontario-fort ; and the other fotir 
hundred and fifty yards well of the old fort, to be 
called Ofwcgo new fort. 

^ XIX. I'hefe things being agreed on, General 
Shirley, with the greateft part of the troops under 
his command, fet out on his return to Albany on 
tho twenty-fourth of October, leaving Colonel 
Mercer with a garrifon of about feven hundied 
men at Ofwego ; though repeau-d advice had been 
received, that the French bad then at leall a tliou- 
fand men at their fort of P’rontenac, upon the fame 
lake ; and, what was ftill worfe, the new forts were 
not yet near completed ; but left to be finiflicd by 
the bard labour of Colonel Mercer and his little 
garrifon, with the addition of this melancholy cir- 
cutnftance, that, if befieged by the enemy in the 
winter, it would not be pofTible for his friends to 
come to Ills afliftance. Thus ended this year’s un- 
fortunate campaign, during which the Ftcnch, with 
the affillancc of their Indian allies, continued their 
murders, fcalping, "captivating, and laying 

the 
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R o o K tlic weflern frontiers of Viij>mui and J^unnfylvatlk, 
cluiinjj; tlio whole winter. 

§ XX. 'Pile nhiiiflcrs of the two jaring powers 
were very bnlily employeil this year at molV of the 
Courts of Europe ; btit tlicir traniiu^lions were kept 
extremely fecrct. The l''rcnch endeavoured to in- 
Ipire the Sit.iniardi with a jcaloufy of the ilrength of 
the Englilh by lea, cfpccially in America; and tlic 
Spanilh Court feeiucd inclined to accept of the olHee 
of mediator: but Mr. Wall, who w'as perfedlly well 
acquainted with the flatc of .xHairs between England 
and France, fcconded the reprefentations of the 
Britilh mlniftry, which dcnionllrated, that, how- 
ever willing Grcat-Britain miglit be to accept of the 
mediation of Spain, (Tie could not agree to any 
(urpenfion of arms in America, which France infilled 
on as a preliminary condition, without hazarding 
the whole of her intercll there ; and that the cap- 
tures which had been made by the Englilh were the 
ncccfiary confequences of the encroachments and 
injullice of the French, particularly in that country. 
Upon this rcmonllrancc, all furilicr talk of the me- 
diation of Spain was dropped, and the miinliry of 
Verfailles had recourfe to the Princes of Germany; 
amongfl. whom the Ele<?lor of Cologn was foon 
brought over to their party, fo as to coufent to their 
forming magazines in his temtorics in Wellphaliii. 
This was a plain indication of their defign againft 
Hanover, which they foon after made Ids Britan- 
nick Majctly, who was then at Hanover, an offer 
of fparing, if he would agree to certain conditions 
of neutrality for that eledorate, which he reje<fterl 
with difdain. Then the Count D’Aubeterre, Envoy 
Extraordinary from France at the Court of Vienna, 
propofed a fecrct negociation with the minillers of 
the Emprels-Queen. The fecrct articles of the 
treaty of Peterlburgh, between the two Emprefles, 
had^ipulatecl a kind of partition of the Prullxan 
^•t*rs?toes, in cafe that Prince ffiould infringe the 

trealv 
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treaty of DrefJcn ; but bis Brit.uinick Iv'bjiliy, cn \i 
though often invited, liad always rc'iifeJ to agree to 
atiy inch -ftipulation ; ami the King of Poland, how* 
foever he might be inclined to favour the Icheme, 
did not tlave to avow it formally, till matters (liould 
be more ripe for carrying it into execution. The 
Court of Vienna, whole favourite nicafiire this was, 
began to lillen to ITAnbiterre’s infinuations, and 
by degrees entered into negotiations with him, 
which, in the end, were produdlivc of that unnatural 
confederacy between the Rmprefs-Queen and the 
King of France, of which farther notice will be taken 
in the occurrences of the next year, when the treaty 
between them, into which they afterwards found 
means fecretly to bring the Kiiiprela of liuflia, was 
concluded at Verfaillcs. 

§ XXI. The King of England taking it for 
granted that the French would invade Hanover, in 
conl’equcuce of their rupture with (ircai-Brittan, 
which fecmecl to be near at hand, began lo lake 
meafurcs for the defence of that eleiilorate. To this 
end, during his flay at Hanover, be concluded, on 
the eighteenth of June, a treaty with the Landgrave 
of Helie-CaUcl, by which his Serdne Highnels en- 
gaged to hold in readinefs, during four years, for 
bis Majelly’s fervice, a body of eight thoufand 
men, to be employed, if required, upon the con- 
tinent, or in Britain or Ireland ; but not on board 
the fleet or beyond the leas ; and alfo, if hia Bri- 
tannick Majefly fltould judge it ncceflary or advan- 
tageous for his fervice, to furnifh and join to this 
body of eight thoufand men, within fix months 
after they fliould be demanded, four thoufand more, 
of which feven hundred were to be horfe or dragoons, 
and each regiment of infantry to have two field 
pieces of cannon*, A,nQther treaty was begun with 

Iluffia 

* The King, on his sido, promised to pay to the Lanil^ave for 
these succouis, eight crrtwns banco, by way of iovy-moitt^T^or 
ctory trooper or dugooii duly armed and mounted, and thirtr 
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BOOK RiifR a about tlu’ Cinu* time*; Iiul th,*, did nut lake 
ctVaH during ins MajJtj s tiiidomu at H, mover ; 
their others weic nut tumluded was the tuou* iur- 
prifing, as our lubfiily tuaty wuli Sunny luti then 
'espirecl, and that iwth bairui4 tva; near expinng,- 
and as the Icciuing of thelq two I’lmcoj ui oiir'in- 
rcrcll was at lead as uecetiuy towauls Ibnuing a 
fufltcient ronf'ederacy upon tite coiitiiient for the 
defence of Hanover, as it was to iccute the Lind- 
grave of nena-dvflel. If tin reafon of t'.uir nut 
being engaged, and no othtr iettns fo probable, 
wag, that they 'refufed to rt new their treaties ivitU 
England upon any terms, all that can be faid is, 
that they were gudty of flagrant ingratitude, as they 
had both received a fubfidy from this kingdom fot 
many years in time of peace, when they neither were 
nor could be of any fcrvicc to the intcvcll of Great- 
Briuin. 

^ XXIt. On the fifteenth of July nn (“xprefs ar- 
Bved from Admiral Bofiawcn, with dn account of his 
having taken the two French Ihips of war the /Vlcide 
and the Lys. This wts ctrtamly tontmry to the 
expcdlation of the Court of France ; fur had they ap“ 
prehencled any fuch attack, tljcy wouhl not have 
ordered Mr. M^JN'amara to return to JJreft with the 
chief part of their fquadroti ; nor was it, pcrhajts, 


wiwns bjnro for every foot soWiri j the crovm |r) l»i leckmu'/l at 
^fty-ihrce s-ols of IlollaiHl, or at fuitr sliillirtks amt imii penw' tliioe 
fetihkigs Eni^liiili inouuy; and nko to |>i} to ids Stnm TIkhiicss, 
for tbo eiglit tliousaud nacs, Oa ouuual Mtbmdy of an ItundnNl and 
My thousand ciowiib banco, dining tho ionr jeais, to conimfuco 
ftom the day of signing tlie ^eaty ; whieb suhddy w.is to In niqtoaspd 
to forte hnndred'fooitsand crowis yisuilv, flroMi'the lime of lequiiin,^ 
tbe troops, to the tiitic ot tlicir emennalnio BntisU pay 5 •tod in rate 
df their being distoissed, the said siibudy of three hnhihed ihonfjnil 
CKMvA« W68 then to itvhe and becontraued dnrmg the rtsidnu of tlie 
tetttvS b«t. if tweWfe foeiisAtid lAea Wore demaudid and fiunwhetl, l(iU! 
subsidy was then tfl be increased in ptoportiou ; and lu case the Ktng 
of Ch4at-Brifoitt SboaJd at any time think fit to send back tlieae tioops, 
befoW the expitation of foe treaty, notice foeuof was to be gjwnth 
Ks ^rene Higbiaers three months befoiehaml ; one month's pay y as to 
bfeaUayrjdifosni for tbewTetom, and foeywete to Do ftirmshul gnitis 
^'wjfofa^n^eSMtiy wapsport vessels. ^ 
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lefs conii’Jivy to the expei-lalion of fome of our ownc II \ 
minihry: but as mailers liad been carried fo Kir, it 
was then too late to retreat; aiitl, therefore, orders 
w’crc Iboii after )^>ivcn to all our fhips of war to make 
reprilals upon the French, by raking their Ihips 
whc■re^cr they thould meet them. bir Kdward 
IJawke lailed from Portfmouih on the twenty-firh of 
July, with eighteen IKips of war, to watch the return 
of the French fleet from America, which, however, 
efcaped him, and arrived at Brctl on the third day of 
September. Commodore Frankland failed from Spit- 
head for the Weft-Indies on the thirteenth of Auguft 
with four fhips of war, furnilhed with orders to com- 
mit hoftiliiies, as well as to protedl our trade and 
fugar-iflands from any infult that the French might 
oiler ; and the ]')uke de Mirepoix, their Am- 
haflador at the Court of London, let out for Pa- 
ns on the twenty-fecond of July, without taking 
leave. • 

§ XXIII. A war being thus in fome meafure 
begun, his Majclly thought projicr, perhaps for 
that reafon, to return to Ins JJritilh dominions Iboner 
than iiltial; for he left Hanover on the eighth of 
.September, and arrived on the fifteenth at JCeiifing- 
ton, where tlie treaty of alliance between liim and 
the Fmprefs of Huflia, which he had begun dunng 
his alfteiice, was concluded on the thirtieth of the 
liunc month. By this treaty her Kuflian Majeflv 
engaged to hold in readinefs in Livonia, upon the 
frontiers of lathuaiiia, a body of troops confiding 
of forty thoufand infantry, with the neceflary auil- 
lery, and fifteen tlioufand cavalry ; and alfo on the 
CoalLof the fame province, forty or ftl'ty gallics, 
with the neceflary crews ; to-be ready to a£t, upon 
the firft order, in his Majefty’s icrvtce, itj cafe, 
laid the fifth anicle, which was the moll remarkable, 
that the dominions of his Britannick Majelty in 
Germany fhould be invaded on account of the in- 
terclts or dilputes which regard his kingdoms*; 
vou. III. IT It Imperil 
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BOOK Imperial Majclly tkcUiingtliai llu* would look upon 
fuch an invafion as a calc ol' tlir alliai.v.c of ‘he v‘'ar 
one thoufand I’even hundred and foriy l-v'n •, ,uid 
that the laid dominions lliould be therein ctunpiilcil 
in this refped ; but neither thclc troops nor gallies 
were to be put in motion, unlcl'< his Britanriick 
Majelly, or his allies, fliould be fomewhere attacked ; 
in which cafe the lluflian General Ihould march, as 
foon as poflible after requifition, to make a diver- 
lion with thirty thoufand infantry and hl’teen thou- 
fand cavalry ; and Ihould embark on board the 
gallies the other ten thoufand infantry to make a 
defeent according to the exigency of the allair. 
On the other lide, his Britannick Majelly engaged 
to pay to her Ruffian Majelly an annual fubfidy of 
an hundred thoufand pounds lleiiing a-ycar, each 
year to be paid in advance, and to be reckoned 
from the day of the exchange of ihc raiiiications, to 
tlie day that thefe troops lliould upon requilition 
march out of Kuffia; from which day the annual 
fubfidy to her Imperial Majdly was to be live 
hundred thoufand pounds lleiiing, to be paid al- 
ways four months in advance, until the troops 
■fliould return into the Ruffian dominions, and lor 
three months after their return. Ilis Britannick 
Majelly, who was to be at liberty to fend once 
every year into the faid province of Livonia a com- 
miliary, to fee and examine the number and condi- 
tion of the fditl troops, further engaged, that in 
cafe her Ruffian ]\fajefty fliould be diliurbed in this 
diverfion, or attacked herfolf, he wmtild furnilh im- 
mediately the fuccour ffipulated in the treaty of 
one thoufand feven hundred and forty-two; and that 
in cafe a war Ihould break out, he would font into 
the Bjiltick a fquadron of his fliips, of a force 
fuitable to the circumftances. This was the chief 
fubllance of the treaty which, by agreement of both 
parties, was to -fubfift for four years from the ex- 
of the ratifications ; but m the feyeath article 

thefo 
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tUefc words were unluckily infci ted : “ C’onrulcrinpjCiI A P. 
uH'c) the ])roxiinity of the unintries wherein the diver- ' 
lion in i[uc(lioti will probably be made, and the 
facility her troops will probably have of litliirirting 
inimecliately in an enemy’s country, Iho lakes upon 
hcrTelf alone, during fucii a diverlion, the luhliAencc 
and tieatmcnt of the laid troops by lea and land.” 

And in the eleventh article it was llipulatcd, that 
all the plunder the llullian army Ihoukl take from 
the enemy llioukl belong- to them. That his Bri- 
tannick Majelly, who now knew enough of the 
Court of Vienna to be fcnfible that he could expeiSt 
no afliftance from thence, in cafe his German do- 
minions were invaded, fhould enter into this con- 
vention with the Emprefs of liuffia, in eder to 
{Irengihen his defence upon the continent, was ex- 
tremely natural 5 efpecially as he had lately lived in 

g reat Iricndfliip with her, and her iranfadlions with 
1C Court of France had been fo fecret, by palling 
through only that of Vienna, that he had not yet 
been informed of them ; neither had the projcdl of 
the treaty of Ycrlailles then come to his knowledge, 
or to that of the King of Pruffia, nor had either of 
thefe princes yet made any formal advances to the 
other. 

^ XXIV. The firft intimation that appeared pub- 
lickly of the ncgociations of France with the Rra- 
prels of Germany, was, when the French miniller, 

Count d’Aubeterre, declared at Vienna, “ That 
the warlike defigns with which the King his maf- 
ter was charged, were fufficiently confuted by his 
great moderation, of which all Europe had mani- 
“ fold proofs : that his Majefty was perluaded this 
groundlefs charge had given as much indignation 
to their Imperial Majellies as to hirafelf 5 .tha’t he 
“ was firmly refolved to preferve to Chri-flendom 
that tranquillity which it enjoyed through bis good 
“ faith, in religioully observing the treaty of Aix- 
“ la-Chapelle ; buftthat if his Briiannick Miijcli.Y ’3 

H H St “ allies ** 
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^ , “ dlerl ia America, by f’lirnillnng fuccoiiis to the 

17 ^ “ ICnglilh, his IVl-ijcfly would be anthorilcd to con- 
“ fider and treat them as principals in it.” Franco 
likewife made the (arae dclaratioii to other Court.s. 

§ XXV. The words and tlipuhuion in the above 
recited claufe, in the fevenlh article of the treaty of 
Great- Britain with RiilTia, were looked on as a me- 
nace levelled at the King of Pruflia, who, having 
fome lime found means to procure a cojiy of 
this treaty, and feeing it in that light, boldly de- 
clared, by his miniders at all the Courts of Kuiope, 
tliat he would oppofc, with his utmoil force, the 
entrance of .any foreign troops into the empire, 
under any pretence whatever. This declaration 
was particiilaily difplealing to the French, wlio had 
already marclied large bodies of troops towards the 
frontiers of the empire, anil credted fcvcral great 
magazines in Wcllohalia, with the pcntiiflloti of the 
Eledlorof Cologn, for which the Knglilh miniftcr 
at hia Court Wvas, in Augufl, ordered to withdraw 
from thence without taking leave. However, as 
foon as this declaration of ilic King of Pruflia was 
notified to the Court of Veifaillcs, they fent an Am- 
ballador lixtniordinary, the Duke de Nivernois, to 
Berlin, to try to pcifuade his Majefty to rctrafl hia 
declaration, and enter into a new alliance with them. 
I-Iis Prufhan Majefly received this Amballador in 
fuch a manner, as fcenied to denote a dilpolition to 
agree to every thing he had to propofe. This 
awakened in England a jealoufy that his declaration 
alone was not to be relied on, but that it was iie- 
Ccflai'yio bring him under Ibnie folemn engagemenr; 
efpecially as the French had by this time a numerous 
army near the Lower Rhine, with magazines pro- 
vided for their march all the Way to Hanover ; and 
if the King of Pmllia fuffered them to pafs through 
his dominions, that eledlorate muft he fwallowed up 
before Che Rif lEaa auxiliiiries coul^ polRbly be brought 
" thither, 
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thivlicrj or iiny army be formed for prolefling ii’', CHAP. 

For this rciifon a negociation was fet on fool hy^ 

Cireat-Britain al Berlin ; but as it was not concluded 
before the beginning of the next year, we Hull defer 
entering into the particulars of it, till we come to that 
period. 

§ XXVI. Meanwhile the French made another 
attempt upon the Court of Madrid, loudly complain- 
ing of the taking of their two men of war by Bof- 
cawen’s fquadron, before any declaration of war was 
made, reprefenting it as a moft unjuftifiablc pro- 
ceeding, which threatened a diflblution of all faith 
amongfl. nations. This produced a llrong memorial 
from Sir Benjamin Keene, our minifter at that Court, 
importing, “ That it was well known that the 
“ French fleet carried troops, ammunition, and 
“ every thing neceflary for defending the countries 

which the Frenclj had unjuflly tifurped in Ame- 
“ rica, and of which the Rnglifli claimed the pro- 
“ perty ; that the rules of Iclf-dt'fcncc authoiilc 
“ every nation to renclci fruiilefs any attempt that 
“ may tend to its prejudice : that this right had been 
“ made ule of only in taking the two BVench Ihips 
“ of war ; and that the dilliiiflion of place might 
" be interpreted in favour ol the Englifli, feeing 
" the two llnps were taken on the cnafts of the 
“ countries where the contefi arofe.” In anfwer to 
this obfervation, the French minilter reprefented the 
vad number of fhips that had been taken in the 
F/uropean fcas ; for in fafl the Englifli ports foon 
began to be filled with them in confequence of the 
general orders for making rcprifals. But the Court 
of Madrid was fo far from being perfuaded by any 
thing be could fay, that it gave his Bntanniclc Ma- 
jefly the ffcrongeft alTuranccs of its friendfliip’ and of 

• Perhaps the Elector of ILinover m.is uioie afnnl of the Priii,.;.ju 
Jv^onareh than of the Most Chnstuu Kuvs,, knowing with whai c.v.ft 
and rnpitUiy this enterpriaipg neighbour cuuld, in .i lew iubdua 
tll<‘ vthoji,' dccionUc. •* 

its 
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its intention to ukc no part in the differences be- 
tween him and France, but luth as Ihoulcl be con- 
ciliatory, and tending to rellore the publick tran- 
quillity. 

^ XXVII. On the other hand, his Britannick 
Majefly required, as King of Great- Britain, the 
auxiliaries ftipnlatcd to liim by treaty from the Era- 
prefs-Queen. But tliefc were reiufed, under pre- 
tence, that as the conteff between him and France 
related to America only, it was not a cafe of tlie alli- 
ance ; though at the fame time the French made 
no fcruple of owning, that they intended to make a 
powerful defeent on Great-Britain early in the fpring. 
When, a little while after, France being employed 
in making great prepamtion for a land war in Eu- 
rope, the King of England required her to defend 
her own podellions, the Banier in the Low Coun- 
tries with the number of men ftipulated by treaty, 
wGich countries, acquired by Knglilh blood and 
Englhh treafurc, had been given to her on that cx- 
prefs condition, flic declared that flie could not fparc 
troops for that puipolc, on account of her dangerous 
enemy the King of Frullia : and aherwards, when 
be was ftcured by his treaty with England, the urged 
that as a reafon for her alliance with France. It 
mull be owned, however, for the fake of hiftorical 
truth, that this was no bad reafon, confidering the 
power, the genius, and the chara6\er of that Prince, 
who hovered over her dominions with ain army of 
one hundred and fifty ihoufand veterans. It niufl. 
likewife be owned, that fhe undertook to procure 
the French King’s confent to a neutrality tor Ha- 
nover, which would have effei9ually lecured that 
eleifforate from the invafion of every other power 
but Pruflia ilfelf: and it is no drained conjedure 
to fuppofe, that the dread of this very power was the 
true fource of tliofe conneiEHons in Germany, which 
entail fuch a ruinous continental war upon Great- 
r Britain. 


^ xxviir. 
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§ XXVTTT. ''i‘'houi',h the FinglUh continued tocJlAV 
make rcprifaU upon the French, not only in the fcas ^^ ^ 
of Amciica, but nllo in thole of Europe, by taking 17057 
evciy Ihip they could meet with, and detaining them, 
ihqir cargoes, and crews ; yet the French, whether 
from a confcioufnel's of their want of power by fea, 
or that they might have a more plaufible plea to 
reprefent England as the aggrcHbr, were fo far from 
leturning thefe honiJitics, that their fleet, which 
cfcaped Sir Edward Ilawkc, having on the thirteenth 
of Auguft, taken the Rlanford Ihip of war with 
Governor Lyttelton on board, going to Carolina, 
they fet the Governor at liberty, as foon as the Court 
was informed of the Ihip’s being brought into Nantes, 
and fhortly after relealed both the fliip and crew. 
However, at the fame time, their preparations for a 
land war Hill went on with great diligence, and their 
utmofl. arts and ellbrts were fruitlefsly exerted to 
perfuadc the Spaniardb and Dutch to join with them 
again!! Gieat-lJritain. 

^ XXIX. In England the preparations by fea 
became greater than ever, feveral new Ihips of war 
W'crc put in commiflion, and many others taken into 
the hrvicc of the government: the exportation of 
gunpowiler was forbid : the bounties to feamen were 
continued, and the number of thole that either en- 
tered voluntarily, or were prefled, ineveafed daily, 
as did alfo tiie captures from the French, among 
which was the Efperance, of feventy guns, taken as 
Ihe was going from RocUefoit to Breft to be man- 
ned. fl’he land-forces of Great-Britain were like- 
wife ordered to be augmented ; fcveral new regi- 
ments were raifed, and all half-pay oflicers, and the 
out-penfloners belonging to Chelfea-hofpital, were 
direded to fend in their names, ages, arul time of 
fervice, in order that fuch of them as were yet able 
to ferve might be employed again if wanted. The 
Englifh navy, fo early as in the month of Septem- 
ber of this year, confifled of one Ihip of aifhundred 
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noOKund ten guns, fi\c of ;in hiiiulrcd giiii'i ciu li, tliir- 
^ ^ teen of ninety, oipjit ot eif’biy, (ivc of kvcnty-loiii, 

j/j'j. twcnly-nhic of lf\emy, lour of (ixiy-lix, one ot 
fixty-fonr, thnty-tbice of lixty, thioe of filly iour, 
twenty-eight ot fifty, tom ol toitj'-lour, tlnity foe 
of foUy, and forty-two of twenty, four llooptt of 
w'tr, or eighteen guns Ctich, two of (Ixtecii, eleven 
of fourteen, lliiittcn of twelve, and one of ten, bc- 
lides a great number of bonvb-kclchcs, fire-lliips, 
and tendeis ; a force lufiicicnt to oppofc the united 
maritime flrength ot all the pow'trs lu liluropo ; wliiKl 
that of the Ficnch, even at the end of this year, and 
including the flaps tlu n upon the flocks, amounted 
to no more than fix (hipb of t-ighty guns, twenty- 
one of feventy-four, one of feventy-two, four of 
feventy, thuty-one of lixty-ftsur, two of lixly, fix 
of fifty, «and thirty-two Inpates. 

^ XXX. Such was the fiiuation of the two king- 
dorsis, when, on the (hiriecnth of November, the 
I’arUamcnt met, and hh Majcfly opened the kllioti 
with afpeerh from the thionc, in which he acquainted 
them — “ That the moll pioper mealiircb had been 
taken to praiefl our poniilions in Amcnca, and to 
regain futh parts thereof as liad been eiuioai lied 
upon, or invaded; that to preferve lu'i ptople 
‘‘ from the calamiticb of war, as well as to prevent 
“ a general war from being lighted up in hairoiic, 
he had been always ready to accept reafouiihle 
and honourable terms of accommodation, but that 
none fuch had been propofed by France : that lu- 
“ had alfo confined his views and operations to 
hinder France from making new entroacluneiiis. 
or fupporting thofe already made ; to ext rt lui 
“ people’s right to a fatisfa(?Uun for hotliiities com- 
mittetji in time of ])iofound jieace, anti to thl- 
“ appoint fuch defigns, as, from various appear- 
anctsand preparanotis, there was Kalon to think 
“ had been foim«d againll his kingt lotus aud domi- 
“ ntons'n that the King of Spawi canicilly wilhcd 

the 
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“ the prefemtion of the pablkk iranqnillity, anuciiAP 
“ liad [,ivt.n lUiiivaiiccs of liis inlenlion to continue 
“ in the lame pacifick I'entiments ; that he hinilelf 
“ Inul greatly increalecl his naval annanienis, and 
^ augmented his land-forces in fuch a manner as 
might be leali burthcnlbmc ; and, finally, that he 
had concluded a treaty with the Ernprefs of Rtillia, 

“ and another with the Landgrave of llcllc-Caliel, 

“ which fhonld be laid before tliem.” 

§ XXXi. In anfwer to this fpeech, both Houfes 
voted moft loyal addrefies, but not without a warm 
oppofition, in each, to fume of the paiticular ex- 
prefiions ; for it having been propofed in the Houfe 
of Lords to infert in their addrtfs the words fol- 
lowing, viz, “ That they looked upon thcmfclves 
“ as obliged, by the llrongeft ties of duty, grati- 
*' tude, and honour, to (land by and liipport his 
‘‘ Majefly in all fucli wife and nccellary raeafurcs 
'• and engagements as his Majcfl) iii'gbt have tuTten 
“ in vindication ot the rights of his Crown, or to 
“ defeat any attempts which might be made by 
‘‘ h'nnce, in rciimnnent for fuch mcaiurcs, and to 
“ altill Ids Majefly in tlii'appointing or repelling all 
“ fuch entcrpiizes as might be formed, not only 
“ !i;\aiiill his kingdoms, but alfo againfl any other 
“ of hir, dominions fthoiigh not belonging to the 
Crown of (.Iveat -Jintain) in cafe they fhotild be 
‘‘ attacked on account of the part which his Ma- 
*• jelly had taken for maintaining the elfenrial inte- 
“ refli of his kingdoms;” the inferting of thefe 
' noidfl in their addiefs was oppofed by Earl Temple, 
and fever.il other la»\ls ; becaufc, by the firft part 
nt ihrni, they engaged to approve of the treaties 
with liuOia and I'leflc-C'iflel, neither of which they 
li ui ever fecn ; nor could it be fuppofed that either 
ol' them could bo of any advantage to rhis nation ; 
and by the fecend part of thefe words it feemed to 
bo refblvod, to engtgc this natiou'iu a continental 
comicWton fur the defence of 3 ianover, which it w'as„ 
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BOOK impoffibk' foi Eiiglnnd to fuppou, ajjtl which would 
be lo lAi* from being oi any adviintage to it at lea, 
America, that it might at lad dilable the tjation 
from detending itldf in cithct of ihofc paitb of the 
vvoild. But upon putting the quoltion, the inlerting 
of tlu'fe words was agreed to by a gieat majority, and 
accordingly they Hand as pan of the addreli) of the 
Iloufr upon that occalion, 

XXXI I . To this remarliablc addrefs his Ma- 
jedy returned the following ;is remarkable anfwer : 
“ My Lords, I give you my hearty thanks for this 
“ dutiful and aire61ionatc adtlrcls. I fee, with the 
*'■ greatell fatisfiuflion, the zeal you exprefs for my 
“ perfon and government, and for the true interefl. 
“ of your countiy, which I am determined to ad- 
here to. 'I'he alfurances which you give me for 
“ the defence of my territories abroad, are a ftrong 
“ proof of your aft’eiSUon for me, and regard for my 
“ honour. Nothing fliall divert me from purfuing 
“ thofc mealures which will ctfcAually maintain the 
" pofleflions and rights of my kingdoms, and pro- 
“ cure reafonablc and honourable terms of accom- 
" modation.” — The addrefs of the Ifoufc of Cona- 
mons breathed the tame fpirii of zeal and gratitude, 
and was full of the warmefi atllirances of a ready 
fopport of his Majcfty, and of his foicign dominions, 
if attacked in rcfcnimenl ot' his mainttiining the 
rights of his crown and kingdom ; and his Majelly’s 
anfwer to il was to the fame cffetSl as that to the 
Houfe of Lords. The fame, or nearly the fame 
words, relating to the treaties concluded by his 
Majcfty, and to the defence of his foreign domi- 
nions, were propofed to be inferred in this addrefs, 
which was oppofed by William Pitt, Efq then 
Paymaflsr of ms Majetly’s forces ; the Right lion. 
IleDry Legge, El'q. then Chanctllor and 'Under- 
treafurer of nis Majefty’s Exchequer, and one of the 
Commi^oners of the Treafury ; and by leveral other 
^gentlemen in high pufts under Che government,* as 

well 
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well as by many others: but, upon putting the CHAP, 
qucflion, it was by a conddcrablc majority agreed ^ , 

to inlert the words objcdlcd to ; and very foon a(ter, 

Mr. Pitt, Mr. Leggc, and moft, if not all, of the 
gentlemen who had appeared in the oppofitioij, were 
difmilied from their emploj^ments. In the mean 
time, a draft came over from Rullu for pait of the 
new fubfidy flipulated to that crown ; but fome ol 
the miniftry, who were then at the head of the 
finances, refufed to pay it, at leaft before the treaty 
fhould be approved of by Parliament. 

§ xxxin. Sir Thomas Robinfon had not been 
long in poirefilon of the office of Secretaiy of State, 
before it was generally perceived, that, though an 
honeft, well meaning man, and a favourite with the 
King, his abilities were not equal to the fundlions of 
that poll. Much lefs were they fo at this jundlure, 
when the nation was on the point of being engaged 
in a difficult and expenfive war, and plunged into 
foreign mcafurcs and connedlions, which would re- 
quire the uinioll Ikill of an able politician to render 
them palatable to the people. Mr. Pitt and Mr. 

Pox, though they fcarce ever agreed in any other 
particular, had generally united in oppofing his mea- 
lures, and their fuperior influence in the Houfe of 
Commons, and univerfally acknowledged abilities, 
though of very difierent kinds, had always prevailed, 
uncommon as it was, to fee two perfons who held 
confidcrablc places under the government, one of 
them being Paymafter-General, and the other Secre- 
tary at War, oppofe, upon almofl. every occafion, a 
Secretary of State who was fuppofed to know and 
fpeak the fentimenls of his Mafier. Sir Thomas 
himfelf foon grew fcnfible of his want of fufiicient 
weight in the fenate of the nation ; and therefore, 
of his own accord, on the tenth of November, 
wifely and dutifully refigned the feals of his office to 
bis Majetty, who delivered them’ to Mr, fox, and 
appointed Sir Tliomas Matter of the Wardrobe,, 

• rt* la 



i/O . JTIS'IOIIYOI. rNfrI,/VNn 

HOOK with a pcnfion to limidmirifj lni» iifo, ami aftn lus 
t , (L-ath to hi ' fons. lioul naiungton Imcicilcil Mi. 

1 , ). l''o\ Jij I>i.ciclai} at Wai ; ami ioon atiei Sii (n'oip,c 
wa made CluriLtllfir ot the Kxclu'qiier, 
and a Luid of the 7'ie.ilui), in the looin of Mr. 
Leggc, who hid dcclaud himltlf atviinn the new 
cnniincntal Ijiltm. llowevti, noiwithtlanding ihtfe 
t hinges ill the mimflty, veiy w.iiiii debates aide m 
both lioufcs, when the tieaties of Ruilia and Ihlfc- 
Cafll'l came to Lc confidcred by them : fome of the 
membeis wtie foi itfeiiing them to a rommilti.c : 
but this motion was oitr-iiilcd, in confideuiion of 
his Majefry's having engaged in them to guard againll 
A floim lint fcemodieady to huak upon his ckiloral 
dominions, mticly on account of oui quaiitl with the 
Flench. They weie at length appuned o( hy a 
majority of thicc hunditd and tightten 'igainfi one 
hunched and twcnty«lix, in the Ilotifc of Commons j 
and liy eighty-four againfl eleven, in the IJoule of 
Loids4 

^ XXXIV. I'he IJouft of Commons then pro- 
ceeded topioiidc (oi the kivKcof the cnhiing year, 
and foi the ckhtienfKs of the punilions foi the 
fuinicr. l''ifty thouland icamen, uKhuhng nine 
ihotifand one huudicd and thiriy-< ip.ht numies, 
wcie voted, on the twenty-fouuh of Noiimbci. for 
the fen ICC of the ycai one ihoubnd Icien hundicd 
and fifty-fix, togethej vvitli two millions fix hmulicd 
thouland pouiicU foi their tiiauiu nance, and thirty- 
foul thotifand two hnndied and fi\ty-three land fol- 
dicis, with nine hunched and thiity thoufand iix hun- 
dred and thtec pounds, fix flnlhngs, and nine-pence, 
for then luppuir. An hundred thouland pounds 
were ■voted as a fubfidy to the Empicls of lUtllia ; 
filty-four thouland one hundred and forty pounds, 
twelve IhilUngs, and fix-pence, to the Landgiave 
of Hefle-CafJel ; and ten thoufand pounds to the 
Kfec5lor pf Bavana, 


^ XXXV, 
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^ XXXV. Durinp, thcfo tranlai'^lons, the pubhck CF! \ P. 
overwliclmcfl wiili contlcrnation, by ihc lidinos 
uFadicacH'nl eaitliquakc, which, (in the firfl of No- 
V ember, Ihook all Spain and rortiigal, and many 
other places in Europe, and laid the city of Liibon 
in 'ruins. When the news of this great calamity firll 
reached England, it was feared the confequcnccs of 
it might alf'edl our publick credit, confidcring the 
valt interefi which the Englilh merchants had in the 
I’ortuguefc trade : but fortunately, it afterwards 
proved inconfiderable, in comparifon of what had 
been apprehended : the quarter in which the Englilh 
chiefly lived, and where they had their warchoufes, 
having fuffered the leafl. of any part of the city ; and 
roofl of the Englilh merchants then rcfidiiig there, 
together with their families, being at their conntry- 
houles to avoid the infults ro wliicli they might have 
been expoied from the Portiigucfe populace, during 
the celebration of their tinio-ffa /c, which was l^pV 
that veiy day. The two lirll Ihocks of lliij dread- 
ful viiitation contimicd near a quarter of an lioiii, 
after which the water of the river T'agns rofe per- 
pendicularly above twenty feet, and fublidcd to iu 
natural bed in lefs than a minute. Clrcat nnmbcrs 


of houles, of which ibis city then contuined about 
thirty-fix ihoufand, extending in length near fix 
miles, in form of a crefeent, on the afeent of a hill, 
upon the north fliorc of the mouth of the river ’’1 a- 
gus, within nine miles from the ocean, were thrown 
clown by the repeated commotions of the earth, 
together with feveral magnificent churches, monaltc- 
ries, and publick buildings. But what entirely 
completed the ruin of this then mofl. opulent capital 
of the Portuguefe dominions, was a devouring con- 
flagration, partly fortuitous or natur.il, but, chiefly 
occafioned by a fet of impious villains, who, unawed 
by the tremendous feene at that very inflant pafling 
before their eyes, witli a wickednefs fcarcely to be 
credited, fet fire even to the falling edifices' in dif- 
4 ferent * 
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BOOK ferent parts of the city, to incieafc the general con- 
fallen, that they might have the better opportunity 
to rob and plunder thtir uhcady clclbUted fellow- 
citizens. Out of tluce huiiclred and lifry thouland 
inhabitants, which Liflion was then llippolecl to con- 
tain, about ten thouland penlhed by this calamity ; 
and the furvivors, deprived of their habitat ons, and 
dellitute even of the necelKiries of life, were foicecl 
to feck for Ihclter in the open lielcls. 

^ XXXVI. As foon as bis Majelly received an 
account of this deplorable event, from his Ambal- 
lador at the Court of Madnd, he font a n'leliage to 
both Iloufes of Parliament, on the twenty-eighth of 
November, acquainting them therewith, and defir- 
ing their concuncnce and alliflancc tovvards 


fpecdily relieving the unhappy I'uflerers ; and the 
Parliament thereupon, to the honour of B ;itifli liu- 
ir^anity, unanimou/ly voted, on the cightli of De- 
cember, a gift of an humlrod thouland pounds for 
the diftrelled people of Portugal. A drcunittance 
which enhances the merit of this a6tion is, that 
though the TCngllfli themlclves were, at that very 
tune, in great want of grain, a coiiriclcMblo part til 
the film was fent in corn, llour, rice, and a Luge 
quantity of beef Iroin Ireland : liipplies which came 
very Icalonably for the poor Poituguofc, vho were 
in aiftual want of the ncceinuies of lilb, Thtir 
King was fo aflfefled by this inllancc of Biitilh gene- 
rolity, that, to Ihow liis gratitude ioi the timely re- 
lief, he ordered Mr, Caures, the Britifli Kehdcnt 
at his Court, to give the preference, in the dilhibii- 
lioil of thefe fupplies, to the Butilh fubjedU who had 
fuffered by the earthquake ; accordingly, about a 
thirtieth part of the provilions, and two ihoufand 
pounds in money, were fet apart for that purpofe ; 
and his*-Portugiiefe Majelty returned Ins thanks, in 
very warm teinis, to the Britifh crown and nation. 

I XXXVII. The report of an intended invalion 
of thefcT' kingdoms by the Frendi jncre8|ing daily, 
6 on 
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on the twenty- fecond dny of January Ijortl Barring- c’ll -VP, 
ton as Secretary at vS'ar, lasil ht-fore the Houle an i'"- 
efi invite f r defraying the charge of ten new rogi- 
meots of foot, over and above the thirty ->our thou- 
fand two liniKlrud and lixty- three hindfoldiers before 
ordered to be raifed ; and a fum of niiieiy-onc thou- 
fand nine hundred and nineteen pounds, ten fliillings, 
was voted for thefe additional forces : upon another 
eftimate prefented a little after by the fame Lord, 
and founded upon the fame rcafons, for raifing, for 
the further defence of the kingdom, eleven troops 
of light dragoons, forty-nine thoufand fix hundred 
and twenty-eight pounds, eleven fliillings, and three 
pence, were voted for the enfuing year : togetlier 
with cighty-onc thoufand one hundred and foveni5r_ 
eight pounds, fixteen {hillings, for a regiment of 
foot to be raifed in North-Amcrica ; two hundred 
and ninety-eight thoufand five hundred and thirty- 
four pounds, feventeen fliillings, and ten pence l^alf- 
penny, for the maintenance of our forics already 
cftabliflicd in our American colonies ; and feventy- 
nine thoufand nine Imndrcd and fifteen pounds, fix' 
fliillings, for fix regirnents of foot from Ireland, to 
fiji've in North America and the Eafi-Indics. Bc- 
fides all thefe fupplics, Mr. Fox, on the twentj'- 
eighth of January, prefented to the Houfe a moflage 
from the King, defiriwg them to take into confidera- 
tion the faithful Icrvices of the peopljs of Nevv-Kng- 
land, and of fome other parts of North- America ; 
upon which one 'hundred and fifteen thoufand pounds 
more were voted, and live thoufand pounds as a re- 
ward to Sir William Johnfon in particular. In fliort, 
including feveral other fums, as well for defraying 
the expence of the army and navy, as for a fublidy 
of twenty thoufand pounds, to the King of Prullla, 
and one hundred and twenty-one thoufand four 
hundred and forty-feven pounds, two fliillings, and 
fix pence, for Hanoverian troops, of which tvyo laft 
articles further notice will be taken hereafter, the 

whole* 



K whole of ilic lui)plies or.ujlcil by I'.irhiuiicnt in 
leihon amounted to fcvcn millions two huncheil .uni 
iwcniy-ninc thonfand one Imndrod and Icnoiitc'en 
pounds, four fliilhiij^s and IK pence three faitliinij.s. 
b'or railing this luin, bcfKlcs the nialt-t.iK, and the 
land t.ix of four flulluigs in Lite pound, the vvluUe 
produce of the linking-fund, from the lifth of J.inu- 
ary one tlioutand feven hundred and lifty-lix, till it 
fhould amount to one million live luuulred and lifiy- 
tive tlioufaiid nine hundied and liftydhe pounds, ele- 
ven {hillings, and eleven ponce halfpenny, u.is or- 
dered to be applied thcicuiilo ; together uith a md- 
hon to be railed by loans or Evclicqucr-bdls, at three 
percent, intcrefl ; one million five hundred thouland 
pounds to be laifcd by the I'alc of redeemable annui- 
ties at three and a half per cent, and flee luuulred 
thouland pentnds to be railed bv a lotrciy, at tliicc 
percent. All which lums, wiili ughty-thi*’''' fb -n- 
land four hundred and twelve pounds, two (hdhngs, 
and five pence halfpenny, then roinainiiig 'in the 
Exchequer, amounted to fcveii millions four hun- 
thctl and twenty- feven tliniirand two hutulivd and 
lixty-onc pouiuh, live llnllinos and feven peme. 

§ XXXVIll. The cl lufe inferted in the umiiiiy bill 
U(l year, I'ubjeiHlng all ollieeis and loUheis lailid m 
America, by authority of the rclpu^livc goveinuis 
or governments there, to the fame rules, and artit les 
of war, and the. lame penalties and punithmcius, a> 
the Britilh forces were liable to ; the act palied at tlic 
fame time for regulating the marine fuircs, while on 
fhorc, and that lor the more fpcetly and tlicriual 
manning of his Majelly’s navy, were not only con- 
firmed now ; but it was furtlier enacted, with refpect 
to tins laft, as well as for the more fpeedy and ».f' 
fe6tual recruiting of his Majcfly’s land ibrc‘“'>, That 
the Commiflioners appointed by the prefent ad, 
fhould be empowered to ralfe and levy, within tlicir 
refpe61ive jurifdif3ions, fuch able-bodied men as did 
not follcw any lawful csdliug or employment : or bad 

not 
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not fome other lawful and fufficient fupport ; and CHAP, 
might order, wherever and whenever they pleafed, 
a general Icarcli to be made for fuch perfons, in ros 
order to their being brought before them to be exa- * . 
mined ; nay, that the parifli or town officers might, 
without any fuch order, fearch for and fecure fuch 
perfons, in order to convey them before the faid 
Commiflioners to be examined : That if any three 
Commiffioners fhould find any perfon, fo brought 
before them, to be within the above defeription, 
and if the recruiting officer attending fiiould judge 
him to be a man fit for his Majelly’s fervice, they 
fhould caufe him to be delivered to fuch officer, who 
might fecure him in any place of fafety provided by 
the Jufiices of Peace for that purpofe, or even in 
any publick prifon ; and that every fuch man was 
from that time to be deemed alifled foldier, and not 
to be taken out of his Majefly’s fcrvice by any gro- 
cefs, other than for fome criminal matter. Nothing 
could more plainly Ihow either the zeal of the Parli- 
ament for a vigorous profccution of the war, or their 
conlidencc in the jullice and moderation of our 
minithy, than their agreeing to this aft, which was 
to continue in force till the end of the next feffion : 
and which, in the hands of a wicked and enterprifing 
adminifiration, might have been made fuch an ul'e 
of, as would have been inconfiflent with that fecurity 
which is provided by our happy conffitution for the 
liberty of the fiibjcft. 

^ XXXIX. The next objeft: of the immediate at- 
tention of parliament in this feffion was the railing of 
a new regiment of foot in North- America ; for 
which purpofe the fum of eighty-one tlioufand one 
hundred and feventy-eight pounds, fixieen fliillings, 
to which the effimate thereof amounted, wSs voted. 

This regiment, which was to confift of four batta- 
lions of a thoufand men each, was intended to be raifed 
chiefly out of the Germans and’Swifs, v^ho, foi 
many years paft, had annually iranfported tliemfcl vei , 

vou. nr. ^ ^ 
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BOOK in great numbers to the liiilidi plantations in Aiiie 
rica, where wa(lc lands had been ailigned them upon 
the frontiers of ilic protinccs ; but, very Injudicl- 
oufly, no care had been taken to iniernii\. them 
with the Knglifh inhabitants of the place. To this 
circumllancc it is owing, that they have continued 
to correfpond and converfe only with one another ; 
fo that very few of them, even of thofe who have 
been born there, have yet learned to fpcak. or nnder- 
lland the Engliflt tongue. However, as they were 
all zealous Proteflants, and in general flrong hardy 
men, and accuRomed to the climate, it was judged 
that a regiment of good and faithful foldiers might 
be raifed out of them, particularly proper to oppofe 
the French ; but to this end it was nccellary to ap- 
point feme officers, cfpccially fubaUerns, who undcr- 
jftood military difeiphne, and could Ipeak the Clcr- 
mn.n language ; and as a fuilicicnl number of Inch 
could not be found among the Fiiglilh olliccis, ii 
was neceflary to bring over and grant comniiliions to 
feveral German and Swifs olliccrs and engineers : 
but this flop, by the adl of fetllemcnt, could not 
be taken without the authority of I’.iiliamcnt, an 
ai'd was now paflcd for enabling his Majelly to grant 
comrailTions to a certain Dumber of foieign I’ro- 
teflants, who had ferved abroad as olliccrs or engi- 
neers, to ael and rank as olhcers or engineers in 
America only. An adl was likevvife patled in this 
feflion flridlly forbidding, under pain of death, any 
of his Majcfly’s fubJeiRs to ferve as ofliccrs under the 
French King, or to inlifl as foldiers in his feivlcc, 
without his Majcfly’s previous licence ; and alfo for 
obliging fuch of his Majefly’s fiibjetls as fhould, in 
time to come, accept of commiflions in the Scotch 
brigade‘'in the Dutch fcrvice, to take the oaths of 
allegiance and abjuration, on pain of forfeiting five 
hundred pounds. 

^ As it had been refolved, in the beginning 
«,'of the preceding I’ummer, to build veflcls of force 
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upon the lake Ontario, an a<9. was now pafled for CHAP 
extending the maritime laws of I'ingland, relating , 
to tlic government of his Majefly’s lliips and forces 
by fca, to fuch officers, leamcn, and others, as 
Ihould ferve on board his Majefty’s fliips or veflcls 
employed upon the lakes, great waters, or rivers in 
North America ; and aUb, but not without oppo- 
fition to this laft, for the better recruiting of his 
Majclly’s forces upon the continent of America : 
to which end, by a new claufe now added to a for- 
mer a£1:, a recruiting officer was empowered to inlill 
and detain an indented fervant, even though his 
mailer fhould reclaim him, upon paying to the 
maher fuch a fura as two Juftices of Peace within 
the precinril Ihould adjudge to be a reafonable equi- 
valent for the original purchafe-moncy and the ic 
raaining time fuch fervant might have to ferve, 

^ XLI. The inlcflinc broils of Ireland were hap- 
pily compofed this year, by the prudent management 
of the Marquis of Harrington, Lord-Lieutenant of 
that kingdom. By his Heady and dilinterellcd con- 
dmU, his candour and humanity, the Iriffi were not 
only brought to much better temper, even among 
ihenifclvcs, than they were before their late outrage- 
ous riots and dangerous diflenfions happened ; but 
alfo prevailed upon to acquiefee in the mcafures of 
England, without this lall being obliged to give up 
any one point of her fuperiority. The leading men 
in the Parliament of Ireland were the rirft that con- 
formed : and though the ferment continued very high 
for fome time after, among the middling and lower- 
ranks of people, it was at .length entirely allayed by 
the wifdoni of the Lord- Lieutenant, and the excel- 
lent law, which he encouraged and palled for the 

benefit of that nation *. The P of freland, 
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*■ Anionii other ohjects of the atleulion of the 
routitiy, till ihoiiiaiid iiJimd . \v(H‘ gijnted for m.tfcing^ the met ^ 

No\<‘ front lUteiiv of Kiir. t,.,« 
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BOOK wlio had bctn very bufy in lomcntinp, tnany of the 
late chflurbanccs, was, by his Maielly’s unniuind, 
fluiclc oir the lifl ot pnvy-C>ounlcllois : and the 
grcatell part of thole patriots, whom fa 61 ioii had 
turned out of their employments thcie, weie ic- 
indated with honour. 

§ XLIl. The Parliament of J'aioland, which had 
adjouined on the twcnty-lhiid ot December, met 
again : the lloiife of Commons on the thiileenth of 

All. 175 G. Lords on the nineteenth. On the 

fixteentli of the fame month, the treaty between his 
Britannick Majelly and the King of PrulTia was 
ligncclj importing, That, for the defence of their 
common country, Germany, and in oidcr to pre- 
lerve her peace and lianquilhty, which it was feared 
was in danger of being diUuibccl, on account of the 
difputes in America, the two Kings, for that end 
only, entered into a convention ol ncaitrahty, by 
■which they reciprocally bound themfclvcs not lo ful- 
fer foreign troops of any nation whatsoever to cntci 
into Germany, to pals through it during the trou- 
bles afoiclaul, and the coii(i.c|uencos that might rc- 
fuk from them ; but to oppolc the lame with their 
utmofl might, in older to Iccure Germany horn the 
calamities of war, nuinlain her fundamental laws 
and conllitutions, and piclcrve her peace uninter- 
rupted. Thus, die late treaty with Kullia was vir- 
tually renounced. Thtir Majeflies, moreover, feifed 
this favourable opportunity to adjufl the dillerenccs 
that had fubfifled between them, m i elation to the 
remainder of the Silefia loan due to the liibjeels of 
his Britannick Majefly, and the indcmnilication 


twenty thousand pound! towards oeuMiia; on an iiilind nauRdtiou 
from the city of Dill ilin to the iivu Stianiioii, foul iliou>.md poiuuli 
for nidkmft me rher Nenry iiaiipdlile, .1 lliousatid poiiiidi .s jtai for 
two jeai!., for the eiicouid}^u]untiit I ii'disli I'lou i.int MhooK , se\eral 
auras, to be dtelribiUed in pieninuns, loi tlit eiKuujacminl ol the 
tambiiek, henipcii, ' diid flaxen ui.mutacUircs . ,iiul ibice luuulicd 
tbow<mfi pouiidb to _ Ins Alajtiti, fmmd, su])poiliMp, the smiil 
bumches of the catdbli hment, and loi dduiMPi' (l.t esin iicifc ol the 
t!0\enniieiufoi twojiais. 

/»! 1 1 »•« orl 
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claimed by the fubjet'ls of his Prudian l\Ia)ttly forcn AP. 
their lodes by fea during the late war; fo that ihc^ 
attachment laid on the faid debt was agreed to be 
taken od, as loon as the ratidcation of this treaty 
Ihoukl be exchanged. 

^ XLIII. On the twenty- firft of January the Houfc 
took into confideration the laws then in being re- 
lating to the militia of this kingdom ; and, finding 
them infulficient, ordered a new bill to be prepared, 
and brought in, for the better regulating of the 
militia forces in the feveral counties of England. A 
bill was accordingly prepared to that effe£t, and 
prefented to the tloufe on the twelfth of March by 
the Hon. Charles Townfbend, Efq, who, to his ho- 
nour, was one of the chief promoters of it. After 
receiving many amendments in the Houfe of Com- 
mons, U was on the tenth of May paded, and fenr 
to the Lords ; but feveral objections being made to 
it by Ibnie of the Peers, and it leeming to them 
that fomc further amendments were Hill necedary 
whicli they thought they could not in thatfedionfpare 
time to conlidcr fo maturely as the importance of 
the llibjcCl required, a negative of lifiy-nine again fl 
twenty-three was put upon the motion for palling the 
bill ; though every one muR have been fenfible, not 
only of the propriety, but even of the abfolute ne- 
ceflily of luch a law, which was ardently clefired by 
tlie whole nation. 

^ XLIV, On the twenty-feventh of May his 
MajeRy went to the Houfe of Peers, and, after hav- 
ing given the royal ailent to the bills then depending, 
thanked his Parliament, in a fpcech from the throne, 
for their vigorous and effectual fupport. He ac- 
quainted them, that the injuries and hoftilities which 
had been for fome time committed by tlte French 
againR his dominions and fubjeCls, were then fol- 
lowed by the aClual invafion of the Ifland of Minorca, 
though guaranteed to him by alb the great powers 
in Europe, and jlarticulaily by the French 
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'I'hat lie li.ul, tlicreforc, i'mind himl'clf ublijieil, in 


vindication oi' llic honour ot" liis ciown, 


and of 


rin,litb of liio |ko|)1c, to declare war in f inn attaind 
Krance ; and that he rehctl on the Hivine Prolei'-lion, 
and the vij;!,orous allKhincc of liin faithfnl lUbjeiMh, 
in fo jull a caufe. 'I’hc Pailiament was then ad- 
journed to the cightccinh of Jiimc ; and f'om ilieiuo 
afterwards to the eighteenth of July, andjtlicn it waj 
prorogued, I 


CHAP. 
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tjith't ft om ]\1. RoniUc to the Secretary of State. 
^M.'Jhe tv'o iiatioHS nrrimiuai e on eaih other. 
\\\.\.’j''he Finiih fhteaten iheut-BrUatn with an 
SHvafion, \ IV. Rcqnijilion of fix thoufml Dutch 
troops ctccotihng to treaty. § V. Mefage f/oiti the 
Kmp to the Farlunneut. % VI. A body of Hejfiafts 
and llamvetiam tranfported into Etigland, § VII. 
Frenth pieparalions ol Toulon. % VIII. Admiral 
Byngf Ills for the Mediterranean. § IX. lie an n>es 
at Gibrahai . § X. Engages M. tie la Galijfonniere 

off Minot ca. § XI- And returns to Gibt altar. 

^ XII. Fetment of the people at home. ^ XIII. 
Admiral liyng fuperfeded, and fent home prtfoner. 

§ XIV. Account of the fege of St, Philip's foris in 
Minorca. § XV. Precautions taken hy Gcnetal 
lUakeney, ^ XVI. Siege commenced. § XVII. 
Englifi fiuadron apprats. ^ XVIIl. General at- 
iutk of thr wotks. § XIX. The guni/on capitu- 
lates. § XX. Sir Hihvatd IhnvkeJaiU to Minorca. 

% XXI. lirjoicings in France, and clamours in Eng- 
land. § XXII. Gallantry of For tuna tus I I right. 

% XXIII. General lilakeney i rented a Baron. 

^ XXIV. Meafurcs taken for the defence of Great- 
liritain. ^ XXV. Prochnnation. §XXVI. Earl 
of Loudoun appointed Comniamhr in ChUf in Aine- 
iiia. ^ XXVl\, liis Biifamki Mujifys dedarn- 
liun of mir. ^ XXVIII. Suhflance of the Frimh 
King's deciat a tion. Addrefs of the City 

of London. ^ XXX. Tiial of General Fou'Le. 
^ yCLlLl. Ajfaiisof Awcticu. ^ XXXIl. CoW 
Bradfrcet defeats a body of French on the Fiver 
Onorulaga. § XXX HI. Earl of Louchyn an ives 
at New-Yotk. ^ XXXIV. Ofwego reduesd by 
the enemy. \ XXXV. Fiulher proceedings in 
America. % XXXVI. Naval operations in that coun- 
try. i XXXVII. Tfunfatliom in the ESft-Jmhes. 

^ XXXVIII? 
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§ XXXVIJI. Ctilmltu hefir’^eilh fhi' J'ltciov uf 
JiengnJ. § XXXIX. Drfiloi tihh' ftiti' f'f lh>>li' rvhn 
pertjind in thr dioi[ieon iht'it. XIj. JJJiUo'kiI 
cruellies r«crnfid on Mr. JIoln.t//. ^ Xl-I. lii/nliilion 
sgcunjl .In^ia. ^ XLIl. Fo) ! of litiio hiktn h 
J^diitiiul IValfou titul Ml. dive. Xlilll. ’L'hfu 
fuhfiquent proceedings in iho mm Oungfs. 

0 O K ^ !• TN the month of January Mr. Fox, lalely .ip- 

IIT. pointed Secretaiy of State, received a letter 

from M. Mmifter and Secretaiy of State lor 

foreign alFairs to the King of France, cxpoluilating, 
in the name of his Soreieign, upon the orclcis and 
inilriKflions for committing hoRilities, which his 
Britannick Majchy had given to General Bnuldock 
and Admiral Bofeawen, in diametrical oppofilion to 
the moil folemn aflurancc.i fo often icpeated hy word 
of mouth as well as in writing. He complained of 
the infult which had been offered to his Mallcr’.s Hag 
in attacking and taking two pf his ihips in the optn 
fea, without any previous declaration of war; asalfo 
by committing depredations on the conimorcc of 
his moll Chrillian Majc(ly’.s luhjccRs, in contempt 
of the law of nations, the faith of treaties and tlic 
ufages ellablillied among civilized nations. I Ic 
faid, the fentiments and charaiRcr of his Biitannick 
Majelly gave the King his Mafler room to c\[)c(‘'l, 
that at his return to London he would difavow the 
condudl of his admiralty ; but feeing that, iiiflcail 
of punifliing, he rather encouraged thofe who had 
been guilty of fuch depredations. In'! Moll Chi iflian 
Majefty would be deemed deficient in what he owed 
to his own glory, the dignity of his crown, and the 
defence of his people, if he deferred any longer de- 
inandingrE fignal reparation for the outrage done to 
the French nag, and the damage fuflained by his 
fubjedls. lie, therefore, demanded immediate and 
full reftitution of all the French fliips, which, con- 
trary to''law and decorum had been taken by the 

EngliHi 
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]'’ngUni nav'y, together with all the oflirers, foldlers, CIIAP. 
inahncrs, guns, llorcs, and merchandize, lie dJ- 
dared that ihould this rcUitution be made, he tliould 
be willing to engage in a ncgociation for what fut' , 

thef fatisfadion he might claim, and continue dc- 
llrous to fee the dihercnccs reialing to America 
determined by a I'olid and equitable accommodation; 
but if contrary to all hopes, thefe demands fhoulcl 
be rcjedled, he would confider fuch a denial of juf- 
ticc as the niofl authentick declaration of war, and 
as a formed dehgn in the Court of Loudon to didurb 
the peace of Europe. To this peremptory remon- 
llrancc the Britifli Secretary was direfted to anfwer, 

That though the King of England would readily 
confent to an equitable and folid accommodation, 
he would not comply with the demand of immediate 
and full reftitution as a preliminary condition ; for 
his Majclly had taken no fleps but fuch as were ren- 
dered jufl and indifpenfivblc by the hohililics which 
the French began in time of profotind peace, and 
a proper regard for his own honour, the rights and 
potrdlions of his crown, and the lecurity of his 
kingdoms, 

^ II, Without all doubt the late tranfaiSlions hail 
afforded fpccious arguments for both nations to im- 
peach ilte condurt of each other. The French 
Court, confeious of their encroachments in Nova- 
Scotia, afle6led to draw a fhade over tJrefe, as par- 
ticulars belonging to a difputcd territory, and to 
divert the attention to the banks of the Ohio, where 
Jamonville and his detachment had been attacked 
and maffacred by the Englifli, without the leaf! pro- 
vocation. They likewife inveighed againll the cap- 
ture of their fhips, before any declaration of war, as 
flagrant a6Is of piracy ; and fome neutral Powers of 
Europe feemed to confider them in the fame point 
of view. It was certainly high time to check the 
infolence of the French by force of ’arms, an^ furcly 
this might have bedh as cffcdually and expeditioufly * 
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BOOK cxcrtf-d under the ufual fandlioii of a formal dccla- 
j ration; the omillion of which cxpnfcd the adminil- 
tuition to the cenfure of our neighbours, and fixed 
the imputation of liaud and licc-booting on the 
beginning of the war. O’he niiniflry was faid to 
have delayed the ceremony of pronouncing war from 
political confiderations, fuppofing that, tliould the 
French be provoked into the firfl declaration of this 
kind, the Powers of Europe would confidei his mofi. 
Chiiltian Majefty as the aggreflbr, and Great-Britain 
would reap all the fruits of the defenfive alliances in 
which fhe had engaged. But nothing could be more 
weak and frivolous than fuch a conjedture. The 
aggreflbr is he who firfl: violates the peace ; and every 
ally will interpret the aggieffion according to his 
own interefl and convenience. The adminiflration 
maintained the appearance of candour in the midft 
of their hoflihties. The merchant fhips, of which 
a great number had been taken from the French, 
were not fold and divided among the captors, ac- 
cording to the pradlicc of war ; but carefully fequef- 
tered, with all their cargoes and efiedis, in order to 
be leflorcd to their light owneis, in cafe the difputcs 
between the two nations fhould not be produdlive of 
an open ruptuie. In this particular, however, it was 
pity that a little common i'enfe had not been blended 
with their honourable intention. Great part of the 
cargoes confided of fifli, and other pcrifhablc com- 
modities, which were left to rot and putrify, and af- 
tei wards thrown overboard, to prevent contagion ; 
fo that the owners and captors were equally dilap- 
pointed, and the value of them loft to both nations. 

^ III, The Court of Verfailles, while they pie- 
fen ted rcmonlirances which they knew would prove 
incfledWal, and exclaimed againd the concludl of 
Great-Britain with all the arts of calumny and exag- 
geration at every court in Chriftendom, continued 
iicvcrthclefs to -make fuch preparations as denoted 
a defign to profccufe the war witb uncommon vigour. 
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They began to repair and fortify Dunkirk : orders (' 11 A P. 
were puldifhcci, that all Britilh fubjciRs fhould qdit 
the dominions of France : many Englifli veflels were 
frixed in the dilTorent ports of that kingdons, and 
their crews lent to prifon. At the fame time an 
edit'd was iflucdj inviting the French fubjedls to equip 
privateers, offering a premium of forty livres for 
every gun, and as much for every man they fhould 
take from the enemy ; and promifing that, in cafe 
a peace fliould be fpeedily concluded, the King 
would purchafe the privateers at prime coft. They 
employed great numbers of artificers and feamen 
in equipping a formidable fquadron of fliips at 
Brell ; and aflcmbling a ftrong body of land forces, 
as well as a confiderable number of tranfports, 
threatened the iflaiul of Great-Britain with a dan- 
gerous invafion. • 

^ IV. The Englifli people were feized with con- 
flernation: the mi iii dry were alarmed and perplc.^ecl. 
Colonel Yorke, the Britifli Refident at the Hague, 
was ordered by his Majefly to make a requifition of 
the fix ihoufand men whom the States-General arc 
obliged by treaty to furnifh, when Great-Britain fhall 
be threatened with an invafion ; and in February he 
prefented a memorial for this purpole. Monficur 
d’Afffy, the French King’s miniftcr at the Hague, 
liaving received intimation of this demand, produced 
a counter-memorial from his Mafler, charging the 
Englifh as tlic aggreflbrs, and giving the States 
General plainly to underfland, that, fliould they grant 
the fuccours demanded by Great-Britain, he would 
confider their comjiliance as an adl; of hofiility again ft 
himfelf, Tlie Dutch, though divided among them- 
felves by fablion, were unanimoufly averfc to any 
mealiire that might in volte them in the approaching 
war. Their commerce was in a great meal'ure de- 
cayed and their finances were too much exhaufted 
to admit of an immediate augmentation of their for- 
ces, which for many*nthc-r realbns they drove to avoid, 

7 They 
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BOOKThey forcfciw a great incrcafe of trade in tlieir ad- 
hering to a pundiual neutrality: they were afraid of 
i7fl0 the French by land, and jealous of the Englifli by 

, fea; and, perhaps, enjoyed the profped of feeing 
thefe two proud and poweiful nations humble and 
impoverKh each other. Certain it is, the Slaies- 
Geneial protradlcd their aniwer to Mr. Yorke’s mc- 
monal by fucli aifctfled delays, that the Court of 
London perceived their intention, and, in order to 
avoid the mortilicadon of a flat denial, the King or- 
dcied hib litfident to acquaint the Princefs Regent, 
that he would not inlift upon this demand. The 
States, thua freed from their perplexity, at length 
delivered an anfiver to Mr. Yorke, in which they 
expatiated on the difficulties they were laid under, 
and thanked his Brilannick Majefty for having freed 
them by his declaialion from that embarrafllucnt into 
which they were thrown by his firfl demand and 
the counter memorial of the French minitlcr. The 
real fentiraents of thofe people, however, more plain- 
ly appeared in tlie previous refolution delivered to 
the Stales of Holland by the towns of Amllcrdam, 
Dort, Haerlom, Gouda, Rotterdam, and Enckhuy- 
fen, declaring flatly that England was uncontro- 
vcriibly the aggreflbr in Europe, by feizing a con- 
fiderablc number of French vcflels ; that the threat- 
ened invafion of Great-Britain did not afl'cdl the 
Republick’s guarantee of the protefiant fucceflion, 
inaimuch as it was only intended to obtain repara- 
tion for the injury fuflained by the fubjedls of his 
Mofl: Chriflian Majefty; finally, that the fuccouis 
demanded could be of no advantage to the King of 
England, as it appeared by the declaration of his 
Moft Chnftian Majefty ; that their granting thefe 
fuccour’s would immediately lay them under a necef- 
fity of demanding, in their turn, afliftance from 
Great-Britain. From this way of arguing, the Eng- 
lifli may perceive what they have to expect in cafes 
of emergency from the fricndfhip of their neareft 

9 allies, 
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allies, who muR always be furnilhecl with the lame c Tl \ i>, 
exculc, whenever they find it convenient or ncccffiuy^ 
to their own intercfl. Such a conlicleraiion, joined^TTioT^ 
to other concurring motives, ought to induce the , 
Britifh Legiflaturc to withdraw its dejiendcncc from, 
all foreign connedlions, and provide fiich a conftitu- 
tional force within itfelf, as will be fully fulficicnt to 
bafHe all the efforts of an external enemy. The 
apprehenfions and diftradlion of the people at this 
jundlure plainly evinced the expediency of fuch a 
national force ; but different parlies were divided in 
their opinions about the nature of liich a prordion. 

Some of the warmed friends of their country pro- 
pofed a well regulated militia, as an inflitution that 
would effcdlually anfvver the purpofc of defending a 
wide extended fea-coaft from invafinn ; while, on 
the other hand, this propofal was ridiculed aiur re- 
futed as impradlicable or ufelefs by all the retainers 
to the Court, and all the officers of the ilanding* ar- 
my. In the mean lime, as the experiment could not 
be immediately tried, and the prefent jundlurc de- 
manded fome inftant determination, recourle was had 
to a foreign remedy. 

^ V. Towards the latter end of March, the King 
fent a written meflage to Parliament, intimating, 
that he had received repeated advices from different 
perfons and places, that a defign bad been formed 
by the French Court to invade Gre.'it-Britain or 
Ireland ; and the great preparations of forces, Ihips, 
artillery, and warlik^e floics, then notorioufly making 
in the ports of France oppofitc to the Britifli coafls, 
together with the language of the French minillers 
in fome foreign courts, left little room to doubt the 
re.ality of fuch a defign : that his Majefiy liad aug- 
mented his forces both by fea and land, Jnd taken 
proper mcafures and precautions for putting hii 
kingdom in a pohure of defence ; that, in order 
further to flrengthen him'felf, he liad made^a requi- 
fition of a body of Ileffian troops, piiilnaiu to tin.. 
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BOOK late treaty, to be forthwith brought over, and for 
that purpofe ordered tranfports to be prepared ; that 
he doubted not of being enabled and fupportedby 
his Parliament in taking fucli mcafurcs as might be 
conducive to an end fo ellential to the honour of his 
crown, the prefervation of the Protefiant Religion, 
and the laws avd liberties of thefc kingdoms. This 
me/Iagc was no foooer received, than both Houfes 
voted, compofed, and prefented very warm and af- 
fedlionate addrefles, in which his Majeflj’’ was thanked 
for the requifition he had made of the Hellian 
troops; a meafure which at any other time w'ould 
have been ftigmatifed with all the latirc and rhctorick 
of the oppofirion. 

^Vr. Kven this precaution was nor thouglit fiilH- 
cient to lecurc the ifland, and quiet tlie terrors of 
the people. In a few days Mr. IfoK, the new mi- 
ni%r, encouraged by the unanimity which bad ap- 
peared fo confpicuous in the motions for the late 
acUlrclics, venturetl to move again, in the hoiife of 
Commons, that another add rds fhould be prefented 
to the King, bcleeching his Mnjcfty, that for the 
more etlecUial defence of this illand, and for the 
better fecuriiy of the religion and liberties of his 
fubjedls, againft the threatened attack by a foreign 
enemy, he would be gracioufly pleafed to order 
twelve battalions of bis eledloral troops, together 
with the ufual detachment of ariillcry, to be forth- 
with brought into this kingdom. There was a 
confidcrable party In the Ploufe to whom fuch a 
motion was odious and cleteflable : but confidering 
the critical fituacion of affairs, they were afraid that a 
direft oppofition might expofe them to a more odious 
fufpicion ; they, therefore, moved for the order of the 
day, and iiilifled on the queflion’s being put upon 
that motion; but it was carried in the negative by 
a coniidcrablc majority, w'hich alfo agreed to the 
other ijro[iolal. 'i'he refolution of the Houfe was 
Tcommunicaled to the Lords, who^’ unanimoully con- 
curred ; 
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ciu'fed ; and their joint addrefs being ]jfefented,ci] ap. 
his Majefty ad’ured them he would immediately 
comply with their requeft. Accordingly, luch ex- 
pedition was ufed, that in the courfe of the next . 
month both Hanoverians and Heffians arrived in 
England, and encamped in different parts of the 
kingdom. — As the fears of an invafion lubfided in 
the minds of the people, their antipathy to thefe 
foreign auxiliaries emerged. They were beheld 
with the eyes of jcaloufy, fufpicion and difdain. 

They were treated willi contempt, referve, and 
rigour. The minilfry was execrated for having re- 
duced the nation to llich a low circumflancc of dif- 
grace, as that they fliould owe their fcciirity to 
German mercenaries. There were not wanting 
fome incendiaries, who circulated hints and iniiraia- 
tions, that the kingdom ha<l been purpofely left un- 
provided ; and that the natives of Houth-Britam had 
been formerly fubdued and cx))clled by a body of 
Saxon auxiliaries, whom they had hired for tlieir 
prefervation. In a word, the doubts and I'ufpicion’. 
of a people naturally blunt and jealous were inilamcd 
to fuch a degree of aniraofity that nothing would 
have reftrained them from violent acts of outrage, 
but the mod orderly, moded. and inoffenfive beha- 
viour by which both the Hanoverians and Heffiaus 
were didinguithed. 

^ VII. Under the cloak of an invading arma- 
ment which engroded the attention of the Britith 
nation, the French were actually employed in pre- 
parations for an expedition, which fuccecdetl accord- 
ing to their widi. In the beginning of the year, 
advice was received th.at a French Iqiiadron would 
foon be in a condition to fail from Toulon : this was 
afterwards condrraccl by repeated i.itclligcifre, nor 
only from foreign gaxettes, bur alto from Enghlh 
miniders and confuls redding in Spain and Italy. 

They affirmed that the I’oulon fquadron t^nfilicd 
of twelve or fiftcen'fliips of the line,, with a great , 

number 
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BOOK number of tranfportb ; that they were fupl ilied with 
in. provifion for two months only, conlequei] ily could 
not be intended for America ; and that flrdng bodies 
of troops were on their march from different pairs 
of the French dominions to Dauphine and Provence 
in order to be embarked. Notwithflanqing thefe 
particulars of information, which plainly pointed out 
Minorca as the objedl of their expedition notwith- 
flanding the cxtenfive and important comucrce car- 
ried on by the fubjedls of Great-Britaia ir the Me- 
diterranean ; no care was taken to fend thither a 
fquadron of fbips capable to protedl the trade, and 
fruflrate the defigns of the enemy. Tha great pro- 
vince was left to a few inconficlerable fh ps and fri- 
gates, wliicli could feivc no other purpof *• than that 
of carrying intelligence from port to po t, and en- 
riching their commanders, by making prize of 
merchant velTeis. Nay, the nmiiHry leemed to 
pay little or no regard to the rcnionflranc ; of Gene- 
ral Blakeney, Deputy Governor of Minorca, who, 
in repeated adiiccs, reprefented the wcaknefs of the 
garrilon which he commanded in St. Fillip’s callle, 
the chief fortrefs on the illand. Far from ftrengthen- 
ing the garnfon with a proper reinforce nent, they 
did not even fend thither the officers belonging to it, 
who were in England upon leave of aplence, nor 
give diredlions for any vcflel to tranfpoi f them, un- 
til the French armament was ready to nake a de- 
Icent upon that iflaud-*. 

^ VIII. 

* It n with plua- lie we tcize this, oppoilonity of iicoitUngan in- 
tjiitc of g.illantiy atid paiiiotitm iu a Biilish oQicei which would 
liaiu done honour to the ch tractor of a Roman ir nine. Captain 
Cuniimghaiu, an accomplished young gentleman, w 10 acted as en- 
quirer in recond at Mtnoici ; bung piefu led to a M< joiily at home, 
and reiallod to tiu, icpimcnt by an express oidu, hal Kpaiicd svith 
his lannly to Nice in Italy, ssherr he waited foi thi oppoitunitj of 
a shi)} bound fur VjigUmd, when hcieccued rcU,iin |iuelliu''nce that 
ihe I’rench aiiiumeiinvas dcatined foi the place he li d quitted. His 
lady, sslrnn he Undcily lined, sviis juat^deliteicd, 1 nd two of his 
children wcif daiigiioiisly ill of the small-'po\. He iccollccted that 
the chid ui^lncei of Miuoita svas inlhm, and indeed dibabletl by the 
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^ Vni. At length, the dcftination of the enemy’s chap. 
fleet being univerfally known, the miniftry feemechto 
.ronl'e from their lethargy, and, like perlbna fuddenly 
waking, adled with hurry and precipitation. Inftead 
of detaching a fquadron that in all refpedls thould be • 
fuperior to the French fleet in the Mediterranean, 
and bellowing the command of it upon an officer of 
approved courage and aiSlivity, they allotted no 
more than ten (hips of the line for this fervice, veil- 
ing the comniana of them in Admiral Byng, who 
had never met with any occalion to lignalizc his 
courage, and whofc charadler was not very popular 
in the navy ; but Mr. Weft, the fecond in command, 
was a gentleman univerfally refpedled for his probity 
ability, and refolution. The ten fliips deftined for 
this expedition, were but in very indifferent order, 
poorly manned, and unprovided with cither hofpital 
or fire-fhip. They failed from Spithead on the 
feventh day of April, having on board, as paij; of 
their complement, a regiment of foldiers to be 
landed at Gibraltar, with Major-General Stuart, 

Lord Effingham, and Colonel Cornwallis, whofe 
regiments were in garrifon at Minorca, about forty 


pout, and that many thinps were wanting for the defence of the for- 
ives«. His zeal fur the liunour and service of his country immediately 
tiiuinplicd over the calls of tenderness and of nature. He expended 
a cnnsiderahle sum of money lu pucebasinp timber for the platfoinis, 
and. other sKceasarics for the garrison; hired a ship for transporting 
them ihitlicr ; and tearing huhself from his wife and chijdren, thus 
left among strangers in a foreign country, embarked agidn tor Mi-- 
norca, where he knew he should be in a peculiar manner exposed to 
all the dangers of a furious siege. In the course of this desperate 
service he acquitted himself with that vigilance, skill, and aethe cou- 
rage, which he had on divers former occasions displayed, until the 
assault was given to the Queen’s Bastion ; when mixing with the ene- 
my, sword in hand, he was disabled in his tight aini by tlie shot of a 
musket and the thrust of a biyonet. His behaviour was so acceptable 
to his sovere'^n, that when he retbmed- to England he was prefeiTed 
to the rank ot Colonel in.i’lhc Guaids, He afterwards .teted as chief 
aiigincer in the attempt# ktld desceirts which were made on the French 
coast. Though grievously maimed, Ue<uiccpted the sjuue olfiee in the 
oxij^itionto Guadiiloupe, where he died univarsally regretted. 

• . 
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BOOK inferior ofRren, and near one Imnclred reciu’ds, a>a 
^ leyifotrcmtnt to St. Vhilip’i) fortiefs. •• 

^ inulligence whi :U had been 

received, one would tm3g,me the government ol 
EiigUnd was flill ignorant of the enemy’s foicc and 
deltination ; for the inftruiftions deliveud to Admi- 
ral Byng imported, that, on his ariival at Gibraltar, 
lit fhould enquire whether any French quadron had 
palled through thcftiaits; and that, being ccitificd 
in the alhrmative, as it was probably doligned for 
Nuith- America, he fhould immedutely detach 
Rear-Admiral Weft to Louifbouig, oa {he illand 
of Cape-Bieton, with fuch a number of fhips, as 
when joined with thofe at Halhfax, world conftitute 
a force fupeuoi to the aimament of the enemy. 
On the fecond day of May, Admiral Byng arrived 
at Gibraltar, where he found Captain Edgccumbe, 
with the Princefs Louifa fhip of war, md a floop, 
who informed him that the French arrai ment, com- 
manded b.y M. de la GaUflonnicre, conftfting of 
thirteen fhips of the line, with a great number of 
traiifports, having on board a body of fifteen ihou- 
fand land-forces, had failed fiora Toilon on the 
tenth day of April, and made a defeent upon the 
ifland of Minoica, fiom whence he (Ciptain Edge- 
cumbe) had been obliged to retire at th( ir approach. 
General Fowk.e, who commanded at Gibraltar, had, 
received two fucceflive orders from the Secretary at 
War, With refpeiR to his fparing a battali on of troops 
to be tranfported by Mr. Byng, .as a reinforcement 
to Minorca ; but as the two orders app lared incon- 
fiflent or equivocal, a council of war w£s confnltcd, 
and the mmority were of opinion that no troops 
ftiould be lent from thence to Mmort a, except a 
detachment to ifupply the deficiency in the little 
fquadion of Captain Edgccumbe, who had left a 
good number of his fcamcn and mariner i, under the 
command of captain Scroop, to a^fl: in the defence 
of Fort St. Philip’s- Thefc aiticlei-of int« Ihgence the 

Admiral 
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Admiral difpatchcd by an cxprefs to the Lords of CJi ap. 
the Admiralty, and in his letter made ufe of fame ^ , ' 
inipolitick exprellions, which, in all probability, it 1^50. 
would have been well for him had he omitted. He 
faid, if he had been fo happy as to have an'ived at * 
Mahon before the French nad landed, he flattered 
himfelf he fhould have been able to prevent their 
getting a footing on that ifland. He complained, 
that there were no magazines in Gibraltar for fupply- 
ing the fquadron with ncceflaries ; that the careen- 
ing-wharfb, pits, and ttore houfes were entirely de- 
cayed, fo that he fhould find the greateft difficulty 
in cleaning the fltips that were foul ; and this was 
the cafe with fome of thofe he carried out from 
England, as well as with thofe which had been for 
fome time cruifing in the Mediterranean. He fig- 
nified his opinion, that, even if it fhould be found 
pvadticable, it would be very impolitick to throw 
any men into St. Philip’s cattle, which could not be 
faved without a land force fufficient 10 raife the 
fiege ; therefore, a fmall reinforcement would only 
add lb many men to the number which mutt fall 
into the hands of the enemy. He obferved, that fuch 
engineers and artillery-men in Gibraltar, as had been 
at Minorca, were of opinion, that it would be im- 
poflible to throw any number of men into St. Philip’ , 
if the French had ere(^lcd batteries on the two fltoies 
near the entrance of the harbour, fo as to bar all 
paflage up to the fally-port of the fortrefs ; and with 
this opinion he fignified the concurrence of his own 
fentiments. The firtt part of this letter was a down- 
right impeachment of the miniftry, for having de- 
layed tlie expedition, for having fent out fhips unfit 
for fervice, and for having ncgleflcd the magazines 
and whaifs at Gibraltar. In the latter part iie feemed 
to jircpare them for the fubfequent account of his 
mifcondudl and mifearriage. It cannot be fuppofed 
that they underwent this accufation without appre- 
bcnlion and rtfeutment; and as they forefaw ihe 
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. D O o K l('f5 Minorca, which would not fail to excite i 
NI- nalbnal clamour, perhaps they now begar; to take 
rigshires for gi acifying their refentraent, a id tranf- 
ferring the blame from themfehes to the perfon who 
had prefumed to hint a difapprobation of their con- 
dudl : for this purpofe they could nor have found a 
fairer opportunity than Mr. Byng’s fubfequent be- 
haviour afforded. 

^ X. The Admiral being flrengthened by Mr. 
Edgecumbe, and reinforced by a detachment from 
the garrifon, fet fail from Gibraltar on the eighth 
day of May and was joined off Majorca b} his Ma- 
jefiy’s fhip the Plimnix, under the Command of 
Captain Hervey, who confirmed the intelligence he 
had already received, touching the ftreiigth and 
deftination of the French fquadron. Whtn he ap- 
proached Minorca, he deferied the Britifi colours 
flill -flying at the caftle of St. Philip’s, and feveral 
bomb batteries playing upon it from different quar- 
ters where the hTench banners were difplayed. 
Thus informed, he detached three fliips a-head, with 
Captain Hervey, to reconnoitre the harbour's mouth, 
and land, if polfiblc, a letter for General llakeney, 
giving him to undertland the fleet was come to his 
afliflancc. Before this attempt could be' nade, the 
French fleet appearing to the South eafl, and the 
wind blowing flrong off fhore, he recalled his fhips, 
and formed the line of battle. About fix o’clock in 
the evening, the enemy, to the number of fevcntcen 
•fliips, thirteen -which appeared to be very large, 
advanced in order ; but about feven tackcJ, with a 
view to gain the wcathcr-gage. Mr. Byng, in order 
to preferve that advantage, as well as to make fure 
of the land wind in the morning, follovred their 
example, bseing then about five leagues from Cape- 
Mola, ^X day-light the enemy could not be de- 
ferred j hut two tartanes appearing clofe tc the rear 
of the Englilh fquadron, they wei-e immediately 
chafed bylignal. One ofeape'd, and the otlier being 
' ' 0 taken. 
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taken, was found to have on board two French cap- cii A P, 
tains, two lieutenai'fs, and about one hundred pii- ^ , 

vate foldiers, part oi Ci : hundred who had been 
fent out in tartanes the pie'.eHInfy day, to reinforce 
the enemy’s fquadron. This loon i-, appearing, the 
line of battle was formed on each lich , and about 
two o’clock Admiral Byng threw our a fign,d to bear 
away two points from the wind and engage. At 
this time his diftance from the enemy was fo great, 
that Rear-Admiral Weft, perceiving it impoliible to 
comply with both orders, bore away with his di'dlion 
feven points from the wind, and doling down upon 
the enemy, attacked them with fuch impetuofity, 
that the fhips which oppofbd him were in a little 
time driven out of the line. Had he been properly 
fuflained by the van, in all probability the Britifti 
fleet would have obtained a compleat viilory ; *but 
the other divifion did not bear down, and the ene- 
my’s centre keeping that (lation, Rear-AclrRiral 
Weft could not purfue his advantage without run- 
ning the rifque of feeing his communication with 
the reft of the line entirely cut off. In the begin- 
ning of the adlion, the Intrepid, in Mr. Byng’s di- 
vilion, was fo difabled in her rigging, that Ibe could 
not be managed, and drove on the fhip that was 
next in pofttioti ; a circuraCLance which obliged fe- 
veral others to throw all a-back, in order to avoid 
confufion, and for forae time retarded the adlion, 

Certain it is, that Mr. Byng, though accommodated 
with a noble ftiip of ninety guns, made little or no 
ufe of his artillery, but kept aloof, eiihcn from an 
overdrained obfervance of difcipline, or timidity. 

When his Captain exhorted him to bear down upon 
the enemy, he very cooly replied, that he would 
avoid the error of Admiral Matthews, who, in his 
engagement with the French and Spanifli fqnadrong 
off Toulon, during the preceding war, had broke 
the line by his own precipitation, and exp^^cd hira- 
/elf fingly to a fire that lie could not fullain. Ah’,*. 
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DO OK Byng, on the contrary, was determined again fl. a(£t-. 
'“’Ss <;xrcptwith the line entire ; and, on pretence of 

'^"TTaeT^ redtifying the difurdcr which had happened among 
' fome oi the fliips, hefitated fo long, and kept at 
fuch a wary diftance, that he never was properly en- 
gaged, though he received fome few fliols in his 
hull. M. dc la Galiflbnnierc feemed equally averfe 
to the continuance of the battle ; part of his fqua- 
dron had been fairly obliged to quit the line ; and 
though he was rather luperior to the Englifh in 
number of men and weight of metal, he did not 
choofc 10 abide the confcqucncc of a clofer fight with 
an enemy fo expeit in naval operation : he, there- 
fore, took advantage of Mr. Byng’s hefitation, and 
edged away with an eafy fail to join his van, which 
had been difcomfited. The Englifh Admiral gave 
cha?e ; but the French fhips being clean, he could 
not come up and clofe them again, fo they retired 
at i!heir leifure. Then he put his fquadron on the 
other tack, in order to keep the wind of the ene- 
my ; and next morning they were altogether out of 
light. 

§ XT. While he lay-to with the reft of his fleet, 
at the diflance of ten leagues from Mahon, he de- 
tached cruifers to look for fome miffing fhips, which 
joined him accordingly, and made an enquiry into 
the condition of the fquadron. The number of 
killed amounted to forty-two, including Captain 
Andrews, of the Defiance, and about one hundred 
and fixty- eight were wounded. Three of the capital 
fhips were fo damaged in their mafts, that they 
could not keep the fea, with any regard to their 
fafety ; a great number of the feamen were ill, and 
there was no vcflcl which could be converted into 
an hofpital for the fick and wounded. Tn this fitua- 
tioD Mr. Byng called a council of war, at which the 
land officers were prefent. He reprefented to them, 
that 'he was ntuch inferior to the enemy in weight 
„of metaf and number of men ; fhat they had the 

advantage 
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^idvantage of fending their wounded to Minorca, cii A P. 
ftom whence at the fame time they were refrefl^ed ^ -j * 

and reinforced occafionaljy ; that, in his opinion, it 
w'as impracticable to relieve St. Philip’s fort, and, 
therefore, they ought to make the bell of their way , • 

back to Gibraltar, which might require immediate 
protcClion. They unanimoufly eoncurred with his 
ientiments, and thither he direCled his courfe ac- 
cordingly. How he came to be fo well acquainted 
with the impraClicability of relieving General Blake- 
ney, it is not eafy to determine, as no experiment 
was made for that puvpofe. Indeed, the ncgledt of 
fuch a trial feems to have been the le.tll excufable 
part of his conduCl:; for it aftenvards appealed, that 
the officers and foldicrs belonging to the garriibu 
might have been landed at the ially-poit, without 
running any great rifque 5 and a gentleman, tlw-n in 
the fort, aclually palled and repalTed in a boat, un- 
hurt by any of the enemy’s batteries. « 

^ XII. Mr, Byng’a letter to the Admiralty, con- 
taining a detail of this aClion, is f.iid to have arrived 
fome days before it was made publick ; and when it 
appeared, was curtailed of divers expreffiona, and 
whole paragraphs, which either tended to his own 
jiillification, or implied a cenfure on the contludl of 
his fuperiors. Whatever ufe might have been made 
of this letter while it remained a fecret to the pub- 
lick we fhall not pretend to explain : but hire it is, 
that, on the fixceenth day of June, Sir Edward 
Hawke and Admiral Saunders failed from Spithead 
to Gibraltar, to faperfede the Admirals i>yng and 
Weft, in their commands of the Mcdncrnncan 
fquadron; and Mr. By ng’s letter was not publi(hi.t\ 
till the twenty-fixth day of the fame month, when it 
produced all the eftedt which that gciitkman’s bit- 
tereft enemies could have delired. The populace 
took fire like a train of the moft hatly combuttibles, 
and broke out into fuch a clamour of rage aivl in- 
dignation ngainff the devoted Admii.tl, at eoidd not 

hate 
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BOOK liave been exceeded if he bad loft the wholje n<avy of 
j and left the coafts of the kingd)m naked 

to invafion. This animofity was carefully fomented 
and maintained by artful enriftaries, whe mingled 
with all puhlick aflemblies, from the dravsing-room 
at St. James’s to the mob at Charing-crols. They 
expatiated upon the infolence, the folly, the c owardice, 
and mifcondudl of the unhappy Adinira . They 
even prefumed to make their Sovereign in feme 
meafure an inftrument of their calumny, by fug- 
gefting, that his Majefty had prognoflicati d Byng’s 
mifbenaviour from the contents of his ft ft letter, 
dated at Gibraltar. They ridiculed and refuted the 
reafons he had given for returning to thai fortrefs, 
after his Icandalous rencounter with the Frerich fqua- 
dron ; and, in order to exafperate them to | the moft 
impkcable refentment, they exaggerated t le terri- 
ble confequencea of lofiog Minorcaj wh ch muft 
nowebe fubdued through his treachery or want of 
refolution. In a word, he was devoted as the fcape- 
goat of the miniftry, to whofe fupine negligence, 
Ignorance, and mifcondudl, the lots of tha t impor- 
tant fortrefs was undoubtedly owing. Byj g’s mif- 
carriage was thrown out like a barrel to Ui 2 whale, 
in order to engage the attention of the pec ?le, that 
it might not be attraQ:ed by the real cau e of the 
national misfortune. In order to keep up the flame 
which had been kindled againft the Admiral, re- 
courfe was had to the loweft artifices. Age its were 
employed to vilify his perfon in all public £ places 
of vulgar refort ; and mobs were hired at rllferent 
parts of the capital to hang and burn him in 
effigy. 

^ XIII. The two officers who fucceedecl to the 
command in the Mediterranean, were accempanied 
by Lord Tyrawlcy, whom his Majefty had a ppoinied 
to fuperfede General Fowke ip the government of 
Gibraltar, that gentlemap having incurred the dif- 
pkafurc the miniftry, for not Iraving upperftood 

aq 
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an order which was uninrelligiblc. ' Ly the fame ciTA.1*. 
conversance, a letter from ilic Seevetai y to the Acl- v, 
miralty was tianfmitted. to Mr. I'*yno, giving him 
notice that he was lecalled. To this imiination lie 
replied in fuch a manner as denoted a conlcionlnefs . * 
of having done his duty, and a laudable rhlire to 
vindicate his own condudl. His anfwer contained a 
further account of the engagement in ivhich he was 
fuppofed to have milbehaved, intermixed with fome 
puerile calculations of the enemy’s fupenoiity in 
weight of metal, which ferved no other pmpofe 
than that of expofing his charadcr fiili more to ridi- 
cule and abufe ; and he was again fo iinpolitick as 
to hazard certain expreflions, which added frclh 
fuel to the refentment of his enemies. Diredions 
were immediately dilpatched to Sir Edward Hawke, 
that Byng iliould be fent home in arrefi ; ami an 
order to the fame purpofe was lodged at every port 
in the kingdom : precautions, which, however,* un- 
neceflary to fecure tlie perfon of a man who longed 
tirdently to julli'y his charader by a publick trial, 
were yet produd'ivc of confiderable ctlcd in aug- 
menting the popular odium. Admiral Byng im- 
mediately embarked in the Ihip which had carried 
out his fuccclTor, and was accompanied by Mr. 

Weft, General Fowke, and fcvcral other officers of 
that garrifon, who were alfo recalled, in confcqnenee 
of having fubferibed to the refult of the roiinul of 
war, which we have mentioned above. W hen tliey 
arrived in England, Mr. Weft met with fuch a gra- 
cious reception from his Majefty as was tliought due 
to his extraordinary merit; but Mr. Byng was com- 
riritted clofe prifoncr in an apartment of Grcciiwith- 
Hofpital. 

^ XIV. In the mean time, the fiege af St. Phi- 
lip’s fort in Minorca was profecuted wdth uni emit- 
ting vigour. The armament of Toulon, confifiing 
of the fleet commanded by M. de la Galiflbnniere, 
and the troops under the Di^ke de Riclidich, afrived 

On 
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B <> O li on the eighteenth day of April at the port of CiiuU- 
delta, on that part of the iflaiid oppolltc to Mahon, 
or St. Philip’s, and immediately began to rlilciirbark 
their forces. Two days before they reaehed the 
ifland, General Blakeney had, by a patket-boat, 
received certain intelligence of their approach, and 
began to make preparations for the defence of the 
caflle. The fort which he commanded was very 
extenfive, furrounded with minierons redoubts, ra- 
velins, and other outworks ; and provided witli fub- 
terranean galleries, mines, and traverfes, cut out of 
the folid rock with incredible labour. Upon the 
whole, this was one of the heft fortified places in 
Europe, well fupplied with artillery, ammunition, 
and provifion ; and, without all doubt, might have 
fuftained the raofl defperate fiege, had it been dc- 
fenefed by a numerous garrifon, conducled by able 
engineers, under the eye and aufpiccs of an adive 
and'lkilful commander. All tbel’e advani^es, how- 
ever, did not concur on this occafion. The num- 
ber of troops in Minorca did not exceed four regi- 
ments, whereas the nature of the works required at 
leafi double the number; and, even of lUefe above 
forty officers were abfent. The chief engineer was 
rendered lame by the gout, and the General himfclf 
oppreficd with the infirmities of old age. ■ The na- 
tives of the ifland might have been fcrvjceable as 
pioneers, or day-labourers, but, from their hatred to 
the Proteflint religion, they were generally aveiTe u» 
the Eoglifh government, although they had lived 
happily and grown wealthy under its influehce. 

XV. The governor ordered his officers to beat 
up for t oltintcer.s in the adjacent town of St. Philip's; 
but fevv or none would enhfl under his banncis, and 
it feems he would not venture to compel ihtm into 
the fijrvicc. lie recalled all his advanced parties ; 
and, in particular, a company pofied at 'Fornelles, 
where a^fmall iSdoubt had been raiCed,! and five 
companies at Ciudadclla, a polF fortified with two 
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pieces of cannotij which were now withdrawn asciiAV* 
loon ar> the enemy began to difcmbark their forfies. V. 

■ At the lame time Major Cunningham was detached '^7^^ 
wuh a party to break down the bridges, and break ' 
up the roads between that place and St. Philip’s ; 
but the talk of deflroying the roads could not be 
performed in fuch a hurry, on account of the hard 
rock which runs along the furface of the ground 
through this whole illand ; nor was there time to 
demolidi the town of St. Philip’s, which flood fo 
near the fjrt, that the enemy could not fail to take 
advantage of its neighbourhood. The flreets ferv'cd 
them for trenches, which otherwife could not have 
been dug through the folk! rock. Here they made 
a lodgement dole to the works; here they found 
convenient barracks and quarters of refrefhment, 
malks for their batteries, and an elFcdual covtfr for , 
their mortars and bombardiers. The General has 
been blamed for leaving the town fianding ; but if 
we confider his uncertainty concerning the deftina- 
tion of the French armament, the odious nature of 
fuch a precaution, which could not fail to exafpe- 
rate the inhabitants, and the impoHibility of execut- 
ing fuch a fcheme after the firfi appearance of the 
enemy, he will be found excufablc, if not altogether 
blamelefs. Some houfes and windmills w'ere actually 
dcmolilhcd, fo as to clear the efplanade and the 
approaches. All the wine in the cellars of St. Phi- 
lip’s town was dellroyed, and the butts were carried 
into the cafile, where they might ferve for gabions 
and traverfes. Five-and-twenty Minorquin bakers 
•were hired, and a large number of catlla brought 
into the fort, for the benefit of the garrifon. The 
ports were w.slled up, the pods alligncd, ihe fenii- 
iu;ls placed, and ail the dillerent guardwppointcd. 
Commoit'ire Fdgecunibe, who then ancliored in the 
harbour of Mahon, dole under the walls of the caf- 
tla, I’-iiled away with his little fqnadnm, coufifting 
of the Chcdcrficrd, Piinccfs i<ouilii, Poiriand, and 

Dolphin* 
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j) o O K Dolphin, after having left all his marines,! a detach- 
, mCnt from Gibraltar, the whole crow of Ae Porcu- 
pine floop, anti the greater part of the Dilphin’s, as 
a reinforcement to the foit, under the Immediate 
tlireftion and command of Captain Scroop, of the 
Dolphin, vvho, with gieat gallantry, otlfered hira- 
ielf for tins fevere duty, and bravely fignajifed him- 
fclf during the whole fiege. The F’rencii Admiral 
might certainly have blocked up this llarbour in 
fuch a manner, as would have prevented Ihe efcape 
of thefe tliips, and divers other rich merchant veflels, 
which happened then to be at Mahon : but, in all 
probability, they purpofely allowed them m abandon 
the place, which, on any etncrgency, or almult, their 
crews and officers would have confideribly rein- 
forced. The enemy were perfefilly acquainted with 
the "^reat extent of the works, and the weaknefs of 
the garrifon, from which drcumHance they derived 
the hiofl fanguine hopes that the place migllt be fiid- 
dcnly taken, without the trouble of a regtuar liege. 
After Mr. Edgecumbe had failed for Gibraltar, and 
General Blakeney had ordered a floop to bp funk in 
the channel that leads to the harbour, thp French 
fquadron made its appearance at this part of the 
illand; but, without having attempted any thing 
againfl. the fort, fell to leeward of Cape-Moli. Next 
day they came in fight again, but foon bare away, 
and never afterwards, during the whole qoulfe of the 
fiege, approached fo near as to give the galrifon the 
lealt disturbance. 

§ XVI. On the tweftty-fecond day of Aipril, the 
Govemo^ fent a drummer to the FrcnchlGcneral 
with a letter, defiring to know his reafons for invading 
the illand. To this an anfwer was returneo by the 
Duke de iiicbelieu, declaring be was come Iwith in- 
tention to reduce the illand under the donmnion of 
diis Moft Chnftltn Majefty, by way of retaliation 
for fhc cqnduft of his tnafler, who bad felzed and 
belohging to tlfe King ol Prance 


jjetavsed the Ihips 
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aad his fubjeits. If we may judge frdm the firllcHAP. 
operations of this nobleman, he was buf indiiferently V- 
p'rovidcd with engineers: for, inflead 'of beginning 
Hk^approachcs on the fide of St. Philip's town, clofe * 
by the outworks, where he might have been fcreencd 
from the fire of the garrifon, his batteries were erod- 
ed at Cape Mola, on the other fide of the harbour, 
where they were more expofed, their fire much left 
effedual, and indeed at too great a diftance to be 
of any fervice. 'J'he fire of St. Philip’s was fo fevere, 
and the cannon fo well ferved on this quarter, that 
in a little time the enemy thought proper to change 
their plan of attack, and advance on the fide of St. 

Philip’s town, which ought to have been the firll 
objed of their confideration, efpecially as they could 
find little or no earth to fill their gabions, and open 
their trenches in the ufual form. On the twelfth* of 
May, about nine at night, they opened two bomb 
batteries near the place where the windmills had 
been deflroyed ; and from that period an inceflant 
fire was kept up on both fides, from mortars and 
cannon, the French continuing to raife new batteries 
in every lituation from whence they could annoy the 
befieged. 

§ XVII. On the feventeenth day of the month, 
the garrifon were tcanfported with joy at fight of the 
Britifh fquadron, commanded by Admiral Byng ; 
and Mr. Boyd, commiflary of the ftores, ventured 
to embark in a fmall boat, with fix oars, which 
pafled from St. Stephen’s cove, a creek on the well 
fide of the fortification, through a fhower of cannon 
and mulketry from the enemy’s poll on t^e other 
fide, and adually reached the open fea, his defign 
being to join the fquadron ; but this being at a great 
diftance, 'ftrctching away to the fouthward.jind Mr. 

Boyd perceiving himfelf chafed by two of the enemy’s 
light vefiels, he returned by the fame route to the 
garrifon, without having fuftained die leaft damage. 

A circumftance which plainly confutes the rfotitm of 
’ Mr. 
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’'•BOO K Mr. Byng, that it was impra<!i);icable to jpen a conu 
t , ni'anication with the garrifon of St, Phi ip's. Next 
170a the hopes, of the befiegccl, which hal prognofLii 
cated a naval vidlory to the Brildh rquadrori, jii 
fpeedy relief to thetnfelves, and no lefs than capti- 
vity to the alfailants, were confiUerably damped by 
the appearance of the French fleer, which quietly 
returned to their ftatioo off the harbour of Mahon. 
That fame evening they were told by a defertcr, 
that the Englifh fleet had been worfled in an engage- 
ment by M. de la GalHibnniere ; and tl is informa- 
tion was foon confirmed by a general dlfcharge, or 
feu de joie, through the whole French caiip, to cele- 
brate the vidlory they pretended to hay; obtained. 
How little foever they had reafon to biafi: of any 
advantage in the aflion, the retreat of 1 he Englifh 
fqur.dron was undoubtedly equivalent to a vidlory ; 
for had Mr. Byng acquired and maintaiiied the fu- 
jjcrbrity at fea, the French forces, whirl' had been 
difertibarked in Minorca, would, m all probability, 
have been obliged to furrender prifoneis' of war to 
his Britannick Majctly. The cafe was low much 
altered in their favour ; their fqtuidron ciiifed about 
the ifland without molcflaiiun : and tliay iluily re- 
ceived, by means of their tranfports, remjbi cements 
of men and ammunition, as well as conllait fupplics 
of provifions. 

^ XVIII. The Englifli garrifon, howe 'er morti- 
fied at finding thenifelves thus abandonot , rclblved 
to acquit tliemfelves with gallantry in llie defence 
of the place, not without fome remaining 1 hope that 
the Engl;fli fquadron would be reinfiircet , and re- 
turn to their relief. In the mean time, the; fuflained 
and retorted the enemy’s fire with undaunted refo- 
lution. Xliey remounted cannon, the carriages of 
which had been difabled : they removed il ein occa- 
fionally to places from whence it was judged they 
could do the greateft execution: they i* paired 
bres^ghes^ reflored merlins, and laboured vith fur^ 

prifing 
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file nnincrous baitcries of the foe ; ■^hen their o/n- V. 
^irafiives, and even the panipels, wiVe demoliflicd, 
they (lood expofed not only to Ahe cannon and 
a®-tari, but alfo to the mulketry, which fired 
upon them, without ceafing, from the windows of 
the houfes in the town of St. Philip. By this time, 
tliey were invefted with an array of twenty thoufand 
men, and plied incellantly from fixty-two battering 
cannon, twenty-one mortars, and four howitzers, 
befrdcs the fmall arms ; neverthelefs, the lofs of men 
within the forirefs was very inconfulerablc, the 
garrifon being raoflly fecured in the fublervanean 
works, which wore impenetrable to fliells or fhot. 

By the twenty-fcventli day of June they had made a 
pradlicablc breach in one of the ravelins, and damag- 
ed the other outworks to fuch a degree, that they 
tletermincd this night to give a general aflault. 
Accordingly, between the hours of ten and clej'en, 
they advanced to the attack from all quarters on the 
land fide. At the fame time a flrong detachment, 
in armed boats, attempted to force the harbour, 
and penetrate into the creek, called St, Stephen’s 
Cove, to florm Fort Charles, and fecond the attack 
upon Fort Marlborough, on the farther fide of the 
creek, the moft detached of all the outworks. The 
enemy advanced with great intrepidity, and thcic 
commander, the Duke cle Richelieu, is laid to have 
led them up the works in perfon. Such an 
afFault could not but be attended with great flaugh- 
te.r ; they were mowed down, as they approached, 
with grape fhot and mulketry : and feve^l .mines 
were fprung with great effcdl, fo that the glacis was 
almoft covered with the dying and the dead. Nc- 
verthelefs, they pcrlevered with uncommon relblu- 
tion ; and, though repulfed on every-otlier fide, at 
length made a lodgement in the Queen’s redoubt, 
winch had been greatly damaged their cannon. 
Whether tlicir fucwls in this quarter was,^wing to 
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BOOK the weaknePs the place, or to the timidity of tij" 

^ , defender, certa^i it is, the enemy were in poHelRort 

before it was k^«own to the olltccrs of the garnfon 
for Lieutenant (Solonel Jeffries, the fccond in cog^'' 
mand, who had acquitted himlelf iincethe bcginnuig 
of the fiege with equal courage, Ikill, and activity, 
in his vifitation of this poft, was fuddenly furrounded 
and taken by a file of French grenadiers, at a time 
when he never dreamed they had made a lodgement. 
Major Cunningham, who accompanied him, met 
with a feverer fate, though he efcaped captivity : he 
was run through the arm with a nayonet, and the 
piece being difcharged at the fame time, fhattered 
the bones of his hand in fuch a manner, that he was 
maimed for life. In this fliocking condition he re- 
tired behind a traverfe, and was carried home to his 
quarters. Thus the Grovernor was deprived of his 
two principal afliflants, one being taken, and the 
oth<?r difabled. 

§ XIX. The enemy having made tUcmfelvea 
maffers of Anflruther's and the Queen’s redoubts, 
from wliich perhaps they might have been diflodged, 
had a vigorous effort been made for that purpofe, 
before they had leifure to fcciire tbemfelves, the 
Duke de Hiclilieu ordered a parley to be beat, in 
order to obtain permiflion to bury the dead, and 
remove the wounded. This rcqucfl was granted 
with more humanity than difcrction, inafmuch as the 
enemy took 'this opportunity to throw a reinforce- 
ment of men privately into the places where the 
lodgements had been made, and thefc penetrated 
into the..gallery of the mines which communicated 
with all the other outworks. During this fhort cef- 
fation, General Blakeney fummoned a council of 
war to deliberate upon the flate of the fort and gar- 
tifon ; and the majority declared for a capitulation. 
The works were in many places ruined ; the body 
of the caflle wag (battered •, many guns were dil- 
moupted* the probrafurea and pi^wpeW . demolifhed, 

the* 
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tfee pallifadoes broke in pieces, the g^rrifoh exliaufl- CH A.P. 
d with hard duty and inceflant watching, and j:he ^ / 

^enemy in pofleflion of the fubterraneln communica- 
''!(tipns. BefideSj the Governor had deceived infor- 
rit-aion from prifoners, that the PUke de Richelieu 
wks alarmed by a report that the Marfhal Duke de 
Belleifle would be fent to fuperfede him in the com- 
mand, and for that reafon would hazard another 
defperate allault, which it was the opinion of the 
majority the garrifon could not fuftain. Thefc con- 
liderations, added to the defpair of being relieved, 
induced him to demand a fcapitulation. But this 
meafure was not taken with the unanimous confent 
of the counfel. Some officers obferved, that the 
garrifon was very little diminifhed, and ftill in good 
fpirits ; that no breach was made in the body of the 
caftle, nor a Angle cannon credled to battq- in 
breach : that the lofs of an outwork was never deemed 
a fufficient reafon for furrendering fuch a forticfs : 
that the counterfeavp was not yet taken, nor, on 
account of the rocky foil, could be taken, except 
by aflault, which would cofl. the enemy a greater 
number than they h^cl loft in their late attempt : 
that they could not attack the ditch, or batter in 
breach, before the counterfearp fhould be taken, 
and even then they rauft have recourfe to galleries 
before they could pafs the fofle, which was furniflied 
with mines and countermines ; finally, they fug- 
gefted, that in all probability the Britifli fquadron 
would be reinforced, and foil back to their relief ; 
or, if it fhould not return, it was the duty of the 
Governor to defend the place to extremi.ty, without 
having any regard to the confequences. ^^lefe re- 
marks being over-ruled, the charaade was beat, a 
conference enfued, and very honourable conditions 
vrere granted to the garrifon, in confiibraTTon of the 
gallant defence they had made. This it . ra\i ft be 
owned was vigorous while it lafted, as • ac Y^rench 
General was faid tp have loft five’^oufoi.'d m^n in 
voi. Ill, Ll ' “ the- 
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V.OOII the li,'- c •, vli ij IS the lofs of the garnfon, which 
j futVh li (lio\t otK tUicc thoufand men, did not escccc^ 
•\,~u hnndRd. |rhc c apitulaliou imported, that the\ 
f, I '111 11 Ihould iii-iifh out with all the honours.^' 
wai, >mkI b'l! convir^cd bjf fca to Gibraltar. Tljiie 
h v.erc put in poficlHon of one gate, as well 
as Foit-C'luiles .ind Mailboroiigh redoubt: but the 
I'.iiglilh tioopj Kmamcd in the other woiks till the 
lesenth day of July, vs^litn they embarked. In the 
mean time recipiocal civilities palled between the 
commandos and ofhais of both nations. 

§ XX. The aitidcb of capitulation were no fooner 
executed, than Monheur de la Galiironniere failed 
back to Toulon, with all the prizes which had lain 
at anchor in the liaibourof Mahon, fince the fort of 
St. Philip was fiiti in-veficcl. In all probability, the 
faftpy of himfelf and his whole Iquadron was owing 
to this expeditious retreat ; for in a few (Jays after 
the fiiircnder of the fort. Sir lirtward Hawke’s fleet, 
augmented by live (hips of the line, which 'had been 
fent from Kngland, when the fiifl; tidings anived of 
Minoica’s being inaadcd, now made its appearance 
off the lilaud ; but by this time Gahllomiiere was 
leiired, and the Enghlh Admiral had the mortifica- 
tion to fee the PVcnch colours flying upon St. Philip’s 
taffie. What, perhaps, chagrined this gaflant offi- 
cer ftill more, he was not provided will; frigates. 
Hoops, and fniall craft to cruifc lound the iflaiid, and 
intercept the fupphes which were dally fent to the 
enemy. Had be reached Minorca fooner, he might 
have difeomfited the Fiench fquadron ; butihe could 
not Tiavie, raffed the fiege of St. Philip’s,' beoaufe 
the Duke de Richelieu had received his reinforce- 
ments, and fuch a train of artilleiy as no jfortifica- 
tion couldr-lot^ withfland. Indeed, if the garrifon 
had been conaderably leinforccd, and the commu- 
nicatiw»*««*h it opened by fca, the defence would 
luve heciv}iotr,y>lcd, and fo many vigorods falliea 

might 
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ir^ght have been made, that the Tlfailants would CIIAK 
i/ave had caufe to repent of iheir entej-prize. ' V, 

^ XXL When the news of this . conquefl. was 
brought to Verfailles, by the Cp-mt of Egmont, 
whom the Duke de Richelieu had difpatched for 
that purpofe, the people of France were tranfported 
with the moft extravagant joy. Nothing was feen 
but triumphs and proceffiona ; nothing heard but 
anthems, congratulations, and hyperbolical enco- 
miums upon the conqueror of Minorca, who was 
celebrated in a thoufand poems and fludied orations ; 
while the condu<Sl of the Englifh was vilified and 
ridiculed in ballads, farces, and pafquinades. No- 
thing more argues the degeneracy of a warlike nation 
than the pride of fuch mean triumph, for an advan- 
tage, which, in more vigorous times, would fcarce 
have been diflinguifhcd by the ceremony of 
Deum Laudamns. Nor is this childifh exultation# 
that difgraces the laurels of vidlory, confined to 'the 
kingdom of France. Truth obliges us to own, that 
even the fubjedls of Great-Bxitain are apt to be ele- 
vated by fuccefs into an illiberal infolence of felf- 
applaufc, and contemptuous comparifon. This mufi: 
be condemned as a proof of unmanly arrogance, 
and abfurd felf-conceit, by all thofe who coolly re- 
fledt, that the events of war generally, if not always, 
depend upon the genius or mifeonduft of one indi- 
vidual. The lofs of Minorca was feverely felt in 


England, as a national difgrace ; but, inflead of 
producing dejedlion and defpondence, it excited an 
univerfal clamour of rage and refentment, not 
againft Mr. Byng, who had retreated fijanfthe 
French fquadron ; but alfo in reproach of the admi- 
niftration, which was taxed with havinj negledted 
the fecurity of Minorca. Nay, fotM fpoliticians 
were inflamed into a fufpicion, that uus important 
place had been negatively betrayed into of 

the enemy,' that in cafe the arms^ Gi at-Britain 
fhould profper in "othet parts of the w't rld,«,.the 

t n a J'rench, 
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‘^0 0 K French King n'ight have fome fort of equivalent \ 

IfR reftore for the • onquefts which flioulcl be abandone 1 
at the peace. This notion, however, feems to havci 
been conceived ^rom prejudice and party, which now 
began to appear .vith the moll acrimonious af^d, 
not only throughout the united kingdoms In general, 
but even in the Sovereign’s councils. I 

^ XXII. Sir Edward Hawke, being dilappointed 
in his hope of encountering La GaliiTonpierc, and 
relieving the Englilh garrifon of St. Philip s, at leaft 
aflerted the empire of Great-Britain in tha Mediter- 
ranean, by annoying the commerce of the enemy, 
and blocking up the fquadron in the Harbour of 
Toulon. Underftanding that the Auftriar Govern- 
ment at Leghorn had detained an Englifh privateer, 
and imprifoned the Captain, on pretence that he had 
violated the neutrality of the port, he detached 
two fliips of war, to infift, in a peremptory manner, 
on Ahe releafe of the (hip, efTcdls, crew, and Cap- 
tain 5 and they thought proper to comply with his 
demand, even without waiting for orders from the 
Court of Vienna. The perfon in whofe behalf the 
Admiral thus interpofed, was one I'ortunatus 
Wright, a native of Liverpool ; who, though a 
flranger to a fea-life, had, in the lall w ir, equip- * 
ped a privateer, and didinguilhed himfelf in fuch a 
manner, by his uncommon vigilance ard valour, 
that, if he had been indulged with a comr land fuit- 
able to his genius, be would have defervud as ho- 
nourable a place in the annals of the navy, as that 
which the French have bellowed upon thei.r boafled 
Guai-Trouin, Du Bart, and Thurot. An uncom- 
mon excruon of fpirit was the occafion of his being 
detained at diis jundlure. While he lay at anchor in 
the harboy. of Leghorn, Commander cf the St. 
George pnv;^^' of Liverpool, a fmall fhip of twelve 
guns jind.yighty men, a large French xebeque, 
mounted w th fixteen .cannon, and nearly ttiree times 
the number of •liis complement, -chofe her fiatibn in 
7 view 
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lew of the harbour, in order to interrupt the Bri-cilAt*. 
afh commerce. The gallant Wr'Jght could *not ^ 
endure this infult : notwilhflanding/die enemy’s fu- 175^ 
periority in metal and number of -lien, he weighed 
ahehor, hoifled his falls, engaged him within Tight 
of the fliore, and after a very obflinate difpute, in 
which the Captain, Lieutenant, and above three fcore 
of the men belonging to the xebeque were killed on 
the foot, he obliged them to Iheer-ofF and returned 
to the harbour in triumph. This brave corfair 
would, no doubt, have hgnalifed himfelf by many 
other exploits, had he not, in the fequel, been over- 
taken in the midd of his career by a dreadful dorm, 
in which the lliip foundering, he and all his crew 
periflied. 

§ XXIII. Sir Edward Hawke, having fcoured the 
Mediterranean, and infulted the enemy’s ports' re- 
turned with the homeward-bound trade to Gibraltar; 
from whence, about the latter end of the yeaf, he 
fet fail for England with part of his fquadion, leav- 
ing the red in that bay, for the protedion of (jur 
commerce, which, in thofe parts, foon began to fufler 
extremely from French privateers, that now fwarmed 
in the Mediterranean. General Blakcney had arrived 
with the garrifon of Minorca, at Bortfmouth, in 
the month of November, and been received with 
expreffions of tumultuous joy ; everyplace through 
which he pafled celebrated his return with bonfires, 
illuminations, bell-ringing, and acclamations ; every 
mouth was opened in Ins praife, extolling him for 
the gallant defence he had made in the caflle 
Philip. In a word, the people’s vcnejiRflbn for 
jBlakeney increafed in proportion to tlieirabliorrcncc 
of Byng : the firfl. was lifted into an idst'Vof admira- 
tion, while the other funk into an abjed t^ reproach; 
and they were viewed at clifferenfcmt.} of a falfe 
perfpedlive, through the medium of and 

palEon ; of a pciifpei^ive artfullj^cont ^i^ed, and 
applied by certain mimfters for the purpol s of Jclf-^ 

^ Vinterefl. 
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BOOKinterefl. and clef eit. The Sovereign is faid to haV'* 

, , been influenced by the prepoflclfion of the v 

iTi^ Mr. Blakency 'met with a gracious reception froiU' 
his Majetly, wll-^ raifed him to the rank of an Iriili 
' Baron, in conflagration of liis faithful fervicss, 
while fome malcontents murmured at this mark of 
favour, as an unreafonable facriflee to popular mif- 
apprehenfion. 

^ XXIV. In the beginning of the year, the mea- 
fures taken by the Government in England feem to 
have been chiefly didlated by the dread of an inva- 
fion, from which the minifters did not think them- 
felves fecured by the guard-fliips and cruifers on 
different parts of the coafl, or the Handing army of 
the kingdom, though feinforced by the two bodies 
of German auxiliaries. A conficlerable number of 
newrtroops was levied ; the fuccefs in recruiting was 
not only promoted by the land-holders throughout 
the •kingdom, who thought their eftates ■Cvere at 
Hake, and for that reafon encouraged their depen- 
dents to engage in the fervice ; but alfo in a great 
meafure owing to a dearth of corn, which reduced 
the lower clafs of labourers to fuch diflrefs, that 
fome infurredlions were raifed, and many inlillccl 
with a view to obtain a livelihood, wdiich otherwife 


they could not earn. New fhips of war were builr, 
and daily put in coramiflion ; but it was found im- 
pradlicable to man them, without having reconrfe to 
the odious and illegal pradlice of impreiflng lailors, 
which mud always be a reproach to every free peo- 
Notwithftanding large bounties, granted by the 
govirm.wi^nt to volunteers, it was found neceflary to 
lay an embargo upon all fliipping, and imprefs all 
the feamen'Vhat could be found, without any regard 
to former ^ oledions ; fo that all the merchant Ihips 
were Arippc’^^'^cir hands, and foreign commerce 
for wholly fufpended. Nay, the expedi- 

ent of compelling men into the fervice was carried 
IfQ an,uniuual (lc.gree of oppreffion j (or rewards were 

publickly 



GEORGE n. 5j[g 

'publickly ofTcrcd to thole who Hioul^l difcover where CHAP, 
•any llMinen hiy concealed : fo that ih^jfe unhappy peo- ’ 
pie were in foinc refpciRs treated like felons, dragged 
iVqni their families and counc\ion)i’'to confinement, 
mutilation, and death, ami totally cut olf from the 
enjoyment of tliat liberty, which, perhaps, at the ex- 
pence of their lives, their own arms had helped to 
preferve, in favour of their vingratefiil country ^ , 

§ XXV. About eighty Ihipiof the line and three- 
fcore frigates were already equipped, and confider- 
able bodies of land-forces ailembled, when, on the 
third day of Febiuary, a proclamation was iflued, 
requiring all officers, civil and military, upon the 
firft appearance of any hofiilc attempt to land upon 
the coaits of the kingdom, immediately to caide .all 
horfes, oxen, or cattle, which might be fit for tlraiight 
or burthen, and not actually employed in the king's 
fervice, or in the defence of the country, and aUb 
(fo far as might be prai'dicable) all other cattles and 
provifijns, to be driven and removed twenty miles 
at leatt from the jilacc where fuch hoflile attempt 
fhould be made, and to fecure the fame, fo as that 
they might not fall into the hands or power of thofe 
who fliould make fuch attempt : regard being had, 
however, that the refpebtive owners fhoukl lull'er as 
little damage as tpight be confiftent with the pubiick 
fafety, 

§ XXVI. As the minitlry were determined to 
make their chief efforts againft the enemy in North 
America, where the firft holiihtics had been com- 
mitted, and where the ftrongeft imprcflion couldj^ 


* A l tliii juncture’, .i nmnber of imblu.k-j]jiiilB(i^Ioithaiit3 of ttu- 
city of tjiiuioii, and ollicrs, toiioeil tneniselMo in i laiuldlelc asbo- 
ciatioii, niidcr ilu' njine of tliu M.uim’ l^ocictj, aud-’tlouliibuted coiibi- 
dcr.dile ■jiiiTib of money for fujuipimifs Muti oi])li,ms/a^cndle£'i, anti foi- 
lornbo).<i, as wiic wdbup, to tujj.ipu in the navy, in 

roiisctiiHiic), of ihib esccilcnl pLio, wbith wa’ fv'a'-f J ullli equal coal 
and dibciction, m.iiiy iboiisaiid . weio lObCucd iioni .'m «^.>!*qi<l rondet-' 
cd useful nieinbeis id' tli.it society, of nhkb they mi"‘y Lve been tho 
bjtnc aud repioacli, yvittj.out thib huiuaueiutcTj^siuon.l,* 

madr. 
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B 0.0 K ill the year one tyouninil feven Imnclrcil .ind i 
whsiij in time of' profound pear-’, withoul :mj 
‘"irrlli, of war, witlinut any previous noliee ; 
application made, a bo<iy of l''reiich tri 


fry- four 
do< lai.i-J 
1^,1 wn, or 
) 


j) . cum- 


inanded by an offidfer bearing the French Kii g’o coiii- 
miffion, attacked in an huflile manni., 1 ', uid took 
pofleflion of an Englifli fort on tlie iivci Oliio, in 
North-America : Thai great naval annanicnts weie 
prepared in the ports of France, and a cot iiderable 
body of French troops embarked for that country ; 
That although the French \tnbaflador was font 
back to England with Ipecious profcflions of a dc- 
fne to accommodate thefe diderences, it appeared 
their real defign was only to amufe and gain time for 
the paflage of thefe fupplies and rc-info cements, 
which they hoped would fecure the fuperiotity of the 
Frenrch foices in America, and enable then, to carry ’ 
their ambitious and oppreflive projefds iirp execu- 
tion A That in confequence of the jufl. and necclfary 
mcafuros taken by the King of Great-B itain for 
preventing the fuccefs of fuch a dangerous defign, 
the French Ambattador was immediately recallccl 
from England, the fortification.s of Dunkirk were 
enlarged, great bodies of troops marched down to 
the fea-coafts of France, and the Britilh diminiona 
threatened with an invafion : That though the King 
of England, in order to frufiratc thefe intentions, 
had given orders for feizing at fca the flii ig of the 
French King and his fubjedls, yet he had hitherto 
contented himlelf with detaining thofe fliipg which 
been taken, and preferving their cargo eg entire, 
ivittuJrj>jljpceeding to confifeation ; but it being at 
]aft evideii^x from the hoftile invafion of Minorca, 
that tlie of Verfiiillcs was determined to rejedl 
all propofalffi of accommodation, and earn on the 
war with violence, his Britaunicl Majefly 

fould confiltently w’ith the honour of his 

crown, and Ihe welfare of his fubjedls, remain withip 
|hofc boifilUs, which, from a defiit of peac^ he had 
J ' ' ^litUcrti^ 
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hitherto obfcrvecl. A denunciation of wni f’ollovfed CH A?, 
in the ufual form, and was concluded with an 
aflurance, that all the French fubjefts rcliding 
Grcat-Britain and Ireland, whofiiould demean them- 
felvcs dutifully to the gov'en/tnent, might depend 
upon its protedion, and be fafe in their perfons and 
etfeds. 

^ XXVIII. In the beginning of June the French 
King declared war in his turn againll his Briianniclc 
Majelly, and his declaration was couched in terms of 
uncommon afperity. He artfully threw a lluide over 
the beginning of hoftilitics in North-America, re- 
ferring to a memorial which had been delivered to 
the feveral courts of Europe, containing a fummary 
of thofe fads which related to the prefent war, and 
the negociaiions by which it had been preceded. 

He infilled on the attack made by the King of Eng- 
land, in the year one thoufand feven hundred and 
lifty-four, on the French polleflions in North* A.mc- 
lica : and afterwards by the Englilh navy on the 
navigation and commerce of the J''rcnch fubjeds, 
in contempt of the law of nations, and diied viola- 
tion of treaties. He complained that, the French 
foldiers and failors underwent the liarlhell treatment 
in the Britifli ifles, exceeding thofe bounds which are 
pveferibed to the moft vigorous rights of war, by the 
law of nature, and common Iminanity, He af- 
firmed, that while the Englilli miniliry, under the 
appearance of lincerily, impolcd upon the French 
Ambaflador with fiilfc proicflations, others diame- 
trically oppofite to thelc deceitful aliurances^if'^Ws" 
fpeedy accommodation were actually into| 

execution in North- America : That w^c the Court 
of London employed every caballing 4'^, and fquan- 
riered away the fubfidies of Engl^^)» to inliigate 
other powers againfl; France, Chriltian 

Majefty did not even aJk of theie p'.' il^Trathc luc- 
cours which auarantccs aud defenfive f'lsiuicsauiho-j 

. vded 
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ttOOK rifed hiai to demand: but recommended to them. 
. ; fuel* meafures only as tended to their own peace and 

fecuiity : That while the Englifli navy, by the mofl. 
odious violences, and fomctiines by the vilell artifices 
made captures of French veflels, navigating in full 
fecurity under the fafeguard of publick faith, his 
Mofi. Chriflian Majefly rcleafed an Engldh frigate 
taken by a French fquadron ; and Bntifli velicls 
traded to the ports of France without moleflation. 
That the ftriking contrafl. formed by thefe different 
methods of proceeding would convince all Europe, 
that one court was guided by motives of Jealoufy, 
ambition, and avarice, and that the condudl of the 
other was founded on piinciplcs of honour, juflice, 
and moderation ; That the vague imputations con- 
tained in the King of England’s declaration, had 
in reality no foundation ; and the very manner in 
which they were fet foith would prove theif futility 
and falfehood ; That the mention made of the works 
at Dunkirk, and the troops afiemblcd on the coafis 
of the ocean, implied the moft grofs attempt to de- 
ceive mankind into a belief that thefe were the 
points which determined the King of England to 
ilfue orders for feizing the French veflels whereas 
the works at Dunkirk were not begun till after two 
French (hips of war had been taken by an 'Englifli 
fquadron ; and depredations had been committed fix 
months upon the fubjedts of France before the lirfl 
battalions began their march for the fea fide. In a 
jvor d, the moft Chriftian King, laying afide that po- 
decorum on which his people value ihem- 
felves aooVeiAll the nations upon the face of the earth, 
very roundl^jtaxes his brother Monarch’s adminiftra- 
lion with pif^y, perfidy, inhumanity, and deceit. 
A charge in fuch reproachful terms, 

againft one ^ a the mofl rcfpcdlable crowned heads 
in EuriJJje^v j.ll appear the more extraordinary and 
injurious, confider that the accufers were well 
^equaiflted with the falfity of their own imputations. 
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■'and at the fame time confeious oi having practifed c II AR . 

thole very arts which they aflecSted fo much to decry. ' 

For after all, it mud be allowed, that nothing 
could be juflly urged againft the Englilh govern- ‘ 
ment, with relpe6t to France, -except the omiHion 
bf a mere form, which other nations might inter- 
pret into an irregularity, but could not conftrue into 
perfidious dealing, as the French had previoully 
violated the peace by their infolence and encroach- 
ments. 

§ XXIX. Whatever might have been the opinion 
of other nations, certain it is, tlie fubjects of Great- 
Britain heartily approved of the hoftilities com- 
mitted and intended againft a people, whom they 
have always confidered as their natural enemies, 
and the incendiaries of Europe. They chearfully 
contributed to the expence of armaments’*? and 
feemed to approve of their deftination, in hopes of 
being able to wipe oft' the difgraces they had fuf- 
tained in the defeat of Braddock, and the lofs of 
Minorca. The laft event made a deep imprelTion 
upon the minds of the community. An addrefs was 
prefented to the King by the Lord-Mayor, Aider- 
men, and Common- Council of London, containing 
llrong hints to the difadvantage of the minillry. 

They exprelTed their apprehenlion, that the lofs 
of the important fortrefs of St. Philip and illand of 
Minorca, pofleffions of the utmofi confequence to 
the commerce and naval flrength of Great-Britain, 
without any attempt by timely and eftedlual fuccours 
to prevent or defeat an attack, after fuch early 
of the enemy’s intentions, and when his-M:^ity’s 
navy was fo evidently fuperior to thei^, would be 
,an indelible reproach on the honour the Britilli 

* Immediately after the declaration of flench ships and 

caraoea which had been taheii were ttied, aim [ideinned as le.> il 
prizes, exposed to pubhek sale, and their produce J.'i .,i the Bank t 
but in what raamier this money, amounting to n ia'sic sum, was dis- 
Uibuted or employed, we have uot been able to tUscovcr.t 

'nation. 
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;^0 0 K nation. Tlicy expatiated upon the imminent dim- 
, ger trt wliich the Britifli poIILillons in Aineric a were 
expofed, hy the Jtiiftnanagcment and delays which 
had attended the defence of thole invaluable colo- 
nies, the object of the prefent war, the principal 
Iburcc of the wealth and llrcngth of thefe kin adorns. 
Tliey lamented the want of a conflitiitionul well- 
regulated militia, the moft natural and certain de- 
fence againll all invaders whatfoever. They figni- 
lied their hope, that the authors of the late lolles and 
clifappointments would be detedled, and brought to 
condign punifhment ; that his MajeHy’s known in- 
tentions of protebling and defending his fubjefts in 
their rights and pofteliions might be fdithfu ly and 
vigoroudy carried into execution ; and the large 
liipplies fo necetlarily demanded, and fo ch:arfully 
granteid, might be relioioufly applied to the defence 
of tliefe kingdoms, their colonies, and their com- 
merce, ^ as well as to the annoyance of their invete- 
rate and perfidious enemies, the only furc means of 
obtaining a lading and honourable peace. In 
anfwer to this addrefs the King afllircd them, that 
he would not fail to do juftice upon any pcrdtns who 
Ihould have been wanting in their duty to him and 
their country, to inforce obedience and rlifei dine in 
his fleets and armies ; and to fupport the authority 
and refpet-l due to his government, llemonflrances 
of the fame kind were prefented by different counties 
and corporations ; and the populous clamoured aloud 
for enquirv and juflice. 

•^%KXX. The liid victim ofiered to the enraged 
ftiiiltitluTP^wis the unfortunate General Fow^e, who 
liatl been D'puly-Govcrnor of Gibraltar, and be- 
haved with r&ark.iblc condudl and integritj in the 
exercife of v^'at i^ortant office, till that period, 
when he fcir,Tfflu» the difpleafure of the govern- 
ment. .He 1^4 now brought to trial before a board 
of generil ofliccrs, and accufed of having clifobeyed 
the orders So had received from the^Sccretary at war 

in 
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'In three fucccillve letters*', touching the relief ofCHAl'. 
'Minorca. Mr. Fowke alltf<lgcd in his own defence ^ 
that the orders were conruied and contradic%ry, 
and implied a dilcretionary power : that the whole 
number of his ganifon did nor exceed two tliou- 
land lix hundred men, after lie had Ipared two hun- 
dred 


* To Liens. Gi 71 . Fonkc, or, in hh ul'sencc, in ilic Conmanuer in Ll.kf 
in Ins Majesty's gatrisou of Gikultar. 

STR, Triir-{)J/ict\ March 21, 17 i(j. 

T am commanded to acquaint j-ou, that it is his AfajcMy’s pie.,-. 
sure that you iccrive into yoiir pjsrrison. Lord Rolicit IleiliVt, icei- 
jiient. 10 do duty there : and in caac \on should apprehend that the 
I'ltiicli intend to make any alteni|it upon liis hl.ijcsly’s island of 
jNlinoic.i, it IS his AlajcsIyS pleasure, that you make a dslacliinent 
out ut the troops in your paiiisou eqii.il to a battalion, to be coin- 
tnaiided by a Lieuten'aiit-t'olniicl and Majorj such Lieuteiiam C'olomi 
and Major to be the eldest in your gairisnii, to be put oi board 
the fleet for the relief of Minorca, as the Adinnal shall think expedient, 
who is to cariy them to the said islnnd. 1 am. 

Your humble servant, > B. 

T» Lieut. Gc«. Fowke, or in hh uhunce, io the Commander in Chitf 
at Uibialut. 

SIR, Tfiir-Office, M.orch 2(5, l/afi. 

I am commanded to acquaint you, that it is his Majesty’s pleasure, 
in case the island of Minorca should be in any likelihood of bciiijr at- 
larked, that yon make a detachment from the tiuops in your garrison 
equal to a baltaliini, conmvanded by a Lieulcnaut-Colouel and Major, 
for the rrUef of that pl.tce, lo be put on board tlie fleet, at the dispo- 
sition of the Ailuilial ; such Licuienant-Colouel and Major to be the 
eldest in your garrison. 


To Lieut. Oen. Fovvke, or, in his ahsence, to the ComsnanJer in Chief 
in his Majesty’s garrison tn GibialUir. 

SIR, JFw-Qffice, April 1, 17 o6. 

. IT is hisMaje«tv’s pleasure, that you reecne into vour gatijs^~ 
tbe svomeii and children bcluugiug to Lord Robert ljcrusij(?segi- 
nient. ^ " 


k 

To Lieut, Gen. Fowke, or, the Commander in Ch"/ at Gibraltar- 
SIR, jrai-OJpee, -llay 12, 

1 wrote to you by General Steward : ifajial ouf-Ii is not coiiqilied 
with, then you are now to make a deiachinctK bundled men 

out of your own regimetU and (fuise's ; and also auMher detachment 
out of rnlteiicv’s and I'annimc’s rcghnc.uts, and send them on buaid 
the fleet for the relief of Mahon. But if dm older has been emn- 

pUeU 
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BOOK^red and feventy-five to the fliips cotnmajnded 
III. Mr^ Edgecumbe ; that the ordinary chity of the 1 
garrifon requiring eight hundred men, thp whole 
' number was not fufficient for three reliefs ; that, if 
he had detached a battalion on board the fleet, he 
fliould not have had above two reliefs, att a time 
when he believed the place was in danger of being 
attacked, for good reafons, which he did r ot think 
himfelf at liberty to mention ; that his orders being 
doubtful, he held a council of war, which was of 
opinion, that as undoubted intelligence was received 
of the French army’s being landed at Minorca, to 
the number of between thirteen and fixteemhoufand 
men, and that a French fquadron of fixtifen fhips 
was ftalioned off the harbour, the fending j detach- 
ment equal to a battalion from Gibraltar vjould be 
an incftedlual fupply for the relief of the pl^ce, and 
a weakning of the gariifon from which they muft be 
fent.' He obferved, that fuppoling the orders to 
have been pofitive, and feven hundred tnen de- 
tached to Minorca, the number remaining at 
Gibraltar would not have exceeded one jhoufand 
five hundred and fifty-fix: a dcdiidiion W feven 
hundred more, according to the order of May the 
twelfth, would have left a remainder of eight hun- 
dred and fifty-fix : that the men daily on duty in 
the garrifon, including artificers and labourers in 
the King’s works, amounted to eight hun fired and 


thirty-nine; fo that if he had complied 


with the 


orders as they arrived, he would not have had more 


feventeen men over and above the 


number 


plied wllh, tli«" you are to male only one detachment of seven liun* 
dred men, to'^e commanded by anotlicr Lieutenant-(!!oloael and 
Majni, and to sjjad it to Mahon; and you aie aUo to detain all suoli 
entpty vessels as Full come into your harbour, and to keen Ihem in rca- 
dinett for any fuSjher tmm>ortatioii of tioops. I have bied his Royal 
Highneb!) the Dc* soao^Iluinberland’s conimandb, to desire that you 
will keep your gi^iison as alert as possible, duiing this critical time, 
and pjvc such other assistance as may bo in your power Sir the relief 
of Minorca ; uking caicj however, not to fatigue or endanger your 
own gai/tbonr ' 


'ncccflary 
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'.icceflary for the daily work of the parrifon ; thus c II A p.’ 
the important fortrcfs of Gibraltar mud, at *this V, 
critical conjiiniiure, have been lef-t almofl naked 173^ 
and dcfencclefs to the attempts of the enemy ; and 
had thofe detachments been aflually fc-nt abroad, it 
afterwards appeared that they could not have been 
landed on the idand of Minorca. The order tranf- 
mitted to General Fowke to detain all empty vcflels, 
for a further tranfportation of troops, feems to have 
been fuperfluous ; for it can hardly be fuppoled lie 
could have occadon for them, unlefs to embark the 
whole garrifon, and abandon the place. It iceins 
likewife to have been iinnecellliry to exhort the Ge- 
neral to keep bis garrifon as alert as pofiible, during 
that critical time ; inafmuch as k would have been 
impoffiblc for the men to have enjoyerl the IcJl repofe 
or intermiilion of duty, had the orders been ]?unc- 
tually and literally obeyed. What other affifiance it 
might have been in the Governor’s power to* give 
for the relief of Minorca, or in what manner he 
could avoid fatiguing his garrifon, while there was 
an iropoffibility of relieving the guards, it is not eafy 
to comprehend. Be that as it may, when the trial 
was finilhed, and the queftion ))ut to acquit or fuf- 
pend for one year, the court was eciually divided ; 
and in fuch cafes the calling vote being veiled in 
the prefident, he threw it into the fcale againft the 
prifoner, whom his Majefty thought dt to difmifs 
from his fervice. 

^ XXXI. The expedlation of the publick was 
' now eagerly turned towards America, the chie/, if' 
not the foie feene of our military opera,tioil 5 . On 
the twenty-fifih day of June, Mr. Abercrombie 
arrived at Albany, the frontier of New-York, and 
alluraed the command of the fori;cs there allcmblcd, 
confjlling of tw'o regiments whicii'had.fervtd under 
Braddock, two battalions raifej in America, two 
regiments now tvanfported from -lingland^ four in- 
dependent companies which had i)i.en many years 

VOL. m. M u ; maintained 
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B O o-K maintained in Ncw-York, the New-Jerfe|jr regiment,!* 

^ four companies levied in North-Carol na, and a 
body of provincial forces raifed by the jovernment 
of New-England. Thofe to the fouthwsrdj includ- 
ing Pennfylvania, Maryland, and Virginia, had not . 
yet determined on any regular plan of| operation, i 
and were moreover hard prefled in defc rding theii 
weftern frontier from the French and In lians, who, 
in fkulking parties, made fudden irrujtions upon 
their unguarded fettlements, burning, plundering, 
and maflacnng with the mod favage inhumanity. 
As for South Carolina, the proportion of negro- 
ilaves to the number of white inhabits ,nts was fo 
great in that colony, that the governmen : could not, 
with any regard to the fafety of the pro rince, fpare 
any ysinforceraent for the general enterprize. The 
plan of this undertaking had been fcttledl in the pre- 
ceding year in a council of war, held at New-York. 
There it was refolved to attack the fort )f Niagara, 
fituated between the lakes Ontario and E ie, in order 
to cut off the communication between Canada and 
Louifiana, and prevent the French from fupporting 
their newfortrefles on the Ohio; to reduce Ticon- 
deroga and Crown-Point, fo that the frontier of 
New-York might be delivered from th< danger of 
an invafion, and Great-Britain becomi! mafler of 
the lake Champlain, over which the firces might 
be tranfported in any future attempt : to befiege 
Fort Du Quefne upon the Ohio ; and to detach a 
body of troops by the river Kennebec, .0 alarm the 
capital of Canada. This plan was too < xtenfive for 
the number of troops which had been pr epared : the 
fcafon was*Vtoo far advanced before the regiments 
arrived from England, the different cilonies were 
divided m theij^^pinions, and Mr. Abercrombie 
pofiponed the execution of any impor ant fcheme 
till the .arrival of Lord Loudoun, who was daily ejc- 
pecled. r The reafons that delved th ; reinforce- 
inenri and derai-ned his lordfhip fo long , we do not* 

pretend 
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pretend to explain ; though we may be allowed to Cii At*, 
oblcrve, that many fair opportunities have bceif loft, ^ 7 - , 
by the negled. and procraftination of an Englifh mi- lysST 
niftry. Certain it is, the unaccountable delay of this ' 
armament rendered it ufelefs for a whole yeSir, af- 
forded time and leifure to the enemy to take their 
' precautions againfl any fubfequent attack, and, in 
the mean time, to proceed unmolefted in diftreffing 
the Britifti fettlements. Even before this period, 
they had attacked and reduced a fraall port in the 
country of the Five Nations, occupied by twenty- 
five Englifhmen, who were cruelly butchered to a 
man, in the midfl of tliofe Indians whom Great- 
Britajn had long numbered among her allies. 

§ XXXII. Soon after this expedition, having re- 
ceived intelligence that a confiderable convoy of pro- 
vifions and ftores, for the garrifon of Ofwego, Vould 
in a little time fet out from Scheneeftady, and be 
conveyed in batteaux up the river Onondaga^ they 
formed an arabufeade among the woods and thickets 
on the north fide of that nver ; but underftanding 
the convoy had pafled before they reached the place, 
they refolved to wait the return of the detachment. 

Their defign, however, was fruftrated by the vigi- 
lance and valour of Colonel Bradftreet, who expelled 
fuch an attempt, and had taken his meafures accord- 
ingly. On the third day of July, while he Hemmed 
the ftream of the river, with his batteaux formed 
into three divifions, they were falutcd with the Indian 
war-whoop, and a general difeharge of mufquetry 
from the north fhore. Bradftreet immediately or- 
dered his men to land on the oppofil^ bank, and 
with a few of the foremoft took pofreflion of a fmall 
iflandj where he was forthwith attacked by a party 
of the enemy, who had forded the river for that 
pnvppfe; but thefe were foon rcljulfcd. Another 
body having pafled a mile higher, he advanced to 
tliem at the head of two hundred 'men, and fell upon 
theraj fword in hSnd, with fucU vigour, that many 
were killed on the fpot, and the veil driven into thn 
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BOOK '’iver wirh fnch precipitation, that a cdnlulerablc 
nuneber of iliem were drowned. Having received 
information that, a third body of them had paflcd 
at a ford lldl higher, he marched thither without 
hefittftion, and purfued them to the other iide, where 
they were entirely routed and difperfed. In this 
adlion, which lafted near three hours, abc ut feventy/ 
of the batteau men were killed or wounded, but the 
enemy lofl. double the number killed, and above fe- 
venty taken prifoners. In all probability the whole 
detachment of the French, amounting to feven hun- 
dred men, would have been cut off, had not a heavy 
rain interpofed, and difabled Colonel Braddreei from 
following his blow ; for that fame night he was jomed 
by Captain Patten with his grenadiers, in his march 
from Oneida to Ofwego, and next morning rein- 
forced with two hundred men, detached to his af- 
liflance from the garrifon of Ofwego ; bat by this 
time •'the rivulets were fo fwelled by the n.in, that it 
was found impradlicablc to purfue the enemy through 
the woods and thickets. Patten and his grenadiers 
accompanied the detachment to Ofwego, vdiile Brad- 
llrcet purfued his voyage to Schenethdy, from 
whence he repaired to Albany, and communicated 
to General Abercrombie the intelligence he had re- 
ceived from the prifoners, that a large body of the 
enemy were encamped on the eallern fide c f the lake 
Ontario, provided with artillery, and all other im- 
plements to beliege the fort of Ofwego. 

§ XXXIII. In confequence of this information, 
Major-General Webb was ordered to held himfelf 
in readwefs^to march with one regiment to the relief 
of that garnfon ; but, before they could bo provided 
with neccUaries, the Earl of Loudoun arrived at the 
head- quarters at Albany, on the twenty- ninth day 
of July. The army at this time is faid to have 
contilted of regular troops to the number of two 
- thoufand fix hundred, about feven thoufand pro- 
vincials, fuppofed to be in readifiefs to march from 

Fort- 
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i''’ori- William-Henry, under the command of Ge-cil 
neral Window, over and above a confidcrable Aum- ^ 
her of batteau- men at Albany and Schenedfady, 

Tile garrifon at Ofwego amounted to fourteen hun- 
dred foldiers, befides three hundred workmen and 
failort!, either in the fort, or polled in fmall parlies 
between the fort and place called Burnet’s Field, to 
fecure a fafe palfage through the country of the Six 
Nations, upon whofe friendlhip there was no longer 
any reliance. By the heft accounts received of the 
enemy’s force, they had about three thoufand men 
at Crown-Point and Ticonderoga upon the lake 
Champlain : but their chief ftrengtli was collcded 
upon the banks of the lake Ontario, where their 
purpofe undoubtedly was to reduce the Englifh fort 
at Ofwego. The immediate objedt, therefore, of 
Lord Loudoun’s attention was the relief tJf this 
place ; but his defign was ftrenuoufly oppofed by the 
province of New-York, and other northern govern- 
ments, 'who were much more intent upon the reduc- 
tion of Crown-Point. p,nd the fecuricy of their own 
frontiers, which they apprehended was connedled 
with this conqueft. They infilled upon Winfiow’s 
being joined by forae regiments of regular troops 
before he fhould march againft this fortrefs ; and 
ftipulatcd that a body of referve Ihould be detained 
at Albany, for the defence of that frontier, in cafe 
Winflow Ihould fail in his enterprize, and be de- 
feated. At length they agreed, that the regiment 
which Mr. Abercrombie bad deflined for that pur- 
pofe fhould be detached for the relief of Ofwego : 
and on the twelfth day of Augutl IVIajor-General 
Webb began his march with it from Albany i but on 
his arrival at the Carrying place, between the Mo- 
hock’s river and Wood’s creek, he received the dif- 
agreeable news that Ofwego was taken, and the gar- 
rllbn> made prifoners of war. Mr. Webb, appre- 
hending himfclf in danger of being attacked by the . 
befieging army," began immediaidy to* reader the 
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Book creek impaflable, even to canoes, by ft.lling trees,' 

, and trhiowing them into the flieam ; while the enc- 
17^ my, ignorant of his numbers, and apprehenfive of a 
like vifitation from him, took the very fame me- 
thod pf preventing his approach : in confequenec 
of this appiehenfion, he was peimittcd to retire un- 
molefled. 

§ XXXIV. The lofs of the two fmall foits, called 
Ontario and Ofwego, was a conliderablc national 
misfortune. They were eredled on the fouth fide 
of the gieat lake Ontario, ftanding on the oppofite 
fides, at the mouth of the Onondago nver, that dif- 
charges itfelf into the lake, and conflituted a pofl: of 
great importance, where vcflels had been built, to 
cruize upon the lake, which is a kind of inland fea, 
and interrupt the commerce as well as the motions 
and dtfigns of the enemy. The garrifon, as we have 
already obferved, confifted of fourteen hundred men, 
chiefly militia and new-raifed recruits, under the 
command of Lieutenant-Colonel Mercer, an oflicer 
of courage and experience t but the fituation of the 
forts was very ill chofen j the materials moftly tim- 
ber or logs of wood ; the defences wretchedly con- 
trived, and unfinifhed; and, in a word, the place 
altogether untenable againft any regular approach. 
Such were the foits which the enemy wifely refolved 
to reduce. Being under no apprehenfion for Crown - 
Point, they aflcmbled a body of troops, conflfling 
of thirteen hundred regulars, feventcen hundred 
Canadians, and a confiderable number of Indian 
auxiliaries, under the command of the Marquis de 
Montcalm, ^ a vigilant and enterprifing officer, to 
whom the condudl of the fiege was entrufted by the 
Marquis de Vaudreuil, Governor and Lieutenant- 
General of Kew-France. The firft ftep taken by 
Montcalm was to block up Ofwego by water with 
two large armed veflcls, and poft a ftrong body of 
Canadians oh the road between Albany ana the forts, 
to cut all communication of futcour and intelli- 
9 gence. 
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gfencc. Tn the mean time, he embarked his artil-cpAl», 
lery and flores upon the lake, and landed thern in , ■ , * 

the bay of Nixouri, the place of general rendezvous. 

At another creek, within half a league of Ofwcgo, 
he eredted a battery for the protedlion of his veflcls, 
and on the twelfth day of Augufl, at midnight, 'after 
his difpofitions had been made, he opened tlie 
trenches before Fort- Ontario. The garrifon having 
fired away all their ftiells and ammunition, fpiked 
up the cannon, and deferring the fort, retired next 
day acrofs the river into Ofwego, which was even 
more expofed than the other, efpecially w'hen the 
enemy had taken poflellion of Ontario, from whence 
they immediately began to fire without intermiffion. 

Colonel Mercer being, on the thirteenth, killed by a 
cannon ball, the fort deflitute of all cover, the offi- 
cers divided in opinion, and the garrifon in epnfu- 
fion, they next day demanded a capitulation, and 
furrendered prifoners of war, on condition thal^they 
fhould be exempted from plunder, conduflc’d to 
Montreal, and treated with humanity. Thefe con- 
ditions, however, the Marquis did not punctually 
obferye. The JBritiffi officers and foldiers were infulted 
by the favage Indians, who fobbed them of their 
clothes and baggage, maffacred feveral men as they 
flood defenpelefe on the parade, afiaffiaated Lieute- 
nant De la Court as he lay wounded in his tent, under 
the protedlion of a French office^ and barbaroufly 
fcalped all the fick people in the hofpital : finally, 
Montcalm, in dircdl violation of the articles, as well 
as in contempt of common humanity, delivered up 
above twenty men of the garrifon to the Indians, in 
lieu of the fame number they had loft^during the 
fiege ; and, in all probability, thefe miferable cap- 
tives were put to death by thofe barbarians with the 
mod excr,upiating tortures, according to the execra- 
ble quftom of the country, Thofe who countenance 
the perpetration of cruelties, at which human nature 
Ihuddcrs with hoeror, ouaht to be branded as in- 
famous 
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BOOK famous to all poftoiity. Such, however, were the 

, , iropl-ues that, iu the courfe oi' the Ariic”ican war, 

cUftinguUhed tlip operations ol’ a people v/hu ]iique 
• thf-mlclves upon politentfs, aiirl the virtues of hu- 
maiiity. Idle ptitoners tuk.en :il Olivego, after 
having been thus barbaruully treaicd, were conveyed 
ill balteauit to Montreal, where they had no veafon 
to complain of their reception ; and befyi c ihe end 
of the year, they were exchanged. The vi<t\(;)rs im- 
mediately dcmohflied the two forts (if iheydeiervcd 
that denomination) in which they found ore hundred 
and twenty-one pieces of artilhry, fourteen mortars, 
with a great quantity of ammunition, war ike floras, 
and provifion, betides two [loops, and two hunclretl 
batteaux, which hkewife fell into their han Is. Such 
an important- magazine, depofilod in a place alto- 
gethe“ inclefentible, and without the reach of imme- 
diate fuccour, was a flagrant proof of egregious folly, 
temerity, and mifeonduft. 

^ XXXV. The Earl of Loudoun finding the 
feafon too far advanced to admit of any eiuerprizc 
againd the enemy, exerted all his endeavours in 
making piepaiations for an early campaign in the 
fpring, fccuring the frontiers of the SingliOi co- 
lonies, in forming an uniform plan of aflion, and 
promoting a fpirit of harmony among the difl’erent 
governments, which had been long cliviclnd by jar- 
ring interefts, and other fouu es of diflcnticn. Mean- 
while, the fo.ts Edward and William -Henry w'ere 
put in a proper poflure of defence, and fee ured with 
numerous garnfbiis ; and the forces put u to winter- 
quarters at ^Albany, where comfortable barracks 
were built for that purpofe. Fort Granvif a, on the 
confines of Pennfylvania, an inconfideraple block- 
boufe, was furprifed by a party of French and In- 
dians, who made the garrifon prifoners, confifting of 
two-and'twenty foltliers, with a few women and chil- 
dren. Thefc they loaded with flour and provifion, 
and drove" them into captivity; but the fort they 

reduced 
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reduced to aflics. ninrUng murders were CHAP..' 

perpelraied upon delViiLt-lels people, wuhour dtirmie ^ 
lio.i of age or lex, in ditrercnl pans pf the Iroiuieis ; 
but ihei’e outrages were in fonie lucaluie balaiutd 
by the advantages icfulting from a treaty oI‘ peaet, 
wliich the Governor of Pennfylvania concluded ’tvuli 
the Delaware Indians, a powerful tribe that dwill 
upon the river Safquchanua, forming, as it were, a 
line along the fnuthern Ikiris of the province. At 
the fame time the Governor of V'hpinia fecuied the 
fnendfhip and alliance of the Chcrokees and Cataw- 
bas, two powerful nations adjoining to that colony, 
who were able to bring three thonfand fighting men 
into the field. All thefe circumfiances confidered, 


Great Britain had reafoii to cxpeiSl that the enfuing 
campaign would be vigoroufly profecuted in Ame- 
rica, efpecially as a frclh reinforcement of twops, 
with a great fupply of warlike fiorcs, were fent to that 
country in fourteen tranfports, under convoy of two 
■Qiips of war, which failed from Cork, in Ireland, 
about the beginning of November. 

^ XXXVI. No a<3ion of great importance dif- 
tinguHhcd the naval tranfafilions of this year on the 
fide of America. In the beginning of June, Captain 
Spry, who commanded a Imall Iquadron, cruifing 
oil' Louilbourg, in the ifland of Cape-Breton, took 
the Arc en Cicl, a French fhip of fifty guns, having 
on board near fix hundred men, with a large quan- 


tity of ilores and provifions for the garrilon. lie 
liken ife made prize of another French Ihip, with fc- 
venty foldlers, two hundred barrels of powder, two 
large brafs mortars, and other ftores of the like defii- 
nation. On the twenty -feventh day of* July Com- 
modore Holmes, being in the fame latitucle, with 


two large (hips and a couple of floops, engaged two 
French Ihips of the line and four frigates, and obliged 
them to'fheer off, after an obflinate difpute. A great 
number of privateers were equipped in this country, 
as well as in the Weft-India iflands beloi%ing to the 
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900 K Crown of Grcat-Britain ; and as thofc leas fwaimed' 
: , with JFrench velleh, their cruifers proved very ad- 

176^ vantageous to the adventurers. 

§ XXXVir. Scenes of higher import u^ere this 
yc'ar aded by the Britifli arms in the Kail-Indies. 
The deflation of hofldities between the Englilh and 
French Companies on the peninfula of Indus, though 
it encouraged Mr. Clive to villt his native country, 
was not of long dmation ; for in a few mon ths both 
fides recommenced their operations, no longer as 
auxiliaries to the Princes of the country, but as 
principals and rivals, both in arms and cc mtnercc. 
Major Laurence, who now enjoyed the cl: ief com- 
mand of the Enghfli force, obtained diver s advan- 
tages over the enemy ; and profecuted hiis fuccefs 
with fuch vigor, as, in all probability, would in a 
little time have terminated the war according to his 
own wilh, when the progrefs of his arras was inter- 
rupted, and fufpended by an unfortunate event at Cal- 
cutta, the caufe of which is not eafily explained ; for 
extraordinary pains have been taken to threw a veil 
over fome tranfadlions, from whence this calamity 
was immediately or remotely derived. 

§ XXXVIIL The old Suba or Viceroy ol' Bengal, 
Babar, and Orixa, dying in the month of April, in 
the year one thoufand feven hundred and fifty-fix, 
was fucceeded by his adopted fon, Sur Raja al Dow- 
lat, a young man of violent paffions, withe ut prin- 
ciple, fortitude, or good faith, who began 1; is admi- 
niftration with a&s of perfidy and violence. In al). 
probability, his defign ^ainft the Englilh fettlements 
was fuggefted by his rapacious (Jifpofuion, on a belief 
that he abounded with treafure 5 as the pretences 
which he ufed for commencing hoflilities w;re alto- 
gether inconfiftent, falfe, and frivolous. In the; 
month of May, he caufed the English fadlory at 
Cafiimbuv.zar to be inv^fled, and inviting Mi;. Watts, 
_ the chief of the faiSfpry, to a conference, under the 
fansSlion of r fafe condu^, detained -him as prifoner ; 
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th'en, by means of fraud and force intermingled, 
made himfelf mafter of the fadlory. I'his exploit 
being achieved, he made no fecrcl o.f his dcfign to 
deprive the Englifh of all their fettlcments. With 
this view he marched to Calcutta, at the head of s 
numerous army, and inverted the place, which''was 
then in no pofture of defence. 

^ XXXIX. The Governor, intimidated by the 
number and power of the enemy, abandoned the 
fort, and with fome principal perfons refiding in the 
fettlcment, took refuge on board a fliip in the river, 
carrying along with them their moft valuable efleiSls, 
and the books of the company. Thus the defence 
of the place devolved to Mr. Holwcll, the fecond 
in command, who, with the alTiftance of a few gal- 
lant officers, and a very feeble garrifon, maintained 
it with uncommon courage and refolution againfl. 
feveral attacks, until he was overpowered by num- 
bers, and the enemy had forced their way into tiie 
caftle. Then he was obliged to fubmit 5 and the 
Suba, or Viceroy, protnifed on the word of a foldier, 
that no injury (liquid be done to him or his garrifon. 
Neverthclrfs, they were sdl driven, to the number of 
one hundred and forty-fix perfons of both fexes, into 
a place called the Black Hole Prifon, a cube of about 
eighteen feet, walled up to the eartward andfouthward, 
the only quarters from which they could expe 6 l the 
lead refrelhing air, and open to the weftward by two 
windows ftrongly barred with iron, through which 
there was no perceptible circulation. The humane 
reader will conceive with horror the miferable fitua- 
tion to which they muft have been reduced, when 
'thus ftewed up in a clofe liiltry night un'der fuch a 
climate as that of Bengal, efpecklly when he reflcas 
that many of them’ were wounded, and all of them 
fatigued with hard duty. Tranfported with rage to 
find themfelves thus barbaroufly cooped up in a 
place where they muft be expofed to fuffucation, 
tUofe haplefs yidliitts endeavoui’cd to fore? oppn the 
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•^BOOK door, that they might mfli upon the fwprds of the 
barbarians by whom they were furrounded ; but all 
their efforts wcie ineffertual ; the door vyas made to 
open inwards, and being once rimt upop them, the 
ft'owd pretied upon it fo llrongly as to render all 
theif endeavours abortive: then they were over- 
whelmed with diftra^lioo and defpair. Mr. Bolwoll, 
who had placed himfelf at one of the windows, ac- 
cofied a jemmautdaar, or ferjeant of the Indian 
guard, and having endeavoured to excite bis coni- 
paffion, by drawing a pathctick pidlure of their fuf- 
ferings, proniilcd to gratify him with a thoufand 
rupees in the morning, if he could find means to 
remove one half of them into a feparate apartment. 
The fohher, allured by the promife of fiich a reward, 
affured him he would do his endeavour for their 
relief, and retired for that purpofe, but in a few 
minutes returned, and fold him that thb Suba, by 
whofe order alone fucli a ftep could be taken, was 
afieep, and no perfon durft tlifturb his rfepofe. By 
this time a protufe fweat had broke out o^i every in- 
dividual, and this was attenderl with aft infatiable 
thirft, which became the more intolerable as the 
body was drained of its moUiure. In 'vain tbofc 
miferable objects flrinped themfelvcs of thejr clothes, 
fquatted down on tlieir haras, and fanned the air 
with their hats, to produce a refrefliing undulation. 
Many were unable to rife again from this pollure, 
but falling down were trod to death, or fuffbeated. 
The dreadful fymptom of thirft was now accompa- 
nied with a difficulty of teflriration, and every indi- 
vidual gafped for breath. Their defpair became 
outrageous : again they attempted to force the door, 
and provoke the guard to fire upon them by execra- 
tion and abufe. The cry of « Water ! Water !” 
ifiued from every mouth. Even the Jemmautdaar 
was moved to compaffion at their diftreis. He or- 
dered his foldiers to bring fome fkins of wkter, which 
ferved only to enrage the appetite!? and ij|icrcafe the 
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general agitation. Tliere was no oilier way of con- 
veying it through the windows but by hats, and this 
was rendered ineffedlual by the eagernefs and tranf- 
ports of the wretched prifoners, who at fight of it 
flruggled and raved even into fits of delirium.^ ^Iii. 
confequence of thefe contefls, very little reached 
thofe who flood ncarett the windows, while the reft, 
at the farther end of of the prifon, were totally ex- 
cluded from all relief, and continued calling upon their 
friends for affiftance, and conjuring them by all the 
tender cries of pity and afledtiou. To thofe who were 
indulged, it proved pernicious ; for, inflead of al- 
laying their third, it enraged their impatience for 
more. The confufion became general and horrid : 
all was clamour andconteft; thofe who were at a 
diftance endeavoured to force their paflage to the 
window, and the weak were preffed down ta the 
ground, never to rife again. The inhuman ruffians 
without, derived entertainment from their mifery: 
they fupplied the prifoners with more water, and 
held up lights clofe to the bars that they might 
enjoy the inhuman pleafure of feeing them fight for 
the baneful indulgence. Mr. Holwell feeing all his 
particular friends lying dead around him, and tram- 
pled upon by the living, finding himfelf wedged up 
fo clofe as to be deprived of all motion, begged, as 
the laft inftance of their regard, that they would re- 
move the prclfure, and allow him to retire from the 
window, tiiat he might die in quiet. Even in thofe 
dreadful circumftances, which might be fuppofed 
to have levelled all diftindlion, the poor delirious 
wretches manifefted a refped for his ranjc and cha- 
radler : they forthwith gave way, and he forced his 
paftage into the centre of the place, which was not 
crowded fo much, becaufc, by this time, about 
one-third of the number had periflied, and lay in 
little compafs on the floor, while the reft ftill 
crowded to both windows. lie retired to a platform 
at the farther end ?if the room, and laying Sown upon 
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BOOK of dencl friends, recommended his foul to 
HI. heaven. Here his tlrirfl grew infuppqrtable ; his 
difficulty in breathing increafed, and h(f was feized 
with a llrong palpitation. Thole violent, fymptoms, 
wliich he could not bear, urged him to make an- 
other effott: he forced his way back to tfie window, 
and cried aloud, “ Water 1 for (iod’s fake He 
had been luppofed already dead by his wretched 
companions, but finding him flill alive, they exhi- 
bited another extraordinary proof of tendernefs and 
regard to his perfon ; Give him wl(Ucr,” they 
cried ; nor would any of them attempt to touch it 
until he had drank. He now breathed ipore freely, 
and the palpitation ceafed ; but finding bimfelf flill 
more thirfty after drinking, he abflained from wa- 
ter, and moillcned his mouth from time to time, 
by fucking the perfpiration from his fhirt Reeve*. 
The miferable pnfoners, perceiving that d'ater rather 
aggravated than relieved their rliltrefs, grew clamor- 
ous for air, and repeated their infults to the guard, 
loading the Siiba and his Governor with the moft 
virulent reproach. From railing, they hi^cl rccourfe 
to prayer, befceching heaven to put an end to their 
raiibry. They now began to drop on i all hands ; 
but then a fleam arofe from the living, and the dead, 
as pungent and volatile as fpirjt of bartlhovn ; fo 
that all who could not approach the windows were 
fuftbeated. Mr. Holwell, being weary of life, retired 
once more to the platform, and ftretched bimfelf by 
the Rev. Mr. Jervis Bellamy, who, together with 
his fon, a Lieutenant, lay dead in each other’s em- 
brace. In,,this fiiuation he was foon deprived of 
fenfe, and lay to all appearance dead till day broke, 
when his body was difeovered, and removed by his 
flitviving friends to one of the windows, where the 

k 

* lij bis despjiir of obtaitilng water, imliappy aentleronn.ljaiS 
attempted to drink his, own -nime, but foand It intolerably .bitter; 
wbenjas the pioisture that flowed from the pores of h}a body was* soli, 
pl^asantr and refreshing. * 
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frefb air revived him, and he was reAortd to his chapC 
fight and fenfes. The buba, at lall , being inforfhed •. 
that the greater part of the prilbners -were luftocaled, 
enquired if the chief was alive ; and being anfwcred 
in the affirmative, fent an order for their immediate 
releafe, when no more than twenty-three furvived of 
an hundred and forty-fix who had entered alive. 

^ XL. Nor was the late deliverance, even of thefe 
few, owing to any frntiment of compaffion in the 
Viceroy. He had received intimation, that there 
was a confiderable treafure fecreted in the fort, and 
that Mr. Holwell knew the place where it was depo- 
fited. That gentleman, who, with his furviving 
companions, had been feized with a putrid fever, 
immediately upon their releafe, was dragged in that 
condition before the inhuman Suba, who queftioned 
him about the treafure, which exifted no where but 
inrhis own imagination ; and would give no credit 
to his proteftations, when he Ibleranly declared he 
knew of no fuch depofit. Mr. Holwell and three 
of bis friends were loaded with fetters, and conveyed 
three miles to the Indian camp, where they lay all 
right expofed to a fevere rain : next morning they 
were brought back to town, ftill manacled, under 
the fcorching beams of a fun intenfely hot; and 
muft infallibly liave expired, had not nature expelled 
the fever in large painful boils, that covered alttioft 
the whole body. In this piteous condition they 
were embarked in an open boat for Muxadavad, 
the capital of Bengal, and underwent fuch cruel 
treatment and niifery in their paflage, as would 
fbock the humane reader, fhould ne perufe the par- 
ticulars. At Muxadavad they were led through 
the city in chains, as a fpefitacle to the inhabitants, 
lodged in an open liable, and treated for fome days 
as the word of criminals.’ At length, the Saba's 
grandmother interpofed her mediation in their be- 
half ; and as that Prince was by this tiroe^onvinced 
that there was no Breafure concealed at Cwcutta, ht 
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BOOK ordered them to he let at lilicrty. When fomc of 
^ , his Sycophant's o])|)f)refl this indiilgenoCj reprclcnt- 

ing that Mr. IIoKvell had llill enough left to pay a 
confitlerable r.anlbm, he replied with fonie marks 
«.6f compuuclion nod generolity, “ IF he has any 
“ thing leli, let him keep it : his I'uflerings have 
“ been great : he thall liave his liberty.” Mr. Hol- 
well and his friends were no fooner unfettcredj than 
tlicy took water for the Dutch Tankfall or mint, 
in the ncighbonvliood of that city, where they were 
received with great tendernefs and humanity. The 
reader, we hope, will excufe us for having thus par- 
ticularifed a tranfa<5tion fo interefting and extraor- 
dinary in all its circumftances. The Suba having 
deflroyed Calcutta, and difperfed the inhabitants, 
extorted large I'ums from the French and Dutch 
huElcfries, that he might difplay a fpirit of impar- 
tiality again R all the Europeans, even in his oppref- 
fion,* and returned to his city of Mtixadavad in tri- 
umph. By the redudion of Calcutta, the Engldh 
Eau-India company’s alfairs were fo much embroiled 
in that part of the world, that perhaps nothing could 
have retrieved them but the interpofuion ot a nati- 
onal force, and the good fortune of a Clive, whofc 
enterprifes were always crowned with fuccefs. 

§ X.LI, As the Eiiglifli EaR-India Company had, 
for a whole century, been at a confiderablc cxpence 
in maintaining fl, marine force at Bombay, to pro- 
teiSl' their Ihips from the piracies of the Angrias, who 
bad rendered themfelves independent Princes, and 
fortified Geriah in that neighbourhood ; rdany un- 
fucccfsful ?ittempts had been made to deftroy their 
naval power, and reduce the fortrefs, under which 
they always took fhelter. In the year one thoul’ancl 
feven hundred and fifty-four, the fleet of Tullagee 
Anglia, the reigning Prince, attacked three Dutch 
ihips of force, which they either took or deftroyed. 
tllated with this faccefs, he boafted that he ftiould 
in a little*"time fwcep the feas of, the Europeans, and 
3 began 
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began to build fome large fliips, to reinforce his CHaV. 
gral)S and galhvats, which were the velfels on which V. 
he had formerly depended. Next 'year his neigh- 
hours the IVIaliratras, having fignified to the pre- ' 
fidency at Bombay, that they were difpofed to jowa 
in the neceflary fervice of humbling this comrnon 
enemy fo formidable to the whole Malabar ctjafl, 
Commodore James was detached with fome fhips of 
force to attack Angria, in conjundlion with thofe 
allies. They accordingly joined him with fftven 


grabs and fixty gallivats. They proceeded to the 
harbour of Sevendroog, where Angria’s fleet lay at 
anchor : but they no fooner received intelligence of 
his approach than they flipped their caWes, and 
flood out to fea. He chafed them with all the can- 


vafs he could carry ; but their veflels being lighter 
than his, they efcaped ; and he returned to Severn- 
ckoog, which is a lortrefs fituated on an ifland within 
mul'ket lliot’of tfie main land, itrongfy, butifrtgu- 
larly fortified, and mounted with fifty four pieces of 
cannon. There were three other fmall forts on the 


continent, the largeft of which was called Goa. On 
the fecond day of April, the Commodore began to 
batter and bombard the ifland, fort, and fort Goa, 
at the fame time. That of Severndroog was fet on 
fire : one of the magazines blew up 5 a general con- 
flagration enfued ; the garrifons were overwhelmed 
with fire and confufion ; the Englifli feamcn landed 
under cover of the fire from the Ihips, and took the 
place by ftorra with very little Jofs. llie other 
forts were immediately furrendcred, and all of thefe, 
by treaty delivered to the Mahrattas. On the eigbtf» 
of April, the Commodore anchored off Bancote, 
now called Fort Vidloria, one of the moft northern 


parts of Angria’s dominion, which furrendcred 
without oppolition, and full remains in the hands ol 
the Englifli Eaft-lndw Compan}', by the confent 01 
the Mahrattas. The harbour is' good, apd here i: 
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Ti O O K ropean foldiers and as many fepoys, wc re left to 
t j the foit ; and (onr of the Company’s armed 
vcflels remained in the hailicur for the (lefeuce of 
the place, which was exticmely well fi.uated for 
commerce *. 

^ XLIII. The Admiral and Mr. Clive failed back 
to Madras in triumph, and theic anothet pUn was 
formed for redoring the Company’s affiiirs upon the 
Ganges, recovering Calcutta, and taking ,’engeancel 
on the cruel Viccioy of Bengal. In Odlaber they 
fet fail again for the bottom of the Bay ; and about 
the beginning of December ariived at BElafore, in 
the kingdom of Bengal. Having eroded thie Braces, 
they pioceeded up the river Ganges as far as Falta, 
where they found Governor Drake, and the other 
perfons who had efcaped on boai d of the mips when 
Calciftta was in veiled. Colonel Clive vas difem- 
barked with his forces to attack the fort of Bulbudgia 
by land, while the Admit al battered it bj fea : but 
the place being ill provided with cannor , did not 
hold out above an hour after the filing began. This 
conqueli being atchieved at a very cafy pui'chafc, two 
of the great lliips anchored between Tanny fort and 
a battery on the other fide of the river, vdiich were 
abandoned before one (liot was difcliargcd againli 
either ; thus the palfi^e was laid open tc Calcutta,! 
the reduilion of which we fliall lecord among tlie‘ 
tranfadions of the enfuing year. ; 

•When the Admiril entered their apaitment, the whole finiily 
shedding floods of te.ub tell with then faces to the ipouud, fiom 
which buns taiscd, the mother of Aiisrin, told Ini i, in .i pitconsi 
tone, the peopl^^ had no king, she no son, hci datighiei no husband, 
their cluldien no father The Adnnnl loplymg, “ tl ly must look 
upon him as their talhu and their fiiiml," llie joiingi it boy, about' 
jix )eais of age, seijid him by the baud, and <iobli np txchimod, 
“ then von slia'l be mj fiiliei.” Mi M'aUon was io afketed witll 
the palhetiek ad'll ess, that the t'lrs iiiekkd down his cheeks, whib 
he assured them tlicy mighl dipcnd upon his piotectilon and liicnd 
ithip. 
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